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New Boats: 





NATURAL SELECTION 
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worn instruments in favor of an increasingly integrated and sophisticated information system 
was a natural progression; combining Pressure, Depth and Direction was merely the first step. 
Incorporating a New Generation Lithium-Powered Digital Dive Timer” elevated our sport to 
yet a new plateau. But who could have foretold the inclusion of a Razor-Sharp Survival Knife 


in a Speed-Lok™ Sheath? 


The TEKNA T-2870 Knife Combo’ Any other choice is pointless. 


NEW! 5 YEAR WARRANTY 
ON TEKNA DIGITAL DIVE TIMER. 














Heuer 3000 dive watches. 
Water resistant down to 660 feet (200 m). 
aie daliavenel-y4-1m 140m eee) =reit are 


studs for highest grip. 


Flat quartz movement. Date. 
Steel bracelet or leather strap 
(waterproofed). Available in 
several styles. Swiss made. 


Hahccigar-tire)at-imeler-le-leltsi> 
in over 110 countries. 


EasternU.S.A:: 

Heuer Time & Electronics Corp. 
960 South Springfield Avenue 
Springfield, NJ 07081 

(201) 467-1890. 


Western U.S.A.: 

Heuer Time & Electronics Corp. 
1900 Avenue of the Stars 
Century City, CA 90067 

(213) 556-8208. 


In Hawai: 

Timeless Reflections, Inc. 
1314 So. King St., Suite 702 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96814 
(808) 523-8105. 
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Ontario, Canada. 


say “Hoy-er’ 

































circle #102 on Reader Service Card 


Reinforced 
Shoulder 
Adjustment 
Straps 


DPB Quick 

CAM Soft 

Band Back 

with Newly > 
Redesigned ‘ 


CAM Action 


Additional 
Second Stage 
Holder with 
Orange 


Identification 
Band 


“D" Ring on 
Each Side 


Inside Pocket 
Key Ring 





This is the BC that sets you free. You have more 
mobility, convenience, and style than ever, along with 
all the features that make this the ultimate in jacket 
type BC's. It’s easy to get on and off and 1s less bulky 
in or out of the water The new DACOR HTS eliminates 
unnecessary chest flotation. Buoyancy control ts shifted 
and balanced lower on the torso allowing a more 
natural horizontal trim while swimming, but when on 
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Back Pad 


Quick Release 
Chest Strap 
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Gauge Holder 
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Slanted Pocket 
with Zipper 
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Added Security 
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tabilizing Band 
Mesh Drain meds eee 


1.25 Gram 
CO, Cartridge 
and Detonator 





able shoulder straps and newly designed stabilizing 
waist band. The pocket on the night panel doubles as a 
standard pocket and a unique additional second stage 
holder with a reflective orange stripe. 

Experience the new freedom, try anew DACOR HTS 
on at your Dacor Dealer You won't want to take it off. 





ji ge ER 
your B.C. to your Dacor 


snorkel, mask, regulator and 
wet suit. See your Dacor dealer for 
the full line of exclusive Divecolors. 














Diver's Calendar 


PSC AUCTION 

The Princeton Scuba Club will hold its 
annual auction and equipment swap 
meet May 3 at the Princeton Junction 
Firehouse, Princeton, New Jersey. Re- 
freshments will be available. For informa- 
tion contact the Princeton Scuba Club, 
P.O. Box 160, Princeton Junction, Nd 
08550. ~- 


SEA ’86 

Jean-Michel Cousteau will be the mas- 
ter of ceremonies at the 22nd annual Sea 
'86 underwater film festival May 10 at the 
Paramount Theatre of Arts in Oakland, 
California. Sponsored by the Northern 
California Chapter of the Underwater 
Photographic Society (UPS), the event 
will feature presentations by Jack 
McKenney, Chris Newbert and others. 

For information call Roger Hess (415) 
276-5895 or Laurie Oliver (415) 728- 
5955. >» 


DIVER’S DAY 

The sixth annual Diver’s Day, spon- 
sored by the Convair Recreation Associa- 
tion, featuring lectures, films, sympo- 
siums, gear displays and sales, will be 
held May 10 at the General Dynamics 
Recreation Auditorium in San Diego, Cali- 
fornia. For information call Bill Prichard at 
(619) 547-3690. > 


EQUIPMENT EXPOSITION 

New England Divers of San Francisco, 
California will present its Third Annual 
Equipment Exposition and Giant Pre-Sea- 
son Sale May 16-17. Major equipment 
manufacturers will be on hand to demon- 
strate their products. For information con- 
tact New England Divers, Inc., 398 5th 
Street, San Francisco, CA 94107; (415) 
434-3614. ~s. 


OUR WORLD-UNDERWATER 

Our World-Underwater XVI will occur 
in Chicago, IL May 16-18. The conven- 
tion, including seminars, a diver rescue 
workshop, an archaeological research 
diver course (presented by the Atlantic 
Alliance for Maritime Heritage Conserva- 
tion) and more, will be held at the Hyatt 
Regency Chicago. Two hundred exhibit 
booths will cover new equipment, certifi- 
cation programs, travel, underwater pho- 
tography and diving techniques. A cock- 
tail party will be held Friday night, with 
live entertainment. The Saturday evening 
film festival, with MC Bill Gleason, will be 
held at Medinah Temple, 600 N. Wabash. 

For information and tickets contact Our 
World-Underwater, P.O. Box 4428, Chi- 
cago, IL 60680; (312) 664-4971. ~#%. 
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U/W INVESTIGATIONS SEMINAR 

The Regional Underwater Search and 
Recovery Unit of the Hamilton County 
Ohio Police Association will present its 
Sixth Annual Underwater Investigations 
Seminar May 16-18 at the Radisson Inn, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. For information contact 
Officers Tom Wagner or All Gille, Deer 
Park Ohio Police Department, Matson 
and Beech Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 
45236; (513) 791-8056. > 


MCKENNEY IN SYRACUSE 

Jack Mckenney will oresent his under- 
water films May 17 in the Civic Center 
Auditorium, Syracuse, New York. The 
program is sponsored by the National 
Aquatic Service. For information contact 
the NAS, 1732 Erie Boulevard East, Syra- 
cuse, NY 13210; (315) 479-5544. >a. 


FIESTA DEL SOL 

The fourth annual Fiesta del Sol will be 
held May 17-26 in Ventura Harbor, Ven- 
tura, California. The celebration icludes a 
chili cookoff, vollyball contest, crew boat 
open house, 10 kilometer run, ocean art 
show, children’s fishing derby, sand 
sculpturing contest, Fiesta Sun King and 
Queen contest and and Aquaman/Aqua- 
woman competition. 

For more information contact the Fiesta 
office; (805) 658-2833. x 


SECONN SWAP MEET 

The SECONN Dive Club will host a 
scuba gear swap meet and raffle May 18 
in the parking lot of the Polish American 
Club, Maple Ave., Monteville, CT. For in- 
formation call Bill at (203) 447-2564. >. 


TREASURE DIVE 

The fourth annual Memorial Day Treas- 
ure Dive, sponsored by Smith Diving of 
Minneapolis, MN, will be held at Square 
Lake, Washington County, MN May 26. 
For information contact Bob Bailey, Smith 
Diving, 2835 Central Avenue NE, Minne- 
apolis, MN 55418; (612) 789-2575. >t. 


SEAVUE ’86 

SeaVue '86, sponsored by the Virginia 
Institute of Marine Science, will be held 
May 31-June 1 at the Ocean Island Motel 
on the beach at Lynnhaven Inlet, Virginia 
Beach, VA. The program will offer in-wa- 
ter training exercises and competitions 
such as underwater navigation, rescue 
and treasure hunting. Also included will 
be seminars, manufacturer exhibits and a 
film festival. 

For information contact SeaVue ‘86, 
Virginia Institute of Marine Science, 
Gloucester Point, Virginia 23062. »s- 
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AUTOMATIC 


No buttons or switches 


ACCURATE 


DEPTH GAUGE: 
Analog, + 1.6% at 100 ft. 


TIMER: 

Digital, LCD quartz crystal 
TEMPERATURE: 

+ 2 degrees 


PRESSURE GAUGE: 
Bourdon lube 


RELIABLE 


LITHIUM CELL BATTERY: 
Good up to 6600 hours 
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A diver explores the propeller of the Balboa wreck off George Town, Grand Cayman Island. For more on Cayman, 
see page 98 and 122. And, don't miss the Bahamas super dive guide on page 65. Photo/Geri Murphy. 
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At arrival at a tropical island resort 
joins the dive boat for a morning trip 
to the drop-off. The divemaster scru- 
tinizes his guests on the way out and si- 
lently thinks to himself, ‘This guy should 
be no problem.’’ The diver is approxi- 
mately 40 years old, from California, has 
been diving eight years and holds a certi- 
fication card from a well-known training 
agency. He seems to know what he’s 
talking about and talks about diving in 
such exotic spots as the Coral Sea and 
the Philippines. He appears in good 
ohysical condition and mentions running 
and racquetball. 

Once the boat is anchored, the diver 
takes his time getting his well worn equip- 
ment together. As he gets into his gear he 
appears a little nervous. He is the last one 
off the boat, except for the two advanced 
students who have been working out their 
repet dive profile with their instructor. Fi- 
nally, he makes his entry and starts down 
the anchor line with a slight current tug- 
ging at his body. His appointed dive bua- 
dy is 15 feet ahead on the same line. 

At precisely 28 feet things begin to go 
wrong. The diver has difficulty clearing 
his ears. Frustrated by his inability to 
equalize, he clumsily attempts to turn 
around on the anchor line. His snorkel 
catches on the line and pulls his mask off 
his face. It fills with water. Caught off bal- 
ance by the current, the diver attempts to 
tilt his head backward and clear his 
mask. The angle is wrong and a shot of 
seawater goes up his nose and into his 
sinus. With knee jerk reflex, the diver lets 
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GETTING BACK INTO DIVING 


go of the anchor line and starts thrashing 
his way to the surface. He breaks through 
the surface, spits out his mouthpiece and 
rips the flooded mask off his face. By now 
the current has carried him past the stern 
of the dive boat. His coughing and gag- 
ging attracts the attention of the instructor 
who jumps into the water and drags the 
diver back to the ladder. 

How is it possible that a well trained, 
certified diver with years of experience 
could have such a problem with basic 
scuba skills? Still gasping from the near 
miss, the diver solves the riddle by 
blurting out, ‘‘!l blew it. | guess I’m a little 
out of practice. | haven't been in the wa- 
ter in the last 18 months.” 

Reentry into the sport, after a long peri- 
od of inactivity, is perhaps one of diving’s 
most difficult maneuvers. No matter how 
extensive or rigorous the original scuba 
training, the human body tends to forget 
with time. Skills and timing fade and self- 
confidence ebbs like the tide. Yet most 
divers don't seem to realize they are 
rusty. The process is subtle. It is only 
when the diver is fully suited up and bal- 
anced on the edge of the dive boat that 
he realizes he is not as well prepared as 
he should be. 

Reentry is a serious safety problem at 
dive resorts and on local dive boats as 
well. In fact, it may very well be one of the 
major contributing factors to this sport's 
present credibility gap in the C-card sys- 
tem. Graduates of 12 to 20 week scuba 
courses are turning up at dive resorts act- 
ing like complete neophytes. Their C- 
cards do not reflect a true picture of their 
dive status. As one divemaster put it, ‘‘l 
really don't care about the date of the 
customer's first dive—l want to know the 
date of his/her last dive.”’ 

How can the dive industry cope with 
this growing problem? The first step is to 
recognize it for what it is and to realize 
the situation has the potential of growing 
worse. The good news is that scuba re- 
entry is a solvable problem. Once it is ful- 
ly recognized by the diving public and un- 
derstood by the resorts and divemasters, 
measures can be taken to relearn old 
skills. Here are just a few examples of 


what is being done today: 

1) Three years ago PADI introduced a 
refresher course called Scuba Review. It 
consists of a special self-study textbook, 
instructor review of basic scuba skills and 
an optional open water dive for environ- 
mental orientation. The program was 
greeted with such enthusiasm that the 
first 10,000 copies of the workbook sold 
out In the first two months. 

2) An organization specializing in travel 
and medical education has come up with 
a unique way of coping with the scuba re- 
entry problem. Each traveler is sent a 
packet of pre-trip information containing 
a set of dive tables and a mini-exam with 
five repetitive dive problems. Customers 
practice their repetitive dive calculations 
before they reach the resort. They be- 
come proficient in figuring repet group 
letters and maximum bottom time. A lec- 
ture On personal diving safety is given the 
morning of the first day at the dive resort, 
prior to any open water activity. 

3) One large Caribbean dive operation 
starts every new week with a walkaround 
orientation and warm up dive. At 9:30 
every Sunday morning, new arrivals are 
conducted on a walk-through orientation 
of the dive shop procedures, tank loca- 
tion, dive boat rules and basic equipment 
requirements. At 10:30 am guests make 
a warm up dive from the pier directly in 
front of the hotel. The gradually sloping 
bottom and calm surface provide an ideal 
environment for gentle reentry into diving. 
Instructors stand ready on the pier for as- 
sistance with gear and rescues if needed. 

4) Many dive stores throughout the 
U.S. are now promoting local dives as a 
method of staying in shape between trips 
to the ocean. Events such as underwater 
Easter egg hunts, Thanksgiving turkey 
dives, Halloween U/W pumpkin carving 
contests and treasure hunts help to turn 
ordinary dives into social events. 

If techniques such as those listed 
above are conducted on a national basis 
by all dive stores, instructors and dive re- 
sorts, this sport can successfully combat 
the reentry problem. More diving on a 
regular basis is the key to a safer 
Sport. ste 





Introducing the latest 
innovation from Sea- 
Quest: The ADVi. A 
revolutionary buoyancy 
eroya a) Oceraisc ike) muaate|mr(@0) 
ally integrates the 
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for an effective, complete, 
and comfortable system. 
Fully contoured for a 
comfortable fit against 
i atoms a\@l0](@ (e) Romm ofe\@ are) ave! 
‘Integral — | hips, this 
sii specially 
designed 
backpack 
avekoeelal 
adjustable 
lower sec- 
tion which can be easily 
secured in place to pro- 
vide optimum support — 
even for a wide range of 
body sizes. Not only does 
it effectively transfer tank 
weight off the shoulders 


and to the hips, it dramat- 
ically increases stability 
by decreasing tank move- 
ment, both in and out of 
the water. 

SeaQuest exclusive 
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can be adjusted in both 
directions for increased 
comfort and freedom of 


movement. And new, inte- 
grated mesh panels now 
run the length of the 
jacket bottom for faster 
water drainage. Plus, all 
the buoyancy and design 
features that have made 
the ADV the most inno- 
vative B/C to date are 
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SeaQuest. The recog- 
nized leader in buoyancy 
design, advancing the 
State-of-the-art. 


Double adjusting 
w _ shoulder buckles. © 
*Look for the integrated 
backpack design in the 1986 
Sea Jacket Vi. 


For SeaQuest/Mares full color 
catalog send $2.00. 


SeaQuest, Inc. 2151-F Las 
Palmas Drive, Carlsbad, 
CA 92008, (619) 438-1101. 
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Gear for Adventure. 


The buoyancy breakthrough. 


Introducing the ADVi with Integral Pack 
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Buoyancy Compensator 
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The secret behind the new Sherwood Freedom BC Is 
in the way it’s designed! When inflated. this unique 
buoyancy compensator assumes a contoured 

shape that provides maximum comfort both in and 
out of the water. The body-hugging contoured 
design reduces drag. allowing you to move more 
freely during your dives. Areal “custom: fit is 
made possible by the adjustable shoulder 

Straps. chest closure. backpack and waist 
cummerbund suspension system. 
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. WM fravel backpack 


A, M@ Power inflator with 
hose 


M integral rapid exhaust valve 

M Stub for optional CO, inflator 

M@ Velcro” closures to retain the inflator 
and pressure gauge hoses 

Wi Four waist-level 1/-” accessory 
Bessie 

@ Available in four sizes: 30 Ib. (5), 

35 Ib. (Mi), 44 ib -{L), 50 Ib. (XL) 

















BAS Ne : See the new Freedom BC wherever 
. Srerond asa a are sold. 








*Velcro is a trademark of Veicro USA. Inc 
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The value of CO, cartridges for 
emergency flotation has been a 
controversial issue for years. There 
are several aspects of these 
mechanisms that are seldom taught 
but with which all divers should be 
familiar. Here’s your chance to show 
your knowledge or to learn more 
about CO, inflators. Answer all the 
questions before referring to the 
answers, which are on the next 


page. 


1. Carbon dioxide (CO,) is more 
compressible than other gases. 
[_] A. True 
[_] B. False 


2. In strong concentrations, CO, is 
corrosive to the lungs. 

[_] A. True 

L_] B. False 


3. One gram of CO, provides 
approximately one pound of 
buoyancy at sea level. 

[ ] A. True 

[ |B. False 


4. The relative position of a CO, 
detonator on a diver is usually the 
same underwater as it is out of the 
water. 

[ ] A. True 

[ |B. False 


5. The temperature of the cartridge 
itself drops below freezing when a 
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“ CO, Inflators 


By Dennis Graver 


CO, cartridge is activated. 
["] A. True 
[_]B. False 


6. External corrosion of a CO, 
cartridge can cause the cartridge to 
explode. 

[ ] A. True 

[_]B. False 


7. The cost of CO, cartridges makes 
divers reluctant to replace expended 
ones. 

[_] A. True 

[ |B. False 


8. Neglecting to replace an 
expended CO, cartridge can lead to 
damage of the bladder in a 
buoyancy compensator. 

[_] A. True 

[_] B. False 


9. The optimum location for a CO, 
mechanism is near the bottom of a 
buoyancy compensator. 

[_] A. True 

[ ]B. False 


10. The pressure of the gas inside 
a new CO, mechanism is: 

[_] A. Less than 1,000 psi 

[_] B. Between 1,000 and 2,000 psi 
[_] C. More than 2,000 psi 


11. The pressure of a CO, cartridge 
is sufficient to overcome any 
blockage in the air passage leading 


into a BC. 
[_] A. True 
[ ] B. False 


12. It is difficult or impossible to 
determine if a new CO, cartridge is 
fully charged. 

[ ] A. True 

[_] B. False 


13. A CO, mechanism is a 
necessary safety item when a low 
pressure inflation system is used on 
a BC. 

[_] A. True 

[_] B. False 


14. Activating the CO, mechanism 
on a diver who is struggling at the 
surface will most likely have a 
calming effect. 

[_] A. True 

[| B. False 


15. List five reasons why a CO, 
mechanism may not activate when 
pulled: 


16. The advantages of a CO, 
mechanism for emergency flotation 
outweigh any disadvantages. 

[_] A. True 

[ |B. False 
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Answers: CO, Inflators 


1. A. True. Yes, carbon dioxide is 
more compressible than other gases, 
but this is not the reason it does not 
seem to provide much lift at depth. At 
70°F, CO, will liquify at a pressure of 
only 838 psig. This means a large vol- 
ume of the gas can be stored ina 
small container. 


2. A. True. Carbon dioxide can dam- 
age the lungs if breathed in strong 
concentrations. Be sure to flush all of it 
from your BC following inflation of the 
device with the gas. Be careful when 
assisting someone else that the CO, 
mechanism isn’t activated while you 
are orally inflating that person’s BC. 


3. A. True. A gram of carbon dioxide 
does provide about one pound of lift at 
atmospheric pressure. Hence, a 32 
gram cartridge will provide about 32 
pounds of buoyancy at sea level. 


4. B. False. The relative position of 
the CO, detonator is not the same in 
the water as it is on land. Buoyancy 
causes the mechanism to ride some- 
what higher. Studies have shown that 
the time required for a diver to find and 
activate a CO, mechanism underwater 
is often more than a minute! 


5. A. True. The principle of refrigera- 
tion is involved when a gas is cooled 
under pressure and then allowed to ex- 
pand through a narrow opening. The 
gas quickly absorbs heat, lowering the 
temperature of the cartridge to below 
freezing. Care must be taken to avoid 
having the cartridge in contact with the 
skin when the detonator is activated. 


6. A. True. CO, cartridges have ex- 
ploded and the explosion can be very 
dangerous. Although such instances 
are rare, you should be aware that al- 
lowing cartridges to corrode severely is 
a hazard that can and must be avoided 
with proper maintenance. Render cor- 
roded cartridges harmless by using 
them to test the detonating mecha- 
nism, then replace the cartridge. 


7. A. True. CO, cartridges are not 
cheap, so oftentimes divers do not re- 
place them. Also, many divers do not 
feel the mechanism is needed, so they 
don’t bother to replace the cartridge. 
This is not a good idea, as the next 
answer will show. 


8. A. True. Failing to replace an ex- 
pended CO, cartridge does more than 
just render the detonator inoperative. 
Water from inside the BC gets into the 
spent cartridge and creates rust. The 
rust particles can then get into the BC 
and slowly grind holes through the 
bladder. To preserve your BC, replace 
spent cartridges or remove and cap 
the CO, mechanism. 


9. B. False. For maintenance and 
safety reasons, the CO, mechanism 
should be mounted near the top of a 
BC. Why? Because the water in a BC 
collects at the bottom and affects the 
mechanism and because a diver in dis- 
tress has his or her hands up and is 
not likely to put them down to activate 
a detonator near the waist. 


10. A. Less than 1,000 psi. While the 
pressure is not high, the amount of gas 
is large because it is stored in liquid 
form. The rapid expansion of this gas 
is dangerous if a cartridge ruptures, 
therefore, CO, cartridges should be 
treated with respect. This doesn’t 
mean to fear them, but don’t forget 
they are high pressure vessels. 


11. B. False. Salt from seawater can 
crystallize in the passageway leading 
from the CO, cartridge to the BC and 
completely block the flow of gas. | 
have tested many BCs that could not 
be inflated with the pressure from a 
scuba tank. This problem can and 
should be prevented with proper main- 
tenance. 


12. B. False. Gas has weight, so 
there is a difference in the weight of a 
charged cartridge versus an empty 


one. This difference can be measured 
with a sensitive scale or with a simple 
balancing device available as an ac- 
cessory. Sometimes it can be difficult 
to tell if a CO, cartridge is full or not 
because the end gets corroded. 


13. B. False. Although some will ar- 
gue this point, | do not agree that the 
cartridge is essential because the BC 
can’t be inflated if the diver runs out of 
air. | feel this way because of tests | 
have conducted. Low pressure inflators 
will still function when it is almost im- 
possible to draw any air from a tank 
through a regulator. Don’t try it, just 
take my word for it. 


14. B. False. The CO, mechanism is 
designed to fully inflate the BC at the 
surface. The fully inflated BC often re- 
stricts the breathing of the distressed 
diver and can actually make the situa- 
tion worse. If a CO, detonator is used 
to establish buoyancy, be prepared to 
vent some of the gas quickly to relieve 
anxiety and prevent panic. 


15. Reasons why a CO, mechanism 
may not activate when pulled: ex- 
pended cartridge; cartridge not 
screwed in far enough; corroded firing 
pin; passageway blocked with salt crys- 
tals; detonator cord wrapped around 
cartridge; detonator cord not pulled in 
proper direction (should be pulled, then 
pivoted from side-to-side). 


16. The answer as to whether the ad- 
vantages of a CO, mechanism for 
emergency flotation outweigh any dis- 
advantages is up to the individual. | 
am, however, conducting a survey and 
would like to hear your opinion. Please 
send a self-addressed, stamped enve- 
lope to my attention at NAUI and in- 
clude a note expressing your opinion. 
Which is greater, the advantages or 
the disadvantages? | will compile the 
opinions and send the results to you. 
NAUI’s address is Box 14650, Mont- 
clair, CA 91763. 


Did you learn anything new about CO, mechanisms? If you were sur- 
prised at many of the answers and found the information interesting, 
consider taking an equipment specialist course. You will learn a great 
deal of very practical information about CO, inflators and many other 
types of gear. One last thought: If you have a CO, mechanism, it must 
receive regular, careful maintenance to ensure reliable operation. 
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The lifetime warranty card you get when you buy a new Sherwood? regulator 
is not just another piece of plastic to add to your collection. It’s your passport to 
dependable regulator performance and lifetime regulator service wherever you dive. 






Just present your card when you bring your Sherwood regulator in for its annual 
inspection. All parts required will be provided free of charge, although there may be 
a nominal inspection fee. Warranty protection covers all new Sherwood 
regulators: Magnum®, Magnum I, Magnum Blizzard, Magnum Oasis, and 
Brut™, as well as the Shadow octopus and other 

sherwood octopus regulators. 


While the warranty card covers only your regulator, our concern for your 
enjoyment doesn’t stop at the end of your air hose. Sherwood covers 
you with a quality line of scuba gear that includes valves, buoyancy 
compensators, gauges, fins and masks — as well as regulators. 
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SCUBA 


Lockport, NY 14094 USA 
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BY ELLSWORTH BOYD 


Oo you remember the old saying, 

“Save your Confederate money—the 
South will rise again?’ There’s a new slo- 
gan out now: ‘‘Save your old toy boats— 
they might make you rich!’’ That's what 
Raymond E. Holland did—he saved his 
antique toy boats and sold one through 
Sotheby’s Auctioneers, New York City, 
for $22,000! From Holland’s toy collec- 
tion came the American tin riverboat Puri- 
tan, manufactured about 1880 by James 
Fallows and Sons. 

Some friends of mine thought they 
would pull a cute coup—salvage the 
sunken remains of the real Puritan and 
see if the same buyer might be interested 
in artifacts from the original vessel. Inter- 
est peaked when | discovered that the 
4,593 ton iron and steel paddler—built by 
the Delaware River Company, Chester, 
Pennsylvania—was the pride of the Fall 
River Line in 1889. But interest waned 
when | told my friends the Puritan was 
broken up for scrap in 1915. Sotheby's 
sold another toy boat from Holland’s col- 
lection, the American painted tin boat 
Niagara, a pull toy: price $7,425. In case 
you're upset because you missed the 
bidding, one boat remains unsold. It’s the 
American painted tin boat Monitor, a pull 
toy. But don’t ask me the opening bid. 
Remember, | tipped you off, so rummage 
through the attic and scour the flea mar- 
kets and yard sales—antique toy boats 
might make you rich! 

Sotheby's played a prominent role in 
another sale when it auctioned off two 
salvaged pre-Revolutionary War cannons 
to the Fort Ticonderoga Association for 
$74,800. The cannons rested on the bot- 


preserved them. The State of New York 
claimed the cannons, but divers Michael 
Davidson, Peter Vernooy and Peter Munn 
took the state to court and won. New 
York Supreme Court justice Allen Myers 
ordered the finders be paid for discover- 
ing and preserving the artifacts. 

The guns were captured by the French 
during the French and Indian War when 
the French overran Fort William Henry on 
the shore of Lake George in 1757. The 
French mounted the guns on the Muskel- 
lunge, a small warship that patrolled Lake 
Champlain, but in October 1759, the 
Muskellunge and two other vessels were 
scuttled. The three warships eventually 
were raised by the British, but the can- 
nons remained on the bottom until the 
divers discovered them while exploring 
the lake. 

Lake Michigan diver Richard Bennett, 
Wauwatosa, Wisconsin is after the leg- 





endary Poverty Island treasure and deter- 
mined to make a strike. Legend says the 
French government, stymied by the 
Union’s blockade of Confederate ports 
during the Civil War, shipped five chests 
of gold coin overland through Canada to 
Escanaba, Michigan in 1863. [See page 
28, SDM, March 1986.] The gold was 
supposedly loaded aboard a schooner 
headed down the Wisconsin coast to 
another port, where it was to be carried 
overland to the Mississippi and then 
south into the heart of the Confederacy. 

But off Poverty Island, a dot of land in 
Northern Michigan near Escanaba, 
French-Canadian brigands attacked the 
treasure ship and sank it—so the legend 
goes. Before the ship went down, the 
crew chained the chests together and 
tossed them overboard in fairly shallow 
water for later recovery. Bennett doesn't 
know the name of the vessel he’s seek- 
ing, nor has he found any records of its 
passage or mission. But he believes the 
story and estimates he has spent close to 
$100,000 on a search that began in 
1968. This summer he will use a small 
submarine to continue his quest for the 
legendary treasure. 

Mike Sheen, College Park, Maryland 
reports that he enjoyed diving with the 
Toledo, Ohio Submariners—led by Jerrie 
Sstrubie—on North Carolina’s popular U- 
352. The surface was choppy, but condi- 
tions on the U-boat were excellent. Don 
Acheson retrieved a brass gear mecha- 
nism and Mike got a plastic marker plate 
from the torpedo tube flooding lever in 
the forward torpedo room. Mike was im- 
pressed by Roy Kogge, 7/5, who fulfilled 
a dream to dive the U-352. Steve Varney, 
a paraplegic, is impressive in the water 
too. He made more than 50 dives last 
year, many under tough conditions in the 
Great Lakes. 

Blown out on the tanker Atlas the next 
day, the group revisited the Navy cruiser, 
USS Schurz. The wreck was full of cobia, 
amberjack, triggerfish, angelfish, barra- 
cuda, grouper and grunts. Souvenirs re- 
trieved on the dive included a silver fork, 
the chief engineer's voice tube with a 
(Continued on Page 54) 
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tom of Lake Champlain for more than two | i a 
centuries until three divers salvaged and 
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Want to work in the diving 
industry? Come to the world’s best 
commercial diving school... 





Photos by LARRY CUSHMAN 







About a third of the world’s entry-level professional divers are trained at 
the Ocean Corporation in Houston. We’re the biggest and the best...and the 

( Ome CO commercial diving companies in our area know it. Last year more than 50 
different diving companies hired our people. More divers are hired in Houston 

than any place in the world. Houston is the oil, offshore construction and 
Ho US con | commercial diving capital of the world. 
° If you are interested in becoming a professional diver, remember these 


facts about the Ocean Corporation. 
We teach everything you need to know to immediately go to work. 
We run complete night courses as well as our regular day classes. 


We have the largest full-time training staff of any diving school... 
anywhere. 


Most of our instructors are active inshore and offshore commercial 
divers. 


We pioneered bell diver training, in-house welding training, ASNT- 
level inspection diver training and Diver Medic certification. 


We have our own diving division which performs specialized industrial 
diving operations, such as underwater NDT inspection and nuclear 
powerplant repair work. 


We have a fine climate and good living conditions. Nearby apartment 

sharing and part-time jobs are readily available. 

We'll help you get your first diving job. 

Remember, all commercial diving schools are not alike. Check them 
out. Visit the school if you can. Look for real commercial diving professionalism 
and reputation, adequate facilities and equipment, experienced instructor staff, 
decent housing and living conditions, and, probably most important to you, ask 
them how they plan to help you get your first job in the commercial diving 
industry. 

If you want to be a professional diver, contact our Admissions 
Department. Use the Reader Service Card or call us toll free - (800) 321-0298. 
You’ll be glad you did. 


eanCorporation 


5709 Glenmont, Houston, Texas 77081 (713) 661-0033 
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BY ALFRED A. BOVE, M.D., Ph.D. 


Beer wrote to ask whether a cold 
sore could be transmitted by buddy 
breathing. She developed multiple cold 
sores shortly after buddy breathing with 
a partner who had an active cold sore 
during a pool training session. The issue 
of hygiene in diving is an important one 
| would like to address this month. 

The most common infection is prob- 
ably a cold or upper respiratory virus that 
spreads among individuals who are in 
close contact for several days. This can 
be seen commonly on winter dive trips to 
warm climates. One or two people will 
have active colds and pass the virus to 
the rest of the group within a few days. 
The transmission patterns are varied, but 
a single uncovered sneeze or cough will 
spread virus laden fluid particles in the air 
that are inhaled by others nearby. Acquir- 
ing the virus is not the sole factor in deter- 
mining whether you get sick. Individual 
susceptibility, previous exposure and an- 
tibody development, state of fatigue and 
other factors are all likely contributors to 
the outcome of an exposure. 

Viral infections are most commonly 
spread by direct contact with body fluids. 
Since viruses do not survive long in a dry 
environment, you generally do not get in- 
fected by contact with such ordinary 
items as books, magazines, money, cam- 
eras, etc. You can get or spread infection 
by a sneeze; by sharing cups or eating 
utensils; and by sharing snorkels, masks 
and regulators. If you have a cold or flu- 
like illness, it is common courtesy to 
practice adequate hygiene to avoid 
spreading your illness to others. 

The herpes virus causes the common 
cold sore and is readily spread by con- 
tact with saliva of an infected person. If 
you have a cold sore, do not share 
mouthpieces with another diver, likewise, 
avoid sharing cups, drinking containers 
and eating utensils. Herpes also causes 
infection of the genital organs and can be 
transmitted by sexual contact. Since sex- 
ual contact is rarely inadvertent and is not 
usually part of a diving operation, we will 
not discuss venereal disease. 

Viruses that cause gastrointestinal ill- 
ness including diarrhea and vomiting are 
readily spread by group contact. These 
viruses are also spread by body fluid 
contact. Often, upper respiratory infection 
is part of a ‘“‘stomach virus’ and spread 
of the illness via sneezing and shared 
mouthpieces is possible. Hand contact 
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also spreads the disease, so if you are ill 
with a stomach flu, pay special attention 
to keeping your hands clean. 

Viral hepatitis can be spread by poor 
hygiene. The disease is sometimes ac- 
quired from contaminated shellfish (oy- 
sters, clams), but a spread from person 
to person involves a break in normal hy- 
gienic principles. Contamination of drink- 
ing water by waste water has produced 
epidemics of hepatitis, and living in close 
quarters and use of contaminated intra- 
venous needles also spread the disease. 

A new virus that has become an impor- 
tant problem in several unique popula- 
tions is the HTLV-Ill virus, which causes 


ENR 





Is buddy breathing safe? | 


acquired immune deficiency syndrome 
(AIDS). (HTLV-III is short for human T-cell 
lymphotrophic virus type Ill.) This has 
been found in populations in Europe, 
Russia, Africa and Haiti, and in the homo- 
sexual community in the United States. It 
is usually spread by intimate sexual con- 
tact; by injections of infected blood or 
blood products and by use of contaminat- 
ed needles shared by drug users. HTLV 
virus may appear in the saliva, but the 
significance of this means of infection is 
still unclear. AIDS is not thought to be 
spread by casual contact or proximity 
alone. The consequences of being ex- 
posed to the virus are also not well un- 
derstood. In one case where a brief ex- 
posure resulted in the virus being de- 
tected in the blood, the lack of subse- 
quent exposure resulted in its disappear- 
ance from the bloodstream. There also is 
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uncertainty concerning the ultimate out- 
come of this virus reaching the blood- 
stream. It is likely that most individuals 
exposed to the virus do not develop seri- 
ous Clinical consequences, but the exact 
incidence of infection without disease is 
not presently known. 

In diving, it is highly unlikely that casual 
contact with an infected individual will re- 
sult in infection. Presently, it is not clear 
whether the HTLV virus will Survive in a 
wet mouthpiece, but indications are that 
the chance of infection with this virus 
from a shared mouthpiece is miniscule. 
However, it is probably wise for individu- 
als infected with HTLV virus to avoid 
sharing dive gear mouthpieces. 


BACTERIAL INFECTIONS 

Bacterial infections are caused by sin- 
gle-cell organisms (bacteria) that can sur- 
vive outside of the body if they find a suit- 
able environment. Tuberculosis, a lung 
disease, can be spread by contact with 
clothing, towels, etc. contaminated by a 
person with the active disease. Fortu- 
nately, tuberculosis has diminished in the 
United States, but in underdeveloped 
countries may still be encountered. It is 
unlikely that a person in a dive group will 
have active tuberculosis, since the illness 
is usually serious enough that diving 
would be difficult. Early stages of the dis- 
ease, however, may not produce obvious 
symptoms or illness. Persons with known 
active tuberculosis should not be diving. 
Besides the risk of spreading the infec- 
tion to others, the infection can predis- 
pose to pulmonary barotrauma and air 
embolism. Active fungal infections that 
act somewhat like tuberculosis (e.g., his- 
toplasmosis) present the same problems. 
Certain bacterial infections of the lung 
(pneumonia) can also be spread by close 
contact. Persons with active bacterial 
pneumonia are too sick to dive and often 
require hospitalization. However, a devel- 
oping pneumonia might not be appreciat- 
ed in its early stages and a diver with the 
early, mild stage of pneumonia might 
dive successfully before becoming seri- 
ously ill. The major consequence of 
pneumonia is in the person infected. Bac- 
terial pneumonia requires an early diag- 
nosis and vigorous antibiotic treatment. 
Diving with pneumonia must be avoided 

at all cost. 
Food can be contaminated bacterially 
(Continued on Page 108) 








Its Maui. A woman hangs sus- 
pended in the Pacific depths. Eye to eye 
with the great humpback whales of 
Hawaii. 

She holds her space. Intent. Unflap- 
pable. Dr. Sylvia Earle never turns from a 
challenge. 

Marine biologist. Oceanographer. 
Botanist. Dr. Earle led Americas first 
team of women aquanauts. Leadership 
has been her lot ever since. Laced ya 
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Submariner Oyster Perpetual Date in stainless steel and I8kt gold. 
Write for brochure. Rolex Watch U.S.A., Inc., Dept.959 Rolex Building, 665 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York 10022-5383. 
World headquarters in Geneva. Other offices in Canada and major countries around the world. 
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AUTHORIZED 
TECHNI-PRO FREEDOM 
DEALERS 


ALASKA 

ALASKA MINING & DIVING 
3222 Commercial Dr. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
(907) 277-1741 


SNOW FOX SPORT 

300 East Diamond Blvd. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99515 
(907) 349-2453 


ARIZONA 

AQUA FUN 

5735 East Speedway 
Tucson, AZ 85712 
(602) 886-3535 


ARKANSAS 

LAKE SHORE DIVE CENTER 
108 Case Ford Rd. 

Heber Spri ngs, ARK 

(501) 227-377 


CALIFORNIA 

THE ORIGINAL STEELS 
5987 Telegraph Ave. 
Oakland, CA 94609 
(415) 655-4344 


COLORADO 
COLORADO SCUBA 
1892 South Wadsworth 
Lakewood, CO 80226 
(303) 986-0007 


FLORIDA 
ATLANTIS DIVE 
51 Garden Cove 
‘ M. 106.5 
po 0, FL 33037 
305) 451-1325 


CALOOSA COVE 
M.M. 73 Box 446 
Islamorada, FL 33036 
(305) 664-8057 
CARROLLWOOD DIVE SHOP 
9916 B. North Mabry Hwy. 
Tampa, FL 33624 

813) 961-5262 

sk for Glenn or Frank 


DIVE TECH 

1232 Blonding Blvd. 
Orange Park, FL 32073 
(904) 272-6933 


GULFVIEW DIVERS 

101 Bridge St. 

Bradenton Beach, FL 33510 
(813) 778-3735 


JIM'S DIVE SHOP 
9047 Starkey Rd. 
Seminole, FL 33542 
(813) 387-2850 


PRIVATE DIVERS 

110 East Merritt Island Cswy. 
Merritt Island, FL 32952 
(305) 549-FINS 


REEF RAIDERS 

US 1 M.M. 45 Stock Island 
Key West, FL 33040 

(305) 394-0660 

SCUBA WORLD II! 

937 W. SR 436 

Altamonte, FL 32714 

(305) 862-5489 


SCUBA DISCOVERY 
220 SW Tharpe St. 
Tallahassee, FL 32303 
(904) 656-3483 


SCUBA NAUTIS 
80149 St. South 
Gulfport, FL 33707 
(813) 323-4949 


SCUBA WORLD II! 
937 W. SR 436 
Altamonte, FL 32714 
(305) 862-5489 


SCUBA WORLD III 

1667 S. Hwy. 17-92 
Longwood, FL 32750 

(305) 695-0991 
SPORTSMAN'S PARADISE 
14501 W. Dixie Hwy. 

North Miami Beach, FL 33162 
(305) 940-9192 


SPORTSMAN'S PARADISE 
3119 Coral Way 

Miami, FL 33145 

(305) 443-8883 
SPORTSMAN’S PARADISE 
2800 N. Federal Hwy. 

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33306 
(305) 563-1900 


TREASURE DIVERS 
RR 2 Box 11 
Islamorada, FL 33036 
(305) 664-5111 


UNIQUE SPORTS 
1095 A1A 


Jupiter, FL 33458 
(305) 747-8779 


| GEORGIA 


BERRY ATLANTA 

3443 Steward Ave. 
Hapeville, GA 30354 

(404) 766-1186 

DIVER SUPPLY 

5208 Mercer University Dr. 
Macon, GA 31206 

(912) 474-6790 


HAWAII 

ARRONS DIVE SHOP 

602 Kaila Rd. 

Kaila Oahu, Hawaii 96734 
(809) 262-2333 


ILLINOIS 

BERRY’S SCUBA CO. 
6674 N. NW Hwy. 
Chicago, IL 60651 
(312) 763-1626 


BERRY’S SCUBA 


) Yorktown Mall 
» Lombard, IL 60148 


(312) 495-2822 
BERRY’S SCUBA 


} 1717 Rand Rd. 


Palatine, IL 60067 
(312) 358-3848 


MASSACHUSETTS 
SCUBA SERVICE OF NEW 
ENGLAND 

1573 Great Plain Ave. 
Needham, MASS. 02192 
(617) 244-9810 


MICHIGAN 

MICHINA SCUBA 
301 East Main Niles 
Main Niles, MI 49120 
(616) 683-4502 


RECREATIONAL DIVING 
4424 N. Woodward 
Royal Oak, MI 48072 
(313) 549-0303 

Ask for Susie 


MINNESOTA 

MINNESOTA DIVE CENTER 
4164 18 Ave. NW 
Rocheator, MN 55901 
(507) 288-8802 


SMITH DIVING 
2835 Central Ave. 


pe es MN 

(612) 789-2575 
MISSOURI 
BOOMSLICK DIVING 
1218 Coinkscales Rd. 


Columbia, MO 65201 
(314) 445-9141 


NEVADA 

S.B. RECREATION 

848 A. East Lake Mead Dr. 
Henderson, NEV 89015 
(702) 564-6810 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 
WET FUN 


165 Deer St. 
Penemedth, NH 03801 
(603) 430- 8626 


NEW YORK 

BAYSIDE DIVING CENTER 
4259 Culver Rd. 
Rochester, NY 14622 
(716) 323-2800 


BOREUM HILL EXCHANGE 
290 Atlantic Ave. 
Brooklyn, NY 11201 

(718) 802-0700 


ISLAND SCUBA CENTER 
74 Wood Cleft Ave. 
Freeport, NY 11520 
(16) 546-2030 


MARTINI SCUBA 
2037 Central Pk. Ave. 
Yonkers, NY 10715 
(914) 779-9786 


ee AQUALUNG 
3 W. 42nd St. 


was uare, NY 10036 
(212) 947-501 8 


OHIO 

BUCKEYE DIVING SCHOOL 
46 Warrensville Center Rd. 
Bedford, OH 44146 

(214) 439-3677 


CINCINNATI DIVE SHOP 
8412 Winston Rd. 
aN ye 45231 
(513) 52 1-348 


OKLAHOMA 
SCUBA TEC 

1500 S. 135 E. Ave. 
Tulsa, OK 74108 
(918) 437-2787 


PENNSYLVANIA 
WASHINGTON SCUBA 
RD 6 Box 518 
Washington, PA 15301 
(412) 228-8686 


TEXAS 
AQUA VENTURES 


(713) 468-6211 

LA MAR PRO DIVE SHOP 
2563 | H10 

Beaumont, TX 77702 
(409) 892-5015 


bh aig SCUBA 
14230 W. Heimer 

Houston, TX 77077 

(713) 493-0344 


VACATION ADVENTURES 


(713) 995-7795 


WISCONSIN 

DIVE goal SCUBA CENTER 
404 A Post Rd. 

Plover, Wis 54467 


AUSTRALIA 

DESIGNER RESEARCH 

Suite 7, 9 Carr Street Coogee 

? dney, Australia 
-655-8990 


phate 
UNEXSO 

ea Bay Hotel 
Freeport, Bahamas 
(809) 373-1244 


BERMUDA 

H. DAVIDSON COMPANY 
P.O. Box HM 477 Park Rd. 
Hamilton, Bermuda 
(809) 282-3839 


CAYMAN ISLANDS 
DON FOSTER DIVE GRAND 
CAYMAN 
P.O. Box 151 
Grand Cayman, Cl 
(809) 94 -7025 


EDEN ROCK DIVING CENTER 
P.O. Box 1907 

Grand Cayman, Cl 
(809) 94 -7243 


Apes s oaks LIMITED 
P.O. Box 9! 

Grand Ca’ a 

(809) 94 e168 


PETER HUGHES DIVE TIARA 
Me Beach Hotel 
(349) 9 Island, Cl 
809) 948- 7313 


eH sigh 
P.O. Box 760 

Grand Cayman 
(809) 94 E36 


NETHERLANDS ANTILLES 
PETER HUGHES DIVE BONAIR 
Flamingo Beach Hotel 

Bonair, Netherlands Antilles 
(011) 599-78282 


VIRGIN ISLANDS 
AQUATIC CENTER 
P.O. B 


0. Box 108 
Roadtown, Tortola BVI 
(809) 494-2588 


CONSOLIDATED 
AQUANAUTICS 

P.O. Box 4293 

St. Thomas, USVI 00801 
(809) 775-4812 


FW WOOLWORTH #2683 
Box 5988 Sunny Isies 
Christensted, St Croix VI 


MASK & FIN 
Grand Hotel 


_ St. Thomas, VI 00802 


(809) 774-7177 

PETER HUGHES DIVE 
BARBADOS 

South Wind Beach Hotel 
St. Lawrence Ca 


Christ Church, VI 
(809) 428-7181 
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The First 
Fog Free Mas 


iial=m (=e alae wee 

FOG FREEDOM... er 
Revolutionizing | 

the dive industry. 


A NEW DIMENSION IN FREEDOM! i 
Many have tried to develop a fog free mas 

But, Techni-Pro discovered the secretin enc Bs al 

neering and design! The Techni-Pro mask will, © 

not fog! No matter what See fe. Migs 

id [oyal-wa'(oleMim-lalle)’maele-] FREEDOM! 4 


THERMOTECH =, 


STABILLZER. a 
Based on tempera- ef, fj, 
ture coefficients, the f f 
Fog Freedom® hasa 
Stabilizing system 
idpt- [mere] iate-la-maal—) 
elements: both 
extreme heat and 
extreme cold. No 
eleladi-leN-ye) 15] 4(0)a|-¥ 
No treatments. No 
fog. FREEDOM! . 


ERGONOMICALLY ., 

LOW VOLUME! 
The Fog Free- See rae 

fo [eo] pa hom-\-)-] Mi-Mar=\-y- 1 ae ee 

fee}aide]eig-[e muon (oe) meia|-\-) Cun 

elolal=1--lalemal(elam«-lpa) 9) (--5 

e-eo hf] a[e-fo Mo (-1-Jfe lak) |(-\t- | 4-1-8 eo) g-1-1-10 a=) 

created by most low-volume masks. It 

je} go) "f[o[-\-Nele] psi io)a am iat-ie-)simell-t-lelalee=jare| 

maximum vision. More FREEDOM! 


DIVING IS BEAUTIFUL--DON’T FOGIT UP! 
Mial-M ele Gai d-1-le[e) anh e-W-laleldal-)m-j4-le hae) 7-1 a0, 
Techni-Pro’s main objective: “TOTAL FREEDOM 

UNDER SEA” 


PLEASE BE PATIENT... 

WV fold= dat-lae-Mal-\, meat=\-) em aal-B elem al g-l-l0 (ela aie 
Ewe ed -\"fe) | Uigle)spe-jom-\r-lit-lelilia Mu dlimel-miiaalic—0p 
ea (== }-{-Mot=] Ze) 0| mi leler-]meli-E-jale) em dem-\-] @imanl-\) 
have received the Fog Freedom.* 
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Patent Pending 












THE PRESENT... 
AND CLEARLY THE FUTURE! 





DEALER ORDER LINE: 
1-800-231-1150 
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’ SUPERIOR DIVE TECHNOLOGY! 
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Diving News 





From Down Under 


Budget Trips To The Barrier Reef 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY GERI MURPHY 





arry May, president of Reef Explorer 

Cruises, recently announced the offer 
of short term, budget dive trips aboard 
the M/V Auriga Bay for as little as $475. 
These special four night, five night and 
six night cruises travel along the outer 
edge of the northern Great Barrier Reef, 
in the 160 mile stretch between Cairns 
and Lizard Island. 

The M/V Auriga Bay is a custom built, 
50 foot, steel hulled live-aboard boat. 
She carries 10 divers and has a cruising 
range of 2,000 miles. One of the first Aus- 
tralia live-aboard dive boats, she has 
logged thousands of miles charting the 
best underwater sites throughout the 
Great Barrier Reef. 

Accommodations aboard the craft con- 
sist of two, two berth cabins that can con- 
vert to double cabins, plus two, four berth 
cabins fitted with single bunks. All cabins 
are fully air-conditioned and there are two 
showers on board. Special equipment in- 
cludes an auto pilot, radar, satellite navi- 
gator, echo sounder and ship-to-shore 
radio telephone. 

The M/V Auriga Bay is equipped with 
two Bristol seven cfm air compressors, 
an air storage bank and 16 scuba tanks. 
There is a side boarding ladder with a 
horizontal below-surface platform, as 
well as a stern diving platform. For night 
diving, the vessel has underwater flood 
lights. Rental dive lights are available. 
The Auriga Bay also trails a 14 foot alumi- 
num dive tender powered by a 35 hp out- 
board motor. 

The Auriga Bay is able to offer this new 
series of special budget trips because 
three short term, reef hopping cruises 
have been scheduled that stop at the 
northern Queensland Coast ports of 
Cairns, Port Douglas, Cooktown and 
Lizard Island. Divers can board the Auri- 
ga Bay at any one of these points and 
take a short trip (five or more days) to the 
next boarding point. , 

The first segment of the journey is a 
five day/four night cruise from Cairns to 
Port Douglas. This is the shortest leg of 
the trip and the one being offered for 
$475 (U.S. currency). This economical 
cruise covers 50 miles of outer reef, stop- 
ping at such top dive sites as Hastings, 
Saxon, Norman, Tounge and Opal Reefs. 
The trip also includes a visit to the Sea- 
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bird Sanctuary at Michaelmas Cay before 
concluding at Port Douglas. 

The second segment of the journey is 
the longest, consisting of a seven day/six 
night cruise from Port Douglas to Lizard 
Island. This trip is priced at $950 and 
takes guests along the outer edge of the 
world famous Ribbon Reefs and then on 
to Lizard Island. Dive sites along this leg 
of the trip include the spectacular Snake 
Gully, a 15 to 60 foot deep reef loaded 
with soft corals, clownfish and sea 
snakes. Pixie Pinnacle is a protected 
reef, 40 to 60 feet deep, with a spectacu- 
lar array of macro creatures. Other excit- 
ing sites include Shark Ledge, Canyon 
Reef, Five and a Half and Barry’s Bom- 
mie. The trip concludes at Lizard Island 
resort where guests can extend their dive 
vacation with a few days of island com- 
fort if they choose. 

The third segment of the Auriga Bay 
odyssey is a five day/five night south- 
ward cruise from Lizard Island to Cook- 
town. This leg of the journey is priced at 
$620 and includes diving along the outer 
edge of the Ribbon Reefs. One of the 
highlights of the trip is a visit to the world 
famous Cod Hole. Here divers can handa- 
feed a family of nine giant potato cod (a 
type of grouper), ranging from 75 to 175 
pounds in size. These creatures are awe- 
somely large but extremely docile and 
friendly. They can be handfed and photo- 
graphed at close distance at depths from 
30 to 50 feet. 

As with all segments of the Auriga Bay 
Cruise, guests spend a comfortable eve- 
ning in sheltered lagoons, often making 
after-dinner night dives. The Auriga Bay 


arrives in Cooktown in the early evening 


Je, 4 Osprey Reef 

ve @ Lizard Is. 

*. 4 Cod Hole 

ae fry Bougainville 
*" Reef 





Cooktown 


Townsville 


AUSTRALIA 


New, short duration cruises are avail- 
able on the Auriga Bay. The 50 foot 
vessel will travel from Cairns to Cook- 
town, stopping at Port Douglas and 
Lizard Island on the way. In each of the 
three travel segments divers will enjoy 
the best of Australian reef diving. 


of the fifth day and passengers may 
spend the night on board or visit historic 
nearby Cooktown prior to flying out the 
next morning. 

All three segments of the Auriga Bay 
odyssey are specifically scheduled to co- 
ordinate with Qantas flights arriving in 
Cairns International Airport from Honolu- 
lu. Travelers from the United States can 
now fly direct to Cairns from Seattle, San 
Francisco or Los Angeles by connecting 
through Honolulu. The Hawaii layover is 
very brief. 

Travelers arrive in Cairns in the early 
morning and can spend the day exploring 
the city and acclimating to the new time 
zone and tropical weather. After a good 
night's sleep, guests board the Auriga 
Bay at Cairns, or travel northward to Port 
Douglas or Lizard Island for boarding at 
those departure points. Port Douglas is a 
one hour drive north of Cairns, while 
Lizard Island is a one and one-half hour 
flight aboard Air Queensland. 

For further information about the new 
Auriga Bay budget dive trips, contact 
Dive In Australia, 680 Beach St., Suite 
340, San Francisco, CA 94109; tele- 
phone (415) 928-4480. ~stt. 
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Were bettin 
$5000 our new Calypso 
BC 1s unbeatable. 


O,, new Calypso is a 


major breakthrough in BC 
design. In fact, we’re so 
confident that it'll beat 
anything on the market, 
we're putting our money 
where our mouth is. 
Just take the Calypso 
Challenge* and you 
could win $5,000. 

To enter, try on a 
Calypso at your local 
Authorized Aqua-Lung 
Pro-Line Dealer. Then 
try any competitor’s 






















—no more straight jacket 
restrictions, but a freedom of 
movement that'll make you won- 
der how divers put up with 
ordinary BC’s for so long. 

Notice, too, the streamlined 
low-profile design. It hugs your 
body for reduced drag. And it 

floats you higher above water 
for better visibility and 
surface comfort. 
There's so much more 
we could tell you about the 
Calypso BC. But we’d much 
rather show you. Take the 


BC. Compare them fully Calypso Challenge. You’ve 
inflated, with a tank. You'll ~ got nothing to lose. And 


notice the incredible differ- — ee Le ue 2 ff $5,000 to gain. Contact 

ence in comfort immediately. 3 Liye’ SeZe your authorized 

Calypso puts the tank's weight Aqua-Lung Pro-Line 

squarely on your hips, not tugging dealer or U.S. DIVERS, 

at your shoulders. 3323 W. Warner, PO. Box 
Try a few wide-open arm 25018, Santa Ana, CA 

circles and you're in for 92799-5018, or call 

another pleasant surprise (714) 540-8010. 


41 4 
a ey en ee 


“Entry forms and contest rules available at parileipatine Ss 
Aqua-Lung Pro-Line Dealers. Entrants must be either a certified 
diver or a student enrolled in a diving class. Contest ends 
June 30, 1986. Void where prohibited by law. 














TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY GERI MURPHY 


or more than 20 years the Subsea 
Mark 150 has been regarded as the 
workhorse of the professional underwa- 
ter photographer. No other strobe has 
quite matched its unique features and ul- 
tra wide angle, 150 degree coverage. 
Even today, the pros speak fondly of 
the Mark 150 and many are still in use. 
But alas, there is one annoying problem 
that has haunted this strobe for decades. 
It is powered by an old fashioned 510 volt 
dry cell battery. This form of battery is be- 
coming increasingly expensive and more 
difficult to find every year. 
Graflex/Subsea has recently solved 


The Subsea Mk 150 RG has a recharge- 
able gel cell, held in place by a Velcro 
strap. The gel cell features a unique 
connector to eliminate polarization er- 
rors. The charger operates on two set- 
tings, for a quick or normal charge. 
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this dilemma by introducing a high pow- 
ered rechargeable battery package for 
the classic Mk 150 that can deliver 175 
flashes at full power and up to 325 
flashes at low power. 

The new Mark 150 RG is powered by 
radical battery technology. It uses a gel 
cell instead of the more conventional ni- 
cad rechargeable batteries. The gel cell 
offers two distinct advantages. First of all, 
these cells do not take a discharge or re- 
charge memory set as ni-cads often do. 
Also, gel cells are less expensive than ni- 
cads, so you can afford to have a couple 
of spares on hand. 





The gel cell is a modern descendant of 
wet cell battery technology. It is some- 
thing like a wet cell automobile battery, 
except the chemical inside is in jelly form 
and the battery case is sealed. Gel cells 
are used in some off-road motorcycles. 

The gel cell provides more than ade- 
quate power for a full day of diving. With 
a full charge, the battery will produce 175 
flashes on full power (150 watt-sec). That 
is almost five rolls of 36 exposure film. 
You can obtain 250 flashes at the 100 
watt-sec setting and an Impressive 325 
flashes at the 50 watt-sec setting. A mac- 
ro photographer could shoot nine rolls of 
36 exposure film before recharging! 

Still another advantage of the gel cell 
is faster recycle times. At the 50 watt-sec 
setting, the Mark 150 RG will recycle in 
two seconds flat! Recycle time at full 
power (150 watt-sec) is reduced from six 
seconds to four and one-half seconds— 
25 percent faster than the old battery. 

The gel cell has also eliminated power 
tapering. The last flash is just as powerful 
as the first. 

In conjunction with the new gel cell bat- 
tery package, Graflex/Subsea has intro- 
duced an equally radical battery charger, 
which is fully automatic. The auto charger 
is a sophisticated ‘black box”’ that can 
charge the gel cell at either a normal or 
fast rate and shut down to a trickle 
charge when the battery has reached 95 
percent of full capacity. The battery can 
be left on the auto charger indefinitely. 

On the normal rate, a fully exhausted 
battery is charged in 12 to 16 hours. On 
the quick setting, the same battery can be 
charged in three and one-half hours. 

Furthermore, the black box is equip- 
ped with two red LED lights that show 
when the auto charger is properly con- 
nected and operating and let you know 
when the battery is fully charged. The au- 
to charger will operate on either 110 volt 
or 220 volt AC electricity. 

As for performance, the new RG model 
is just as powerful and just as reliable as 
my trusty Mk 150. It is the same size and 
configuration as the previous model and 
all accessory arms are interchangeable. 

The new Mk 150 RG also offers all of 
those unique features its predecessor 
did, such as 150 degree angle-of-cover- 
age, three different power output modes 
and a slave mode for remote firing. The 
RG comes in clear, black or transparent 
orange and Is available with the connec- 
tor of your choice. Prices start at $591, 
for the black model with Nikonos connec- 
tor. The Mark 100 is also available with a 
gel cell battery. ) 

The Mark 150 RG is good news for 
professionals and advanced amateurs 
who seek a specialized underwater 
strobe with ultra-wide angle coverage. 

For more information and specific 
prices, contact Larry Salvo, President, 
Graflex/Subsea Corp., 975 West 17th 
St., Riviera Beach, FL 33404 or tele- 
phone (305) 844-8937. >t. 
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1-800-824-0313 
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This is a 
Sophisticated 
Underwater 
Pulse Induction 
metal detector. 
It is easy to 
use, guaranteed 


to depths of 200 
feet, and gives 
both an audible 
and visual 
target indica- 

. tion. 
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Cl reasure~ 
Brought To You By White’s PI 1000 


FREE CATALOG 


$499.95 


AUTHORIZED DEALER 
TOLL FREE: 1-800-547-6911 





SET SUIT i 





e Excellent 
Sensitivity for 
Coins, Rings, 
and Relics 
made of Gold, 
Silver, and 
Other Metals. 


¢ Compare the 
Pi 1000 Series 2 
to Underwater 
Detectors 
Costing Twice 
the Price! 


1011 Pleasant Vailey Rd. 
Sweet Home, OR 97386 


ARIS Dept. SD-4 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
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INTERNATIONAL CONTACT POINTS 


White’s Electronics Intl., Ltd. 
13 Harbour Rd. 
Inverness, Scotland 1V1 1RY 


Burns Scott Intl. 

14 Queens Rad. - 11th Floor 
Melbourne 3004 
Eastern Australia 














DIT ACCREDITATION 


The Divers Institute of Technology, in 
Seattle Washington, has been granted 
accreditation, for the third straight year, 
by the National Association of Trade and 
Technical Schools. To fulfill the NATTS 
standards, DIT underwent a detailed 
study. Factors considered included the 
school’s history, enrollment, refund poll- 
cies, faculty, admission requirements, in- 
tegrity of operation and course offerings. 

For more information about DIT and 
professional deep sea diving, contact 
Divers Institute of Technology, P.O. Box 
70312, Seattle, Washington 98107 or call 
collect (206) 783-5542. >. 


THOMSON/LIFEGUARD 
SYSTEMS 


Bridget Thomson has joined Lifeguard 
systems Inc. as training coordinator. Her 
experience extends beyond diving in- 
struction; she is a registered nurse with 
experience in intensive care ambulance 
response. She has already been involved 
in many training programs throughout the 
East Coast as well as having been a CPR 
and first aid trainer at the DEMA show in 
Orlando, FL. She recently compiled a 
rescue training workbook for Lifeguard 
SYSteMS. > 


WOMEN IN DIVING 
WORKSHOP 


Do women who dive have special 
problems in the undersea environment? 
This topic will be discussed in a work- 
shop, May 21 and 22 at the Bethesda, 
MD headquarters of the Undersea Medi- 
cal Society (UMS). he 

The event acknowledges the fast- 
growing importance of the female diver, 
who now represents roughly one-quarter 
of the total sport diving population in the 
U.S. It is planned as part of an ongoing 
research project that began in 1978 with 
a workshop on diving and pregnancy. 

An update on the effects of diving on 
both mother and fetus will be presented 
but the May workshop will focus on 
male/female differences in thermal bal- 
ance, endocrinology, endurance and 
dexterity. Whether women are more sus- 
ceptible to decompression sickness will 
be examined, as will the possible effect 
of taking oral contraceptives. The specific 
equipment needs of women underwater, 
their psychological concerns and possi- 
ble legal aspects of diving while pregnant 
are also on the workshop agenda. 

For more information contact the Un- 
dersea Medical Society, 9650 Rockville 
Pike, Bethesda, MD 20814; (301) 530- 
9225. >t. 






































The diving off Florida’s east coast offers something for everyone, from wrecks to 
reptiles. Charter boats make access to these sites easy. Top: A school of grunts 
swims through the fantail of the Mercedes as a diver looks on. Clockwise from above: 
a school of jacks; a diver with a porcupinefish off Ft. Lauderdale; the colorful Jupiter 
lighthouse north of Palm Beach; a diver swims with a large turtle; wreck diving. 
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Floridas East Coast 


From Reefs 
To Wrecks 


BY STEVE LUCAS 


PHOTOGRAPHY BY 
STEVE LUCAS AND RICK FREHSEE 


he big green monster weaved excit- 

edly. The scent of our game bag pre- 
ceding us, he had begun his open water 
dance before we even came close to his 
den. Completely away from cover, he 
turned quickly, snapping at his reflection 
in the dome of my camera lens. The smell 
of unseen food was maddening and he 
wasn't ready to share it with the moray in- 
side my camera. 

Like an animated seven foot vacuum 
hose, he inhaled the first chunks of bait 
dropped in front of his snout. Suddenly 
he jerked. A mate had emerged from 
deep within the den. Hidden just inside 
the hole, an underwater sand storm 
raged as the two greens tangled. Sec- 
onds later, his point apparently made, the 
big one returned. As if nothing had hap- 
pened, he put his nose directly against 
the faceplate of one of my dive partners 
to beg for another bite. 

Thirty yards away, another group of 
divers had located a nest of loggerhead 
turtles. As many as ten of the resting gi- 
ants could be counted lying on the coral 
rocks. Ten feet beneath them, under an 
overhanging ledge, one-half dozen nurse 
sharks, some as large as eight and nine 
feet, rotated their beady eyes and quietly 
pumped seawater through their gills. 
Yards away, a wall of 20 pound jacks 
swam by in unison, almost totally 
blocking the sun. And, so went another 
average day of diving along the edge of 
the Gulf Stream on the coraline ridges of 
Florida’s southeast coast. 

Encounters with morays, turtles, 
sharks, dolphins, mantas and even gji- 
gantic whale sharks are considered the 
region's forte by divers who regularly 
venture out of the inlets near Jupiter, Rivi- 
era Beach, Palm Beach, Lake Worth, 
Pompano Beach, Fort Lauderdale and 
Hollywood. And, on top of the concentra- 
tion of marine animals that swim with div- 
ers, this golden coast is quickly becom- 
ing a center for the sport’s most popular 
activity—wreck diving. 

Starting from the south and heading 
north, the faces of this vacation beach 
change quickly. From the coarse brown 
sand between Hollywood and Dania, the 
scene livens aS you venture across the 
17th Street causeway into the non-stop 
party atmosphere of Fort Lauderdale 
Beach’s A1A strip. College students and 
‘‘yuppies”’ alike come to soak up the sun 





‘The probabilities 


are unlimited! 


Your probability of having a great time in Fort Lauderdale is better 
than 100%. We furnish lots of sun, surf, sand, diving, and maybe 
even some new friends! And we put you right in the middle of the 
possibilities with the only complete dive resort on the beach. 


The famous 200 freighter Mercedes, the Rebel, and the Tenneco 
oil rig towers are just a few of the more than 50 dive sites we can 
show you any week. 


Three uncrowded boats, friendly crews, and Florida’s most exciting 
dives. And on the way back we always treat you to a tropical delight! 


Best Prices on the Beach! 


Stay at the Lauderdale Surf, Fort Lauderdale’s fun resort hotel. 
3 days / 2 nights / 6 dives (double occupancy) 


$99.95 * mam 


*Non-diver, single occupancy, and other packages 
are also available. 


Divers Unlimited 


For information and reservations call our travel desk at: 
(305) 981-0156 





Divers Unlimited 6023 Hollywood Blvd. Hollywood, FL 33024 


Divers Unlimited Lauderdale Surf Hotel 440 Seabreeze Ave. Fort 
Lauderdale Beach, FL 
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Florida’ East Coast 


and escape. Parasails blossom and as- 
cend above the waves to give visitors a 
breath-stealing view of the shoreline. 
Above them, a dozen airplanes constant- 
ly trail banners, simultaneously advertis- 
ing everything from rock concerts to itsy 
bitsy bikini: contests. 

Just miles north of this year-round 
spring break party, life and the beaches 
are more subdued. Condominiums line 
the shore and the average age of resi- 
dent and visitor increases by 30 to 40 
years. Between Pompano Beach and 
Lake Worth, middle America and the new 
rich have come to construct their beach- 
front homes. 

At Palm Beach, America’s old wealth is 
apparent. Mile after mile of the beach is 
private. Tall, perfectly trimmed hedges try 
to hide the estates from the outside 
world. Rolls Royce Silver Clouds, Jag- 
uars and Mercedes 600s commonly re- 
place Fords, Toyotas and Hondas in the 
manicured circular driveways of these 
mega-million dollar mansions. 

Then, almost without warning, the 
beach becomes naturally wild: no build- 
ings, nO mansions, no condos—just 
grasses, sea oats, bushes, fine sand and 
ocean. North of Riviera Beach, one of 
Florida's widest, most inviting and often 
unpopulated shorelines runs for miles. 

This region of Florida has dozens of 
adventures for vacationing dive enthusi- 
asts and their friends. You can take a din- 
ner cruise down the intercoastal water- 
ways of any of the major cities on a river 
steamer. In Lauderdale, splash into a 
manmade ocean from the top of an im- 
mense collage of water flumes, or play in 
the million gallon wave pool of Six Flags 
Atlantis. If you want to see the ocean per- 
form, you can watch sharks being fed 
and porpoises dancing at Ocean World. 

Feel like a wager? Catch a fast action 
game of jai alai in Dania or Palm Beach, 
or visit the harness races at Pompano 
Park. Want to see the real Florida wilder- 
ness? Take a swamp buggy or airboat 
ride out across the Everglades. Want to 
run away to Africa? West of the turnpike, 
near Palm Beach, you can drive through 
Lion Country with its eight miles of paved 
roads that wind through 640 acres of 
recreated African veldt. Lions, rhinos, ze- 
bras, antelope, chimpanzees and giraffes 
roam free while you are happily captive 
in your car. Want to say you had dinner 
at a movie star's place? The Burt Reyn- 
olds Dinner Theatre at Jupiter features in- 
ternationally known stars in after dinner 
productions. Burt himself has been 
Known to visit with his guests. 

If you are a history fan, at least one of 
the historic Palm Beach mansions is 
open for tours: Whitehall, the former 
home of Henry Morrison Flagler, one of 
the state’s earliest entrepreneurs. He was 
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co-founder of the Florida East Coast Rail- 
way and it was responsible for connect- 
ing the peninsula to the Keys and Key 
West. Whitehall has been magnificently 
restored with many of the original furnish- 
ings from its turn of the century origins. 

Most of the dive sites near the Palm 
Beach and Fort Lauderdale area are one- 
half mile or more offshore. Fortunately, 
dive charter operators and dive resort ho- 
tels can be found along the coast. 

At the north end, running past a brilliant 
red lighthouse near Jupiter inlet, the Gulf 
Stream comes very near shore before 
abruptly turning seaward. As a result, the 
waters are usually clear and fast moving. 
Here, and on most of the southeast Flori- 
da coast, drift diving is the only practical 
way to explore the reefs and ledges. 
Each group of four to six divers is usually 
given a trail line and float. In 45 minutes 
of drifting with the current you can cover 
as much territory as a mile or more! 
When the allotted bottom time is up, the 
boat will be waiting within a few yards of 
your marker. 

Dive sites near Jupiter range from 
depths of 40 to more than 100 feet. One 
of the most popular ledges is Jupiter 
High. As deep as 90 feet in the sand, the 
break jumps almost straight up to a shelf 
at 65 feet. It lies right beneath the Gulf 


FLORIDA’S 


EAST 
COAST 


The lower east coast 
of Florida, from Jupi- 
ter to Hollywood, of- 
fers topside amuse- 
ments, watersports 
and exciting marine 
life encounters. The 
area is fast becoming 
a hot spot for wreck 
diving enthusiasts. 


Stream and the volume of water flowing 
past is awesome. If it were not for the 
many large holes and crevices where you 
can hide, the current would make it all but 
impossible to stop for a closer inspection 
or photograph. 

Several miles in total length, the ledge 
is filled with the same types of marine life 
you would expect to see in the Caribbe- 
an. Schools of several hundred jack cre- 
valle, weighing 20 to 30 pounds each, 
are likely to accompany you on your dive. 
Big green morays, including the pair we 
found and fed, frequently swim out of hid- 
ing when divers approach. 

If any single dive has become synony- 
mous with the Palm Beach area, it is cer- 
tainly the wreck of the 185 foot Greek lux- 
ury yacht Mizpah. Relatively intact in 90 
feet, she lies only one and one-half miles 
from the Palm Beach inlet. Purposely 
sunk as an artificial reef, it is now a fish 
preserve with no spearing or collecting 
allowed. On the seafloor for more than 16 
years, the Mizpah has begun to deterio- 
rate. Going inside is no longer wise. 
Thousands of baitfish swarm about her 
hulk and a large school of grunts can 
usually be found inside her gashed bow. 

A few feet away, the patrol craft PC 11 
lies broken in half. When drifting with the 
current, the two ships allow a diver to 
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We Guarantee Over 50 Reefs and Wrecks 
Including The Famous “Mercedes I’ 












DIVE PACKAGE INCLUDES PROFES SSi NMED IVA \ cIKY a“ lele) ms 
« Panoramic ocean view room ORIDA 
- Free welcome cocktail © Day Dive Trips $25.00 
e Full divers breakfast ¢« Student Referral Training 
« Half day charter aboard the ‘’Pro Diver’ ¢ Openwater Upgrades 
including 2 dives on wrecks or reefs e Advanced Certifications 
« Tanks, back pack, weight belt « Specialties - Night, Deep, Wreck 
Refreshments on board PADI 5 Star icllellare 
$69. 0O $89.00 And Resort Facility 
pp/double occ. single occ. 
xl, 
, gic 
robo Dwr PRO DIVE 
FT. LAUDERDALE - BEACH a 


FOR DIVE TRIP INFORMATION, INSTRUCTION AND RESERVATIONS 


1-800-772-DIVE 





Holiday Inn - Sunrise Blvd. and AlA - 999 N. Atlantic Blvd. - Ft Lauderdale, Florida 33304 
Pro Dive Charters » Bahia Mar Yachting Ctr. (AIA) - Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316 
Florida and local calls phone: (305) 761-3413 


circle #113 on Reader Service Card 











IMAGINE A WATER WONDERLAND WITH FUN 
BOTH IN AND OUT OF THE WATER. 





From our 23 miles of splendid beach to our close-in 
offshore reefs, Greater Fort Lauderdale is paradise for any- 
one who loves the sun and the water. Dive shops, dive 
skippers and charter boats are in abundance. 


Call your professional Travel Agent 
or write: Broward County Tourist Devel- 
opment Council, 201 S.E. 8th Avenue, 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301. 

Imagine a Greater Fort Lauderdale 


vacation. Imagine that. 


GREATER FORT LAUDERDALE = 


HOLLYWOOD * POMPANO BEACH 
LAUDERDALE-BY-THE-SEA * DEERFIELD BEACH 


or the time 
of your 
life... 


e Daily Charters 
e Wreck Dives 
e Night Dives 

e Instruction 

e Rentals 

° Hotel & Dive Packages 

e Student Referrals NAUI & PADI 
e Photography & Spearfishing 

e Personalized Sales & Service 


os i MC MARIN INE: 





one (305) 974-7333 


1683 S. St. Rd. 7 
N. Lauderdale, FL 33068 


<> 


Je 


Pro Facility 
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Other specials also available. 


17967 U.S. Hwy. 1 
Jupiter-Tequesta 
CALL TODAY FOR RESERVATIONS 


(305) 144-6674 
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DIVE JUPITER 
with John Larsen’s 


ADVENTURE SCUBA 


*For more excitement § *more fish 
‘larger lobster § *Drift Diving 
*Reefs *Wrecks “Daily Trips 
*Personalized Services 

*Spearfishing “U/W Photography 
*Largest Dive Facility 

*Packages Available 


Call (305) 746-1555 
150 N. U.S. Hwy. 1 
Tequesta, FL 33469 
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DIVE JUPITER 


Bo AND LODGING 


A DAY/+ TAX 


Two Tank Dive @ Tanks ® Weight/Belt 
* Limited to availability. Choose from bud- 
get priced hotels, villas & elegant resorts. 


Floridas East Goast 


swim almost uninterrupted above the 
hulks of each for more than 100 yards. 
Not far behind the patrol craft's stern, the 
30 foot freighter Amarilys is completely 
gutted. Schooling fish hide from the cur- 
rent inside the barrier created by her hull 
and bulkheads. 

One-half mile south of the Palm Beach/ 
Lake Worth inlet in 85 feet is one 
‘“‘wreck’’ that could only be found in Palm 
Beach: a perfectly good (at least before 
it was sunk) 1967 Rolls Royce Silver 
Shadow. Worth more than $25,000 at 
the time it went to the bottom, the car was 
donated by a local businessman in an ef- 
fort to attract attention to the need to con- 
struct more artificial reefs. Apparently his 
tactic is working. Since its September 
1985 sinking two more wrecks, a barge 
and the 120 foot freighter Eisuad, have 
joined the Rolls to form what is being 
touted as the Palm Beach Triangle. 
Schools of barracuda, amberjack and 
other fish have already begun to populate 
the area. 

Farther south, reefs such as Breakers, 
the Trench, Cable Crossing, Double 
Ledges and Paul’s rise from two to eight 
feet off the sand. Constantly fed and re- 
plenished by the stream, these reefs of- 
ten swarm with angels, butterflies, snap- 
per and grouper. 

Down the coast from Palm Beach, 
along the beachfront cities of Lake Worth, 
Boynton Beach, Delray Beach, Boca Ra- 
ton and Pompano Beach, the reef takes 
on some of its most dramatic forms. The 
breaks frequently jump 10 to 15 feet from 
the sand and are totally encrusted with 
large sponges. Not as frequented by the 
large marine animals, the reefs called 
Lynn’s, Delray Ledge, Fingers, Boca 
North and Hillsboro begin to take on 
much the same appearance as those in 
the Keys, minus the large elkhorn corals. 
Schools of up to 100 blue lined grunts 
swarm about their faces. Smaller tropi- 
cals are much more common here than 
on the reefs a few miles to the north. 
Some sections are riddled with small 
caves and overhangs alive with glassy 
minnows. Several reefs harbor some of 
the large brain corals commonly found 
deep in the Keys. 

Between Fort Lauderdale and Holly- 
wood are many of the most popular, and 
most often dived, reefs and wrecks in 
Florida. The area's dive operators have 
worked closely with state and local offi- 
cials in an effort to promote this region as 
the fastest growing dive resort area in the 
United States. 

Many divers rate the sites near here 
with those found in the Middle Keys. Pop- 
ulations of snapper, parrotfish, jacks and 
other fish are often rich. On reefs such as 
Fisher’s Pedestal and Lobster Ledge 
it is not uncommon to find large barracu- 








da lined up under the overhanging 
shelves waiting to have their gills cleaned 
by tiny blue gobies. 

Beneath a crust of diffusely colored 
sponges, schools of snapper often run in 
unison as large blue angels dart in and 
out of thick, low corals. Divers shine their 
lights under every ledge looking for signs 
of lobster. At times two, three or more of 
the wary crustaceans can be spotted 
sharing the same hole. 

At places along the Gold Coast the reef 
breaks are close and shallow enough to 
be snorkeled from shore, although visibil- 
ities are often quite limited. Numerous 10 
foot deep reefs with populations of tropi- 
cals, sponges and soft corals can be 
found not far off the beach. Beyond the 
shallow line, two additional reef banks 
run in depths of 30 to 60 feet and deeper. 
These are generally found one-half to 
several miles offshore. If you plan to 
beach dive or snorkel, be aware that this 
activity is restricted by many South Flori- 
da cities. Ask before you find yourself be- 
ing reprimanded or fined. In all cases, a 
floating dive flag is required by state law. 

Adjacent to and running south of the 
Port Everglades inlet toward Dania are 
_the reefs that are among Broward Coun- 
ty's best known because of their location 
near John U. Lloyd State Park. The mid- 
dle reef, Barracuda, comes within 20 
feet of the surface and the deeper one, 
Hammerhead, begins at 60 feet. 

The shallow reef has lots of staghorn, 
brain, star and the other corals common 
to the Keys. Its top is a patchwork of sea- 
fans waving above the coral tunnels that 
provide hiding places for spotted morays 
and lobster. Hammerhead's coral fingers 
often run seaward, forming faces similar 
to those found on the shallow inshore 
reefs. Its top is overgrown with enormous 
lacy seafans and sponges. 

Wrecks and artificial reefs are quickly 
becoming Fort Lauderdale and Holly- 
wood's principal dive attractions. One of 
the most recent additions was purposely 
placed near Hollywood at the southern 
edge of Broward County. Donated, trans- 
ported and sunk by the Tenneco Oil Com- 
pany at a cost of $500,000 (not counting 
the original cost of the structuré), the reef 
is made up of the three major sections of 
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1986 Shipwreck Calendar 
12" x 24” calendar showing the wrecks of Miami/Ft. Lauder- 0 
dale, captured in color with 22 photos by Steve Lucas. Loca- ¥ 
tions are included. Send $5.95 to: Shipwreck Calendar, 2895 4 
Biscayne Bivd., Suite 343, Miami, FL 33137 
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ibe THE TREASURE HUNTING 
, SPECIALISTS! 


You'll find ALL your treasure hunting 
supplies, books & equip. here. 








Call/come by for info & EE demo! Send for catalog. i 
REILLY’S TREASURED GOLD * 2003 W. McNab Rd. #10 
Pompano Beach, FL 33069 (305) 971-6102 
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IS THERE A CAREER IN 
DIVING FOR YOU? 


Let us prepare you for your career as a PAD! 
Instructor. Our Scuba Career Development 
Center uses PADI’s Four Step Educational 
Process: Rescue Diver, Divemaster, Instructor 
Development Course (IDC), Area Instructor 
Evaluation Course (IEC). 

Begin your scuba career in our unique environ- 
ment that combines island living with mainland convenience. 
Located in Ft Lauderdale, we are the only PADI Train- 
ing, Resort and Instructional Development } 
Facility with classroom, pool, retail store, ss 
charter boats and hotel located in one Pe 
convenient location - on the ocean! 

All Career Development Courses are 
taught by Master Instructor and Course 
Director, Eleanor Klein, known for 
her “educational and professional 
excellence.” 

Professional Diving Schools of 
Florida, has over 11 years of scuba 
training experience. Courses range 
from Basic thru Advanced with Specialty 
training in wreck, deep, and 
night diving. PROGRAMS 
BEGIN MONTHLY! 


“fgg 
800- 
772- 
DIVE 


In 
Florida 


305- 
761- 
3413 
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Enroll yourself or a friend in any of our classes from Basic 
thru Instructor and receive a FREE '’2 day diving trip! 






Professional Diving Schools of Florida - Bahia Mar Yachting Center 
801 Seabreeze Bivd., Ft Lauderdale, Florida 33316 
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_ “Taste The Spirit” 


4 KS We guarantee fun & safety in 
Ve ; 
D Our Education Programs 
*Small classes *Private instruction 
*Daily Dive Trips 
“Dive with us in the Keys, Palm Beaches, Ft. 
Lauderdale & Miami (Packages Available) 
JOIN OUR DIVE CLUB 


“Meet Florida's most active divers’ 
Dive with us in Cayman Brac, Cozumel & Bahamas 


Write for Free copy of the Reef Reporter 


Pleasure Divers ‘“We’re not like the other dive stores’’ 
9699 W. Sample Road, Coral Springs, FL 33065 (305) 753-3855 
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DIVE THE “ROLLS ROYCE” Plorida’s East Coast 


...On Your Way To The “Mercedes” 
$1 1° MOl@ Dive rs Pac ae lel= a retired Oil Drilling Platform. It was for- 


Ouble occupancy $139/single occupancy $179 


merly in use in the Gulf of Mexico. Proven 
very effective as fish attractants, the plat- 
forms are in depths of 60 to 120 feet at 
peal intervals of approximately 75 to 100 
yards. The shallowest one-third is com- 
the beach. prised of the upper derrick structure, the 
* Ocean front hotel, middle one-third is the working deck and 
ee eae Ce a | the deepest one-third is the legs. Accord- 
SC eM eee | ing to the Broward Dive Industry Associa- 
* Included are tanks, weight belts, air tion, this artificial reef is open to spearfi- 
and beverages on board. shermen. Spearing is not permitted on 
other Broward artificial reefs. 
* New 28 Ft. custom dive boat Numerous other wrecks can be found 
Hotel tax not included along the Gold Coast. One of the old fa- 
vorites is the Houseboat. Eighty feet 
down for more than 20 years, it is totally 
encrusted with sponges and gorgonians. 


seieporcsssopssaresssy 


* Deluxe accommodations on 


Hilton of the Palm Beaches. 





93619 Broadway 3800 N. Ocean Drive Several dozen barracuda serve as her 
‘Riviera Beach, FL 33404 Riviera Beach, FL 33404 gah popeas oe Dae eat of Per 
hei : : - : cals can be found inside her hull or on the 

= 905-844-DIVE 305-848-5502 iton ater SunelneReet 
circle #121 on Reader Service Card Sy 1s ek ee eee ee ee A very photogenic lost Freighter An- 
- chor can be seen in water barely 30 feet 
WE PUT THE ADVENTURE Hs hy) hae deep. Apparently abandoned by a ship 
ts BACK IN IN =—=2=— that found itself far too close to shore, the 
: five ton anchor’s chain stretches out 

DIVING « _— 


across the sand. Several large blue an- 
The Original And Only Seven Gas and gelfish have declared the site their home 

Electric Hookah Models. @ Portable Tank and make excellent photo subjects. 
: . Filling Compressors. One of the more unique wrecks on the 
os ; Treasure Air-Lift Sys- Gold Coast is that of a DC-6 airliner. Ly- 
DEEP WRECK DIVING HDQS. | “ tems. Major Credit ing in 50 to 60 feet, it is totally stripped of 
3 Days/2 Nights/4 Dives eo Cards Accepted. interior, instruments and windows. Only 
: a es the cockpit windows remain. Relatively 
900.00 Days umn nu POLE ames co intact, minus its four engines and parts of 
tial a tail bia L beta tie " : 940 NW. ist Street its wings, the plane recently was further 


; i Ft. Lauderdale, FL mutilated when a freighter allowed its an- 
Adue nture Biuve rs | 33311 chor chain to be dragged across the fu- 


cULEP KECK LY | CALL: 800/327-0412 @ FLA: 305/462-5570 selage, placing a large dent in its frame. 

Of the area’s two largest wrecks, the 
Rebel is the newest. Sunk in mid-sum- 
mer 1985, the 150 foot freighter sits in 
110 feet of often very clear Gulf Stream 
water. It is 85 feet to its deck and the ship 
has attracted a tremendous colony of fish 
in less than a year. Barracuda can often 


b ted by the hundred d bi 
A DIVER’S PARADISE schools of deep Geaat os wales Ae 
IN PALM BEACH ae oa Ne around its base and 
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| AMERICAN DIVER 


: Without any question, the most famous 

any 3 days/2 nights $198 for two wreck, and most often dived, is the Mer- 
Includes: 4 cocktails/wine in your room cedes. She made the national network 
e Four dives per person with Morning coffee & newspapers newscasts almost every night for months 
American Divers International Lakeside pool/sundeck when she slid up on the beach in a 1984 

e Double room Beach directly across the Thanksgiving storm. Abandoned by her 
e Breakfast every morning street crew, she became known as the back- 
Discover some the best diving in the world yard eyesore of Palm Beach socialite 

at a very reasonable price! vole ea ie ee wae ue 

; clared a derelict and the state of Florida 

April 15th to December 15th, 1986 had to come up with the several hundred 

For more specific dive information thousand dollars to get her off the beach. 

call (305) 582-0877 After months of snapping tow lines and 

burning up tugboat engines—and after 

HOWARD JOHNSON’S Ne thousands of pounds of beach sand were 
2870 S. County Road fl 409 Lake Avenue dug away, the ship allowed itself to be re- 
Palm Beach, FL 33480 Lake Worth, FL 33460 floated. But the story of the Mercedes 





(305) 582-2581 (800) 654-2000 (305) 582-0877 
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was only just beginning. 

Everyone had assumed arrangements 
would be made to sink the ship some- 
where near the spot where she had been 
beached in Palm Beach. But the folks in 
Fort Lauderdale had other ideas. Enough 
money was raised to lure the salvors into 
bringing the Mercedes to Fort Lauder- 
dale’s Port Everglades. Local dive clubs 
quickly helped to clean the ship, remove 
dangerous doors and otherwise prepare 
it for sinking. 

On a very rough and windy day in the 
spring of 1985, with nearly 1,000 boats 
full of spectators surrounding her at a 
safe distance, several hundred pounds of 
explosives ripped gaping holes in the 
sides of the ship. In a matter of minutes 
she was resting upright with her stern in 
90 and bow in 100 feet of water. 

The ship sank adjacent to a low coral 
reef. Around its stern are several large, 
flattened mounds of coral, overgrown 
with deep red gorgonians. A school of 
blue lined grunts lives near these mounds 
and another school of 40 or more barra- 
cuda Is almost always found hovering be- 
hind the aft fantail. Near the bow, several 
over-sized parrotfish and blue angels 
stay close to one of the explosion holes. 
On the foredeck, a school of baitfish fre- 
quently hovers above the ship’s winch. 

Having established itself as one of Flor- 
ida’s prime dive destinations, the Palm 
Beach/Gold Coast area is making diving 
vacations fun and easy to reach. With 
hundreds of diversions for divers and 
non-diving companions, many resort ho- 
tels are offering special packages in as- 
sociation with the area’s major charter 
operators. Both Palm Beach and Fort 
Lauderdale have major international air- 
ports with travel connections available 
from virtually anywhere. 

With shipwrecks to explore, lots of ma- 
rine life to see and plenty of out-of-the- 
water family fun, Florida’s lower east 
coast is just waiting. The only thing be- 
tween you and a Palm Beach/Gold Coast 
dive vacation is a phone call to confirm 
your reservations. Go on—make it 
NOW! tHe 


Koller’s Reef Scuba Charters 
U/W Video & Scooters 
Drift Dive With The Best 
Guided Wreck & Reef Trips 
C.G. Certified 20 Passenger Vessel 


11408 83rd Lake North 
Lake Park 
FL 33412 


— 


P_ (305) 626-5537 


HILTON INN 
OF THE PALM BEACHES 


CSINGER ISLAND) 
¢ Pool « Tennis * Pool Bar 
e Lounge With Live Entertainment 
¢ Terrace Restaurant 
e Natural Reef Just Offshore 
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The Colonnades Beach Hotel—Located on 16 acres of tropical landscaping with 
1500 ft. of white, sandy beach. Three excellent restaurants with nightly entertain- 
ment. Other features include beach front bar, clay tennis courts, golf (special rates 
with PGA), spa, 2 fresh water swimming pools and only 18 mins. from PBI Airport. 
Frank’s Dive Shop—The oldest dive shop in the Palm Beaches and the innovators 
of drift diving. Three dive boats with professional captains and crew. Divemasters and 
guides on all boats. 

Diving—The crystal clear and warm waters of the gulf stream sweep closer to shore 
here than anywhere else in Florida. Over 60 dive sights with numerous wrecks and 


reefs. 
$259 vovan. 9435S povav 


6 days/5 nights 3 days/2 nights 


Package includes: * Hotel accommodations | Package includes: * Hotel accommodations 
(taxes incl.) © Welcome cocktail * 5 (2) tank | (taxes incl.) «Welcome cocktail « 3 (2) tank 
dives, 2 night dives, weights/tanks/air* Sun.- | dives, 1 night dive, weights/tanks/air * Week- 
Fri. (late chk. out) * Group rates available | days only 


INQUIRE ABOUT SPECIAL AIR FARE W/PACKAGE 
CALL FRANK’S DIVE SHOP 


1-800-848-7632 ¢ (In FL 305-848-7632) 
301 E. Blue Heron Blivd., Riviera Beach, FL 33404 
Colonnades Beach Hotel, 101 Ocean Ave. 
Palm Beach Shores, FL 33404; 1-800-327-7661 
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WARM WATER 
IN FORT LAUDERDALE 





HOT TIMES COOL PRICE 


e FRESH WATER SHOWER 

e STEREO MUSIC 

e PRIVATE HEAD FACILITY 
eON BOARD BAR-B-QUE 

e INSTRUCTORS ON BOARD 
¢ COAST GUARD APPROVED 
e LICENSED CAPTAIN 


¢ SCUBA INSTRUCTION 

* RESORT COURSES 

e SNORKELING 

° SPECIALTIES 

*7 DAY SCUBA COURSE 
e FULL DAY TRIPS 

* RENTAL EQUIPMENT 


* CUSTOM BUILT DIVE BOAT 
FG MARINA BAY 
ees \ 2698 S.W. 23rd AVENUE 
FORT LAUDERDALE, FL 
CUSTOM DIVE VACATION PKGS. 


CALL COLLECT 
305-587-9012 
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* COMPLETE PRO DIVE SHOP 




















eee the pages of Cressi-sub’s 
equipment catalogue, you can't help 
but be impressed by the wide selection of 
attractive masks. From large traditional 
styles, with oval faceplates and black 
neoprene skirts—to ultra-mini goggle 
styles with prescription lenses, there's 
something for everyone. Cressi’s newest 
offering, and its top-of-the-line, is the Ac- 
qua Silicone. 

This mask features a single tempered 
glass lens that measures only five by two 
inches at its maximum dimensions. The 
semi-goggle shape of the lens allows it to 
be set in close to the face. This results in 
an excellent field of view (my estimate 
would be about 90 degrees top to bottom 
and side to side). This also results in low- 





er volume, which translates to easier 
mask clearing. Lower volume also means 
the freediver will expend less of his/her 
precious air to equalize pressure inside 
the mask. 

The Acqua Silicone frame is rugged 
plastic in opaque red, yellow or blue, or 
clear blue. All have a black plastic border 
around the lens. The mask’s skirt is soft, 


photo/Bonnie J. Cardone 


hypoallergenic silicone rubber, resistant 
to breakdown by sunlight and ozone. 
(The Acqua is also available with a neo- 
prene skirt.) It has a comfortable double 
face seal and will transmit light to a mod- 
el’s face, enhancing underwater photo- 
graphs. The nose pocket is easily 
reached for ear equalization. 

The Acqua Silicone, like other Cressi 












puts YOU in the driver's seat! 


Every month America’s fastest growing magazine for oval track racing 
enthusiasts celebrates the sport you love best with exhilarating editorial 


and colorful action photos. 


CIRCLE TRACK’s experts also provide invaluable dollar-saving advice on 
engine technology, suspension and chassis setups for all kinds of cars 
and a special tech section written monthly by the legendary master 
Smokey Yunick. Whether you’re into stock cars, sprint cars, midgets, or 
Indy cars, CIRCLE TRACK covers the entire spectrum of racing to put you 


in the driver’s seat! 


The accelerator thrusts forward, sparks fly, you smell the wheels 
smoking, and the course becomes a blue blur, as CIRCLE TRACK 


Now On Sale At Your 
Local Newsstand 












"ROBBY ALLISON 
A RACER’S RACER FOR 79 YEARS 
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DDL 1000 


co AUTOMATICALLY 
® DISPLAYED 


SURFACE TIME 
AUTOMATICALLY 
® DISPLAYED 


MEMORY RECALL OF 
} LAST 8 DIVE AND 
SURFACE TIMES 


STOPWATCH 


TIME OF DAY 
DAY OF WEEK 
® MONTH & DATE 





IKELITE DDL 1000 


Ikelite’s Digital Dive Log is the ultimate 
waterproof dive timer and watch. At 
a depth of 4-7 feet, the water pressure 
activates the DDL’s dive time mode. 


ALL OTHER dive timers delete the 
previous dive time or surface interval as a 
new one is begun. Only the Ikelite DDL 
1000 features the memory bank capable 
of storing and recalling the last 8 dive 
times and surface intervals. 





Underwater 
Photography 
was never so 
Simple 





IKELITE DISC-CASE 

Never before has anything so simple 
and inexpensive produced such out- 
Standing underwater photographs. To 
take a picture, simply push one button; 
the camera's built-in flash lights the 
subject so the film can record all the vivid 
colors underwater. 


The Ikelite Disc-Case features a sports- 
finder for framing, an optical grade plexi 
front for sharper pictures, and a snap-on 
water correcting lens allowing the camera 
to focus underwater as close as 2 feet. The 
water correcting lens easily snaps out for 
above water use. 


DISC-CASE MODELS (all models in- 


clude water correcting lens & sportsfinder. 


#5240 Kodak 2000, 3000, 3100, 4000 
#5265 Minolta Disc 5 

#5267 Minolta Disc 7 

#5275 Ansco HR 50 

#5289 Keystone 1050 


DISC-CASE PACKAGE 
#5290 Includes: Keystone 1050 Camera 


DISC UNDERWATER PHOTO BOOK 


Disc Underwater Photography is an easy 
to follow ‘How To” book covering all 
aspects of using disc cameras and the 
Ikelite Disc-Case underwater. 


UNDERWATER SYSTEMS 
50 West 33rd Street 
P.O. Box 88100 


Indianapolis, Indiana 46208 
(317) 923-4523 
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PRO-S COMPASS 


The Pro-S is the fastest and most accurate 
reading of the deluxe diving compasses. 
This design provides instant direct reading 
of a course on the side or on the top 
without aligning any bezels or marks. 
Then simply rotate the knurled ring 
to set the Desired Course Indicator in both 
the side and top window for course 
comparison. This is the finest design in a 
side-reading compass showing instantly if 
it is level and if the course is correct. 
Mounts on the wrist or Pennform Console. 


O 


PRO COMPASS 

The famous design that started course 
indicator bezels on diving compasses. The 
Pro Compass incorporates a low profile 
movable bezel to allow maximum viewing 
of the North indicator while permitting 
easy gripping even with gloves. The 
bezel design eliminates corrosion and 
sticking problems common with many 
other compasses. A precision jeweled 
movement provides the fast and precise 
accuracy of this famous compass. 
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Robotic submarines at 6,000 feet, divers at 600, job sites 100 miles 
off shore. The needs of the undersea industry are changing fast. 
To get involved you need evolutionary training: The 
Professional Diving School of New York or the Underwater 
Vehicle Training Center in Houston. 
As the training facilities for |UC, International 
Underwater Contractors, they stay well aware of the 
present and future needs of the industry. They con- 
stantly identify and define job requirements and 
create training programs and facilities to meet 
those needs. 
PDSNY and UVTC student employment 
standings are excellent—94% * of their 
graduates are employed in related work. 
Get the skills you need for the job you 
want..get the training that keeps pace... 
evolutionary training. 
You can’t afford to train 
with anyone else. 
















222 Fordham Street, 
City Island, New York 10464 
Telephone: (212) 885-0600 

Telex: 147242 





10046 Chickasaw Ln, 
Houston, TX 77041 
Telephone: 
(713) 690-0405 
Telex: 4620684 


* As filed with the New York State 
Dept. of Education ‘ ne 
FEDERAL FINANCIAL AIDS PROGRAMS AVAILABLE ¢ ne = “ 

LICENSED BY N.Y. STATE DEPT. OF EDUCATION FOR THE TRAINING OF VETERANS * ACCREDITED BY NATTS 
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PROTON MAGNETOMETERS 


BETTER ASK “WHAT'S A MAGNETIC STORM?” 
SY , th ry i" 





SPLASHPROOF 
L4 MAG 


because buying a mag can be expensive. 
Storms & micropulses are day-to-day, minute- 
to-minute screams & chatterings in the 





(Limited time on these prices) pee tee mee earth's magnetic field which mimic & hide 

; ; \ A the call of nearby search objects or the 

heavier gauge chassis on all mags plus any Se a whisper of lightweight or distant, say 

outer chassis pressure tested at depth a a Al : 1/10 gamma, objects - a plague for 1 sensor- 
adaptable to diver-held, underwater mag — Se ML tag | location mags but not for LIEBHAZET. 

$150 OF ACCESSORIES FREE ON ALL MAGS NL oa This winds down 8 years of developing this 


new form of magnetic searching HYPER DIFFER- 
ENTIAL MAGNETOMETRY. Our instrument contin- 
ued unpacking its math & physics during 
the 8 year brain-storming period when our 
first plucky innovating customers our R&D 
outlabs, and the inventor/manufacturer 
interacted directly. Do you older readers 
remember how beautifully sculptured, how 
star-warish those vacuum tubes were & how 
they were replaced by that cheap, plastic 
transistor? Magnetometry changes too. 


Detects 1 lb. steel at 20 ft., 64 lb. at 
B0 ft., 2 tons at 320 ft., 125 tons at 
1280 ft. (mere 1/10 gamma cond'ns!). Send 
for free info or $2 ($3 foreign) for pic's, 
complete info. Send $19 ($25 foreign) for 
61,000 word 54 fig. book SEARCHING WITH 
1 & 2 SENSOR-LOCATION MAGS. To avoid Long 
distance waste phone only answered when 
chief engineer available. Call nights & 
weekends too. Avoid early morning calls. 


(spkr/amplif & cable 2 o’rigger cables) 
AND OTHER NEW FEATURES 


L4, $900 (land) 1/10 gamma 
L4 SPLASHPROOF, $975 1/10 gamma 
L4+t, $1200 (land) 1/50 gamma 
L4+t SPLASHPROOF, $1275 1/50 gamma 


why pay $75,000 for 1/50 gamma, marine, 
magnetic storm micropulse-ignoring mags 
1/50 gamma with LIEBHAZET’s DOM timing ~ 


LAND AND MARINE SEARCHING 
M. L. DALTON RESEARCH 


6035 Aberdeen Ave., Dallas, TX 75230 
phone (214) 691-4925 
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CRESSI COMBINATION 


masks, features plastic guides that slip 
into slots in the frame to secure the mask 
strap. When the guides are slipped out of 
the frame, the strap can be quickly ad- 
justed. With the guides in place, the strap 
can be tightened easily, even underwa- 
ter, with a pull on a strap end. 

The perfect partner for the Acqua Sili- 
cone Mask is Cressi’s Easy Purge Snor- 
kel. It has a flexible silicone rubber 
mouthpiece and a plastic barrel with a 
three-quarter inch inner diameter for easy 
breathing. The model with the clear blue 
barrel complemented our mask well. 

Two features of the Easy Purge make 
it stand out: a self draining valve and two 
twist-joints. The one-way valve branches 
off the mouthpiece, at the lowest point of 
the snorkel. As the diver raises the snor- 
kel above the water's surface, gravity will 
Cause any water in the barrel to drain. 
Even the mouthpiece will drain if raised 
above the surface. 

The twin twist joints allow you to cus- 
tom position the angle of the mouthpiece 
and barrel for maximum comfort. | found 
this an especially nice feature as I’ve nev- 
er been completely satisfied with the bar- 
rel angles of non-adjustable snorkels. 
The top twist joint allows rotation of the 
barrel to position its Curve where you 
want it. The second joint allows you to an- 
gle the barrel forward and back to elimi- 
nate pull at the mouthpiece. 

The Acqua Silicone Mask sells for $58. 
With neoprene skirt and opaque red, yel- 
low or blue frame, the Acqua is $38.50. 
The Easy Purge Snorkel sells for $24. Try 
the combination at your nearby Cressi- 
sub dealer. >t. 


CELEBRITY 


CERTIFICATION 

Storm Field of ABC Eyewitness News 
had such a special entry level experience 
during his stay at the Living Seas in EP- 
COT Center/Disney World with Walt Hen- 
drick, Sr. and the training staff, that he 
has decided to go on with his diving edu- 
cation. At this writing, Butch Hendrick of 
Lifeguard Systems Inc. was to begin 
training Storm in NAUI Open Water | dur- 
ing April. The training sequence was to 
be filmed by ABC crews for a six night se- 
ries on learning to dive and where to dive 
in the Northeast. The series was sched- 
uled to appear in the Tri-state area in ear- 
ly May. Check your local TV listings for 
exact dates and times. 

Fields elected to train and perform his 
open water dives in the New York area in 
order to show how easy it is to learn to 
dive in your own backyard. A list of re- 
gional dive shops will be made available 
to interested viewers through ABC. > 













BARTACKED ON | 
ALL STRESS POINTS 


1/4" NYLON SOFT 
STRETCH PLUSH 


ALL SEAMS 
TRIPLE GLUED & 
BLIND STITCHED 


CROSSOVER 
CHEST FOR 
EASY ENTRY a 


CONTRASTING 
SHOULDER 
PANEL 







FULL FRONT 


CONTRASTING 4 ZIPPER 
~ 


SIDE STRIPES 






LYCRA EDGE 
BINDING 






LYCRA FOR hae 
FREE MOVEMENT sia 






1/4” nylon plush soft stretch 
Farmer John and Beavertail Jacket with or without zipper 


Sre0eF0—0CsC«SN:1149.95 5599 8 8=- 8 39.95 


Introducing ZETA 2000 Diving Line 
Limit 3 items per customer, no dealers please 


Full Lycra action body suit 





f you have hesitated in buying a high 

quality wet suit because of their $300 

$400 price range, here’s your chance 
to get a top quality 1A” soft stretch 
plush wetsuit with Beaver Jacket and 
Farmer John for only $149.95. We 
guarantee you’ll love it or your 
money back. 

Also, if you’ve wanted the latest in 
Lycra body suits you can save $20 to 
$50 by ordering yours from us for 
only $39.95. 

Why such a good price? 

Because we manufacture and sell 
direc to you. If you are a runner, a 
cyclist, a licensed downhill or a G.S. 
skier, you probably know the quality, 
durability and value of our ZETA 2000 
products. And if you’re in a high school 
or college team you’ve already saved 
tons of money buying the ZETA 200 
products from Sports Europa. If you 
are not any of the above, yet, here’s 
your chance to save and get top qual- 
diving wear, with guaranteed satis- 
faction or your money back. 


The 1/4” Nylon plush wet suit stripe. 

This is the real thing Nylon plush. Front Zip Model: black, red or blue 
It’s soft and stretchy; all seams are with contrasting shoulder panels. sizes: 
triple glued and blind stitched. Has small, medium, large. 

Lycra edge binding and all stress points Wetsuits:call for colors andsize 

are bartacked (reinforced seams). If you ! 

don’t know in detail exactly what this Call Now! 

means; it means that this is really a top Toll Free 


quality suit. We promise you a great fit 
in your Farmer John & Beavertail 
Jacket. 
The Lycra action body suit 

Used under your wet suit or by itself 


1-800-327-7031 


In Fla. (305) 821-4000 
Mon.-Fri. 9:30 AM to 10:00 PM 
Sat. 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM 
or send Check or Money Order to: 


in warmer water, these suits provide a 

warm protection from coral cuts, jelly 

fish stings, abrasion and sunburn. Also, 

they make you look great while pro- 

viding full freedom of movement. 
Unlike most others, the ZETA 2000 

action body suits are made with Dupont 

4 way stretch Lycra, and we have the 

only model with full front zipper. Hurry, 

now’s your chance! 

Lycra action body suits: 

Cross Chest Model: 

color: black with red, yellow or blue 





4557 S.W. 71st Ave. 
Miami, FL 33155 
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IKELITE COMPLETES THE SYSTEM 


IKELITE’S SUBSTROBE “MV” PACKAGE OFFERS EVERYTHING 
THE NIKONOS V NEEDS TO TAKE GREAT UNDERWATER PICTURES 


Package Includes 


SUBSTROBE MV_ 


Substrobe MV offers automatic Thru-The-Lens 
(TTL) flash exposure control with the Nikonos 
VV camera and covers lenses as wide as 28mm. 


NIKONOS TTL SYNC CORD 
STROBE HANDLE & MOUNT | 
Contour handle with light bracket for quick 

and easy aiming of the strobe. 

UNIVERSAL MOUNTING TRAY 
Fits Nikonos III-IV-V and provides convenient 
mounting points for accessories. 

STRAP & HANDLE UNIT 
Sure grip handle for one-hand camera operation, 
plus a second strobe mounting point. 

RAPID ADVANCE LEVER 
Allows fast, easy, one hand film advancement 
with Nikonos V. 

MINI C-LITE 


Aiming lite and ideal night diving lite featuring 
our halogen bulb. 




































UNDERWATER SYSTEMS 
50 West 33rd Street 
P.O. Box 88100 


Indianapolis, |ndiana 46208 
(317) 923-4523 
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Contact your local [kelite 
Dealer or send $7 for catalog. 





Ikelite has been producing underwater camera housings for 
more than 20 years. These years of experience result in video 
housing designs that are Ikelite reliable, well balanced, and 
easy to operate. 

Join the new era of underwater film makers. Capture the fun, 
action, and excitement of each dive to play back on TV. 


Ikelite has stock Video Housings for the following: 


HITACHI VM 2000A Camcorder 
RCA CLR Camcorder 
Camcorder 
Camcorder 





Camcorder 
Camcorder 
Camcorder 


JVC GRC-1U Camcorder 
JVC GRC-2U Camcorder 


@ & 
Pe e ite Ssnd Ikelite also offers a custom installation service for 


UNDERWATER SYSTEMS $1 for . ae caida and recorders not listed. 
50 West 33rd Street Or additional information con | 
baketetid Catalog on contact Ikelite or your Local 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46208 Ikelite Dealer. 
(317) 923-4523 
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THE GOURMET DIVER 





PIDER CRAB 
A Surprising Culinary Delight 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY MARK LAWRENCE 








Eleaior Klein nets a spider crab off Fort Lauderdale, FL. Spider crabs can also be 
captured by hand—however, in a net, hands or goodie bag, the animal is able to 
pinch with considerable force if it gets the opportunity. Top: Curried crab salad. 


_ Tolbert’s delicious crab ianbetialk Nol 


Fo people consider the spider crab 
(Libinia emarginata) attractive. Its or- 
bicular body rides upon eight skinny legs. 
Two enlarged forelimbs and claws wave 
in the surge. Numerous protrusions and 
coarse hairs cover the carapace. Small 
spines rim the main shell and encircle the 
claw bearing legs. Atop short flexible 
shafts, eyes sit inside protective depres- 
sions. A deep H-shaped groove marks 
the carapace. On the uneven shell’s sur- 
face, algae, barnacles and other en- 
crusting organisms often set up camp. 
Coloration varies from reddish-brown or 
dark olive to light tan. Like the spiny lob- 
Ster, the last leg segments have many 
bristles. A typical arthropod, the spider 
crab can:regenerate claws and legs. In 
both sexes the right and left claws are of 
equal size, but the male’s claws grow no- 
ticeably larger than those of the female. 
Unlike many other crab species, the spi- 
der’s long curved fingers meet only along 
the tips. 

Within its vast Atlantic coastal territory 
(Nova Scotia to the Gulf of Mexico), the 
spider exhibits some seasonal move- 





mally, only the claws of the spider crab | 
are eaten. Often, only one claw is” 
taken, and then only from none males. 


ments. In Delaware Bay the highest con- 
centrations occur during the summer 
months; studies indicate these crusta- 
ceans move offshore during the winter. In 
South Florida such migrations are less 
pronounced. Although there are reports 
of emarginata eating starfish in captivity, 
this is not thought of as normal behavior. 
A scavenger, like most other members of 
the family Majidae, the spider crab is usu- 
ally seen feeding on algae growths. 
Besides having larger claws, the male 
crab also has a much narrower abdomen 
than the female. Gravid females usually 
stand with their segmented abdomen 


(Continued on Page 46) 
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SDM’; U/W Photo Class 


Underwater Strobes 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY JIM AND CATHY CHURCH 


here is no single strobe that is best for 

every U/W photographer—there nev- 
er has been and never will be. Choosing 
the best one for you is a matter of match- 
ing strobe features to the style of U/W 
photography you wish to do and the lo- 
gistics of your dive travel. Price alone is 
the least reliable guide. Therefore, the 
purpose of this lesson is to guide you 
through the main features of strobes so 
you can make your own decision. 


TTL EXPOSURE CONTROL 

TTL (Through-The-Lens) exposure 
control works like this: Strobe light, re- 
flecting from the subject, passes through 
the camera lens and strikes the film for 
the exposure. A sensor inside the camera 
measures the amount of light reflecting 
off the film and signals the strobe to turn 
off when there has been enough light for 
the exposure. Thus, the strobe exposure 
is determined by the duration of the flash. 

The TTL system will adjust the flash du- 
ration for a proper exposure regardless 
of your strobe-to-subject distance or the 
aperture you choose (within a predeter- 
mined range). It doesn't matter if you use 
a close-up lens, extension tube or filter, 
the amount of light actually reaching the 
film determines the flash duration. There 
are limitations, of course. If the strobe is 
too close to the subject, or the aperture 
is opened too wide, it might not be able 
to shut off in time; and if the strobe is too 
far away or the aperture closed too 
much, even a full flash will not produce 
enough light for a proper exposure. 

TTL strobes work best with subjects of 
average brightness and reflectiveness 
that fill the center picture area in the view- 
finder. It is this center area the built-in me- 
tering system measures. TTL Is also use- 
ful in fast action situations where the 
strobe-to-subject distance changes 
quickly, and you don't have time to read- 
just the aperture. 

TTL strobes don't work well if the parts 
of the subject you want to light don't fill 
the center of the picture area. For exam- 
ple, if the TTL sensing area (the center of 
the picture) sees unlit distant back- 
ground, the strobe will overexpose near 
subject areas outside the sensing area. 
Likewise, with multi-subjects (such as a 
school of small fish) where some of the 
subjects are closer to the camera than 
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TTL strobes: Ikelite Substrobe MV (center). From left: Substrobe 150, Sea & Sea YS 100, 





Helix Aquafiash 28, Oceanic 3000, Subsea Mark 100 (manual), Nikonos SB-103, SB-102. 


others, the TTL will be confused. The 
closest fish will be overexposed, the far- 
thest fish will be underexposed. Thus, 
even if you decide to purchase a TTL 
strobe, we strongly recommend you learn 
how to use manual exposure control for 
the above special situations. 


MANUAL EXPOSURE CONTROL 
All TTL strobes can also be used on 
manual exposure control. When set for 
manual control, the strobe delivers the 
same amount of light regardless of dis- 
tance, aperture or subject configuration 
and lighting style. Thus, unlike TTL 
strobes, a manual strobe will not com- 
pensate for your error in judging strobe- 
to-subject distance. The instructions with 
your strobe will indicate specific strobe- 
to-subject distances for different film 
speeds and apertures. With ISO 100 film, 
for example, the instructions may indicate 
an aperture of f/8 for a strobe-to-subject 
distance of three apparent feet. Thus, you 
hold the strobe three feet away from the 


nearest subject area. Use manual expo- 
sure control whenever your subject 
doesn't fill the center of the picture area, 
or if you have multiple, near and far sub- 
jects (the school of fish again). 


WIDE BEAM STROBES 

Wide beam strobes have U/W beam 
angles of about 90 degrees or more. 
These are needed to cover the large pic- 
ture areas of wide angle lenses. With nor- 
mal lenses, the excess beam angle helps 
get light on the subject even if you aim 
the strobe incorrectly. However, the wide 
beam will also illuminate more suspend- 
ed particles in the water. Wide beam 
strobes are usually larger and more ex- 
pensive than normal beam strobes be- 
cause they need more power to spread 
light over larger areas. 


NORMAL BEAM STROBES 
Normal beam strobes usually have U/ 
W beam angles that cover the picture 
area of a 35 or 28mm lens. These are of- 
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New Nikonos-V technology frees your creativity. 


The Nikonos-V, already the world’s best underwater 
camera system with its new sophisticated technology, 
keeps improving as you expand its capabilities with the 
full range of available accessories. 

With the amazing SB-102 and the new, trim, compact 
SB-103 Speedlights you can for the first time take under- 
water flash photographs without measuring or calculat- 
ing anything. A full line of lenses covers above and below 
water uses, plus a close-up outfit, viewfinders, filters, 
cases and more. 

Talk to your Nikonos dealer. He’ll help you build the 


© 1985 NIKON INC. 


system that’s right for you. And because it’s an under- 
water, weather-proof, rugged Nikonos system, you’ll be 
able to go where other cameras can’t and bring back pic- 
tures you could take no other way. Membership in 
Nikon USA Club is free with every purchase when you 
pave the ee bai se bees 

pplication. For further infor- e f 
mation, please contact Nikon Nikon 
Inc., 623 Stewart Avenue, We takethe worlds 
Garden City, New York 11530. ees pices 
it/Pak #58. 
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ten preferred for close-up and extension 
tube photography because they are 
smaller and easier to handle underwater 
and the narrow beam is easier to control 
for creative lighting. These strobes can 
be smaller and less expensive because 
they don’t need to illuminate a large pic- 
ture area. A compact, normal beam 
strobe is ideal if you wish to specialize in 
close-ups of tiny sealife. 


WIDE BEAM ADAPTERS 


Some normal beam strobes have ac- 
cessory adapters you place over the re- 
flector port to widen the U/W beam. The 
idea is to provide a wide beam for wide 
angle work and a normal beam for small- 
er subjects. The wide beam adapters will, 
however, reduce the light intensity of a 
strobe by at least one f/stop because the 
light is spread over a wider area. 

Consider the size and weight of the 
camera/strobe system. If close-ups are 
your main goal and wide angle photogra- 
phy is secondary, consider the smallest 
strobe available. If wide angle is your 
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3 hours with quick charger, 15 with slow charger; a 


main goal and close-ups secondary, con- 
sider a larger, more powerful strobe. 


POWER SUPPLY 


The power supply is a critical factor be- 
cause it determines the recycle time be- 
tween flashes, the number of flashes 
from a fresh battery and the amount of ef- 
fort you must spend on battery mainte- 
nance. Before buying a strobe, look up 
the specifications: Translate the rated 
number of flashes into the number of rolls 
of film you can expose before changing 
or recharging batteries. If the strobe uses 
disposable alkalines, how many cells 
does it use and how much will they cost? 
If the strobe uses rechargeable ni-cads, 
how long will they take to recharge? The 
power supply will become incredibly im- 
portant if it limits your underwater photog- 
raphy during an expensive dive trip to a 
remote location. 


OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 

Size and weight will be important if you 
travel frequently. The smallest possible 
strobe head and the shortest strobe arms 
will be a blessing when you are trying to 
cram everything into a single camera 
case. And, for reliability, two small 
strobes are better than one! 

A built-in, narrow beam light is great for 
checking strobe aim at night and for 
close-ups, but is hard to see in bright 
light. If a strobe doesn't have an aiming 
light, attach a small U/W flashlight to it 
with tape or a rubber holster. 

User-detachable cords can save a lot 
of frustration. Because shorted cords are 
the most common cause of misfires, hav- 
ing a spare allows you to change the 


(Continued on Page 55) 
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The Nikon U.S.A. Club announces: 


The Nikonos 
Technique Underwater 
Photography Seminars. 





It's the world’s greatest group of underwater photographers teaching you the most 
advanced phases of Nikonos theory and technique in the most exotic underwater locations. 


THE SEMINARS ARE FREE HOW DO YOU QUALIFY? 


These exciting seminars are open at If you are a member of the Nikon 
no cost to members of the Nikon U.S.A. U.S.A. Club, you already qualify. If not, 
Club. You pay your own airfare, hotel and you plan on buying a new Nikonos- 
and diving accommodations, food and V or major accessory, you will automat- 
film costs. Nikon supplies a week of ically become a member of the Nikon 
professional underwater photography U.S.A. Club after you submit your 
instructions free of charge. There’s warranty and register your purchase. 
never been a chance like this before. Then you may sign up for the Nikonos 
And there never may be again. Just Technique Seminar of your choice. This 
check this list of brilliant photographers is a limited offer on a first come, first 
with whom you can study. served basis. The tour must be booked 


WHO AND WHERE 


INSTRUCTOR LOCATION 


Steve Frink Key Largo 
Bonaire 
Rick Frehsee Roatan 
Andros 
Marty Snyderman Sea of Cortez 
Cayman Islands 
Howard Hall Cayman Islands 
Bonaire 
David Doubilet Bonaire 
Scott Frier Bonaire 
Cayman Islands 


through the Nikon U.S.A. Club to qualify. 


Carl Roessler 

Jim & Cathy Church 
Chris Newbert 
Steve Lucas 


Mark Lawrence 
Bill Curtsinger 
Paul Human 
Nick Calyonis 


Belize 

Bonaire 

Hawail 

Sea of Cortez 
Red Sea 

Chub Cay 
Bonaire 
Cayman Islands 
Bonaire 


GET ALL THE DETAILS—SEND THIS COUPON NOW! 


I don’t want to miss this ‘once-in-a-lifetime’ chance to study underwater 
photography with the best in the business. Please send me a free brochure with 
full details on the Nikonos Technique Underwater Photography Seminars. 


Name: 


Address: 


Nikon 


We take the world’s 


Citys Hidde Sv ap hs Ag Pine: OP ete 0 aap greatest pictures? 


Nikon Inc., 623 Stewart Avenue, Garden City, N.Y. 11530. Nikon Marketing Services 516 222-0200. 
circle #132 on Reader Service Card 


©1986 NIKON INC. 








IS YOUR “C” CARD 
HIDE IN YOUR WALLET?? 
REALLY 


WITH THIS 


YOUR OWN 
DIVING TREASURE 





$895.00 
GENUINE RUBYS JEWELERS APPRAISAL 
AND DIAMONDS FURNISHED WITH 
SET IN 14K GOLD EACH RING 





ORDER NOW - ALLOW 5 WEEKS DELIVERY 


NAME MENS RING 
ADDRESS eee 
CITY ____ STATE ZIP 


RING SIZE(AT YOUR LOCAL JEWELER) Goole es oe APSR EEE er He 
SEND YOUR CHECK OR: BRIGHT ENTERPRISES 
VISA | P.O. BOX 584 
PINE LAKE, GA. 30072 
FOR FASTER SERVICE CALL — 404-292-2005 


MC 
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SPIDER CRAB 
(Continued from Page 41) 


lowered, perhaps to permit better water 
circulation around the developing eggs. 
Apparently as the eggs mature, they 
change color from orange to tan. The au- 
thor has found eggbearing females from 
late May until mid-October. 

At this time there are no game laws 
pertaining to spider crabs. Since this is 
not a traditional catch item, little informa- 
tion has accumulated. Certain obvious 
actions still make sense. Despite the 
year-round open season, divers should 
exercise special care during the summer. 
Eggbearing females should not be taken. 
Many divers voluntarily restrict them- 
selves to taking only one claw per animal. 
Such practices, as Chuck Majors pointed 
out, at least give them a fighting 
chance."’ A clawless crab has little hope 
of feeding and defending itself. Carrying 
it a step farther, several divers claim to 
take only the larger male’s claw; female 
claws yield little meat comparatively. 

Spider crabs inhabit almost any bottom 
that offers some shelter. Rocky or coral 
ledges seem to be most favored. Usually 
hiding in the shadows during the day, spi- 
der crabs may cruise the open reef tops 
at night. Night or day, if the creature 
senses danger, it will back into the clos- 
est hole. With its claws protecting its vul- 
nerable stomach, wedged deep in the 
back of a crevice, the crab waits until 
trouble swims on. Using a slender tickle 
stick, most divers patiently nudge the 
crab back out into the open. Once the an- 
imal is out, divers can either barehand it 
or net it. Keep in mind that even when 
confined to a net, the crab can inflict a 
very painful lesson in respect. Since all 
the crab’s strength is concentrated in just 
the tips of the claws, a male spider crab 
nip leaves a definite mark in both your 
memory as well as on your hand. After 
Swinging the arms out to full extension, 
pin the animal to the bottom with one 
forearm. With one motion, your free hand 
removes the claw. When released, crabs 
run for the nearest shadow. Should you 
still be kneeling or lying on the bottom, 
don’t be surprised if the nervous critter 
darts for you! 

If the journey from sea to kettle will last 
more than an hour, pack the crab in ice. 
Crabmeat spoils rapidly. As with most 
crabmeats, cooking before freezing is 
strongly recommended. 

A mature male spider crab looks 
threatening. In reality, rather than fight 
with intruders, these shy crabs would 
gladly yield. Every year, more divers dis- 
cover the fearsome looking claws make 
great snacks. If you want to try something 
different from the sea, you ought to take 
another look at spider crabs. You may 
never call them beautiful, but you may 
call them dinner! > 





RECIPES 
MAJOR DELIGHT 


Crab claws 

3 T mayonaise 

1 tsp. mustard 

Ye tsp. horseradish 

% Lemon 
Tabasco sauce (to taste) 
Celery salt (optional) 


To boiling water, add a lemon quarter, 
then the crab claws. Cook 5-10 minutes 
or until meat turns opaque. While the 
cooked claws cool, mix mustard, 
mayonaise and horseradish together. 
Add the juice of a lemon quarter to the 
sauce. In addition to stirring in three 
drops of Tabasco sauce, try a dash of 
celery salt. When the shells are cool 
enough to handle, dig in. 


CURRIED CRAB SALAD 


3 Large cleaned crab claws 
3 T mayonaise 
1 tsp. mustard 
% tsp. curry powder 
% C red onion 
4 C red pepper 
Ys Lemon 
Black pepper (to taste) 
Paprika (garnish) 
Cherry pepper or parsley (garnish) 


After boiling the crab in water with a 
lemon quarter, allow the meat to chill. 
When it’s cool, clean and chop it into 
small pieces. Blend the mayonaise, mus- 
tard, black pepper and curry. Dice a 
quarter of a medium red onion and a 
quarter of a red pepper. Fold in the on- 
ion, pepper and crab meat. Curry flavor- 
ing strengthens the longer it sits; the 
more you allow your mixture to chill in 
the refrigerator, the better the curry will 
season your salad. When serving, gar- 
nish with a cherry pepper or some pars- 
ley and dust with paprika. 


TOLBERT’S CRAB IMPERIAL 


‘4-1 Dozen crab claws 

2 Egg yolks 

1 Egg 

34 C mayonaise 

1 tsp. Worcestershire sauce 

4 Drops Tabasco sauce 

2 C capers 

1 tsp. bay seasoning 

2 C shredded Parmesan cheese 
Y% tsp. paprika 


Start by mixing the two egg yolks, one 
whole egg and the Worcestershire and 
Tabasco sauces together. Fold in the 
crab meat, capers and bay seasoning. 
Preheat oven to 450°F. Pile into individu- 
al baking dishes. Lightly coat the top of 
each mixture with mayonaise, then 
spread finely shredded Parmesan 
cheese across the top. After baking for 
ten minutes (or longer) to produce a 
deep golden brown color, sprinkle the 
paprika on top. Serve hot. 











OVER 200 YEARS 


DIVING : ee 


Keeps D-FT In 
The Forefront | 


Of Commercial 
Diver Training 



















D.I.T. Guarantees Professional Deep Sea Diver Instruction 
In The Natural Work Environment (Not Tanks/Pool). D.I.T. 
Guarantees Training With Equipment Currently Being Uti- 
lized In The Industry. D.I.T. Guarantees Open Water Dives 
To 200 Feet. 3 Full Weeks of Training In U/W Welding And 
Cutting. Judge For Yourself Who Is Best Qualified To Train 
You Right. Call D.I.T. Direct Or Collect! 


APPROVED BY: MEMBER OF: 

Dept. of Education as an eligible institution for the Guar- National Assn. of Trade and Technical Schools (NATTS) 

anteed Student Loan, National Direct Student Loan, Assn. of Commercial Diver Education (ACDE) 

PELL Grant and Supplemental Educational Opportunity Assn. of Diving Contractors (ADC) 

Programs. Washington State Commission for Vocational Undersea Medical Society (UMS) 

Education for Veterans Training. Institute of Diving (lOD) 
Wash. Assn. of Trade and Technical Schools (WATTS) 
Better Business Bureau (BBB) 


GET YOUR CAREER STARTED TODAY 
DIVERS P.O. BOX 70312, SEATTLE, WA 98107 


Send $5.00 (U.S. currency only) for our catalog. It contains full disclo- 
INSTITUTE Gr sures: course outline, employment statistics, instructor qualifications, tu- } 
ition refund policy, standards of progress, financial assistance, etc. Fully 


TECHNOLOGY refundable at time of enrollment. SDM-5 
(206) 783-5542 


D.I.T. is accredited by Accredit- 
ing Commission of the National’ 
Association of Trade and Tech- 
nical Schools. 
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‘as has just introduced its first am- 
phibious 85mm camera, designated 
the Aqua Snappy AS-6. It is one of those 
new breeds of auto-everything, lens shut- 
ter cameras that eliminates the mysteries 
and confusion of camera operation. 

While the Aqua Snappy does not attain 
the professionalism of a Nikonos system, 
nor the depth capability of a Hanimex 
Amphibian, it does fill a niche in underwa- 
ter photography. It is the ideal shallow 
water snapshot camera for the neophyte. 
It works well for simple pictures in swim- 
ming pools, tide pools and on shallow 
coral reefs. 

It was not Canon's intention to produce 
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with accessory base, close- 
up lens and close-up frame. 
Set up in this manner, the 
camera can take topside 
photos three inches from 


the subject. Left: The cam- 
era without attachments. It 
features built-in flash and 
automatic exposure, film 
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a camera solely for underwater use. In- 
stead, the AS-6 is designed to be an all- 
weather outdoor camera for such actior 
sports as: snow skiing, mountain climb- 
ing, sailing and river rafting. It will operate 
in the pouring rain or in the middle of a 
desert sandstorm. 

As a by-product of this all-weather de- 
sign, the Aqua Snappy will also operate 
underwater to a guaranteed depth of 33 
feet. The lens and built-in flash are envi- 
ronmentally sealed and pressure proof to 
that depth. 

The camera body is constructed of a 
very tough but lightweight space-age 
plastic. It is gun metal gray and orange. 








Canons 
New 
Shallow 








TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY GERI MURPHY 


Rubberized panels on the front and back 
provide positive hand grips. 
The back of the camera swings open 
much like a door. Stainless steel hinge 
and latch pins ensure long lasting opera- 
tion in a wet environment. The door is se- 
cured by means of a cam-type latch with 
a spring loaded safety lock that prevents 
accidental opening. A large molded rub- 
ber gasket seals the door so it can be. 


used underwater. A smaller O-ring type 


seal ensures the battery compartment is 
also waterproof. | : 

The beauty of this little camera is that 
just about every function is fully automat- 
ic. It has only two controls: an on/off 





LIGHT ARTILLERY 


TEKNA’s new XENA-LITE™ (pronounced zee ’-na-lite) puts the power of a searchlight in your 
allele Pm Oxelinleliniinle W- Mele mC-larelamer-FmelelioM Vitam: More amlacolaMuliacelesele)ityal-vom ef-Te-leleli(omectil-tente) a 
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“LC alms OL lale Mele Mac -m olen -1e clo MU] om cola coMalelUl acme) motelal ial vreltr-maalicm(elal am Varemn ai iam Gal: 
spare PR-13 bulb (stored in the housing) you’ll get an incredible 16-20 hours of run time! 
VET lel (mam celeimenalel(et-Me) Mal (icedar-lalei-y-]e)(-M-Tanicleame) ml oi-1ce) mela oMar-larell-\-M da: 4ot\-O Ma 
corporates a unique, leak proof magnetic switch that guarantees watertight performance 
down to 300 feet. 
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Overcome the forces of darkness with XENA-LITE firepower— 
now on display at your TEKNA Dealer. 
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switch for the flash and a shutter button. 
Operator errors are next to impossible. 

Although the Aqua Snappy is out- 
wardly simple to operate, it is a fairly so- 
phisticated ‘‘smart camera,’’ controlled 
by a computer chip. For example, it can 
read the new magnetic stripe DX coding 
on 35mm film cartridges and automatical- 
ly set the ISO film speed for proper expo- 
sures. There is no manual film speed 
control because this adjustment is made 
internally and electronically. 

The AS-6 offers auto film loading for 
both convenience and error reduction. 
You simply insert the film cartridge, draw 
the film leader across the back of the lens 
and close the door of the camera. Push 
the shutter button three or four times and 
the film is set on frame #1. 

Auto film wind is another marvelous 
feature. Simply press the shutter button 
and the camera takes the picture, then 
automatically advances to the next frame. 
When you reach the last frame, the Aqua 
Snappy automatically winds the film back 
into its cartridge. 

The Aqua Snappy features a 35mm 
built-in, fixed focus lens. It is sealed from 
the environment by a flat optical glass 
window. On land, the lens operates as a 
normal 35mm lens, while underwater it 
behaves like a 50mm. 

There is no focus ring for this lens, as 
the 85mm wide angle provides a fairly 
good depth of field. On land, optimum 
sharp focus is at 10 feet. Underwater, op- 
timum focus is at five feet. The lens itself 
has five glass elements and a maximum 
aperture of f/4.5. 

Another feature of the Aqua Snappy Is, 
of course, auto exposure. There is a light 
sensor within the viewfinder window, one 
inch above the camera lens. As is typical 
with most automatic lens/shutter cam- 
eras, the Aqua Snappy will select the op- 
timum shutter speed/aperture Combina- 
tion for available light. The automatic ex- 
posure coupling rance (for ISO 100 film) 
runs from a low light level setting of f/4.5 
at 1/40 second to a bright sunlight setting 
of f/11 at 1/250 second. The manufac- 


e 


turer recommends using a film with a 
speed of ISO 100 on land and possibly 
an ISO 200 or 400 film underwater. 

The camera has its own built-in mini- 
flash for indoor and night photography; 
fill-in flash outdoors; and close-ups un- 
derwater. Once the flash is switched on, 
the automatic exposure circuitry selects 
the correct shutter speed and aperture. 
The flash range on land is 5 to 10.7 feet 
with ISO 100 film. Longer flash distances 
can be achieved with faster films. 

Underwater, the flash range is from 
3.3 feet to 6.7 feet with ISO 100 film. You 
can achieve a 3.3 feet to 10.7 feet range 
with ISO 400 film. A flashing red indicator 
in the viewfinder tells you there is insuffi- 
cient light and means you should turn on 
your flash. 

By now you are probably wondering 
where this little camera gets the energy 
for all these automatic features. The AS-6 
is powered by only two AAA batteries, 
which fit in a small compartment on the 
underside of the camera. A fresh set of 
alkalines will provide enough power for 
50 rolls of 24 exposure film without flash 
or five rolls of 24 exposure film with flash. 
In other words, you can shoot three rolls 
of 36 exposure film with flash, so bring 
along lots of batteries. 

Canon has made a very clever move 
with the Aqua Snappy. They have pack- 
aged this camera as a complete system 
and eliminated the necessity of buying 
additional accessories. A total of eight 
components come with the camera as 
stock items and there are additional nice- 
ties such as a lens pouch, neck strap and 
lens cap. When | opened the Aqua Snap- 
py box, | felt like a kid at Christmas with 
my first electric train set. 

A key component is the accessory 
base, which straps around the camera 
body and allows attachment of all sorts of 
different accessories, including close-up 
framers, sports finder, close-up lens and 
lens cap. 

The sports finder is handy for quick 
framing action shots topside and is a ne- 
cessity underwater where the photogra- 


Above: The underwater close-up system features a rod for de- 
termining accurate focusing distance. Left: The sports finder. 
Right: The Aqua Snappy system includes the camera, accessory 
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oher wears a facemask. This device 
slides onto a shoe mount on the top of the 
accessory base and locks into place. 

A special close-up lens fits into the 
bayonet mount on the front of the acces- 
sory base. It is positioned directly in front 
of the primary lens and allows for sharp 
focus at close range, both above water 
and underwater. 

A close-up frame also fits onto the ac- 
cessory base and allows accurate mea- 
surement and framing of close-up pic- 
tures on land. Focus distance is approxi- 
mately three inches from the front of the 
camera lens. 

A rod replaces the frame for U/W use. 
It allows accurate distance measurement 
(9.5 inches) for close-ups. 

A small camera case functions as a 
quick draw holster and allows the 
Stripped down camera to be carried ona 
belt. This is very handy for standard in- 
door or outdoor photography. 

There is a larger system case into 
which the camera and all accessories fit. 
This features a zippered top panel anda 
waist strap that allows it to be strapped to 
the hip. Both the large and small cases 
are made of a waterproof fabric, com- 
plete with drain holes. 

One more item worth mentioning is a 
dual set of waterproof film cases. This 
pair of plastic film containers features 
special screw-on tops and O-ring seals. 
Two rolls of film can be carried with the 
camera—even underwater. The film 
cases snap onto the camera neck strap. 

SDM tests of the Aqua Snappy proved 
quite satisfactory. The camera performed 
as advertised and produced acceptable 
Snapshots. Considering the number of 
accessories packaged with this camera, 
it is an ideal system for the person who 
Knows nothing about photography but 
wants to begin. 

Retail price of the Aqua Snappy alone 
is $160. The complete kit, with accesso- 
ries, is $200. For more information see 
your local Canon dealer or write to: Can- 
on USA Inc., One Canon Plaza, Lake 
success, NY 11042. >t. 








A. the industry’s leader for over 30 years, U.S. 
Divers has sold more regulators than anyone in the 
world. Today, we’re not only making the world’s most 
popular regulators. We’re making them even better. 
And we're backing them with the world’s strongest 
warranty. The U.S. Divers Cousteau Warranty.™ 

Take our new Conshelf SE2. Introduced last 
year as the #1 selling Conshelf SE, it now features 
our revolutionary new exhalation design for even 
easier breathing. 

Then there's our Conshelf 21, a newly improved 
version of the popular Conshelf 20. It offers every- 
thing a first-time regulator buyer wants, including our 
new easy-breathing design and an economical price. 

Finally there’s Pro Diver, U.S. Divers’ new 
top-of-the-line regulator. It combines the highest 


US. Divers widens 
the gap. Guaranteed. 


flow first stage regulator in the industry with the 
SE2’s second stage. The result: a state-of-the-art 
regulator that provides serious divers with unsur- 
passed performance. 

Each of these new regulators meets or surpasses 
the extremely demanding U.S. Navy performance 
standards for class A regulators according to U.S. 
Divers Engineering Lab test data results. 

And each regulator is backed by the U.S. Divers 
Limited Lifetime Warranty, which covers material 
defects for the life of the regulator. As well as U.S. 
Divers unique 30-day Satisfaction Guarantee. 

Want more information? Contact your authorized 
Aqua-Lung Pro Line dealer or send $2 for our 1986 
catalog: U.S. Divers, 3323 W. Warner, PO. Box 25018, 
Santa Ana, CA 92799-5018. 
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TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY BONNIE J. CARDONE 


in $5,000 just for trying on a BC? 

Well, that’s the gist of the Calypso 
Challenge. All you have to do is visit a 
U.S. Divers Pro Line dealer before June 
30, try on a Calypso BC jacket and fill out 
an entry form. This latter will be entered 
in a drawing and one lucky person will 
win $5,000. The dive store salesperson 
and/or dealer who helped you try on the 
BC will share another $5,000. 

Is the product this promotion is trying 
to sell worth it? | think it is. 

The Calypso is the latest version of the 
jacket BC. It provides flotation at the 
wearer’s back, shoulders and waist: 
There are no flotation panels on the 
chest. This has several advantages: It al- 
lows drysuit wearers easy access to 
chest valves; it eliminates bulk; it pro- 


CALYPSO vides freedom of arm movement. In place 






of the front panels there are straps, en- 
closed in stretchy sleeves that come in 
black, navy blue, yellow, royal blue or 
pink. Pull on the top D-rings to loosen the 
straps; on the bottom D-rings to tighten. 
a Aside from these there is the Sea Band 
Velcro® closing cummerbund and two ny- 
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lon webbing straps with quick release 
buckles. When you have adjusted these 
to fit you, the BC hugs your body. This 
streamlines the Calypso and it produces 
little drag underwater. 

Of special note is the Sea Band. This 
can be as snug as you wish. Because it 
is depth compensating, it will not loosen 
and slip around underwater. 

According to the literature, the Calypso 
is designed to put the weight of your scu- 
ba tank on your hips instead of your 
shoulders. This is because it has a spe- 
cial backpack built into it. Called the Al- 
pine, it is one piece of thin, but sturdy 
lightweight plastic, shaped like an upside 
down Tf. 

Along with the special features already 
mentioned, the Calypso has all the other 
things BC jacket wearers have come to 
expect—and more. There is an overpres- 
sure relief/manual dump valve on the 
right shoulder. The oral inflator hose also 
has a dump valve at the top, activated by 
pulling down on the hose. The low pres- 
sure inflator comes with the BC. Its large 
inflator button is made of plastic and can't 
corrode. Just a touch fills the BC with air. 

The Calypso attaches to the tank by 
means of a nylon webbing strap, with a 
nonslip rubber cover and a special stain- 


Rasic Black 


less steel/plastic buckle. USD BCs are 
among the few on the market that use a 
nylon webbing tank band that does not 
have to be wet (to prevent stretching) be- 
fore it’s put on the tank. There is a sec- 
ond nylon webbing strap with a plastic 
quick release buckle and a handle for 
carrying the tank. 

Two large, Lycra-Spandex: pockets are 
on either side of the BC. These are quick 
draining and stretchy. With its Velcro 
panels undone and unfolded, the pocket 
on the left side is half again as long as the 
one on the right. For an extra $30 you 
can have a 25 gram CO, cartridge in- 
stalled under this pocket for emergency 
flotation. Also under this pocket is a hose 
guide intended for your pressure gauge/ 
console hose. This will keep this impor- 
tant instrument where you can find it easi- 
ly. The Calypso pockets slant and can be 
used to store an octopus second stage. 

The Calypso has a large plastic D-ring, 
for attaching accessories, on the bottom 
right. The outer bag is tough nylon, the in- 
ner bladder is polyurethane coated nylon. 
USD was the first to use this new type of 
inner bladder and it is resistant to punc- 
tures, mildew and ultraviolet light. 

| took the Calypso with me on a two 
day trip aboard the charter dive boat, 





Charisma. | really liked its streamlined 
profile—the absence of bulky chest pan- 
els is a definite plus. It was comfortable 
both topside and underwater. The adjust- 
ments that custom fit it to me were quick 
and easy. 

Maintenance requires nothing more 
than a thorough freshwater rinse, inside 
and out, when your diving day is over. 
And, if you have a CO, cartridge, exam- 
ine it frequently, replacing it when it 
shows signs of corrosion. 

USD covers the Calypso with both its 
Satisfaction Guarantee and its Limited 
Lifetime Warranty. The first one states 
that if the purchaser is not satisfied with 
the performance of the product he/she 
can return it within 30 days of purchase 
and it will be replaced with something of 
equal or similar value. The limited lifetime 
warranty states that defective or worn 
parts will be replaced for the lifetime of 
the original purchaser. These promises 
are good indications of the confidence 
US Divers has in its products. 

The Calypso comes in black/gray and 
navy/silver. It is available in small, medi- 
um and large for $429. Try one on now 
at your U.S. Divers Pro Line dealer. Don’t 
forget, the $5,000 Calypso Challenge 
sweepstakes end June 30. > 
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DOWN r™ 
UNDER - EAR 


The swimwear for skin divers 
... at last! 
INTRODUCTORY OFFER 
Take off 25% on all orders 
mailed by June 1, 1986!! 











#2004 WOMENS 
DIVESUIT. Antron 
Nylon/Lycra Tricot. 
S-M-L-XL 
REGULARLY $46/ 
SPECIAL $34.50 











#1000 MENS 
DIVESHORTS. 
65/35 Poly cotton 
blend. Sizes 28-44. 

= REGULARLY $36/ 
= SPECIAL $27 


#2012 WOMENS UNISUIT/STRIPED LEG 
Antron Nylon/Lycra Tricot. S-M-L-XL REGU- 
LARLY $48.00/SPECIAL $36.00 

#2610 FLAGSHIRT. 100% Cotton. S-M-L-XL 
REGULARLY $24.00/SPECIAL $18.00 


DOWN UNDER-WEAR, Inc. 
P.O. Box 22-2835 
Hollywood, FL 33022-2835 


Money Back Guarantee: If you are not satisfied for any reason, 
return your product within 10 days for a full refund. 
Spel aie GEESE CBSA vidin ney ER) meee: eee! Hane! cE coy 


QUANTITY 









IIa 
Ate ie) 
Sea Soothe 
APOS aT eS 
TOTAL FOR ALL GARMENTS 
Florida residents add 5% Sales Tax 
Shipping and Handling 
GRAND TOTAL 
O CHECK/MONEY ORDER ENCLOSED 
OC.O.D. (Plus Postal Charges) 
Name 
Address 
City. 
ee ae a a ey - |, Ce a a ree 
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WRECK FACTS 
(Continued from Page 16) 


whistle plug intact and some fittings. 

Great Lakes divers, particularly those 
around Lake Superior, might be interest- 
ed in a free publication, Superior Pursuit: 
Facts About the Greatest Great Lake. The 
four-page bulletin, published as an infor- 
mation service by the Minnesota Sea 
Grant Program, tells about the lake's 
size, weather, water quality, fish life and 
other facts. Although it doesn’t mention 
shipwrecks, the bulletin reveals statistics 
of interest to wreck divers. Deepest of the 
Great Lakes (1,333 feet), Superior drops 
to 700 feet along much of the North 
Shore after you've gone out about three 
miles. A clear-cut map shows the interna- 
tional border that crosses the lake and 
the boundary lines for Canada, Minneso- 
ta, Wisconsin and Michigan. To obtain a 
copy write: Sea Grant Extension Pro- 
gram, 208 Washburn Hall, University of 
Minnesota, Duluth, MN 55812. 

I've discovered an excellent resource 
book, Great Lakes Shipwrecks and Sur- 
vivals by William Ratigan. The 384 page 
paperback covers tragedies from Lakes 
Superior, Huron, Michigan, Erie and On- 
tario. An entire chapter is devoted to the 
wreck of the 729 foot ore carrier Edmund 
Fitzgerald. Other disasters include the lin- 
er Eastland, which capsized at her pier in 
the Chicago River; the freighter Mataafa, 
whose crew froze to death because they 
couldn’t be reached by rescue boats 
from nearby Duluth; and the bitter No- 
vembers of 1958 and 1966 when the 
Bradley and Morrell went down in Lake 
Michigan and Lake Huron. Many other 
dramatic tales of ships that fell victim to 
the five inland seas are told by Ratigan in 
his book, available from: William B. Eerd- 
mans Publishing Company, 255 Jeffer- 
son Ave., S.E., Grand Rapids, MI 49503. 
The price is $9.95 plus $1.50 shipping. 

Klein Associates, Salem, New Hamp- 
shire, has published a 98 page paper- 
back training manual called Sidescan So- 
nar Record Interpretation. Prepared by 
Charles Mazel, manager of the technical 
services department, the manual evolved 
from training classes for users of Klein 
sidescan systems. Although sidescan so- 
nar can be operated by relatively inexpe- 
rienced personnel, the quality of data col- 
lected and accuracy of interpretation can 
be enhanced if the user has a basic un- 
derstanding of the principles involved. 
These principles, application, design, un- 
derwater acoustics and record interpreta- 
tion are covered in the manual, available 
from: Klein Associates, Klein Drive, Sa- 
lem, NH 03079. The price is $38 plus $3 
postage and handling. 

Mrs. Elwyn E. Overshiner has turned 
over the remaining copies of her late hus- 
band’s book, Course 095 to Eternity, to 
Helm Publishing Company. Mr. Overshin- 
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er revealed the true story of one of the 
most incredible navigational blunders in 
naval history. In 1923 seven U.S. Navy 
destroyers crashed on the rocks off Point 
Pedernales, Southern California, killing 
23 men while injuring many others. [See 
page 104, SDM April 1986.] Helm Pub- 
lishing Company has some copies of the 
original book and is planning to publish 
a new edition soon. For information and 
prices, write to Helm Publishing Compa- 
ny, P.O. Box 1275, San Luis Obispo, Cal- 
ifornia 93406. 

Hugo Alvarez writes from Buenos 
Aires, Argentina, asking if readers know 
of any shipwrecks off the coast of his 
country. Hugo says: “‘Although my wife 
and | love Florida and the Bahamas, we 
can’t always go diving there. Local wa- 
ters, both the River Plate and the Atlantic 
Ocean, have low visibility and not the 
best diving conditions. Since we live in 
Buenos Aires, we are stuck with what 
we've got. But to put a little zest in our 
diving, we would like to discover and dive 
some wrecks in our area. We would ap- 
preciate any information divers might 
send.” If you can help, write: Hugo Al- 
varez, Beruti 3621, Piso 7, DPT-B, 
Buenos Aires 1425, Argentina. 

Safe diving to all. Be sure to include a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope when 
writing: Ellsworth Boyd, 1120 Bernoudy 
Rd., White Hall, MD 21161. rt. 


UNDERWATER STROBES 
(Continued from Page 44) 


cord without sending the strobe to a re- 
pair shop. 

Regardless of what the salesperson 
says, any strobe—repeat, any strobe— 
can break down. Thus, the repair record 
of the manufacturer is important. Ask oth- 
er photographers about their strobe re- 
pair experience. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION 

For an expanded list and description of 
21 vital buying points for choosing an U/ 
W strobe, see Choosing and Using Un- 
derwater Strobes. And, for a complete 
guide to using the Nikonos V and TTL 
strobes, see The Nikonos.Handbook. 
Both books, by Jim and Cathy Church, 
are available at professional dive shops. 

For information about specific strobes, 
write to the manufacturers or distributors: 
Akimbo, Inc. (Subatec strobes), 4437 
Balboa Ave., Encino, CA 91316. Helix 
Aquaflash 28 and other strobes), 310 S. 
Racine, Chicago, IL 60610. Ikelite Un- 
derwater Systems (Substrobes, etc. $1 
for catalogue), P.O. Box 88100, Indian- 
apolis, IN 46208. Nikon, Inc. (SB strobes, 
Nikonos), 623 Stewart St., Garden City, 
NY 11530. Oceanic (Oceanic series 
strobes) 14275 Catalina St., San Lean- 
dro, CA 94577. Graflex/SubSea and Sea 
& Sea USA (strobes) 1030 W. 15th St., 
Riviera Beach, FL 33404. >a. 





Some hard 
talk about a 
soft jacket. 


THE ORIGINAL MANTA took its name 
from the Manta Ray because of the similar 
shape when laid out flat. Thinly styled 





and graceful like a Manta Ray to reduce drag. 


The first buoyancy system to introduce a 
softpack that makes diving more comfor- 
table. There’s nothing hard about the 
MANTA. Its soft nylon back and double 
Seaband attachment eliminate the need for 
a regular hardshell backplate. MANTA 
conforms to the body with the tank totally 
integrated into the buoyancy system, giving 
better balance and total diving freedom. 
SEATEC’S ORIGINAL MANTA is soft to wear, 
but so tough it comes with a one owner 
limited LIFETIME WARRANTY. If you want 
the ultimate in open front 
comfort with adjustable 
size Option, then 
demand the Original 
Manta at your local 
Seatec dealer. 


SEATEC 


600 N. Batavia, PO. Box 1109 
Orange, CA 92666 
(714) 639-6662 

Cable: SEATEC ORGE 






































ro alee ll of San Diego, California is 
now the U.S. distributor for Techni- 
sub products. This is a timely move as 
Technisub has recently developed sever- 
al exciting new items. One of these is the 
NASA fin. In this case NASA stands for 
New Advanced Swimming Apparatus. 
This is an ambitious handle, but the fin 
does incorporate several interesting de- 
sign innovations. 

The NASA fin comes with a black foot 
pocket and a choice of three blades: 
translucent white, royal blue or black. The 
fin blades are made of a specially formu- 
lated, ultra-light plastic, designed to pro- 
vide the optimal combination of stiffness, 
Snap and tortional rigidity. The blade of 
the all black fin, however, has graphite 
and carbon fiber added for increased re- 
sililency (snap), which results in in- 
creased propulsion with each kick. The 
extras in the blade material earn the 
black fin an additional name: Carboflex. 
This was the fin tested for this report, but 
all features except the blade material ap- 
ply to all NASA fins. 

In addition to a snappy material, the 
NASA blade has ribs running down its 
length on both sides to prevent it from 
twisting and to channel water over its sur- 
face at the most efficient angle. 

One of the most unique features of the 
NASA is the flexible venting system on 
the blade. These vents flex closed on the 
downkick to provide maximum surface 
area for maximum propulsion. On the up- 
kick, however, they flex open to reduce 
resistance in the area of the blade where 
it is counterproductive. 

The NASA foot pocket is made of soft, 
flexible rubber. The bond to the fin blade 
is guaranteed not to separate. The foot 
pocket has a large opening (top to bot- 
tom), where it contacts the ankle, and 
tapers down toward the toe where less 
vertical room is needed. It even has a 
flexible flap at the top of the opening so 
the edge won't dig into the ankle. Side to 
side, however, the toe area Is wider than 
the opening—just like your foot and boo- 
tie. The shape of the foot pocket results 
in more comfort and less chance of the 
foot sliding around inside It. 

The final design innovation of the NA- 
SA fin, and the one most divers will notice 
first, is the swivel buckle. Made of non- 
corrodible plastic, the fin buckles can be 
turned down to position the heel strap be- 
low the fin. This allows the diver to simply 
slip the foot in the pocket and then pull 
the strap easily up over the heel. He/she 
doesnt have to stretch the strap way 
back to allow the foot to angle into the 
pocket as with other fins. 

Not only do the buckles swivel, they 
allow one handed tightening of the heel 
strap while on the foot, underwater. This 
is accomplished just by pulling on the 
Strap tip. To loosen the strap, simply 
swivel the buckle down. Then the strap 
can be pushed back through it easily. 

| tested the NASA Carboflex fins during 
a beach dive, while wearing a drysuit and 
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Technisub 


BY JIM WALKER 


photos/Bonnie J. Cardone 


extra weight as well as carrying underwa- 
ter camera gear. Despite the resistance 
all this gear created in the water, the fins 
moved me forward well. They were a 
breeze to adjust, comfortable and stayed 
in position even when the drysuit’s at- 
tached booties were full of air. 
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NASA Fins 


The NASA fin features flexible 
vents, an anatomically shaped 
Kole) m ololer ¢-1m-larem ol t-t-} (fem el eter ¢(-1- 
that can swivel to allow easy in- 
sertion of the foot into the 
oKeXed ¢-) Ommm Mal -mm Ox-Taelohal-> @mur- 5 
fol =] eo] ali (== ale mmer-]g elela mr: (ole [-10 im ce) 
the blade to give it extra snap. 





The NASA fin comes in medium and 
large. (Extra large fins will be available af- 
ter June 1.) The models with blue or white 
blades are $57.95. If you’re a power kick- 
er, try the Carboflex model for $63.95. 
See the New Advanced Swimming Appa- 
ratus at your Aquacraft Il dealer. >. 














The 


REESE EERE OTERO SOE 


It’s more than a new fea- 
ture. It’s a new direction. 
Yamaha has put a 
micro-computer on an out- , 
board motor. And boating 
will never be the same. 
This technological 
wonder is on our 220-plus 
horsepower V6 Special. 
Sensors continuously 
monitor engine speed, 


load, temperature and fuel = ~~ . 2 


quality. This information 
is fed back to the computer 


€ 1985 Yamaha Motor Corporation U.S.A. 


which adjusts ignition 
timing for optimum 
performance and 
efficiency. 

The V6 Special is 

at the top of an outboard 
line that has models in 
18 horsepower sizes, 
right down to a light- 
weight 2-horse motor. 
Industry-rocking 
mnovations abound. 
Precision Blend™ oil 
injection is one. Standard on 
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models 40 hp and up, this sys- 
tem gives the engine only the 
oil it needs, depending on how 
fast 1t’s running and how hard 
it’s working. That’s a blow to 
blue smoke and a boost to per- 
formance and economy. 

Your Yamaha outboard deal- 
er is ready to show you all our 
new motors. All covered by 
a 2-year limited warranty. In- 


withamind ot YAMAHA 
its own. Expect alot. 


For your nearest dealer call 1-800-447-2882 

















Neop 


It looked good. Even folded in the box, 
the sheen of the silver Lycra on the Hen- 
derson Self-Don Neoprene Drysuit 
caught my eye. Unfolded, and held up, it 
looked even better. /t begged me to try it 
on. So! did. It went on easily and | zipped 
it closed myself. | wasn’t disappointed in 
the fit, either. A stock men’s medium, it fit 
like a custom order. There was just 
enough room for comfortable movement 
and drysuit underwear. 





ne of the major drawbacks of many 
drysuits is you need someone to Zip 
and unzip them for you. | don’t appreciate 
this kind of dependency. Yet, positioning 
the zipper where it is comfortable, easily 
reached and easily operated by the dry- 
suit wearer has been a problem. 
The Henderson Self-Don Neoprene 
Drysuit has worked this out with an under 


58 SKIN DIVER MAY 1986 





Hendersons Self-Don 
rene Dr 


BY JIM WALKER 
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The Self-Don Neoprene Drysuit features 
a zipper that runs under the arms and 
around the lower back. This arrange- 
ment allows the wearer to zip the suit 
open or closed without assistance. 








ysuit 


the arms/across the lower back, double 
zipper arrangement. The inner zipper has 
low friction plastic teeth for extremely 
easy operation. This zipper is not water- 
proof. What it does is allow the wearer to 
pull the two halves of the drysuit seal 
close together for alignment. Once this in- 
ner zipper is closed and its tab tucked in- 
to the suit, the diver closes the outer, wa- 
terproof zipper. This arrangement not on- 
ly reduces strain on the seal, it virtually 
eliminates the chance of closing the outer 
zipper over a piece of underwear or other 
foreign object that could cause a leak or 
jam. It also allows you to hang the suit 
neatly zipped together, while keeping the 
waterproof seal open, as recommended. 

The Henderson Self-Don Neoprene 
Drysuit is made of sturdy, stretchy one- 
quarter inch Rubatex G231 foam neo- 
prene. It can be purchased in either nylon 
two—in royal, navy, black or orange; or 





Lycra outer/plush inner—in royal, navy, 
black, silver or red. All Seams are sewn 
for strength and glued for waterproofing. 
The stitches don’t penetrate entirely 
through the material and seams in critical 
stress areas have neoprene backing. 
Sewn/glued on knee pads are standard. 

The suit comes with attached neoprene 
boots. These have molded soles with 
non-skid tread and are quite flexible, for 
comfort when inserted in a fin. 

The wrist seals are one-quarter inch 
neoprene, skin inside. They are sewn and 
glued on and tapered for a watertight fit. 
The suit’s neck seal is flexible one-eighth 
inch neoprene—skin outside, which is ac- 
tually inside when you roll the top of the 
seal under. This not only provides a good 
seal (skin neoprene against your skin), It 
allows you to slip your head through the 
seal while only touching the nylon side. 
No more hair pulling! 

The Self-Don Neoprene comes with an 
attached hood. It is three-sixteenths inch 
neoprene—flexible, yet warm. 

A push button operated deflator is po- 
sitioned on the left shoulder of the suit 
and there is a similarly operated low 
pressure inflation valve on the chest. A 
snap-on LP hose Is included. 

While the neoprene material of the 
Self-Don suit provides some thermal in- 
sulation, drysuit underwear is necessary 
in cold water. (Henderson's Thermal 
Wear retails for $120.) 

| tested the Self-Don Neoprene Drysuit 
during a February hot spell in Southern 
California. Self preservation demanded 
doning the suit quickly and hurrying into 
the water. It slipped on like a dream. In 
less than a minute from the time my feet 
were in the boots, | had the suit on and 
zipped closed. My head had slipped 
through the neck seal easily, and folding 
the seal over under the hood was also 
easy. In the water inflation and deflation 
were just a button push away. | stayed 
warm (wearing street clothes under the 
suit) for 30 minutes in 60°F water. The 
Sulit didn’t pinch, bind or chafe and actu- 
ally helped cushion the 34 pounds of 
hard lead weights | wore. (This was 40 
percent more weight than | wear with a 
wetsuit, but our dive was shallow. De- 
pending on the depth to which you intend 
to dive and the thickness of your under- 
garment, your percentage of extra weight 
will vary.) Except for one wet cuff and a 
little moisture at the collar, the ocean 
stayed out. The contoured cut of the suit 
didn't allow it to balloon out much (even 
at the feet) when inflated. 

The Henderson Self-Don Neoprene 
Drysuit is definitely a class act. It is avail- 
able in stock sizes (XS through XXL) and 
can be custom ordered. In nylon outer it 
retails for $765. In Lycra it’s $855. Zip 
yourself into one at your Henderson deal- 
er. | think you'll be surprised by the com- 
fort. If you've got cold water dives 
planned, it's worth examining. > 
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Speedboating Redefined 





For an exclusive DONZI Portfolio, please send five dollars to Donzi Marine Corporation, 
Dept. A, P.O. Box 987, Tallevast, Florida 34270-0987. 
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TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY STEVE LUCAS 


y dad loved the water. | guess | in- 

herited that from him. Although the 
closest he ever came to owning a boat 
was an old 12 hp outboard he would take 
to the lake every weekend to put on a 
rented skiff, he always had friends with 
boats. My earliest recollection of being 
out on the water with him was in what 
then seemed to be an enormous wooden 
cabin cruiser. 
how big it was, | just remember it had a 


bathroom and a nice big ice box full of 


cold soda. 


Although it was probably no longer 


than 30 feet, | recall it sure seemed luxuri- 
ous. It had teak, cushioned seats, a pol- 
ished wood dining table and several 


bunks below the bow deck. | remember 


thinking this was the kind of boat in which 


you could cruise around the world. But 
the main thing | remember about that 


boat is that it was a Chris Craft. 
When SKIN DIVER decided to have me 


tell you about a Chris Craft my immediate 


thoughts were of sport cruisers, cabin 
cruisers and large yachts. Instead, the 


editors decided we should look at one of 


the company’s smaller ‘“‘yachts.”’ 


As soon as you step aboard any boat 


Chris Craft builds, such as the new 211 
VF Scorpion, you find size has little to do 
with quality. The same people who build 


the big ones build the little ones. They 


use the same basic materials, the same 
skills, the same design innovations and, 
something more important—something 
Christopher Columbus Smith started 
building into every one of his boats more 
than 100 years ago—pride. That the 


name Chris Craft is going on the side of 


a boat seems very important to everyone 


from the fellow who lays the first layer of 


glass up to the chairman of the board. 
A family oriented sport boat, the Scor- 


pion brought back a lot of memories of 


the first Chris Craft | ever saw. Although 
smaller, it is still very nearly an entry level 
yacht. The cuddy cabin still makes it pos- 
sible for a couple to take this boat out to 
a lake, some deserted beach, or an off- 
shore island for a weekend or a season 
of weekends. It has a spacious twin V- 
berth and ample storage. You anda 
friend can stay aboard this 21 footer 
overnight comfortably. Above the berths, 
recessed storage bays are large enough 
to hold plenty of personal gear or fishing 
equipment. An overhead hatch gives ac- 
cess to the foredeck and provides the 
fresh sea air that makes sleeping on a 
boat so restful. A portable marine toilet 
can be added to the cabin as an option. 
When you're not below deck, the lock- 
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| don’t really remember 


{Soivainr REPORT) Chris Cratt's 21] VF 


_ SCORPION 


~~ > 


able cabin also provides a large storage 
space for bulky gear or anything you 
want to keep out of the elements. 

The cockpit area has enough room for 
a half dozen divers and hundreds of 
pounds of gear. In addition to the cuddy 
cabin, storage is provided beneath the 
gunwales and in the deck. Chris Craft 
even has built-in fishing rod holders that 
are exactly the right size to hold medium 
to large spearguns or polespears. Fish 





boxes to store your catch are both port 
and starboard. The 211’s fiberglass inner 
liner helps keep maintenance and clean- 
up time to a minimum. 

The cushioned seats remembered 
from my first Chris Craft are still there, 
too. Two swivel bucket pedestal seats 
are right behind the cabin and allow 360 
degrees of visibility. In front of the star- 
board seat, an instrument console with 
liftable clear cover keeps salt spray off 








the standard, full engine instrumentation. 

With an overall length of 21 feet 3 
inches and a beam of 8 feet, the fully fi- 
berglass boat weighs almost 3,300 
pounds. Add to that a load of divers and 
their gear and the deep-V hull design of 
the 211 is hard to get off the water. That’s 
not to say its hard to get the boat to 
plane—quite the contrary. With its recom- 
mended 230 hp Mercury sterndrive it vir- 
tually flies! With top speeds of 50 mph, it 
responds superbly. The 211 just doesn’t 
want to jump off the water even in moder- 
ately rough seas; it likes to stick. If you 


When powered by a 230 hp sterndrive, 
Chris Craft’s 211 VF Scorpion can reach 
speeds of more than 50 mph. With an op- 
tional Step-On dive platform, the Scorpion 
makes an excellent dive boat, with plenty 
of open deck in the cockpit. The instru- 
ment console has a liftable, clear cover. 


OEE 


are more conscious of fuel efficiency and 
less interested in speed, a 190 hp Mercu- 
ry is available that will produce speeds in 
the 40 mph plus range. Either way, the 
Scorpion can take you a long way from 
the dock with its 60 gallons of fuel. 
Should you prefer an outboard instead of 
sterndrive, the boat's sister 212 VF is al- 
SO available. 

The standard features of the Scorpion 
are impressive and make the base price 
of the boat very close to the total invest- 
ment. The 211 comes equipped with au- 
tomatic bilge pump, bilge blower, stain- 
less steel bow rails, electric horn, cabin 
lights, navigational lights, power trim/tilt, 
soft top and a lot more. 

One of the factory options-every diver 
will want to add is the Step-On dive plat- 
form. Probably the best platform/ladder 
combination available, Chris Craft recom- 
mends this one because of its small size 



























and ease of use. Unlike almost all others, 
the drop ladder swings far enough away 
from the platform to give you proper cen- 
ter of gravity when climbing out of the wa- 
ter, even while wearing tanks. 

For diving, fishing or just cruising, the 
Chris Craft line is difficult to beat. The 
Scorpion series can take you out to your 
favorite mid-America lake or just about 
anywhere offshore. My dad would have 
loved this boat and I'll bet you will, too. 

List price for the 211 VF Scorpion with 
230 Mercury sterndrive is $20,495. With 
190 Mercury sterndrive, it is $18,995. 
The sister 212 VF lists for $9,995, less 
outboard. For a color catalogue describ- 
ing these and other Chris Craft boats see 
your local dealer or write: Murray/Chris 
Craft, P.O. Box 9450, Bradenton, FL 
33506. In southeast Florida you can see 
the Scorpion at Dixie Marine, 21500 S. 
Dixie Highway, Miami. > 
























211 VF SCORPION 















































(recommended) 
190 hp sterndrive (optional) 










Top speed..50 mph with big engine 
Fuel Capacity..............ccccccee 60 gal. 
Price....620,495 with 230 hp engine 

$18,995 with 190 hp engine 






SKIN DIVER MAY 1986 61 








MUNSON 
HAMIMIERHEAD 


BY DANIEL MONTGOMERY 


t's a jet-propelled silver bullet and it’s 

headed right for me at an easy 35 
knots. Surrounded by the requisite 100 
pounds of cold water dive gear, |’m wait- 
ing for Bill Munson and his Hammerhead 
26 dive boat for a sea trial on Puget 
sound. ‘‘We'll just pick you up on the 
beach,’’ he'd said on the phone, and I'd 
resigned myself to the prospect of jug- 
gling gear from beach to dinghy and din- 
ghy to dive boat. 

| was soon to realize this was an error 
in judgement brought on by a lifetime of 
dealing with ‘ordinary’ boats. Not only 
was there no sign of a dinghy, there was 
no sign of the Hammerhead “‘heaving to’’ 
at all. She was heading straight for the 
rocky beach. Munson cut the Hamilton 
Jet propulsion system at precisely the 
right instant, and the Hammerhead 
crunched its way right up onto the gravel. 
Its bow-mounted dive door was dropped 
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feet from my tanks. 

It was the beginning of an education— 
an eye-opener—about the advantages of 
aluminum boats. 

Munson boats are aluminum: Period. 
Bill Munson will build with no other type 
of material. Each hull is constructed of 
one-quarter inch welded marine alumi- 
num plate and designed to thrive on 
abuse that would literally destroy a hull of 
fiberglass or wood. 

The Hammerhead design is the result 
of Munson’s years as an Alaskan com- 
mercial salmon fisherman and boatbuild- 
er. Nobody asks more from a boat than 
a commercial fisherman and Munson has 
set a standard in the fishing fleet for a sta- 
ble, hard working platform that can han- 
dle the type of punishment Alaska wa- 
ters dish out. 

Available in lengths from 21 to 46 feet, 
the basic Hammerhead design offers a 


The hull of each Munson boat 
E-Wxote}al-3 (a0 loa (-to Mme) mmelat-trelUi-lai-1e 
Tatedamm'(-1(e(-teMmat-lalal-mmer-llUlaalialelan 
plate, designed to take abuse. 
Available in lengths from 21 to 
46 feet, the Hammerhead de- 
sign offers tremendous flexibil- 
ity. The wheelhouse, deck lay- 
fol U) ar: Takom alell m-(efer-1-t-10) @(-1- mor: | am ol) 
rT old -To mm comm rareth arel0r-) mal-1-tel-m 
Above: A 24 foot, inboard pow- 
ered Hammerhead with davit 
Valo mm oko h'Mmeolha-Mmokelel wAr-Kelol-1a 
Koko) <i dF: To hYA Come) ¢-Molak-labataliare| 
the elements dish out. Left: A 
24 footer with outboards. 


tremendous amount of flexibility for the 
owner. Since each hull is built to specifi- 
cations in the Edmonds, Washington 
plant, the wheelhouse, deck layout and 
hull accessories can be easily tailored to 
the application at hand. Our 26 footer, for 
example, can be configured for inboard, 
outboard, |/O or jet power. Dive doors 
can go bow or stern, port or starboard. 
The wheelhouse can be open or en- 
closed, centered or offset. Want benches 
for 20 divers and a row of tank racks? 
With welded aluminum, any modification 
can be incorporated into the basic hull 
design—unlike fiberglass vessels, which 
are constrained by the limits of the mold. 

One particularly appealing 24 foot 
Hammerhead was designed with a com- 
pletely open deck area, a dive door 
through the bow and a heavy duty davit 
for light salvage on the port side. With the 
dive door open, the deck is just inches 





above the waterline and a sturdy, tubular 
aluminum dive ladder folds down for 
easy access: Perfect! 

On the water, the jet-powered Ham- 
merhead flies. In addition to speed and 
shallow draft for beaching, the Hamilton 
Jet offers a safety element by eliminating 
sharp props. If the owner prefers conven- 
tional power, drop-down prop guards 
can be added to prevent contact between 
divers and blades. 

Not surprisingly, commercial divers, 
police departments and port authorities 
have discovered Munson boats and tai- 
lored them to their needs. A recent deliv- 
ery to the Cleveland Police Department 
featured 1,000 watt underwater lights for 
nighttime search and rescue operations. 
Dive operators are also discovering the 
virtues of aluminum construction. A 24 
foot Hammerhead Is currently being built 
in the Edmonds yard for a Hawaiian oper- 
ator. Because of aluminum’s high degree 
of thermal conductivity, the boat will as- 
sume the same temperature as the water 
it is in—making it a cooler vessel for tropi- 


The Hammerhead design is the result of Munson’s years as an Alaskan commer- 
cial fisherman and boatbuilder. Top: Riding high out of the water, a 32 foot Ham- 


cal destinations. 

Remembering my dive boat etiquette, 
| carefully lowered my gear to the bottom 
of the Hammerhead, taking special care 
with the weightbelt and tanks. This was ri- 
diculous. | might have been able to dam- 
age the diamond plate deck, but | would 
have needed a sledgehammer and a 
good half hour. 

“With zero maintenance and no paint, 
this boat will last about 50 years if it is left 
in saltwater 100 percent of time,’’ Mun- 
son says. “One of my skiffs fell from a 
seaplane on its way to Ketchikan. They 
just circled around and picked it up. 
There was no damage.” 

At the dive site, this silver bullet was 
worth its weight in gold. She barely 
twitched as divers passed through the 
door and the self-bailing deck kept every- 
thing dry. With her design capabilities, 
handling a group of 200 pound divers is 
a piece of cake for the Hammerhead. 

Munson is pleased with the attention 
his boats are drawing from serious div- 
ers. “When a police department has the 


merhead with Hamilton Jet propulsion streaks across the surface. While retaining 
the rugged reliability of a workboat, the 36 footer above has been designed as a 
sleek white sport yacht. Powered by twin 300 horsepower Chevrolet gas engines 
with surface piercing drives, the yacht can reach speeds in excess of 40 mph. 





ability to pick any boat in the country as 
a dive vessel and they choose a Munson 
Hammerhead, you've got to figure you’re 
doing something right,’’ he says. 

The Hammerhead is a masterpiece of 
form and function. A V-bottom is com- 
bined with a deep forefoot and wide 
chines for the ability to handle any water 
condition with maximum performance. 
Choose from a square, round or pointed 
bow configuration—again, the choice is 
yours based on the end use of the vessel. 
She can operate as a straight workboat 
or be dressed to kill as a high perfor- 
mance yacht. One 34 foot version was re- 
cently delivered with twin 300 horsepow- 
er 454 Chevrolet gas engines and sur- 
face piercing drives. The result was a 
sleek, white, high-tech sport yacht with a 
top end speed in excess of 40 mph. 

With 13 sizes available and basic hulls 
starting at $11,550, there is a Hammer- 
head for everybody. For complete details 
on the Hammerhead, contact Munson 
Boats, 150 West Dayton, Edmonds, WA 
98020; or call (206) 776-8222. rs» 








MARINE JET ENGINES 


Marine jet propulsion systems have 
been around for quite awhile and offer 
advantages for dive boat operators. 

The most obvious, of course, is the 
elimination of propellers. The jet system 
is mounted inboard near the stern and 
draws water through a duct in the hull. 
The water is then driven at high speed 
through the system and discharged 
through a nozzle directly aft. 

A pair of deflectors behind the nozzle 
control the direction of the jet of water, 
creating a powerful steering thrust. 
Another deflector can reverse the flow 
for running astern. This deflector can al- 
so be activated at high speed for an in- 
credibly powerful braking system. 

In addition to eliminating propellers, 
the jet system also draws very little wa- 
ter, allowing the vessel to operate in 
shallow areas or on top of reefs. 
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magine what it would be like to be the 

first person to fly a floating capsule into 
an underwater Grand Canyon, observing 
everything above, below and around you. 

This is essentially what UCSB scientist 
Bruce Robison and a team of marine re- 
searchers did in August 1985—they ex- 
plored the vast Monterey Canyon off 
Northern California in a submersible that 
has been likened to an H.G. Wells glass- 
bubbled time machine. 

The Deep Rover submersible was de- 
veloped by undersea pioneer Graham 
Hawkes of Deep Ocean Technology in 
Oakland. It was leased to Robison and 
his team of scientists from Can Dive, a 
Canadian offshore diving company. 

Deep Rover dives to 1,000 meters 
(more than 3,000 feet) and is revolution- 


Alice Alldredge and Dr. 
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Munson Hammerhead Workboats are available 
in Semi “V” and Deep “V” bottom configurations. 


Send or Call for our 1986 Catalog. 
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Bruce Robison topside between tests of the Wasp in 


UNDERSEA 
SCIENCE 


GOES HIGH-TECH 


Deep Rover Dives 
Wileyaitsiaon’a@r- lan ele 
BY HILLARY HAUSER 





ary among submersibles of its type be- 
cause it is not tethered to the surface. 
That means the pilot inside can go just 
about anywhere he or she wants to. 


WORLD'S TOUGHEST 
DIVEBOATS 
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Manufacturing, Incorporated 
150 W. Dayton Edmonds, WA 98020 


(206) 776-8222 


Exploring the Monterey Canyon with 
Robison was UCSB researcher Edith 
Widder, who studied bioluminescence in 
deep water marine animals. Jose Torres, 
a physiologist at the University of South 
Florida, studied the respiration of deep- 
sea animals and Richard Harbison and 
Larry Madin of Woods Hole Oceano- 
graphic Institution studied gelatinous Zoo- 
plankton—salps and jellyfish. 

Robison, a research professor of 
oceanography at UCSB and an expert on 
deep water fishes, studied these and oth- 
er forms of sea life. He said the scientists 
restricted their dives to 600 meters 
(about 2,300 feet)—the depth to which 
their backup system could dive. 

Robison said the Deep Rover enabled 
the scientists to observe things that had 
never been seen before. 

Monterey Canyon is a particularly inter- 
esting area for exploration, he said, be- 
cause the canyon comes ‘right up to the 
beach at Moss Landing,’ making it a 
deep water connection to open water. 

‘‘We had access to deeper-living ani- 
mals than we ordinarily could work on,” 
Robison said. ‘This is a diverse, complex 
community and a step upward in under- 
standing deep water ecology.’ 

The canyon, Robison said, Is ‘“‘huge,’’ 
explored only in geological surveys that 
have mapped sediments and configura- 
tions in parts of It. 

(Continued on Page 91) 
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Bahamas 


Islands Beyond The Stream 
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TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY STEPHEN FRINK 


Wie more than 700 islands and 2,000 
cays and rock formations scattered 
over 100,000 square miles of rich, clear 
tropical ocean, the Bahamas defy easy 
categorization. Culture, customs, archi- 
tecture, tourist facilities, underwater at- 
tractions and even weather patterns may 
vary from one island to the next. There 
may be a cohesive feeling of kinship, but 
the Bahamas is also a collection of dis- 
tinctly different vacation destinations. 

As near as 50 miles off the coast of 
Florida, the Bahamas chain arcs to the 
southeast over 750 miles. Accessible by 
commercial and private aircraft, private 
boats, live-aboard dive boats and cruise 
ships, the Bahamas are as appropriate 
for a weekend jaunt as a week-long stay. 
Short travel time and inexpensive flights 
are a considerable advantage of the Ba- 
hamas’ proximity to the U.S. 

Many major U.S. cities such as Boston, 
New York, Chicago, St. Louis and Dallas 
feature direct flights to Nassau and Free- 
port, with connections to the Family Is- 
lands as well. Atlanta, Orlando, Tampa, 
West Palm Beach, Fort Lauderdale and 
Miami serve as the primary U.S. gate- 
ways to the islands with scheduled com- 
mercial and charter flights to not only 
Freeport and Nassau, but many of the 
Family Islands on a daily basis. Bahamas 
Sports Information at (800) 32-SPORT, 
your travel agent, or the island dive oper- 
ator you will be visiting are the best refer- 
ences for recommendations regarding 
the specifics of air travel. 

For those wishing to tour the Bahamas 
by boat, there are several options. Cruise 
ships are commonly seen around Nassau 
and Freeport. While some watersports 
packages are available to shipboard 
guests, the best of the Bahamas dive ex- 
periences are unavailable to those limited 
by the relatively rigid itineraries of the 
cruise ship. A live-aboard dive vessel is 
a much more viable alternative and the 
Bahamas features the finest fleet of such 
craft in this hemisphere. The live-aboard 
advantages include more dives possible 
per day; having dive and camera gear 
readily at hand; greater range and acces- 
sibility to remote and potentially more ex- 
citing reefs. Perhaps the most significant 
advantage to the Bahamas live-aboard 
fleet is the knowledgeable and competent 
crews operating these vessels. Not only 
is it a comfort to realize that personal 
safety is ensured by qualified seamen, 
but with an underwater resource as vast 
and relatively unexplored as the Baha- 
mas, the experience of these operators is 
essential to maximize the diving potential. 

The final option for boat travel to the 
Bahamas is the private yacht. These is- 
lands are considered among the world’s 
finest cruising grounds for both power 
and sailboats. This is not only because of 


their superb fishing and diving, magnifi- 
cent sand beaches, crystalline water, 
friendly natives and ample sunshine and 
warm temperatures, but also because 
multi-day open ocean voyages are un- 
necessary. An average boat with a plan- 
ing hull can reach Bimini from Fort Lau- 
derdale in two hours or less and inter-Ba- 
hamas cruising can be conducted as day 
trips. There are thousands of secluded 
anchorages, as well as scores of fully 
equipped marinas for provisioning, re- 
pairs or just a touch of civilization. 

Regardless of how you reach the Ba- 
hamas, it is necessary to clear customs 
at a Bahamas port of entry. The paper- 
work required for entry into the Bahamas 
by a U.S. or Canadian citizen is very mini- 
mal, but it should absolutely be taken 
care of before ever leaving the mainland. 
Passports are, of course, acceptable, as 
are birth certificates and voter’s registra- 
tions. A driver's license is not acceptable. 
Bahamas ports of entry are: Abacos— 
Green Turtle Cay, Marsh Harbour, Sandy 
Point, Walker’s Cay; Andros—Congo 
Town, Fresh Creek, Mangrove Cay, Ni- 
choll’s Town, San Andros; Berry Is- 
lands—Chub Cay, Great Harbour Cay; 
Bimini—Alice Town; Cat Cay—Cat Cay 
Club; Eleuthera—Cape Eleuthera, Gover- 
nor's Harbour, Harbour Island, Hatchet 
Bay, Rock Sound; Exuma—George 
Town. Grand Bahama—Freeport, West 
End; Inagua—Mathew Town; New Provi- 
dence—Nassau; Ragged Island—Duncan 
Town; San Salvador—Cockburn Town. 

As with any foreign country, guns, am- 
munition, explosives and illegal recrea- 
tional drugs will create a problem with the 
customs man. 

The currency of the Bahamas is on par- 
ity with the U.S. dollar and Bahamian and 
American dollars are generally used in- 
terchangeably. Taxi drivers and mer- 
chants may or may not be able to return 
change in U.S. currency, but most hotels 
are able to exchange money. Hotels, 
large restaurants and many dive opera- 
tions also accept traveler's checks and 
major credit cards. 

Electricity on most of the Bahamas Is- 
lands is 120 volts at 60 cycles, the stand- 
ard in North America. Therefore, con- 
verters are not required. There may be an 
occasional surge or fluctuation on some 
of the smaller islands where power is 
provided by private generators. A simple 
inquiry at the dive shop or hotel front 
desk can usually allay any concerns. 

The Tropic of Cancer slices through 
Long Island and south of George Town in 
the Exumas, so technically, part of the 
Bahamas is tropical and part is subtropi- 
cal. But, the distinction between the 
northern and southern Bahamas is not as 
important as the difference between win- 
ter and summer, the Bahamas’ only true 
seasons. In the winter the general day- 
time high will be around 78°F and the 
nighttime low around 68°F. Occasional 
cool spells may make a sweater or light 
jacket appropriate to carry along. For the 


most part, winter in the Bahamas is a 
balmy, sunny escape from the cold and 
snow beleaguering most of the U.S. and 
Canada. The cooler temperatures, of 
course, are reflected in the water temper- 
ature, which may range from 68 to 76°F 
over the season. A three-sixteenths inch 
wetsuit is adequate for any Bahamas win- 
ter dive day and for most days, a shorty 
or one-eighth inch wetsuit is comfortable. 
During the winter months winds can 
make on-shore activities ideally comfort- 
able, but occasionally bumpy out on the 
ocean. Some of the dive operations fea- 
ture sites on both the windward and lee- 
ward shores of their islands, which allows 
them to escape prevailing winds. Winter 
is the high season in terms of general 
tourism. The myriad recreational activities 
of the Bahamas such as windsurfing, wa- 
terskiing, fishing, beachcombing, horse- 
back riding, shell collecting, golf, tennis, 
boating, sunbathing and basic relaxation 
augment the diver’s dry time. 

Summertime in the Bahamas means 
flat, calm seas and water temperatures 
ranging from 76°F to the high 80s. The 
air temperatures run about the same and 
a wetsuit is absolutely unnecessary for 
thermal protection. A light wetsuit or Ly- 
cra suit, however, might be advisable to 
protect against stings and abrasion. Un- 
derwater visibility throughout the Baha- 
mas is among the best in the world, win- 
ter or summer. But, while the average vis- 
ibility during the winter might be in the 
100 foot range, during the summer it can 
approach 200 feet. 

Dress in the Bahamas is generally ca- 
Sual and in keeping with the warm cli- 
mate. Shorts, a [T-shirt and deck shoes 
are adequate for most daily occasions, 
although a windbreaker or sweater might 
be welcome in the winter months. For 
evening wear, slacks and a sport shirt for 
men and slacks or skirt and a blouse for 
women are usually sufficient. The excep- 
tion is Freeport or Nassau where the trav- 
el itinerary might include discos or night 
clubs, gambling or a cabaret show. In this 
case a sport coat or dress might be 
advisable, but in general, attire is casual. 

Diving throughout the Bahamas is both 
exciting and varied. The topside attrac- 
tions of each of the Bahamas Islands are 
likewise diverse. In the following section 
we will look at Nassau, Freeport and the 
Family Islands. 


NEW PROVIDENCE 

Nassau is often considered synony- 
mous with New Providence, but of course 
New Providence is the island and Nassau 
the capital city and seat of government 
for the Bahamas. Just as Nassau is much 
more than a government center with its 
highrise resort hotels, straw market and 
duty free shopping, cruise ship port, ca- 
barets and casinos, beaches and water- 
sports; New Providence is much more 
than just Nassau. There are several high 
quality golf courses throughout the island 
and last January the $300,000 PGA Ba- 
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The Bahamas. 
| When you get down to it, no other place 
gives you as many divin g expe eriences. 


Historic wrecks. Drift-diving along 
the Continental Shelf. Magnificent 
marine life. Visibility up to 200 feet. 
The challenge of blue hole diving. 
Spectacular drop-ofts. Brilliant coral reefs me canyons. 
Discovering countless “critters.” 100,000 square miles of 
uncrowded ocean. A different place to dive every day. 
Just off the Florida coast. 
a. Aveo TS all there in [he Bahamas. 
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| Diving In The Bahamas é fs 
: : =F g oY 
; xg Foss F 

| Area Dive Operator F £ ¥ /E E& § > 
ABACO Brendal’s Dive Shop, Ltd. a a 
Dive Abaco, Ltd. 47YwYw vw 4 Vad 
Island Marine Dive Shop a a a 
Treasure Cay Divers 4 an aan a ra a 
. -| Walker’s Cay Dive Centre "a ~~ . ~~ al 
____| ANDROS Andros Undersea Adventures 4 v wrYrYr|Y Y 
. Small Hope Bay Lodge 47 ww an aa 47 vw a 
BERRY ISLANDS _ | Chub Cay Undersea Adventures yey yvrwvw\ivv¥ it 
| BIMIN| = ——_| Bimini Undersea Adventures vr Kr Kr Kr HK NSK VY Wa 
CAT ISLAND Hawk's Nest Club 4YvyY y|44r¥ 4 

CROOKED ISLAND | Pittstown Point Landings yrvyv 
ELEUTHERA Cotton Bay Club a a ~Yw YY 4 4 
Romora Bay Club 47 a ae 47~Yw YA 7 ww 
Spanish Wells Dive-Center 4“ 4 ra 4 47~Yw vw ~~ 4 
| Valentine’s Dive Center 47 ww 4 iY ww 4~ ww 
PERUMAD = oN Exuma Aquatics, Ltd. yvey 4 y\|4rx 4yv 
Exuma Divers PAL Ww ww 4w7~Yw YY a a ~ 47 4% 
_| LONGISLAND Stella Maris Inn yvyY 4 ylvrvyv aad 
RUM CAY Rum Cay Club yvYvY r|4yr 4 v 

a rv 4 4 v | 









SAN SALVADOR Island Water Sports, Ltd. 
Riding Rock Inn 
NEW PROVIDENCE | Bahama Divers, Ltd. 
Coral Harbour Divers 
New Providence Divers, Ltd. 


Smuggler’s Rest Resort 
Sun Divers, Ltd. 


West End Diving Centre 
For more information on the many 
diving experiences available in It B In Th Bah 
The Bahamas call 1-800-32-SPORT. S etter C ainas. 


circle #141 on Reader Service Card 



















SCHEDULED AIR SERVICE FOR 
THE BAHAMAS 


AIRLINE TELEPHONE U.S. CITIES DESTINATIONS AIRLINE TELEPHONE U.S. CITIES DESTINATIONS 
Aero Coach (800) 327-0010 (U.S.) Ft. Lauderdale © George Town Eastern Airlines (800) 327-8376 Atlanta, Boston Freeport 
(800) 432-5034 (FL) © W. Palm Beach Marsh Harbour Chicago, Detroit Nassau 
(305) 525-8555 Treasure Cay Houston 
Bimini New York, L.A. 
Miami 
Bahamasair (800) 222-4262 Newark Nassau Ft. Lauderdale 
(305) 593-1910 Atlanta Freeport Philadelphia 
Ft. Lauderdale © Family Islands 
Miami, Tampa Gull Air (800) 222-GULL Miami, Orlando Freeport 
Orlando W. Palm Beach Treasure Cay 
Ft. Lauderdale Nassau 
Bahamas Express (201) 435-7191 (NJ) = Newark Freeport 
(212) 315-0420 (NY) Atlanta, Tampa Nassau Pan Am (800) 221-1111 New York Freeport 
Miami Family Islands Miami, Boston Nassau 
Ft. Lauderdale Chicago, Orlando 
Cincinnati 
Caribbean Express (305) 884-6555 Miami George Town Cleveland 
(800) 351-0104 N. Eleuthera Philadelphia 
(800) 223-7652 Rock Sound Detroit 
Gov. Harbour San Francisco 
Treasure Cay Washington, D.C. 
Marsh Harbour Pittsburgh 
Chalk’s International (800) 327-2521 (U.S.) Ft. Lauderdale Nassau Transair (800) 523-0087 (U.S.) Ft. Lauderdale Freeport 
(800) 432-8807 (FL) Miami Bimini (800) 826-1816 (FL) Jacksonville Marsh Harbour 
(305) 895-1223 W. Palm Beach Orlando N. Eleuthera 
Dade County Palm Beach Treasure Cay 
(305) 467-7233 Ft. Myers Nassau 
Broward County George Town 
Delta Airlines (404) 765-5000 Atlanta, Boston Nassau United Airlines (312) 569-3000 Chicago Freeport, Nassau 
New York 
Detroit, Dallas Walker’s Cay Airlines (305) 523-5947 Ft. Lauderdale © Walker's Cay 
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fishwatcher or underwater photographer. 
Tame groupers and moray eels are the 
stars of the U/W show, but as with so 
many shipwrecks, the general fish life is 
abundant. The Deep Mahoney lies in 60 © 
feet of water and offers greater relief and 
an even denser colony of resident fish. 
The south side of the island is the lee 
side and is easily accessible to NEW 
PROVIDENCE DIVERS at the SOUTH 


hamas Golf Classic was held on Paradise 
Island. The annual Bahamas International 
Windsurfing Regatta was held this year at 
the Nassau Beach Hotel with prizes in ex- 
cess of $50,000. 

Several of the dive operations, includ- 
ing BAHAMA DIVERS LTD., NASSAU . 
DIVE SUPPLY/DIVER'S HAVEN and ao 
SUN DIVERS LTD., are in Nassau and 
serve guests from the large resort hotels 
there and on Paradise island. There are 
a number of shallow to medium depth 
reefs on the north side of the island, plus 
a couple of interesting wrecks near Nas- 
sau that are on the standard dive itinerary 
for these operators. Green Cay Reef sits Me 
in 35 feet of water and is typified by stag- eras 
horn and elkhorn coral formations. Para- Pace 
dise Island Caves offers a little deeper 
dive in 50 to 55 feet of water and features — 
undercut coral ledges populated by a 


CORAL HARBOUR DIVERS wide variety of reef tropicals. Probably 
PLE SRC NSE ELIS Hae the most popular dive on the north side 


Ore) e- 1M at-laele)0l am BI ic-1 a> of the island is the wreck of the Ma- 
P.O. Box SS 5635 honey. A large steel vessel, apparently a eg] 
NEG Bah freighter, the Mahoney's two separate <> 

Sau, bahamas sections provide two separate dives. The INTERNATIONAL AIR ROUTES 

Tel. (809) 326-4171 site known as the Mahoney sits in 30 feet TO THE BAHAMAS 

of water and is very productive for the IL 


New York /New Jersey 
Boston 





eect circla #142 on Reader Service Card 


Nobody Has More Fun’ 


Join us for a sail/dive 
excursion departing 










from Miami. 


Options include: 

e 3 dives a day * beach parties 

e island exploration © Out-!sland 

nightlife « shell collecting ¢ sailing 

e fishing ¢ lobster hunts ¢ lazy | 

days ¢ virgin diving 
| 
| 


Always a good time, often 
a great adventure. 






Blackbeard S 





CRUISES 


| 
P.O. Box 66-1091, Miami Springs, FL 33266 
Toll Free (800) 327-9600 ¢ Florida (305) 888-1226 7 | 
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Above: Sunset at an Andros beach. 
Andros is the largest island in the 
Bahamas chain and offers a 142 
ali C-mcolate Mek: 1adl-1ana--) @oi(el-t- com -alel e-em 
It features hard corals in shallow 
water, seafans at medium depths 
Talo me- mmo | ge) elie) smn dat- lam ol-rellal-me- | awa 
1(-X-) imo ie la) eum elal(oy-Lellale Mm iUreley-lel- Mam ot- be 
hamas Air. The Bahamas can be 
reached easily by air or water. 


ROATAN 


ne LAN 

are —.. 
GREAT BARRIER 
il Anh 
KMAIRE UU 


w VIRGIN SLANDS'759 


e 


a 
K 360 


RED:SEA 7290 


io) oka Mal-m Ofe]¢5/ 01-14 oF- (orga Meolale ML yr-lalem 
This ship was sunk intentionally to 
create a dive site. It sits upright in 
90 feet of water. Above: A diver’s 
signpost provides a backrest for a 
Rum Cay visitor. Rum Cay diving 
features fascinating underwater 
reef structures and rich fish life. Lee 
fofolatolid{e)at-w-> 4] alam diel <-1mm- lace mmereye) te 
ing breezes are present in summer. 
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Come dive 
with us at 
Small Hope Bay Lodge 


Andros Island, Bahamas 


Where wall and 
blue hole diving began. 


We have 142 miles of virgin barrier 
reef right on the edge of the tongue of 
the ocean. Dive our wall from 70 to 185 
feet, our famous Ocean Blue Hole, our 
coral caverns, wreck dive, explore shal- 
low gardens of brilliant coral and danc- 
ing fish or drift and discover new dive 
sites with us. There is something for 
everyone from the beginner to the ex- 
perienced diver. 


We have cottages on the beach, great 
food, a hot tub under the stars, sailing, 
windsurfing and hammocks strung be- 
tween the palms. 


We're easy to get to 
yet hard to leave. 


“Come share our way of life.” 
~The Birchas 


Write for our fun, informative brochure 
P.O. Box 21667, Ft. Lauderdale 

Florida 33335-1667 

Toll free (800) 223-6961 

In Florida (305) 463-9130 

Direct (809) 368-2014 


Small is 
Beautiful 


P.S. Bring a non-diving friend and 
we'll teach them to dive—free! 
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OCEAN BEACH HOTEL and SMUG- 
GLER’S REST and CORAL HARBOUR 
DIVERS at the LYFORD CAY CLUB. This 
is the area in which Hollywood has cho- 
sen to stage many of its biggest produc- 
tions including Thunderball, Never Say 
Never Again, Splash and Cocoon, as well 
as numerous Flipper episodes and the 
TV movie Wet Gold. The same attributes 
that make this area attractive to Holly- 
wood make it attractive to sport divers: 
The weather is predictably calm; the wa- 
ters are predictably clear; the dive sites 
are just short boat rides from shore; there 
is great variety; and there is good topside 
support. This topside support can be in 
the form of the rambling 120 room South 
Ocean Beach Hotel, or a smaller, more 
intimate setting such as the Smuggler’s 
Rest, with 11 efficiency units. Or guests 
can stay in the Nassau, Paradise Island 






Smuggler’s 
Rest 
edsort 


P.O. Box N 8050 
Nassau, Bahamas 


(809) 326-1143 COLLECT 
(800) 328-8029, ext. 246 
MESSAGES 


GO FOR IT! 





4 DAY/3 NIGHT 


Sines SEL 


THE BEST OF TWO WORLDS 


Unforgettable diving at a quiet, secluded resort and the 
exciting bustling city of Nassau nearby. 


* Casinos, shopping and nightlife i& 
¢ Dive boat docked at your door see 
e Four secluded Waterside Villas 
e Group discounts 

© Daily pickups from all hotels 

e Incredible reefs, walls & wrecks 
Our playground is the ‘Tongue of 
the Ocean’. Only minutes away 
with vertical drops to 6000 feet 


Dive the ‘Tongue’ with us 
for an unforgettable time! 


PARADIS 


Experience breathtaking reefs, caverns and shipwrecks 
while staying at the most distinctive hotel in the Bahamas. 


Features include: Children 12 and under free in the room (limit 2 per room) 
= One hour coupon for aqua bike ® One hour coupon for windsurfing 

= 50% discount on hobie cat rentals = 20% discount on parasail # 20% discount 
on jet ski = Two complimentary cocktails per person in Le Paon. 


Additional dives, night dives, and an unlimited dive package also available. Average dive ~ 4 to 8 persons. 
*Rates per person, double occupancy effective 4/20/86 - 12/17/86. 


RESERVATIONS 


Sea & Ski d informati Il toll free, (ask f RAN 
Ocean Sports Ltd. e The Giendien Dive Package’) GRAND 
1-800-327-4551] ON PARADIS BLAND 


or Cable Beach sections of New Provi- 
dence and ride daily shuttle buses to the 
boat docks. 

The Stadium is typical of many of the 
wall dives, beginning at 45 feet and drop- 
ping fairly vertically to 120 feet, at which 
point it becomes very vertical. The wall 
dives are along the Tongue of the Ocean, 
which brings the clear blue waters and 
open ocean pelagic life in contact with 
the reef face. The Stadium is so named 
because it is a large sand bowl surround- 
ed by ‘‘bleachers’’ of high profile corals. 
Schooling fish, such as jack and grunt, 
populate the coral along the wall’s edge, 
while the wall face is adorned by multi- 
hued sponges and gorgonians. Sand 
Chute is somewhat similar except for a 
sand ramp dropping from 45 to 90 feet 
where it meets the wall. Along the wall 
face are purple tube sponges, brilliant or- 
ange elephant ear sponges and good 
populations of angelfish and grouper. As 
you traverse the wall to the east you will 
encounter the ghostly Shuder’s Ship- 
wreck, first appearing as a monochro- 
















Shs 
oe 









6,000 ft. deep 


8 DAY/7 NIGHT 


(Includes * 
6 dives) S582 
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Package 


RY, $139 


Includes: 


~ Super Dive 
| 












¢ 2 Luxurious nights at SOUTH OCEAN BEACH 
HOTEL & GOLF CLUB 
¢ 2 Tank dive with experts from NEW PROVIDENCE DIVERS 
DE VibaveltvartamoeeterCimelticat 
¢ CABLE BEACH CASINO show package 
¢ Unlimited shuttle service to casino and shopping 
¢ Extras too numerous to mention! 


NEIDER TRAVEL 1-800-558-2828 



















IT’S BETTER IN THE BAHAMAS 
Featuring bulk EASTERN AIRLINES fares and NEW 
PROVIDENCE DIVERS, the Bahama experts 

ia 0 od 8 Oca 6-0) 01M oF: 1-10 0) 0) D) 5) Oo ©) @ Or GaN 0) 01 Lol D cen O MB Tol) ee coleN Bel(edel cen ioly 
NEIDER TRAVEL 


1-800-558-2828 
(Wis. call 414-632-6191) 











SCUBA PACKAGES from. 0 UNCONFUSED | 


Need a friend in the travel business? 
4/15/86 to 12/15/86 Too many brochures, coupons, ads? 
BIMINI One says better, the other says best. 
















pp ee Let Aqua Adventures 
ABACOS 

YN |p) ={0\> UNCONFUSE you i. 
EXUMA with the resort 
FREEPORT best suited for 
O10] =m O7-% 4 YOU! 


WALKERS CAY 

HARBOUR ISLAND 
SPANISH WELLS 

It’s Better In The Bahamas 





We’ve Got Your Island. 
Visit your Travel Agent or Dive Shop and 
DEMAND an Aqua Adventures Dream Dive Vacation! 


Eastern 


ae 








Aqua Adventures, Inc. 


318 Lexington Ave., New York, NY 10016 ® (212) 686-6210 


74 SKIN DIVER MAY 1986 






The island’s major population center, 
Freeport, is a flourishing tourist haven 
with flights coming and going several 
times daily on a variety of commercial 
and charter air carriers. 

There are more than 2,000 hotel rooms 
available in Freeport alone, with another 
massive complex at the West End devel- 
opment, JACK TAR VILLAGE. Most ho- 
tels are large resorts equipped with fresh- 
water swimming pools, elevators, air- 
conditioning, restaurants, several 
lounges and a variety of watersports 
packages. The Princess Casino and the 
newly reopened Lucayan Beach Hotel al- 
so offer gambling and cabaret shows. 

The secret of Freeport’s popularity with 
the dive community is probably attribut- 
able to three factors. The first is the effi- 
ciency and expertise of the UNDERWA- 
TER EXPLORERS SOCIETY (UNEXSO). 
For more than 22 years UNEXSO has 
been serving divers’ needs in the Free- 
port area. Today it has evolved into an 
impressive complex integrating a sophis- 
ticated instructional program including a 
unique, 18 foot deep training tank; a 
modern retail facility; guest dive gear 
storage; a popular restaurant and bar; 
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compressors and rental dive gear; and 
three custom dive boats. 

The second reason is the quality of the 
diving off Freeport. There are deep reefs, 
a wall (although the wall starts rather 
deep, 110 feet), medium depth reefs and 
a beautifully vibrant shallow reef. How- 
ever, the most famous dive in Freeport is 
not a reef at all, but a wreck. Theo’s 
Wreck is a 230 foot steel freighter inten- 
tionally sunk as a diving attraction. It sits 
on its side just at the edge of the ledge 
in 100 feet of water and baitfish, snapper, 
a school of resident horse-eye jacks, sev- 
eral barracuda and turtles have become 
frequent visitors. 

The typical day of diving will include an 
early deep dive in 60 to 90 feet of water 
or on Theo’s Wreck. These are usually 
one tank dives and since the sites are on- 
ly 15-20 minutes from UNEXSO, travel 
time is not significant. There will be a mid- 
morning dive scheduled at one of the 
shallow reefs in 10 to 25 feet of water. 
The elkhorn corals and yellow seafans 
are especially beautifully represented in 
the Freeport shallow reefs and it is an ex- 
cellent area to photograph snorkelers. 
The afternoon dive is usually to a reef in 
30 to 60 feet of water, but occasionally a 
cavern dive is substituted upon request. 
Night dives are also very much a part of 
the UNEXSO diving packages. 

The third reason for the success of 
Freeport as a dive destination lies in the 





variety of other recreational activities 
available apres dive or for non-diving 
companions. There is great duty free 
shopping; the International Bazaar with 
its colorful straw market; magnificent 
beaches with areas of privacy and other 
areas with a variety of watersports such 
as parasailing and windsurfing; fine and 
diverse dining; superior accommoda- 
tions; interesting night life and gambling. 

Once beyond the modern conven- 
iences and resort aspects of Freeport, 
Grand Bahama has more of an out-island 
flavor. There are native restaurants, 
quaint ‘“‘conch”’ architecture, empty ex- 
panses of beach, native fishing fleets and 
lots of undeveloped land. The drive from 
Freeport to the Jack Tar Village at the 
West End is particularly scenic with 
mounds of conch shells lining the road. 
These countless thousands of shells are 
piled in mute testimony to the importance 
of this gastronomic staple to the Bahami- 
an lifestyle and also to the bounty of the 
vast Bahama Banks. 

UNEXSO has recently taken over the 
dive operation at the Jack Tar Village, a 
400 room hotel along the waterfront at 
the West End. It is styled in the Club Med 
concept of one price for all recreational 
activities including snorkeling, boardsail- 
ing, sailing and other watersports. The 
scuba diving programs are in place. In 
addition to the established sites, the dive- 
masters are constantly exploring and 
finding exciting new sites. This is another 
one of those areas that would be fasci- 
nating to explore in greater detail. 

At the East End of Grand Bahama is the 
DEEP WATER CAY CLUB, a nine room 
resort that has been in operation for more 
than 25 years, primarily as a bonefishing 
lodge. Now John and Mary Brooks have 
instituted a comprehensive diving pro- 
gram utilizing a 27 foot dive boat and 
trips limited to 10 divers. Besides the am- 
ple open ocean dives, John and Mary are 
exceptionally qualified cave and cavern 
divers. They explore the inland and 
ocean blue holes with regularity. The am- 
biance is rustic and the potential for ad- 
venture is high. 


THE FAMILY ISLANDS 

Of the 700 islands in the Bahamas, 21 
are inhabited. Beyond New Providence 
and Grand Bahama there are the 19 
Family Islands. Of these, nine islands or 
groups of islands actively cater to travel- 
ing divers. We will consider these in geo- 
graphic succession from north to south. 


THE ABACOS 

Lying in a 130 mile elbow-shaped arc 
in the northeast corner of the Bahamas, 
the Abacos are bordered by the Atlantic 
Ocean and the Great Bahama Bank. 
Great Abaco represents the largest land 
mass and most of the islands are fringed 
with sparkling sand beaches. The outer 
cays and reef enclose a protected cruis- 


ing ground that has long been a favorite 





Dive inn to the Holiday Inn Beach Resort and find out why 
there’s more to a Bahamas diving vacation than just diving. 


Holiday Inn, Freeport/ 
Lucaya Beach Resort is one 
of the most popular resort 
hotels in the entire Carib- 
bean, located 20 minutes from 
Miami on a gorgeous white 
sand beach on Grand Bahama 
Island. These are superior 
accommodations that will meet 
your expectations. All rooms 
nave air conditioning, full 
American television and lots of 
activities! As Holiday Inn says, 
“No Surprises.” 

Well maybe just a few... 
like — Parasailing, water skiing, 
sailing, tennis, a beautiful fresh 
water swimming'pool, three 
restaurants, three bars, a lively 


disco and dazzling island floor 
show all available right at your 
hotel. And you're only five 
minutes away from an action- 
packed casino, other fine res- 
taurants and entertainment. 
This is one resort that gives you 
a real choice of pleasures. 

And when you’re ready to 
dive, the world renowned Under- 
water Explorer's Society will 
make your diving “hassle-free!” 

Year after year SKIN 
DIVER readers pick the 
Bahamas as the world’s 
number one dive destina- 
tion. Water clarity, marine life, 
comfort and convenience are 
obvious reasons. 


“UNEXSO is the most _ 
sophisticated and best a 
equipped diving facility in 
the Bahamas; and in fact, 
the world.” 
—Paul Tzimoulis, Publisher: 
Skin Diver Magazine 


At UNEXSO, you will 
find a great variety of diving, 
including Theos Wreck at 100 
ft., abundant corals and fish, 
and a gorgeous shallow reef for 
available lich photography. 

This special package 
includes up to three differ- 
ent boat dives per day, plus 
night dives. This is “hassle- 
free” diving at its finest! 
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NON-DIVERS: Deduct $278 from 7 night prices; $159 from 3 night. 


FOR RESERVATIONS and further information, see 
your Travel Agent or call: (809) 373-1244. 


UNDERWATER, 
EXPLORERS 
SOCIETY 


UNEXSO 


Box F-2433-FREEPORT, BAHAMAS 


Prices per person include all necessary taxes and gratuities 
at the destination. 



















CAT ISLAND SAN SALVADOR 


Hawk’s Nest Club island Water Sports, Ltd.* 
P.O. Box 3190 Riding Rock Inn 

Ocala, FL 32678 c/o Out Island Service Co., Inc. 
(800) 426-4222 (U.S. toll free) 701 S.W. 48th Street 

(904) 368-2500 (Florida) Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33315 


(800) 272-1492 (U.S. toll free) 
CROOKED ISLAND (305) 761-1492 (Florida) 
Pittstown Point Landings 


c/o Bahamas Caribbean International GRAND BAHAMA ISLAND 


BAHAMAS DIVE 
OPERATORS _ 


-* Member of Bahamas Diving Association 


| ABACO : 





P.O. Box 9831 
Green Turtle Ca Mobile, AL 36691 East End 
ella Deep Water Cay Club 


Brendal’s Dive Shop, Ltd.* 
c/o Green Turtle Club 
Green Turtle Cay 

Abaco, Bahamas 

(809) 367-2572 


Hope Town 


Island Marine Dive Shop* 
P.O. Box G 

Hope Town 

Abaco, Bahamas 

(809) 367-2822 





Marsh Harbour 


Dive Abaco, Ltd.* 
P.O. Box 555 
Marsh Harbour 
Abaco, Bahamas 
(809) 367-2014 
(809) 367-2787 


Treasure Cay 


Treasure Cay Divers* 
4050 S.W. 11th Terrace 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33315 
(305) 763-5665 {call collect) 


Walker’s Cay 


Walker's Cay Dive Shop* 
700 S.W. 34th Street 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33315 
(800) 327-3714 (U.S. toll free) 
(800) 432-2092 (FL toll free) 
(305) 522-1469 (Florida) 


+ ANDROS _ 
Fresh Creek (Andros Town) 


Small Hope Bay Lodge* 

P.O. Box 21667 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335-1667 
(800) 223-6961 (U.S. toll free) 
(305) 463-9130 (Florida) 

(809) 368-2014 (Andros) 


Nicholl’s Town (San Andros) 


Andros Undersea Adventures’ 
Andros Beach Hotel & Villas 
P.O. Box 21766 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335-1766 
(800) 327-8150 (U.S. toll free) 
(305) 763-2188 (Florida) 


. BERRY ISLANDS | 
Chub Cay Undersea Adventures 

Chub Cay Club 

P.O. Box 21766 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335-1766 

(800) 327-8150 (U.S. toll free) 

(305) 763-2188 (Florida) 








=e 


Harbour Island 


Romora Bay Club* 

P.O. Box 7026 

Boca Raton, FL 33431 

(800) 327-8286 (U.S. toll free} 
(305) 997-9699 (Florida) 

(809) 333-2324/5 (Harbour Island) 


Valentine's Dive Center* 

U.S. Office 

3928 Shelbyville Road 

Louisville, KY 40207 

(602) 897-6481 (Kentucky) 

(800) 662-2255 (U.S. toll free—wait for “tone” after first ring; 
then enter 832) 

(809) 333-2309 (Harbour Island) 


Rock Sound 


Cotton Bay Club 

P.O. Box 28 

Rock Sound, Eleuthera 

(809) 334-2101/2156 (Rock Sound) 
(800) 843-2297 (U.S. toll free) 


Spanish Wells 


Spanish Wells Dive Center* 

c/o Win Chesley Associates, Inc. 
4316 W. Broward Blvd., Suite #5 
Plantation, FL. 33317 

(800) 327-5118 (U.S. toil free) 
(800) 432-1362 (FL toll free) 
(305) 791-5118 (Florida) 

(809) 332-2645 (Spanish Wells) 





George Town 


Exuma Aquatics Ltd.* 
at Hotel Pieces of Eight 
P.O. Box 49 

George Town 

Exuma, Bahamas 

(809) 336-2600 

(809) 336-2672 


Exuma Divers* 
P.O. Box 110 
George Town 
Exuma, Bahamas 
(809) 336-2030 
(809) 336-2710 





LONG ISLAND 


Stella Maris 


Stella Maris Inn* 

P.O. Box SM 105 

Stella Maris, Long Island, Bahamas 
(809) 336-2106 

U.S. Office: 

701 S.W. 48th Street 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33315 





P.O. Box 1145 
Palm Beach, FL 33480 
(305) 684-3958 


Freeport/Lucaya 


Sunn Oddessey 

Silver Sands Hotel Beach 
P.O. Box F-4166 
Freeport, Grand Bahama 
(809} 373-5700 

(809) 852-8776 


Underwater Explorers Society 
(UNEXSO)* 

P.O. Box F-2433 

Freeport, Grand Bahama 

(809) 373-1244 


West End 


West End Diving Centre* 

c/o Underwater Explorers Society 
P.O. Box F-2433 

Freeport, Grand Bahama 

(809) 373-1244 





NEW PROVIDENCE ISLAND 


Nassau 


Bahama Divers Ltd.* 
P.O. Box SS-5004 
Nassau, Bahamas 

(809) 326-5644 

(809) 322-8431 ext. 6629 


Coral Harbour Divers* 

P.O. Box $S-5635 

Nasau, Bahamas 

(809) 326-4171 

Reservations and info: 
Compass Travel-Atlanta, GA 
(404) 955-1496 

(800) 241-6573 (U.S. toll free) 


New Providence Divers, Ltd.* 

(affiliated with South Ocean Beach Hotel) 
c/o The Underwater Connection 

N87 W16459 Appleton Avenue 
Menomonee Falls, WI 53051 

(414) 251-8283 

(809) 326-4391 ext. 269 


Smuggier’s Rest Resort* 
P.O. Box N-8050 

Nassau, Bahamas 

(809) 326-1143 

(809) 326-1401 


Sun Divers Ltd. 
P.O. Box N-10728 
Nassau, Bahamas 
(809) 322-3301 
(809) 325-7788 











(305) 467-0466 


RUM CAY 


Rum Cay Club* 

P.O. Box 22396 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335 
(305) 467-8355 (call collect) 


PARADISE ISLAND a. 
Sea & Ski Ocean Sports : 
(affiliated with Grand Hotel) 
P.O. Box N-4754 

Nassau, Bahamas < 
(809) 326-2011 oS 
(809) 326-3370 @ 


Bimini Undersea Adventures 
P.O. Box 21766 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335-1766 
(800) 327-8150 (U.S. toll free) 
(305) 763-2188 (Florida) 
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Announcing Unexso’ “ Lue avan Beach Dive an Beach Dive Package 
RE SEE EE DCACH VINE FACKASE 


Dive& PLw. 
‘O69, Dy. 
















































Beach Resort & Casino 
*PER PERSON Explorers Society. 
eae Rit For reservations call (809) 373-1244 
® Tanks, backpacks, & weight belts aio pink nese 


® Waterview air conditioned room with 
included Lucayan Beach Resort & Casino, 


UNEAXO’S LUCAYAN BEACH DIVE PACKAGES. 

All diving activities conducted 
color television and mini bar 

® 2 boat dives daily, excluding arrival & 

5 hte tia en : aps NIGHTS Grand Bahama, The Bahamas. 


© The incomparably luxurious Lucayan 
4. sop~ 3 NIGHTS by UNEXSO, the Underwater 
departure days 
UNDERWATER 




















® Souvenir photo 


® $5 casino coupon 
® '4 hour free use of “Floats & Boats” 
® Beach bag 









le ~PER PERSON 
DOUBLE 
OCCUPANCY 


EXPLORERS 
SOCIETY 





® Special Beverage Bonus: $50 per 
room on 3 night stay; $100 per room 
on 4 nights or longer 


Rates available for singles, triples, and 
non-divers. 





UNEXSO 


BOX F-2433—-FREEPORT, BAHAMAS 



















Announcing the Premier Season 


an? 





VACATION 
SHOWPIACE 


OF THE 
BAHAMAS. 


For people who want a little bit more. The new 
 Genting Lucayan Beach is more than a resort ... it’s the 
Vacation Showplace of The Bahamas with the only 
casino in Grand Bahama right on a magnificent 2 mile 
beach. Enjoy a full variety of watersports including 
diving with the world famous Underwater Explorers 
Society located on the property. Dine in style in any of 
5 restaurants. Non stop casino action and live enter- 

_ tainment round out a great vacation experience. 

For information write: 

Genting Lucayan Beach 


i LUCAYAN BEACH =| 
Resort & Casino, P.O. Box F-336, prey aEAC] 
leave, Crand Bahama, The” RESORT@CASINO [7 


Bahamas or call (800) 327-0787 — @ i Gentine INTERNATIONAL RESORT & CASINO 


Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Perth, Western Australia. 
Adelaide, South Australia. Grand sevoninel The Bahamas. 








Pratt SET TE 
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Capt. Skeet LaChance 


presents AERO TN 


When diving with Skeet 
Fly Aero Coach 
1-800-327-0010 

In FL 1-800-432-5031 


miti@tlf & 
pa Soeenagt in @& 
i Peta Ors ca ce Bl NE See 
Ree ee ead 
TTT SEN rere nS 
5 is Le a raw i 


of yachtsmen, fishermen and divers. The 
Abacos are, of course, accessible by 
boat and by air at Marsh Harbour, Treas- 
ure Cay and Walker's Cay. 


«. Bahamas 


wee ee " Discover the only other 


LACHANCE Great Barrier Reef... 


150 Miles of Incomparable Adventure! 
Cinspoiled Undersea Gardens! 


WALKER’S CAY 

Walker’s Cay is a private 100 acre is- 
land that has been developed as a resort 
catering to fishing, boating and diving. 
The marina is the hub of activity in the 
summer with big time fishing tournaments 
where contestants battle with blue and 
white marlin, sailfish, wahoo, tuna and 





Game Preserves - Blue Holes dolphin, as well as grouper, snapper and 

a ee ee ———™ £ bonefish. There are two swimming pools, 
NAME. Aqua Adventures Inc. tennis courts, 62 double rooms, three vil- 

318 Lexington Ave. las and the deluxe Harbor House retreat. 

MOORE Stns cepes Foie Pe _—s§-§« New Yorrk, NY 10016 A new addition to Walker's Cay is the 
: (212) 686-6210 Aqualife Mariculture project. This is the 

STATE, ZIP ———_—_—_—— largest tropical marine fish farm in the 

| ease ue eure ee world with a new building half the size of 

pe eee eee eee Ur ——"—CC#«#€#€n. fH ibali feild, 200 brood fanke, 62 larval 


tanks and more than 200 grow out tanks. 
Visitors to Walker's Cay are welcome to 
tour the facility. 

Despite Aqualife’s effectiveness, it 
can't compete with the coral reefs just 15 
minutes offshore and therein lies the 
magic of Walker's Cay. Most dives range 
from 15 to 50 feet in depth, so there is 
ample bottom time and plenty of available 
light. Examples include the Old Wreck at 
15 feet with bits of wreckage from an old 
ship spread out across the bottom, and a 
host of macro residents including plume 
worms, cleaner shrimp, anemones and 
crabs as well as numerous reef tropicals. 
Nick’s Reef is an extensive cavern and 
tunnel system with black coral to be 
found in depths of only 30 feet. There are 
seasonal swarms of glass minnows in the 
caverns and, as a result, lots of groupers 
and snappers to prey on the baitfish. 
Jeanette’s Reef is a favorite with many. 
lt has a garden eel community, rich fish 
life, lobster and high profile brain and star 
corals; all in only 30 feet of water. 
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every month with 


skin diver 


Explore the Wonde 
Cnderwater World 
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Small... private... one-resort island. 


No automobiles. No television. No telephones. Superlative diving and snorkeling. 
Secluded beaches. Luxurious villas and hotel accommodations. Delicious meals 
and excellent service. Excellent fishing. Two swimming pools, tennis, marina, 
paved runway. 


TREASURE CAY 
Treasure Cay is approximately 30 
miles north of Marsh Harbour. It is the 
home of TREASURE CAY BEACH HO- 
TEL. A beautiful marina is complemented 
by deluxe cruising yachts as testimony to 
the nautical nature of this development. 
Accommodations include hotel rooms, 
marina view rooms and suites, and villas. 
There are two freshwater swimming 
pools, several restaurants and even ca- 
ble color television. The beach is on the 
lee side of the island and looks exactly 
the way a magnificent tropical beach 
should. And, it also has complete water- 
sports activities, a beachside grill and 

restaurant, and lounge chairs. 
o— Jim and Carol Beights operate TREAS- 


No problems. No hassles. 


The relaxed little island in the Bahamas just 45 minutes away. 


NEw Packaces | ¢= WALKERS nov 


INCLUDE: Stateside office: | ABACO,BAaHaMaS 
e Round trip airfare e Breakfast and 700 S.W. 34th St. Ft. Lauderdale, Fl 333 15 










from Ft. Lauderdale dinner each day 

e Accommodations e Dives and air fills Toll Free U.S.: (800) 327-3714 
CALL OR WRITE FOR DETAILS Toll Free Florida: (800) 432-2092 
(305) 522-1469 
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URE CAY DIVERS and are doing a fine 
job of providing courteous, reliable serv- 
ices to the resort’s guests. The boats in- 
clude a 31 foot Oceanmaster powered by 
a diesel engine. There is also a new 
deep-V, 30 foot Island Hopper, powered 
by a 3208 Caterpillar engine that allows 
the vessel a top speed of 22 knots. There 
are new aluminum tanks, new BC jackets 
and new regulators. 

Dive packages include air fare, but 
note they may be purchased with or with- 
out meals. The villas at Treasure Cay in- 
clude cooking facilities and there is a sur- 
prisingly complete grotery store in the 
small shopping plaza for those who wish 
to dine in their rooms. 

Probably the most requested dive near 
Treasure Cay is the Chub Rocks Wreck. 
Formerly erroneously labeled the wreck 
of the San Jacinto and supposedly run 
aground in 1865 while eluding Union 
gunboats during the Civil War, the wreck 
is of a much later vintage. The more prob- 
able history places it as a steam-powered 
freighter run aground in 1932 and blown 
apart as a hazard to navigation. Whatever 
the causes for the ship's demise, it has 
become a glorious artificial reef. 

The Catacombs is a close second 
place for favorite Treasure Cay dive sites. 
lt has caverns percolated with sunlight in 
depths no greater than 30 feet. The effect 
is almost cathedral-like. When glass min- 





with cable T.V., awaits you. 


3 DAYS / 2 NIGHTS 
FROM *339* 


DOUBLE OCCUPANCY 


a round trip air from Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 


nows are present, it can be spectacular. 

Marsh Harbour is the center of popula- 
tion for Great Abaco and, is in fact, the 
third largest city in the Bahamas. There 
are three dive operations serving the 
general area: DIVE ABACO, operated by 
long-time Bahamas dive veteran Skeet 
LaChance out of the Marsh Harbour Mari- 
na; DAVE GALE’S ISLAND MARINE in 
Hopetown; and a dive operation at the 
ELBOW CAY BEACH INN. Hopetown is a 
short ferryboat ride from Marsh Harbour. 
lt is picturesque and noted for its red and 
white candy-striped lighthouse. The El- 
bow Cay Club is just south of Hopetown. 

Representative samples of the diving to 
be found in the Marsh Harbour area in- 
clude primarily shallow to medium depth 
reefs such as Grouper Alley. |n 40 feet 
of water, it has high mounds of coral and 
swim-through canyons populated by 
tame groupers, angelfish, chubs, eels 
and an occasional shark. Tunnels is 
another grouper feeding station in 20 feet 
of water. It has caves filled with copper 
sweepers and seasonal accumulations of 
glass minnows. The Train Wreck is a 
pair of narrow gauge locomotives, some 
huge spoked wheels and miscellaneous 
wreckage scattered over several hun- 
dred square yards of bottom in 15 feet of 
water. It dates from the early 1900s. The 
wreck of the Adirondack is in 10 to 25 
feet of water with mostly just ribs and 


Discover the treasures of Treasu re Cay 
ABACO ISLAND 7 BAHAMAS 


Treasure Cay Divers, at Treasure Cay Beach Hotel and Villas, and Gulfstream Pacific Airways 
invite you to experience the ultimate dive and leisure vacation. 


In one hour, via Gulfstream Pacific Airways, you will be in beautiful Treasure Cay. 
We offer you the most complete, convenient dive resort. 


Suomerge yourself in turquoise waters and discover adventure. Come dive with 
us and explore our 120 miles of barrier reef. Dive the wreck of the San Jacinto, a 
union gun boat sunk in 1865 and see our two eels, hand fed by our instructors. 
Explore with us as we search for the seventeen lost Spanish galleons, sunk in a 
hurricane in 1595 off the coast of Treasure Cay. 


Our NAUI dive facility, with two custom dive boats, is complete with the newest 
and finest dive equipment, including Nikonos V camera rentals. Coming soon 
there will be a complete slide and photo processing lab for your convenience. 
Also available soon will be jet ski and zodiac rentals. 

Between dives, shop for souvenirs or relax On our 3% mile, white sand beach. 
Five fresh-water pools and complimentary sailing, tennis and golf are also 
available. Treasure Cay’s two restaurants, with nightly entertainment, offer the 
finest In Bahamian seafood and American specialties. 


At the end of a fantastic day, your harbour view or beach side room, complete 


8 DAYS / 7 NIGHTS 
FROM °689 * 


DOUBLE OCCUPANCY 








FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL COLLECT: 


scattered rubble still visible. It is of inter- 
est because of its 12 cannons. 


BIMINI 

Bimini lies closer to Florida (it’s only 42 
miles from Miami) than any other Baha- 
mas island. While access is easy via 
Chalk’s seaplanes; charter or commer- 
cial aircraft; or boat, a different world 
awaits on the eastern edge of the Gulf 
Stream. Diving here has become almost 
synonymous with NEAL WATSON’S BIM- 
IN| UNDERSEA ADVENTURES. Featuring 
dive/lodging packages with both 
BROWN’S HOTEL and the BIG GAME 
CLUB, Neal’s operation features a dock- 
side dive shop with compressors and 
rental gear, a small retail facility, helpful 
and qualified divemasters and two 40° 
foot deep-V diesel dive boats. 

Even from the air the deep blue of the 
Gulf Stream is evident. Once you experi- 
ence the strikingly crisp clarity of Bimini’s 
waters, Miami’s metropolis 42 miles to 
the west is forgotten. Here there is a 
spectacular wall dive done as a con- 
trolled drift to a depth of 120 feet: A ka- 
leidoscope of giant sponges, gorgoni- 
ans, black coral, pelagic fish such as am- 
berjack, eagle rays and tuna all merge in 
an effortless glide at three to five knots. 
There is the huge cement hulled derelict, 
the Sapona, sitting upright in only 15 feet 
of water. Its sides are perforated with 




























(305) 763-5665 


4050 S.W. 11th Terrace 
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 33315 
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south, Victory 


four miles long in depths ranging from 40 
to 90 feet. With sparkling visibility the 
norm and high concentrations of fish 
throughout the coral canyons, Victory 
Reef is worth the hour boat ride from the 
Bimini Undersea Adventures dock. 
Because it is so close to the Miami 
area, Bimini is a popular weekend get- 
away. However, those who wish to stay 
longer will never be bored b oh the ee ity 
and variety of aug DD : 





ANDROS ~ 
mas chain. Of special appeal to the div- 


reef in general features hard corals in the 
shallow areas, especially elkhorn, stag- 


slopes to an intermediate section in 60 to 
90 feet of water with dense coral clusters 
punctuated by seafans and gorgonians, 
as well as barrel and azure vase 
sponges. On the outside edge of the bar- 
rier reef there is a vertical drop-off, in 
some areas as shallow as 75 feet, but 
much deeper in other areas. The awe-in- 
spiring abyss of the Tongue of the Ocean 
is just offshore and eagle rays, jacks, tu- 
na, sea turtles and other pelagics fre- 
quently cruise the wall. 

There are just two dive operations to 
serve this mass of predominantly unex- 
plored reef; SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE 
near the settlement of Fresh Creek and 
ANDROS UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
near Nicholls Town. These two settle- 
ments are distant enough that the dive 
sites do not overlap and it is unlikely that 
another boat will ever intrude, a welcome 
change from some of the more aa 
traveled dive destinations. 


to Andros Undersea Adventures, and 
son. Since Neal’s dive operations include 


Andros, Bimini and Chub Cay, it is appro- 
priate to reflect on the similarities among 
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The ANDROS BEACH HOTEL is home. 


both are capably operated by Neal Wat- — 









enon of the operaiions Of course the 


destinations and host hotels are substan- 
tially different, but many elements are al-_ 


so the same. Neal will be personally in- 


_ volved to a great extent and the dive staff 
will be qualified boat handlers and scuba © 
instructors, adept at dealing with people 
‘in a resort setting. The boats will have 
_ deep-V hulls with diesel power and be set 


up with dive platforms, tank racks, VHF 


radios and safety equipment. The dive 


itineraries will be structured to maximize 


the amount of available time in the water, 


generally at least three dives per day and 
scheduled night dives. The dive destina- 
tion will be thoroughly researched by the 


_ divemasters so the best diving is present- 
1 ed. The compressors will be in good re- 
pair and have back-ups, and the ee 


equipment will be modern. 


_ The Andros Beach Hotel sits on four 
acres of landscaped ground with 400 feet 


of sandy beach. There are 10 rooms 
equipped with double beds and three 
cottages with two double beds. Addition- 
ally, there are several villas availabie. 
There is a freshwater swimming pool, a 
dive center and a grocery store nearby 
for snacks or food for villa residents. 
Small Hope Bay has been in business 
more than 26 years, making it the oldest 


dive operation in the Bahamas. Operated 
____by Dick and Rosie Birch, along with an 
ever-growing loyal extended family, 


Lying only 20 miles west of Nassau, : 
Andros is the largest island of the Baha- 


NORTHERN BAHAMAS 





@p Walker's Cay 
Pe 


Smali Hope Bay exudes a special cor- 
diality. lf has more of an intimate flavor 


than many of the larger resorts and more 


than 70 percent of its business is either 
repeat or word-of-mouth referrals. There 
are 20 cottages spread out around a 


main lodge that also serves as living 


room/dining room. A hot tub sits beside 
an expansive sandy beach, and board- 
sailers, Sunfish and a complete dive cen- 
ter comprise the watersports activities. 
The dive boats are outboard powered 
flattops and the dive sites are near and 


often spectacular. It was here that world 


famous underwater photographer David 
Doubilet took his first black and white un- 
derwater photographs. He was a skinny 
kid of 138, pumping tanks and doing odd 
jobs, all the time dreaming of marine en- 
counters and pictures he could take on 
his day off. 

Among my favorite dives in the Andros 
area is the wreck of the Potamac. |t was 
run aground in shallow water in 1952 and 
split into two sections 200 yards apart by 
the sea. Both sections are exposed at 
low tide, but the stern is deeper and bet- 
ter sheltered from surge. The most mem- 
orable features are the huge boilers, the 
resident nurse sharks, the unique 
clusters of coral encrusting the sides of 
the ship near the bow, the large schools 
of brown chromis and the proliferation of 


parrotfish. For wide angle photography, 
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‘In Andras, you'll get 
Superdiving,-and 
7~ no crowds’ 


ANDROS BEACH 3 pays 
Hotel & Villas NIGHTS 


as low as 


*395 


(p.p. dbl. occ.) 


8 DAYS 
NIGHTS 
as low aS 


*865 


(p.p. dbl. occ.) 
3 DIVES PEK DAY 
(2 on arr. & dep. days) 


INCLUDES: R/T Airfare 
e Ground Transfers e A/C 
Room e 3 Meals Daily 
e Room Taxes and Tips. 


ANDKOS 
UNDEKSEA 


ADVENTURES 
P.O. Box 21766 

Ft. Lauderdale 

FL 33335 
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140 miles of unexplored barrier reef - and not another 
dive boat in sight. Coral gardens, drop-offs, huge ship- 
wrecks, exotic blue-holes. 15 deluxe air-conditioned 
rooms, full-service restaurant and bar overlooking a 
fresh-water pool. Two custom-dive boats. The perfect 
alternative to the ‘follow the mob’ syndrome. 


Call or write for details! 


NEALWATSON'S 


UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 


TOLL FREE 
800-327-8150 
(305) 763-2188 
FLORIDA 





B AH A M A §S 
At Chub Cay - spend your days 


in the Tongue of the Ocean 
— your oe at the Club’ 


3 DAYS 
NIGHTS 
as low aS 


399 


(p.p. dbl. occ.) 


8 DAYS 
NIGHTS 
as low aS 


*975 


(p.p. dbl. occ.) 


3 DIVES PEK DAY 
(2 on arr. & dep. days) 
INCLUDES: R/T Airfare 
e Ground Transfers e A/C 
Room e Breakfast 


Chub Cay is one of the finest ‘total’ diving and fishing 
resorts in the world. Exotic coral falls into a deep- 
water trench forming miles of wall diving - a place 
where shallow and deep-water species mix for unsur- 
passed diving thrills. Come stay with us on our own 
special island. Self-contained, friendly, unique. 

E-6 Photo Lab on Premises. 


Call or write for details. 


NEALWATSON'S 


UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 


and Dinner Daily 
e Room Taxes and Tips. 


CHUB CAY 
UNDEKSEA 


ADVENTURES 
P. O. Box 21766 

Ft. Lauderdale 

FL 33335 


TOLL FREE 
800-327-8150 
(305) 763-2188 
FLORIDA 
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‘Dive the 
Bimini Wall, 
-and other 

legends’ 












Neal Watson, a 
modern dive legend | 
and owner of 
Undersea 
Adventures. 





Dive Moray Alley, the wreck of 
the ‘Sapona/, Victory Reef, 
The Atlantis Road, and drift 
along the ‘edge of the world, 
suspended in the crystal-blue 
water of the Gulfstream. At 
night, follow Hemingway's 
footsteps to the local pub. 





40’ CUSTOM-DIVE BOAT ‘SHARKBUSTER’ 


BIMINI eee 
3 day S 


2 nig Thts om >325 


per sei double (includes 7 dives) 


lal ede TS 


2 nights °° SOO 
2 nights ; 5 
per person, double (includes 7 dives) 


STANDARD 8 Days/7 Nights 
$725 per person, double 
(includes 22 dives) 
DELUXE 8 Days/7 Nights 
$975 per person, double 
(includes 22 dives) 

INCLUDES: Round-trip Airfare « Transfers to and 
from Airport e Air-conditioned accommodations « 
Deluxe: Gourmet Breakfast and Dinner Daily (MAP) 
e Free Tennis e Fresh-Water Pool e Standard: 3 Meals 
Daily « All Gratuities. 


For more information or 
reservations: Write or Call Today! 


rt 800-327-8150 
NEALWATSON'S 


UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 






BIMINI UNDEKSEA 
ADVENTURES 


P. O. Box 21766 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335 
Telephone (305) 763-2188 
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this wreck is extremely appealing. The 


Crater is an ocean blue hole perforated 


by caverns off the side and coral canyons 
and caverns nearby. The Barge dive is 
best noted for its pair of resident green 
moray eels and the Valley of the 
Sponges is a 120 foot drift dive during 
tidal shifts. Much of the barrier reef is 
very shallow and protected from surge, 
so not only are there challenging scuba 
dives, but beginning divers and snorkel- 
ers can be accommodated as well. 


BERRY ISLANDS 

The Berry Islands lie 19 miles to the 
east of Bimini and for the most part con- 
sist of undeveloped islands, cays and 
sandbars. Perched at the edge of the 
Tongue of the Ocean, however, and fa- 
mous among sportfishermen for more 
than 25 years, Chub Cay and the CHUB 
CAY CLUB are now bearing the fascinat- 
ed scrutiny of sport divers. 

The resort facilities include a self-gen- 
erated power and desalination plant; a 
massive marina with dockside dive shop; 
15 double occupancy rooms; a freshwa- 
ter swimming pool; photo center with 
classroom and E-6 processing machine; 
camera rentals; and both scuba and pho- 
to instruction available. CHUB CAY UN- 
DERSEA ADVENTURES is the third of 
Neal Watson’s Family Island dive cen- 
ters. Like the others, it is able to provide 
visiting divers with a variety of exciting 
dive options. 

The Chub Cay Wall starts in only 80 
feet of water and features startling clarity, 
black coral, barracuda, spider crabs and 
eagle rays as an almost daily occurrence. 
The Oasis is being groomed as a fish 
feeding station and already there are 
large Nassau and tiger groupers awaiting 
the daily fare. 

Canyons and Caves is probably my 
favorite mid-reef area. In only 20 to 40 
feet of water, with sand flats on the shal- 
low side and a mini-wall to seaward, is a 
fabulous natural aquarium with angelfish, 
triggerfish, barracuda, Atlantic spadefish, 
grouper, eels, various species of baitfish 
and an occasional nurse shark. Snorkel- 
ers will generally visit the area Known as 
Mama Rhoda Rock and wonder at the 
forest of untrampled elkhorn, the schools 
of grunts and the yellow trumpettfish. 


ELEUTHERA 

Forty miles to the east of Nassau and 
south of Abaco, Eleuthera is shaped like 
a boomerang and 100 miles long. There 
are four dive operators, three of which 
are Clustered at the north end of the is- 
lands, and WINDING BAY RESORT in 
southern Eleuthera. Winding Bay also 
features sailing, fishing, windsurfing and 
tennis. While not all Winding Bay guests 
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come specifically for the diving, there are 
several fine shallow to medium depth 
reefs and a complete dive facility with a 
28 foot dive boat to accommodate those 
who do. 

Guests destined for SPANISH WELLS, 
ROMORA BAY CLUB or VALENTINE’S 
YACHT CLUB AND INN will fly into the 
North Eleuthera airport and connect by 
taxi and ferryboat with the intended re- 
sort. Harbour Island is a lush, scenic is- 
land with a picturesque 1/th century set- 
tlement called Dunmore Town still flour- 


ishing today. Harbour Island was first col- 
onized by the Eleutherian Adventurers 
(Eleuthera derives from the Greek for 
freedom) seeking to escape religious 
persecution. They were shipwrecked on 
the Devil's Backbone, part of the reef 
system that provides so much tourist ac- 
tivity today. They brought their sense of 
New England architecture with them. The 
colonial flavor of the edifices is still ap- 
parent today, although the shocking 
pinks, yellows and turquoises were never 
envisioned at Plymouth Rock. There are 


BAHAMAS TOURIST OFFICES 


For further information on the Baha- 
mas, see your travel agent or the Baha- 
mas Tourist Office nearest you. 


CANADA 


MONTREAL 

1255 Phillips Square 
Montreal, Quebec H3B 3G1 
(514) 861-6797 


TORONTO 

85 Richmond Street West 
Toronto, Ontario M5H 2C9 
(416) 363-4441 


VANCOUVER 

470 Granville Street 

Vancouver, British Columbia V6C 1V5 
(604) 688-8334 


DENMARK 


COPENHAGEN 

10 Vester Sogade 

DK 1601 Copenhagen V 
(01) 154811 


ENGLAND 


LONDON 

23 Old Bond Street 
London W1X 4PQ 
01-629-5238 


FRANCE 


PARIS 

9, Boulevard de la Madeleine 
75001 Paris 

261-61 30, 261-60 20 


JAPAN 


TOKYO 

Room 102 Lord-Dom Sanbancho 
3-6-5 Sanbancho, Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo 102, Japan 
03-263-7634/7635 


WEST GERMANY 


FRANKFURT AM MAIN 

6000 Frankfurt am Main 

Poststrasse 2-4 
069/25 20 29 


UNITED STATES 


ATLANTA 

1950 Century Blvd., N.E., Suite 26 
Atlanta, Georgia 30345 

(404) 633-1793 


BOSTON 

1027 Statler Office Building 
Boston, Massachusetts 02116 
(617) 426-3144 


CHICAGO 

875 North Michigan Avenue 
Suite 1816 

Chicago, Illinois 60611 
(312) 787-8203 


DALLAS 

World Trade Centre 
Suite 186 

P.O. Box 581408 
Dallas, Texas 75258 
(214) 742-1886 


DETROIT 

26400 Lahser Road 

Suite 112A 

Southfield, Michigan 48034 
(313) 357-2940 


HOUSTON 

5177 Richmond Avenue, Suite 755 
Houston, Texas 77056 

(713) 626-1566 


LOS ANGELES 
3450 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 208 
Los Angeles, California 90010 
(213) 385-0033 


MIAMI 

255 Alhambra Circle, Suite 425 
Coral Gables, Florida 33134 
(305) 442-4860 


NEW YORK 

10 Columbus Circle, Suite 1660 
New York, New York 10019 
(212) 757-1611 


PHILADELPHIA 

Lafayette Building 

437 Chestnut Street, Room 216 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19106 
(215) 925-087 1 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 

1730 Rhode Island Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

(202) 659-9135 





TAKE A FANTASY TRIP ON THE ONLY “STATE OF 
ART” LIVE ABOARD, DIVE RESORT 


99 


i 


LLAMA hiner 


—=/"“aauuuluuee 5 


ISLAND FAaNtTacy 


Gn nT OUP LEP OOEEE AL L ELEY LIEBE Ad baie Abd Ssitpeiesantbbee 


FANTASIZE! FANTASIZE! 
Dolphins, Whales, Wrecks, ALL DAY - ‘ Wind Surfing, Sunning, Dancing, Sipping 


a ad 


FANTASIZE! Lobster, Prime Rib, Conch, Straw- 4 ited, Ci FANTASIZE! Piped in music, Central air 24 hrs., 
berries, Pineapple Your own head/shower, Velour blankets, Privacy 


Only $799.00 per per person quad occ. 
Group rates available 


TOLL FREE 1-800-848-7632 _W¢ staff our phones 


24 hours a day 


IN FL 1-305-848-7632 ssi cbout speciat air fare 


Island Fantasy Cruises, 301 E. Blue Heron Blvd., Riviera Beach, FL 33404 
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eight hotels on Harbour Island, mostly 20 
to 30 room establishments. Of these, 
both the Romora Bay Club and Valen- 
tine’s have attracted a loyal repeat follow- 
ing among the dive community. 

The Romora Bay Club consists of 30 
double units scattered over a nine acre 
estate. At one time it was a citrus planta- 
tion and there are still orange trees on the 
hillsides. Accommodations take the form 
of cottages and two bedroom suites, with 
meals and drinks taken in the main 
house. There is a bar and shaded veran- 
da overlooking the ocean, especially ap- 
propriate for watching sunsets over a 
goombay smash and a bowl of compli- 
mentary popcorn. Both Romora Bay and 
Valentine's function more as resorts— 
featuring watersports and dive pack- 
ages—as compared to dive resorts. The 
emphasis is on a complete vacation am- 
biance appropriate for honeymooners, 
general relaxation and, of course, divers. 
The dive groups are small and there is a 
definite personalized aspect to the ser- 
vice. For example, dive operations man- 
ager Jef Fox at Romora Bay limits the 
passenger load on his two 30 foot diesel 
vessels to only 10 divers. He then works 
with them so they are aware of the variety 
of available dives and seeks to tailor the 
itinerary to their desires. Divers tend to 
make two boat dives per day and only an 
occasional night dive. That leaves plenty 
of time to explore Dunmore Town and the 
island; try out the windsurfers or 28 foot 
daysailer; relax in the hot tub; or just 
lounge in the hammocks. 

Valentine’s Yacht Club and Inn is on 
the water’s edge. Since my visit just a 
year ago, there is an impressive new ma- 
rina and dockside lounge. Since last May 
all 23 rooms have been renovated by the 
new owner. But, the charm of the proper- 
ty remains. There is a freshwater swim- 
ming pool, spa, tennis courts, restaurant 


and lounge, and a high quality dive oper- 
ation dockside. 

VALENTINE’S DIVE CENTER operates 
a stable and dry 36 foot Thompson trawl- 
er, powered by a diesel engine, as their 
primary dive boat. Set up with freshwater 
shower and head, stereo, tank racks and 
dive platform, the Double Trouble is com- 
fortable both underway and at anchor. 
According to dive manager Jeff Parrish, 
groups of up to 20 can be handled com- 
fortably but the average charter is more 
like 12 divers. In addition, there is a 26 
foot gasoline powered boat suitable for 
six to eight divers. The dive center is very 
active with both resort course and full 
scuba certifications. It has a fairly com- 
plete retail area with a wide selection of 
T-shirts, resort wear, camera rentals, 
scuba gear rental, magazines and post- 
cards, sunglasses, dive knives, etc. 

Some of the top Harbour Island dive 
sites include the Plateau, a sandy bottom 
in 80 feet of water with immense high 
profile spurs of hard corals rising to with- 
in 30 feet of the surface. Schools of 
grunts, jacks, goatfish, chubs and, occa- 
sionally a turtle, share this prolific reef 
with angelfish and relatively tame group- 
ers, both Nassau and tiger. The Plateau 
is a huge area and we dove it several 
times without feeling any sense of repeti- 
tion. The Arch is part of a larger reef 
complex known as Miller’s Reef and 
takes the form of a slope from 60 to 120 
feet with a massive coral archway at 110 
feet. Eagle rays are sometimes seen in 
underwater acrobatics through the arch- 
way. Chromis, schools of jack, an occa- 
sional bull shark and, in the summer, mil- 
lions of baitfish, are also evident. Shallow 
dives such as the Sea Gardens with its 
forest of elkhorn in 10 to 35 feet of water 
and the White Hole, a sand amphithe- 
ater surrounded by elkhorn, pillar, star, 
brain and staghorn corals in 35 to 55 feet, 
are traditional Harbour Island favorites. 

Spanish Wells is the home of two re- 
sorts operating under the same manage- 
ment, the HARBOUR CLUB and the 
SPANISH WELLS BEACH RESORT. Both 
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cater to the traveling diver and the scuba 
facilities and boats are shared by each. 
Spanish Wells consists of 22 hotel rooms 
and seven cottages, a restaurant and 
lounge, dive shop, darkroom facility and 
classroom, all built alongside a powder 
white sand beach lined with casuarina 
pines. The Harbour Club features 13 ho- 
tel rooms and four one bedroom apart- 
ments, as well as a restaurant and two 
bars. The dive boats are two 34 foot flat- 
tops and a 22 foot Aquasport for small 
groups. A 28 foot Bertram is used for 
both diving and sportfishing as demand 
requires. The fleet is moored just across 
the street from the Harbour Club and 
guests at the Spanish Wells Beach Re- 
sort are transported to dockside by bus. 

The reef structure known as the Dev- 
il’s Backbone is on the windward side of 
Spanish Wells and is dived with greater 
frequency during the summer than the 
winter. These sites are just a short ride 
from the dock and feature not only beau- 
tiful coral formations, but the legendary 
Train Wreck. |t is supposedly the re- 
mains of a train stolen by the Confeder- 
ates during the Civil War to be sold to Cu- 
ba to fund the insurrection. It sank when 
its barge foundered just ten minutes from 
the dock. The huge wheels sit upright and 
groupers, angelfish and triggerfish beg 
for handouts. 

Possibly the most frequently requested 
dive in Eleuthera is the Current Cut. 
Strong currents are generated as the 
tides funnel through a narrow pass sepa- 
rating two islands. The current can run at 
6 to 10 knots and divers drift through the 
cut at depths from 30 to 60 feet, maneu- 
vering with fins and going with the flow. 
Each pass takes about 10 minutes and 
may be repeated up to three times in a 
normal session. The thrill of the ride is 
compounded by the rich marine life pass- 
ing by, including eagle rays, sharks, 
jacks, barracuda and angeifish. The dive 
is very safe and controlled. 

A comprehensive listing of the Spanish 
Wells dive sites is impossible in this short 
space. Suffice it to say that they are di- 








verse, interesting and ever-expanding as 
the dive staff explores new areas. 


EXUMA 

The Exuma cays form an archipelago 
that begins 30 miles to the southeast of 
Nassau and curves slightly for 130 miles. 
Great and Little Exuma constitute the 
mainland, and are referred to as the Exu- 
mas. George Town, on Great Exuma, is 
the largest settlement and offers an inter- 
national airport, a number of fine hotels 
and guest houses, a harbor and marina, 
a lovely beach, several restaurants and a 
few shops. The diving services for the is- 
land are provided by long-time resident 
Wendel McGregor of EXUMA DIVERS 


and EXUMA AQUATICS, managed by 


Don Morrison. 

Exuma Divers operates from a small 
shop across the street from the PEACE 
AND PLENTY HOTEL and utilizes a 38 
foot houseboat powered by an inboard/ 
outboard and a 24 foot outboard. The 
guests of Exuma Divers are frequently on 
a dive package with the Peace and Plenty 
Hotel, but, of course, walk-in traffic is al- 
so accommodated. 

Exuma Aquatics is on the water directly 
across the street from the PIECES OF 
EIGHT HOTEL. They work with all of the 
hotels on the island, but primarily pack- 
age trips with the Pieces of Eight and its 
sister hotel, the OUT ISLAND INN. Both 
hotels have the same ownership, but are 
uniquely separate properties. Pieces of 
Eight has 33 double air-conditioned 
rooms, a freshwater swimming pool, res- 
taurant and lounge. It sits on a hillside 
overlooking the ocean. The Out Island Inn 
is on a postcard perfect beach with 88 
air-conditioned double rooms, a restau- 
rant and lounge, tennis courts, motor bike 
rentals, watersports activities and tropical 
landscaping. Only a short walk separates 
the two hotels and the central location of 
Exuma Aquatics provides service to the 
guests from each. 

Exuma Aquatics has a surprisingly 
large retail area complete with T-shirts, 
dive gear and miscellaneous resort wear. 
There is a classroom, guest gear storage 
area, air fill station and a very complete 
darkroom with not only E-6 sinkline, but 
custom Cibachrome printing. Don 
Morrison was involved as a divemaster 
and photo assistant for several years in 
San Salvador and his experience Is 
clearly evident in Exuma Aquatic’s spa- 
cious, modern facility. Guests may rent 
underwater cameras and accessories, or 
enroll in one day, two day or full week un- 
derwater photo specialty courses. Exuma 
Aquatics is a factory authorized repair fa- 
cility for both Helix and Ikelite. Their boats 
include one 34 foot flattop powered by 
twin 150 hp outboards, a 24 foot diesel 
powered inboard and a 30 foot deep-V 
custom sportfisherman powered by two 
massive 275 hp outboards. 

The dive sites around Great Exuma are 


generally in the 30 to 50 foot range with 
coral ledges populated by snappers, 
grunts, goatfish, groupers, lobster and 
angelfish (especially French and gray an- 
gels). Large southern rays are frequently 
sighted at Singray Reef, and nurse 
sharks, conch and lobster populate Duck 
Cay. Some of the dive sites, such as 
Black Rocks are deeper, about 90 feet 
to the sand with coral heads rising to 
within 45 feet of the surface. Black coral 
is much in evidence there, as are group- 
er, nurse sharks and a wide variety of 
reef fish. 

The ocean biue holes are an unusual 
feature of the Exuma dive profile. Angel- 
fish Blue Hole is the most famous, prob- 


ably owing to the two dozen hand-fed 
French angels that cruise around the 
opening. The siphon action of the blue 
hole moves lots of nutrients, consequent- 
ly there are lots of fish in the vicinity. A 
large green moray lives in the surrouna- 
ing rocks and there are squirrelfish tame 
enough to settle into the palm of a hand. 
Barracuda, hogfish and an eagle ray 
were also present on our dive. 


SAN SALVADOR 
At the time of this writing, the RIDING 
ROCK INN on San Salvador is in the final 
Stages of preparations for its grand re- 
opening. This is long-awaited news to the 


EXUMA AQUATICS 


EXUMA AQURTICS C and Photo Center 


oy id | XO) en 0) od (670 0B | 
“Your Diving Headquarters In The Exumas” 


Weekly dive packages © Daily and ‘4 day dive trips 


e Instruction ° Sales © Rentals © Service © Repairs @ Air 


PIECES OF EIGHT HOTEL 


Special Super Saver Dive Package 


Includes: 
@ 6-2 tank a.m. dives 
® Unlimited beach diving 


@ Tanks, backpacks, weights, belt 
@ 7 nights room (air-conditioned) 


1 Week rom $430°° 


@ 7 days breakfast 

@ Welcome drink in Pirate’s Den 
@ Windsurfers, sunfish 

® Ferry to Stocking Island 


Call or write: 


Exuma Aquatics (809) 336-2672 
Pieces of Eight (809) 336-2600; 2601 


In U.S. 800-523-0087 © In FL 800-826-1816 
P.O. Box 49, George Town, Exuma, Bahamas 
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P.O. BOX F-4166 


WHO SAYS YOU DON’T HAVE A CHOICE 
OF DIVE SHOPS IN FREEPORT! 

Make your visit to Freeport, Grand Bahama a memorable one!! 

NICK ROLLE Dive with the best NAUI & CMAS 

Owner not the largest Certified 








LET EXPERIENCE 
BE YOUR GUIDE 
P.O. Box 110, Georgetown, Great Exuma, Bahamas 
809-336-2710 = 800-327-0787 
EXUMA DIVERS 


¢ 4 nights/5 days accommodations includes ¢ 6 dives (reef, wall, blue hole, 
night & cave) © Tank & weight « Welcome drink. Starting from $206 per 





© Water House Designs 


San Salvador, Bahamas 


YOU KNOW I’VE MISSED YOU SO. But now that the Riding Rock Inn on 
San Salvador has reopened we can be together just like before. It’s been so 
lonely for me without you. Sure, I’ve had these years of flat calm seas, 150 
_ foot visibility, magnificent coral reefs populated by the richest fish populations 
in the Bahamas, shipwrecks to explore, vertical walls that 
start in only 35 feet of water, and sponge life with 
colors so vibrant | often wish I had ears so | 
could wear sunglasses. But without you it’s 
all so meaningless. 
Now that the Riding Rock Inn has 
reopened with 24 air conditioned 
rooms, a fresh water pool, restaurant 
and lounge, tennis courts, 
three magnificent new dive 
boats, dockside U/W photo 
lab and dive center, and an 
efficient and dedicated 
staff to serve you; there 
is no more excuse. If | 
mean as much to 
you as you do to me, 
you'll call. I'll be waiting. 
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1-800-272-1492 


Florida and Canada Call 


1-305-761-1492 


701 S.W. 48th Street, Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 33315 
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thousands of divers who had come to ap- 
-preciate the quality of diving here in the 
past and mourned the closing of the Inn. 
- Well, now Riding Rock is open under new 
management and veteran San Salvador 
divemaster Al Zamrok has returned as 
manager for the dive and marina opera- 
tions. The diving is as good, if not better 
| than ever after the three year respite from 
divers. I’m sure the pet groupers still re- 


member that Snapshot Reef is the place 
for the handouts. 

The advantages to the Riding Rock Inn 
had to do with the convenience factors of 
the dive shop and photo center being 
dockside and the dive sites within 15 min- 
utes of the dock on the lee side of the is- 
land. The venerable flattops of the old 
days have been replaced with a 30 foot 
diesel powered Island Hopper and a 32 
foot Stevens deep-V diesel. These boats 
are equipped with platforms, ladders, 
tank racks, etc. | 

The hotel has 24 air-conditioned 
rooms, a freshwater swimming pool, 10 
villas, a restaurant and lounge, and an 
asphalt tennis court (with tennis rackets 
provided as a courtesy). 

Just a look through the pages of SKIN 
DIVER Magazine in the late 1970s will 
show you the photographic potential of 
the place. Large tame groupers; wall 
dives that start at 40 feet; tremendous 
fish life and spectacular visibility; the boil- 
ers and resident green moray at the 
wreck of the Frascate, the cooperative 
spotted morays; and endless macro sub- 
jects. Welcome back San Salvador. 


LONG ISLAND 
More than 90 miles in length and some 


400 square miles in area, Long Island is 


about 26 miles to the east of George 
Town. In the world of diving, the STELLA 
MARIS INN is better known than the is- 
land and that is partially owing to the 
fame of Shark Reef. Daily excursions 
are taken to this magic bit of reef in 30 
feet of water, where the sharks are classi- 
cally conditioned to appear at the sound 
of the dive boat. Divers get to view the 
majestic beauty of sharks up close in a 
safe, controlled environment. For under- 
water photography and general diving 
thrills, Shark Reef is hard to equal. 

But, Stella Maris is much more than 
just Shark Reef. It offers some of the best 
diving potential in the southern Bahamas. 
The hotel occupies 15 acres on a hilltop 
and is a portion of a 3,000 acre estate. 
Accommodations are in hotel rooms, one 
bedroom cottages, townhouses, plus 12 
two bedroom villas with cooking facilities. 
Meals may be taken in the restaurant or 


-self-catered. There is a lounge, three 


freshwater swimming pools, a magnifi- 
cent beach and a separate dive shop and 
marina complex to which guests are 
shuttled in the diver transport vehicle. 

But the big news this year at Stella 
Maris is that the So/ Mar Ii! is finished. Un- 
der construction for eight years, the So/ 
Mar iil is a 65 foot long deep-V live- 
aboard dive boat. Powered by twin 671 
GM diesels, it creates an exceptional dive 
platform at anchor and will cruise at 15 
knots in comfort to open up a much 
broader Stella Maris diving vista. 

The reefs close to the resort are quite 
exceptional, not only Shark Reef, but a 


whole range of interesting sites along the 


lee side of the island. These include Bar- 





racuda Héads, with its predictable 
schools of horse-eye jacks and Grouper 
Valley in 80 feet of water. There is also 
the new shipwreck, the Comberbach, 
sunk intentionally and sitting upright in 90 
feet of water. It has tame groupers swim- 
ming through its intact wheelhouse and a 
shattered bus sitting in its forward hold. 
With the potential of a one or two night 
excursion on the Sol Mar, the virtually un- 
dived walls of Conception Island are ac- 
cessible. Beginning in 40 feet of water 
and dropping away to 6,000 feet, these 
walls apparently offer world-class diving. 
| haven't been there yet, but it’s definitely 
a trip | intend to make. 


RUM CAY 

Rum Cay features a unique dive resort, 
the RUM CAY CLUB. Accommodations 
consist of three large beachfront build- 
ings with four double rooms in each and 
two cottages (14 rooms in all). The cen- 
tral bar and lounge with its hot tub, televi- 
sion and video cassette library, video 
games and boutique is on a bluff over- 
looking the Atlantic Ocean. Nearby are 
the kitchen and dining facilities and a 
very complete U/W photo lab including 
an automatic E-6 processing machine. 

The Rum Cay Club has developed 
tastefully and offers a pleasant ambiance 


BAHAMAS DIVE 
BOATS 


Blackbeard’s Cruises 
Sea Explorer, 65' 
Morning Star, 65’ 
Pirate’s Lady, 65’ 

Bruce and Peggy Purdy 
P.O. Box 661091 

Miami Springs, FL 33266 
(800) 327-9600 

(305) 888-1226 


Sea Fever Diving Cruises 
Sea Fever, 90’ 

Captain Tom Guarino 

P.O. Box 144816 

Coral Gables, FL 33114-4816 
(305) 531-DIVE 


Bottom Time Adventures 
Bottom Time, 65’ 
Bottom Time I/, 80’ 


Captain A.J. Bland 

P.O. Box 11919 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33339-1919 
(305) 561-0111 


Out Island Oceanic 

Sea Dragon, 65' 

Captain Dan Doyle 

2200 S. Andrews Ave. 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316 
(305) 522-0161 


Island Fantasy, 90’ 
Captain Frank Hammett 
301 E. Blue Heron Blvd. 
Rivera Beach, FL 33404 
(305) 848-7632 


Sea Aggressor, 95’ 

c/o Sea and See Travel 

680 Beach Street, Suite 340, Wharfside 
San Francisco, CA 94109 

(800) DIV-XPRT 









The 
place 
is far 
out... 
the 
price 
is not! 


What would you expect to 
pay for a full week of out- 
standing diving pleasure, of 
enjoying the amenities of a 
beautiful island resort hotel, 
being pampered by the 
friendliest of island people... 
with every moment of your 
stay, offering a host of ac- 
tivities and entertainment ... 
being whisked away, and 
back, to the Florida East 
Coast? As little as $714? 

Hold it! It's getting better yet! 

Would you believe, that if 
you chose a Saturday-to- 
Saturday flight package 
week, and if you brought 
your spouse or a friend 
along, wed actually pick up 
your room charges? Un- 
heard of? Now, you'd pay 
only $575! But wait and 
check this. 

Could you further imag- 
ine, that we'd even be pre- 
pared to pick up your drink 
tab ... if you mailed us the 
completed coupon below, 
within 8 weeks from now ... 
telling us about your visit? 

FAR OUT? You bet! In fact, 
after checking our entire '86 
package program, you'll find 
that you just can’t afford not 
to make STELLA MARIS 
your next island-dive-outing 
...where the hotel is first class 
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... and the diving is WORLD 
class ... where in a week, 
youll probably go “under” 
some 25 times... at the most 
beautiful reefs and walls, 
where fish is so plentiful, 
you'll have trouble keeping 
your camera lense free ... 
where diving is so easy, in the 
clearest, warmest and calm- 
est of waters, year-round ... 
where you'll be cruising to 
yet “outer” islands, such as 
legendary “Conception Is- 
land” and quaint “Rum Cay’, 
to combine cruising adven- 
ture with truly virgin under- 
water exploring... where your 
every next dive can be so dif- 
ferent from the last. 

You'll see historic wrecks 
(Ocean Conqueror, South- 
ampton) and dive right 
through our modern-time 
steel freighter at the Santa 
Maria’s Ship's Grave Yard ... 
where at one moment you 
feed tame grouper, and at 
the next, watch us feed our 
own tame sharks! ... where 
youll be taken out daytime 
and night ... and even over- 
night! 

This is where you'll also 
enjoy FREE welcome drinks, 
daily sailing, snorkeling, ten- 
nis, twice-weekly boat 
cruises (for non-divers) 


LANDS, BAHAMAS 




















weekly cave party, rum 
punch party, nightclub tours, 
underwater movie & slide 
shows, disco, and daily re- 
peated courtesy round-trip 
transfers between all points 
of Stella Maris “action”, as 
our 8 beaches, in addition to 
3 swimming pools, the Gen- 
eral & Liquor Store, Conchy’s 
Drink/Food Place, Salty’s 
Harbour Pub, and the Tennis 
Club. 

Come to STELLA MARIS 
...an outstandingly beautiful 
resort ... with air conditioned 
comfort in rooms, apart- 
ments, townhouses and vil- 
las, with 1 and multiple bed- 
rooms; with excellent cui- 
sine, and a relaxed island 
atmosphere. With its own air- 
field, yacht club, and fleet of 
a dozen all-purpose and dive 
boats. And its “Queen of the 
Fleet” 65’ very special day/ 
over-night dive cruiser “SOL- 
MAR III”. 

Lovely Long Island, with the 
best of vacation and diving cli- 
mates, is not just a diving 
place ... but a diving WORLD, 
which you'll share with only 60 
to 100 other visitors! 

Complete the coupon, 
and plan to visit STELLA 
MARIS, the far out place, 
where the price is not! 


I/we would like to visit Stella Maris during the tentative/firm dates of 


I/we would like to receive hotel information material. 


For reservations, see your travel agent or call toll free U.S. & Canada 800-327-0787, Miami 443-3821, 
Ft. Lauderdale Sales Office 467-0466, direct 809-336-2106. Write: Stella Maris Inn, P.O. Box SM-105, 


Long Island, Bahamas. 


NAME 


ADDRESS 
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Cruise the Bahamas aboard 
the largest, fastest and 
most luxurious U.S. Dive- 
boat “The Sea Fever” with 
Captain Tom Guarino. 


5 days & 4 nights in 90 feet 
of air conditioned comfort. 












SEA FEUEN 


CATCH IT NOW! 
(305) 531-DIVE 




















Sea Fever Diving Cruises 
P.O. Box 39-8276 
Miami Beach, FL 33139 
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DIVE AWAY 
ON RUM CAY 


Unsurpassed 
world-class diving 
on a truly tranquil 
Bahamian island. 
Beautiful reefs, 
abundant marine 
life and the 120- 
year-old ship- 
wreck H.MLS. 
Conqueror add up 
to spectacular offshore diving. 
The Rum Cay Club is small and 
charming...caters 
to divers, Full ser- 
vice dive shop, 





RUM CAY 
Club 


UNSPOILED JEWEL OF THE BAHAMAS 
P.O. Box 22396 ¢ Fort Lauderdale, FL 33335 ¢ Call Collect: (305) 467-8355 


and excellent dive opportunities. The 
boats are a pair of 34 foot flattops. The 
dive operations are now under the direc- 
tion of Brian and Cyndi Willy. The advan- 
tages to diving at Rum Cay derive from 
the fascinating underwater reef struc- 
tures, rich fish life and the fact that Rum 
Cay Club is on the lee side of the island 
in the winter. During the summer the pre- 
vailing winds are light and have a wel- 
come, cooling effect. 

There are 30 mooring buoys marking 
Rum Cay dive sites. Among them Snow- 
fields stands out as one of the best, with 
a brilliant, snowy white sand bottom sur- 
rounded by a collection of small coral 
heads harboring densely prolific and 
unique macro subjects. The wall dives 
begin at 60 to 70 feet. There are fish 


DIVE THE EXUMA CAYS 
65° CUSTOM DIVE BOAT 


—Unlimited Diving —Air, Tanks, Weights 
—Wall Dives —Excellent Food 







—Drift Dives —4 Private Double Cabins 
—Night Dives Rio ieiapag 2 ce 7 
R/ V SEA DRAGON Ft. Lauder, Fla 33316 
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equipment rent- 
als, specialty dive 
boats and profes- 
sional darkroom 
for overnight 
color film pro- 
cessing. 

For non-divers 
... Sport fishing, 
sailing and miles 
of secluded beaches. Excellent food, 
accommodations and camaraderie. 

For information 
and reservations, call 
or write: 











circle #161 on Reader Service Card 


88 skin DIVER MAY 1986 


feeding stations at many of the reefs in 
the 20 to 30 foot range. 


CROOKED ISLAND 

Near the southern end of the Bahamas 
chain lies Crooked Island. There is a 
small grass runway and no commercial 
flights, but if you can get there, PITTS- 
TOWN POINT LANDINGS offers a small 
beach hotel with just 12 rooms, a dining 
room and a lounge. There is diving avail- 
able from the 19 foot outboard skiffs that 
comprise the dive fleet and good snorkel- 
ing just offshore. 


LIVE-ABOARD DIVE BOATS 

The fleet of dive boats touring the Ba- 
hamas from bases along the Florida 
coast and within the Bahamas is likely to 
be among the most sophisticated in the 
world. Several of the vessels are million 
dollar floating resorts with air-condition- 
ing, private staterooms with en suite 
showers, gourmet dining and video cas- 
settes. Others are slightly more utilitarian 
with semi-private accommodations and 
less plush interiors. Each will be set up 
specifically to cater to the needs of the 
active diver with platforms and ladders at 
the stern, tank racks, guest gear storage, 
compressors and chase boats. Each will 
be crewed by a staff skilled in boat han- 
dling, navigation to the best of the dive 
spots and general operations. Some of 
the vessels will be power and some will 
be sail. The range and itineraries will vary 
from boat to boat, but for those wishing 
to maximize their in-water time, the live- 
aboard boat is a very viable alternative. 

BLACKBEARD'S CRUISES, operated 
by Bruce and Peggy Purdy, operates 
from the port of Miami with three 65 foot 
sailboats. The Morning Star, Sea Explor- 
er and Firate's Lady are fiberglass single- 
masted sloops with auxillary diesel pow- 
er. The crew of eight for each ship con- 
ducts seven day, six night trios with am- 
ple time devoted to both sailing and div- 
ing. The average cruise might visit Bimini, 
the Berry Islands, Freeport and West End 
on Grand Bahama. This season they 
have begun an extended cruise program 
as far as Nassau. 

The M/V ISLAND FANTASY is a 90 
foot mini-cruise ship operating out of Rivi- 
era Beach, FL. She is a deluxe vessel 
with eight double staterooms, twin 871 
GM diesels, full electric power with 24 
hour air-conditioning, 30 cfm compres- 
sor, freshwater maker, Loran, radar, 
sportfishing equipment, three color televi- 
sions with VCRs, and a fully equipped, 
modern galley. Captains Frank and Dee 
Hammett and Tom Wormack pilot the 
ship on a fascinating Bahamas cruise that 
includes encounters with wild dolphins, 
wall dives, shallow reef dives and night 
dives. Gourmet cuisine is a part of the 
Fantasy experience on this luxurious ves- 
sel that can accommodate 16 passen- 
gers as doubles, and up to 32 as quads. 

The SEA FEVER, operated by Captain 











Tom Guarino, departs Miami Beach for 
five day cruises to Bimini, Cay Sal, the 
Berry Islands, Jolter Cays and Victory 
Reef. Since these areas are so far dis- 
tant, a single cruise couldn’t visit them all, 
but several of the best of these Bahamas 
favorites will be included. The 20 knot 
cruising speed of the Sea Fever makes 
the crossing a pleasure and extends the 
potential range. The vessel has an alumi- 
num hull for safety and speed and the 
boat has been completely renovated with 
the diver in mind. There is air-condition- 
ing, two generators, two compressors, 
2,000 gallons of fresh water, stereo and 
a logically configured tank rack and gear 
storage area adjacent to the spacious 
dive platform and ladders. Twenty-two 
divers may be berthed in three double 
cabins and a four, five and six passenger 
cabin. The quality of the cruise is en- 
hanced by Captain Guarino’s love of div- 
ing and affable personality. 

The BOTTOM TIME is a 65 foot custom 
dive boat operating out of Ft. Lauderdale 
for groups of 12-17 divers. She will soon 
be joined by the BOTTOM TIME ll, a 
unique vessel incorporating an all alumi- 
num catamaran hull to minimize the roll- 
ing motions often associated with mono- 


hulls. The Bottom Time I! will be 80 feet . 


long with a 30 foot beam. Her insulated 
decks will ensure quiet cruising; twin 800 
horsepower Rolls Royce diesels will en- 
sure speed. Numerous creature comforts 
include two water makers, color televi- 
sions with VCRs, air-conditioning, air 
compressors, complete E-6 processing 
and three water entry stations. Captain 
A.J. Bland prefers to visit the more re- 
mote areas of the Berry Islands and the 
Exumas, but the actual itinerary of the 
cruise is influenced by guests’ interests. 

The SEA AGGRESSOR departs West 
Palm Beach for tours that feature a wild 
dolphin encounter and a variety of other 
diving within their unlimited dive pack- 
age. The vessel is 95 feet long, air-condi- 
tioned and superbly outfitted to suit the 
diver. She has a dual compressor sys- 
tem, 40 aluminum 80 tanks, on deck 
head and E-6 processing lab. Her double 
and single berth staterooms can accom- 
modate 21 people. 

Other live-aboard boats include the 
SHARK and BAREFOOT ISLAND SAIL- 
ING CRUISES from Miami, and the R/V 
SEA DRAGON, departing Nassau for the 
Exuma Cays. 

For further information regarding Baha- 
mas dive packages, please contact the 
individual resort or dive operator, or in- 
quire at the Bahamas Office of Sports In- 
formaton at 255 Alhambra Circle, Suite 
415, Coral Gables, Florida 33134. Phone 
(800) 32-SPORT or (805) 442-4867. The 
Bahamas has also installed a toll free res- 
ervation service to make it easier to book 
hotel rooms throughout the islands. By di- 
aling Bahamas Reservation Service at 
(800) 327-0787, information regarding 
transportation, travel documents, etc., 
may also be obtained. ~ 











“Wo Rock h Roll”) 


~ (MOTION, THAT IS) 


ABOARD 


BOTTOM TIME II 
OUR NEW HIGH-TECH 
CATAMARAN 


See us at DEMA booth 1307 


@ ULTRA STABLE @ TWO DIVE PLATFORMS @ HIGH SPEED 24K+ @ GOURMET CHEF 
@ TWO PERSON CABINS @ FULL AIR-CONDITIONING @ FILM LAB © PROFESSIONAL CREW 


CONTACT: BOTTOM TIME ADVENTURES, P.O. Box 11919 
FT. Selnabectsrc hemes FLORIDA 33339; (305) paaf siralth ws -F 9- 5) 
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GO 1ST CLASS 
TO THE BAHAMAS! 


SEA AGGRESSOR Book Your Fall 1986 Trip Now! 


Venture into the depths and discover the 
wonders of the Bahamas! Dive exotic loca- 
tions from Memory Rock to Highborne Cay, 
and do it in style aboard the air- conditioned 
luxury dive-cruiser SEA AGGRESSOR. We'll 
treat you as an honored guest aboard our 95’ 
vessel and show you a fun-filled holiday you 
will long remember! Cruisers originate from W. 
Palm Beach, Freeport and Nassau. Six day 
charters for groups or individuals, seminars 
and research trips are available also. Extend- 
ed cruises and special holiday charters can be 
scheduled in advance. 
















Each dive trip features magnificent wall div- 
ing, wrecks, colorful marine life and incredible 
reefs for unbelievable photo opportunities! Re- 
lax in Our Spacious salon or on the 700 sq. ft. 
carpeted sun deck. Come spend your next 
dive vacation with us and see why we think it’s 
better in the Bahamas! Call our ship’s office to- 
day and plan your next trip aboard the SEA 
AGGRESSOR. We are all new for 1986—new 
ownership and new management. Check your. 
gear, get your dive buddy and book your dive 
trip with the SEA AGGRESSOR now! Call 703- 
437-6182! 





















¢ Twin compressors, onboard 
providing unlimited free air. 
* Individual, on deck dive lockers. 


° Magnificent 700 sq. ft. Sun Deck. 
¢ On deck fresh water shower and 
on deck head. 


FOR RESERVATIONS AND CRUISE SCHEDULES CALL: 


SeER Sea SEA AGGRESSOR 


TRAVEL SERVICE, INC. 
el er om = n —_ a) 
11250 Roger Bacon Dr., Bldg. 4 


Reston, VA 22090 
(415) 771-0077 (713) 420-3270 
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¢ Swim platform and ladder for 
easy access for water entry. 
¢ On board E-6 film lab. 








680 Beach St./Suite 340/Wharfside r 
® — San Francisco, California 94109 
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Go Family Island hopping 
with a member of the family. 


Bahamasair wants you to come meet the entire family — 
all twenty of our beautiful Family Islands. 


There’s Eleuthera, The Abacos, The Exumas, Andros and seventeen other exotic destinations 
waiting for you. And we’re the only airline that flies to all of them. Of course we also fly our 
737’s to Nassau and Freeport from New York, Miami, Ft. Lauderdale, Tampa, Orlando, and 
Atlanta. So whether it’s snorkeling and swimming or golfing and gambling, Bahamasair is 
your best way to go. For reservations: Continental U.S.A. 1-800-222-4262, Miami (305) 
593-1910. Or see your travel agent. And remember, when it comes to the Family Islands, we 
don’t just hop there. We live there. 


Bahamasair 


We don’t just fly there. We live there. 
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DEEP ROVER 
(Continued from Page 64) 


Of the few dives that have been made 
there, none had been for biological re- 
search, Robison said. 

The use of one man submersibles for 
deep water biological work began with 
Robison and fellow UCSB scientist Alice 
Alldredge in 1982—when they received a 
three year grant from the National Sci- 
ence Foundation for deep water sub- 
mersible work. 

That year, they and fellow researchers 
dived to 1,780 feet in the Santa Barbara 
Channel, using the submersible Wasp to 
make their observations and collections. 

The 1982 expedition proved that sub- 
mersibles normally used in offshore oil- 
field operations are useful tools for scien- 
tific work. 

The second scientific submersible ex- 
pedition was in July 1984, when Robison, 
Widder and three other scientists from 
U.S. universities dived down to 1,900 feet 
in the Santa Barbara Channel. 


The Deep Rover off Santa Barbara 


The channel dives were resounding 
successes, Robison said. Scientists par- 
ticipating in those two expeditions not on- 
ly learned of new deep water phenome- 
na, but they realized there were whole 
areas of studies to be explored. 

‘The Santa Barbara Channel revealed 
things we hadn't even anticipated,’’ Robi- 
son said. ‘ It changed our perception 
about ecology in the oceanic water col- 
umn, below the surface. Once we got 
there, we were astonished how much 
more complex it was.” 

Robison said he has had his scientific 
eye on the Monterey Canyon for years, 
because of its ‘‘diversity of sea life.” The 
scientists worked from the Oregon State 
University research ship Wecoma, 10 
miles from shore, in an area where cold 
water rises from the depths. 

‘‘My ultimate is to have access to the 
tools that would let us go anywhere in the 
ocean we need to go, to answer the re- 
search questions we want to investi- 
gate,’ Robison said. ‘‘We've had ex- 
tremely limited access to the ocean. Our 
dream Is unlimited access—to any depth 
at any time.” »# 
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The Hallmark of Excellence, 
Worldnide 


1986 marks PADI’s 20th anniversary. 
NEE loco molelmo)s(ol-m aiiamial=milals mia iaereireley 
the finest dive stores and the finest divers 
Tamiat=a eater 
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SG Seas en 
Dacor Pocket Li 


gis 


The 





ght is powered by two 








AA alkaline or ni-cae cells. It is easy to as- 


semble. A compact, lightweight mini-light, it is only 5’ inches long. It costs $9.30. 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY BONNIE J. CARDONE 


oday's divers can choose from a 

wide variety of underwater lights. No 
matter what your needs, there is a light, 
or lights, that will satisy them. Many div- 
ers prefer a large or medium sized light 
for primary use but carry a smaller light 
as a backup. Besides their underwater 
applications, these mini lights are great 
topside. Since they are water-resistant, 


SUBSEA MARK 150 


Fast 4.5 second recycle at full 


power. 


Low cost replacement recharge- 


able battery. 
Can not be overcharged. 
Built in-slave 


Soft, even light pattern. 


Cost includes: gell cell battery, au- 


tomatic charger and cable. 


New rechargeable gell battery. 


they can be used in the rain, on boats, in 
the snow or on camping trips: Any place 
you would hesitate to take a light that 
could be ruined by dampness. Because 
these lights are compact and lightweight, 
you take them virtually anywhere easily. 
They are so inexpensive, anyone can af- 
ford to own a couple. 

One of the newest entries in the mini- 


omasome MK 150 


light market comes from Dacor. The 
Pocket Light is only five and one-half 
inches long, with a diameter of about one 
inch. It is small enough to fit into a BC 
pocket or a purse, or you can attach it to 
a lanyard through a loop on one end. It is 
powered by two AA cells and either alka- 
lines or rechargeable ni-cads may be 
used. Fresh alkalines will provide a burn 
time of more than eight hours. 

The Pocket Light has only six compo- 
nents, plus the batteries. There is a main 
housing with an O-ring, a lens bezel, a 
battery spring, a bulb and a bulb socket. 
To prepare the light for use, clean and lu- 
bricate the O-ring with silicone grease. 
Then insert the spring in the housing and 
add the batteries, negative end down. 
Place the bulb socket on top of the 
spring, screw on the bezel and, let there 
be light! 

The Pocket Light turns on and off easi- 
ly. You might want to practice topside be- 
cause the bezel requires only one-half 
turn: One-half turn clockwise and it’s on; 
one-half turn counter clockwise and it’s 
off. Maintenance is equally easy. Rinse 
with fresh water and let dry when the div- 
ing day is over. Do not leave the light in 
direct sunlight or temperatures of more 
than 90°F with the lens bezel in place. 
Remove the batteries if the light is to be 
stored for any length of time. 

The Dacor Pocket Light (catalogue 
number 7030-00) sells for $9.30. See it 
at your Dacor dealer. >#t- 


RECHARGEABLE 


New rechargeable gell cell battery 
eliminates memory. 


175-180 flashes/charge at full 
power. 


Three power settings 50 w/s, 100 
w/s, 150 wis. 


5500°K color temperature. 


Automatic battery charger - cuts 
off charging automatically. 


Available in black, clear or trans- 
parent orange. 


The new Mark 150 RG, swift recycle, no memory and very economical. 


Why purchase second best when the finest name in underwater flash photography is 
available at such an affordable price. 


Telephone: 305-844-8937 © Fax: 305-844-8945 ¢ Telex: 3728094 GRAFSUBSEA 


ste. 
- 


= = 
—— 
baal 
| 


SUBSEA « 975 West 17th Street © Riviera Beach, Florida 33404 
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t was more than 20 years ago that | 
made my first diving forays to the 
Caribbean. In 1965 | traveled to Ja- 


maica, driving from Montego Bay to. 


Negril with the car trunk full of tanks. 
We dove from a tippy native dugout. 

In those days, my first trip to Bon- 
aire (1968) revealed a grand total of 
seven rust-pitted tanks on the entire is- 
land. All diving was done off the beach 
from trucks or rental cars as dive 
boats were totally unknown. 

Most divers never experienced 
those pioneering days and recoil in 
horror at the discomfort we took for 
granted. We would go through any- 
thing to dive, yet our ample reward 
was to explore virgin reefs filled with 
huge groupers, hogfish, rays, turtles 
and other marine life. 

Virgin reefs are hard to find today 
but, if you go far enough offshore, you 
can still dive Caribbean reefs as they 
were 20 years ago. 

The best example of this is Light- 
house Reef off Belize and the nearby 
Chinchorro Banks off the Southern 
Yucatan. These coral seamounts are 
60 miles offshore and therefore im- 
possible for native fishermen to work 
daily. Also, the nearest hotel is 60 
miles away. At least for now, these 
wonderful unspoiled gems can offer 
you a glimpse into a hallowed past. 

How can you step back into Carib- 
bean history? For years, See & Sea 
Travel groups have enjoyed the 75 
foot /sla Mia as a floating hotel at 
these remote reefs, guided by Captain 
Henny Tromm. Now Henny’s son Jon 
commands an /sla Mia that has been 
remodeled from stem to stern. 

Part of the charm of /s/a Mia is that 
this gracious old lady really fits in with 
a mood of 20 years ago. Outfitted with 
five private double cabins and a dor- 


BELIZE: 


The Reefs 
Time Forgot 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY CARL ROESSLER 


mitory cabin for six more passengers, 
this sturdy converted shrimp trawler 
handles 60 mile crossings with stabil- 
ity and comfort. She is completely air- 
conditioned in her sleeping quarters 
for that good night's sleep you need 
after four or five great dives. Food 
aboard /s/a Mia is plentiful, varied and 
excellent and her crew offers friendly, 
courteous service. 

Yet the greatest attraction of all is 
that she visits Belize’s greatest dive 
sites. We spend our precious dive 
week amid the splendors of Light- 
house Reef. For groups who wish to 
spend ten days to two weeks, /s/la Mia 
offers unique cruises from Lighthouse 
Reef to Cozumel via the untouched 








Top left: The live-aboard dive vessel /s- 
la Mia off Belize. Above: The /sia Mia 
viewed from underwater. Top right: A 
diver photographs basket sponges. 


Chinchorro Banks; these are thrills 
that haven't been seen or explored in 
20 years. 

Just what is this diving offering that 
sends group after group home singing 
the praises of /sla Mia and these re- 
mote reefs? | spent a week aboard /s- 
la Mia last September, and came 
away with a good understanding. 
First, we wandered to all of the great- 
est sites of Lighthouse Reef. On the 
western drop-off near Long Island, we 
enjoyed the company of a black 


(Continued on Page 134) 
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fer Key Largo visitors a full-service dive vacation. Above: 
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|| Cayman Bee Jar BRACC)REEF| 
“LUXURY | C Dive He d aracl) a 
- ayman islands 
surfside watersports Itd. RETREAT ax = GRAND CAYMAN ENUM AN BRAC e LITTLE CAYMAN 
= Including Roundtrip Airfare From: 
NEW — NORTH WALL RECLUSE | Miami $714. Houston $829 
¢ AT LAST. Luxurious beachfront condominium sii lami ate Sid cle on 

accom. minutes from the famous North Wall at Rum ra Pee ea ao 
Point. Pool, Lighted Tennis Courts, Racquetball Court {| ¢ 7 Nights Hotel Accommodations « Airport Transfers 
and Exercise Room. Land and underwater video e Full Breakfast Daily « 1-2 Tank AM Boat Dive Daily 

available. e 1 Tank Night Dive « Unlimited Offshore Diving « 


¢ All Diving with SURFSIDE WATERSPORTS plus 10% _j 1 - 2 Tank Boat Trip to Little Cayman e 
off Sunset Cruises and other Watersports. e U.S. Departure Tax « 


ronxiprs USA 800-327-3835 ¢« FLA 800-233-8880 
$599 p.p./quad. dbl and non-diver avail. cae ence 


CALL 1-800-468-1708 ay Paty; Bares 
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Cayman Diving Lodge ) “CONDO 
THE PERFECT ALTERNATIVE... , CAPER” thristapher 


surfside watersports Itd. . 
to Seven Mile Beach; a diver’s resort; $5 3 5 Columbus 
, only 25 minutes from town; offering per person 


unspoiled walls, reefs and wrecks; “THE COMPLETE DIVE VACATION” 


home-cooked meals and “ee ; 
comfortable accommodations in the e Luxury Condominium Accom. on Seven Mile Beach 


quaint fishing village of East End. : ees Raachipiciunk 
THE ALL-INCLUSIVE DIVE PACKAGE ¢ NEW LINK TO THE NORTH WALL - TWO-SIDED 


e Airport transfers /Welcome drink. PACKAGE 
$699: e BREAKFAST Buffet & DINNER Buffet DAILY. ¢ 10% off all Watersports (Jet Skis Sailing Parasail) 
Wilderness diving at its best. e Underwater and land VIDEO available 
p.p. dbl e Group rates and shorter packages available. e Unlimited shore. Based on quad occupancy. 


Real value for your diving dollar 1-800-262-7686 CALL 1-800-468-1708 
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The C 
FISHEYE AEB Best of The Coymans \-a7 


PO. Box 2123, Grand Cayman, B.W.1. DON FOSTER’S $ 7 e) 0 EP, p/p Prar-thaghes 


DIVE GRAND CAYMAN 
ROYAL PALMS HOTEL dbl. occ. TIARA BEACH HOTEL 


NO EXTRA CHARGE TO FLY TO CAYMAN BRAC! 
ae act ah Sh Me ai gt ¢ Superior ‘air-conditioned accommodations with private 


$549 per person quad occupancy bath at each hotel © Welcome cocktails at each hotel 
6 TWO-TANK A.M. DIVES e DIVE TIARA and DON FOSTER T-shirts © Treasure 


; iat oa 
¢ 7 nights luxurious condominium accommodations on Seven hunt or underwater slide/video shows ® Daily 2-tank boat 


Mile Beach e Group rates available. Additional services: ¢ Year dive (6) ® 1 night dive, afternoon 1-tank dive or Little 
round photo classes « Video portraiture of you or your group « Cayman dive (based on availability) ¢ Unlimited use of the 


Fast E6 slide processing e Complete photo rentals & sales. tank for daytime shore diving with free airfills © Tax and 


CALL 1-809-947-4209 service charge on room (and diving at Tiara) 


. 4 Scuba Tours: 800-526-1394/(N.J.: 201-256-9115) 
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Be Cayman AirwaySs resents 


All packages include round trip airfare from 
Miami to Grand Cayman or Cayman Brac via 
Cayman Airways, 7 nights accommodations, 6 
two-tank boat dives, unlimited shore divingset” 
tanks, weights and backpack. Departures:from 
Houston Gateway simply add $119.00 to 
package price. 
*Except Fisheye. 





HOLIDAY INN INTERNATIONAL BEACH RESORT 
FOURTH ANNUAL 
GUARANTEED DIVE VACATION 


Accommodations on the best part of 7 Mile Beach 
including breakfast. 


Diving: With Bob Soto’s Diving Ltd. ... Pickup right 
from your beach. 


Pacage 8 days/7 nights, 6 two-tank AM dives, one 
night dive and unlimited shore diving plus a free Bob 
Soto’s T-Shirt and many Holiday Inn Extras. 


*other packages available* 


1-800-421-9999 


*679 
p.p. dbl 
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Discriminating <== 
Divers seek 
a different aw 


experience... 
THEY CHOOSE DON FOSTER’S 


DON FOSTER’S Dive e Grand Cayman Ltd. 


$599 p.p./dbl. occ. 


Royal Palms Hotel ¢ Dive Package ... Contact 
Scuba Tours: 800-526-1394/(N.}.: 201-256-9115) 


a Dily; 


Sawn 
Imternational Beach Resort ~ 
DIVING LTD 
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Viva 
Villas! 


DON FOSTER’S 
Hospitality World Ltd. ¢ Dive Grand Cayman Ltd. 


From $549 p.p./quad.occ. 


INCLUDES: Diving plus luxurious villas, full kitchens, air 
conditioning, full bath per bedroom, maid service, and 
choices of pool, jacuzzi, tennis, satellite TV ... contact: 


Scuba Tours: 800-526-1394/(N.J.: 201-256-9115) 
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Call your Travel Agent 


Cayman Dream program is endorsed and authorized by 
Cayman Airways, Cayman Islands Department of Tourism 


and the Cayman Islands Watersports Operators Association. 


Cayman Islands Department of Tourism 
250 Catalonia, Suite 604 
Coral Gables, FL 33134 


Packages do not include tax and gratuities. 
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DIVE TIARA 
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CAYMAN BRAC e® DIVI 


TIARA BEACH HOTEL 


$5 1 7 days, 6 nights 


p/p dbl. occ., EP 
Dive Cayman Brac and Little Cayman! 

¢ Air-conditioned accommodations with private bath 

© Welcome cocktail © Free tennis, windsurfing, 

paddleboating and bicycling @ Daily 2-tank boat dive (5) 

¢ Little Cayman dive @ Unlimited use of the tank for 

daytime shore diving with free airfills © 1 night dive 


Full Service Underwater Photographic Facilities. 
Group Rates and All-Inclusive Dive Packages Available. 
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Spanish, (ove 

SPANISH COVE RESORT, located near Cayman’s 
famous North Wall, offers the finest wall, wreck, and 
reef dives available. State-of-the-art photo center 
including U/W video services combined with 
excellent food, first-class dive shop, equipment, and 
accommodations (including new satellite T.V. in bar) 
all make your vacation one to remember. ..Our 7 
night stay, double occupancy, is 

Including welcome cocktail, airport 
$634 pp. 


transfer, breakfast, & 2-tank A.M. 
1-800-231-4610 - 1-305-274-3956 


boat dives. 
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HeUse Eecryies 


Family-run for a quarter-century. 
A warm, friendly place on the sea, a mile south of 
George Town. 


$62 5 p.p. dbl, standard accom. 
$660 p.p. dbl., deluxe accom. 


Includes 6 2-tank boat dives, unltd. 
shore-diving, full bkfst, Sunset House T-shirt, Airport 
transfers, Welcome island Rum Punch. 


CALL 1-800-854-4767 
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hadn’t been to the Cayman 

Islands for a year and a half. 
Beginning with the modern air- 
port terminal, | noticed several 
changes. Although new build- 
ings and businesses dotted 
Grand Cayman, my favorite 
features, the superb diving 
and the friendly people, have 
not altered. In fact, after my 
encounter with Don Foster's 
DJ\Wiemele-lalomO@x-\ner-tame) el-ie-ttleyn 
at the Royal Palms Hotel, | left 
with only one question: Why 
did | stay away so long? 

Having cleared customs 
and immigration, | collected 
my belongings and looked for 
Wa acl alt-lmmercl eum iame-(oleiiite lamcom tals. 
major chains, locales 
such as Coconut 
readily accesgibl 







cle’s motorscooters. With the 
fankevelalec\iaMme)mmer-laakcie-Um-xe10)) Of: 
ment | had brought, however, 
what | really needed were four 
wheels. Enter Don Foster. At 
six feet two inches, Don al- 
ways stands out in a crowd. 
AN aYcYaim ats mai lalisiarcre mevar<liciare mw Ailal 
a Cayman Airways pilot, he 
turned to leave. | walked over 
and introduced myself. Notic- 
ate maah’am er-keyey-te[-ramal-mauellelar 
teered a ride. Holding my duf- 
fle bag in one hand and an 
equipment case in the other, 
walking toward his truck, Don 
and | chatted together like old 
acquaintances. Later | would 


(olfcYere\’Z2] am (arclanial sim aclicb.co1e mre l ale) 
friendly attitude pervaded the 
entire Don Foster's staff. 

DI Ualavemtarom cla maalialen(cmale(omce) 
the hotel, | discovered quite a 
bit about Don. As we pulled 
away from the airport, Foster 
checked in with the dive boats 
and the shop on his in-dash 
VHF marine radio. Jil Foster 
igclanliacelscem Ble lamevmaltsm-licciaarelela 
YojaTsiol0] (oma (@)am0) a) \vame (0\-1-¥m Bye) 
manage the day-to-day affairs 
of one of the islands’ largest 
dive operations, he also 
serves on the Marine Parks 
Committee, the Marine Con- 
servation Board and the Plan- 
ning Board. He is a Fishery of- 
ficer, too. He was excited 
about the Marine Park 


: ro-. 


posal that should be approved 
by Grand Cayman's executive 
council and become imple- 
mented by this summer. Ac- 
cording to the plan, the care- 
fully chosen restricted use 
areas designated as environ- 
faaslal (cle) alstommmac) O)(cialisyalaarciall 
zones and marine parks will 
ensure that Cayman Island 
fauna survive for future gener- 
ations. As part of this preser- 
vation effort, Don Foster will 
be a member of the team that 
will install additional perma- 
fat=1a) Gm aatele)dlaretcy 
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Don Foster’s Dive Grand Cayman, at the Royal Palms Hotel, offers 
divers full service and flexibility in arranging their activities and ac- 
commodations. The dive sites visited are nearby and include some 
of the best off Grand Cayman. Top: Four of Don Foster’s dive boats, 
lined up and ready. Above: A diver with Cecil the lobster at the Oro 
Verde. Right: Brad Graham and Monica in the Photo Centre. 























After checking in and un- 
packing, | strolled down to the 
shops at the front of the hotel: 
Ocean Designs, in the Cay- 
man Falls Shopping Plaza, 
has a branch in the hotel’s lob- 
by. Tropical resortwear hung 
alex) (e)ai0] mel Is] 6)t-\\ sce @ler-t-l an Boe 
signs Il adjoins the dive shop. 
While vibrantly colored divers’ 
T-shirts lined one wall, attract- 
Tate Maaharca dom (OMe) ta(-1 am Olclarcme)m tale 
dive store were everything 
ice) aa umeiel] 6-1 0)ce ml s\@ismn(en=) <e)1(0 
suntan lotions. With C-card 
and log in hand, | stepped for- 


“Don Foster's Burgeoning Dive Operation % 


Above: Don and Jil Foster. 
Don is a Fishery officer and 


serves on the Marine Parks 
Committee. Right: Scuba in- 
troduction at the Royal 
Palms Hotel. The dive shop. 


ward to sign up for a dive 
charter. Larry made it easy. 
Cheerfully explaining where to 
meet the dive boats, when 
they departed and where to 
rinse my gear, he concluded 
by asking what | would like on 
board. During my stay, | never 
carried a tank or weightbelt. 
Don Foster calls this attention 
is 6 =] ccvo)ar-tiy4-\e el \alale Mam mers li =X6) 
it marvelous! 

My next stop was the Photo 
Centre. Bradley Graham, resi- 
dent photo pro, was helping a 
customer. He patiently repeat- 
(<Yolmn talsmmme) 0\-1¢-1¢]a(e Mm alcy aU Teit(e) als 
for the Nikonos V and strobe 
the customer wanted to rent. 


The fellow had never used a — 













Nikonos before. After spend- 
ing extra time making the man 
i(ct=} ere) aay(olatele)(cmW al aim ialmerstaae 
era, Brad turned to me. | in- 
oS] ¢-tomr-telelUimtal-meliirciccialme)ales 
tography courses. In the one 
day course, students go 
through an evening session 
prior to the next day’s dive trip 
and their work is reviewed by 
Brad the following night. Spe- 
cialties include courses in ma- 
rine wildlife, macro and wide 
angle. His advanced class 
covers marketing, A/V shows 
and multi-lighting. Along with 
Monica, Brad runs the lab. 
They process many different 


film formats. Bradley Graham 
dcTot=1\-1e im alicwm(o)aantlamceclialiave mest 
the Brooks Institute in Califor- 
nia. Foster has combined the 
full service dive resort and 
'e)ake) Cole] a-velalrommet=ial(-1 am ai lanes 
professional photographer, 
placing them all in one loca- 
tion on Seven Mile Beach. 
(@royal-\(e(=1alarommiarcmme[el-laliinvamectale 
variety of rental equipment 
available, the multitude of lab 
services offered and the ex- 
pertise of the instructors, Don 
Foster's Photo Centre should 
become an underwater pho- 
tographers’ mecca. 

Before the Tuesday and 
Saturday night barbecues, 
Bradley shows his work. His 
images reveal an excellent 


sense of space and design. 


Using shots that he takes of 


_ the guests underwater during 


ac. CO LL rt 
Ciac LATOR 


the week, 


Brad peas a show 








“EXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY MARK M..LAWRENCE 




















FOSTER’S/ROYAL PALMS 


entitled ‘‘Photo Buddies.’’ Divers gather 
around to cheer when their pictures ap- 
pear on the screen. Since the visitors 
usually buy all of the slides, the show is 
always different. 

Three things made my boat trips partic- 
ularly enjoyable: the layout of the craft, 
the attitude of the crew and the beauty of 
the dive sites. Instead of a catamaran 
configuration, Foster’s spacious flattops, 
the 52 foot Cayman Sea and Cayman 
Sun, are built on houseboat type hulls. 
The boats rode smoothly. For easy ac- 
cess from the beach, Don has installed 
large bow ladders. Side mounted ladders 
facilitate water exits. 

Onboard are dry boxes, a two tier cam- 
era table, twin changing rooms and a 
freshwater hose for quick rinses. Large 
coolers contain either ice water or fruit 
punch. Like the crew’s spirits, the mood 
of the stereo music was upbeat. Mike's 
and Steve’s orientation talks shared the 
same qualities as Woody’s and Dave's 
onsite briefings; they were informative, 
entertaining and mercifully short. 
Throughout the trips, the divemasters re- 
peated their offer to assemble guests’ 
dive gear. Many passengers obviously 
appreciated this. Whenever | started up 
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the exit ladders, | received help with my 
cameras and dive equipment. Watching 
the staff interact with the other divers, | 
noticed they tried to do as much or as lit- 
tle for each person as that guest wanted. 

Ghost Mountain stands off the North 
Wall. From the top of the main drop-off, 
this spire seems to materialize from the 
middle of the blue void. Schooling fish 
cling to the crest. Corals stack in layers. 
Spiraling down the pinnacle, | found 
many interesting photo opportunities. 

We also toured the Oro Verde. |n 50 
feet of water, it lies on its side. Out toward 
the deeper water, shy garden eels poked 
their heads out of sandy tunnels. All 
around the wreck swam inquisitive an- 
gels, yellowtails, sergeant majors and 
grouper. While exploring a dark hallway, 
| stumbled across two Nassau groupers 
squaring off for a contest. On the shore- 
ward side, an unconcerned fat male hog- 
fish cruised the reef. Dave brought out 
Cecil, an eight pound lobster. Eagles’ 
Nest was named for the frequent groups 
of eagle rays that glide across the reef 
edge here. 

As at other locations, black coral 
grows abundantly. In several cleaning 
stations, tiger groupers hung motionless- 
ly. Aquarium earned its name because of 
the incredible numbers of fish that wait 
for divers. Just as on the Oro Verde, 
Aquarium residents swam up off the reef 
to greet divers. When a divemaster re- 


the world.” 


e Dive the best sites 
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We take your fun very seriously 


“His was the first diving operation in the Caribbean, and 
under new ownership it remains the largest, most diversified, 
and arguably one of the best, not only in the Caribbean but in 


Grand Cayman, B.W.I. (809) 949-2022 


leases a small handful of bread, he dis- 
appears behind a frenzied blur of colorful 
tropicals. Perhaps my only difficulty with 
diving Grand Cayman was deciding on 
which site to visit next. 

Don Foster’s packages gave me 
choice after choice. In addition to the dai- 
ly two tank trips, an afternoon dive or a 
night dive was offered. 

For those who prefer accommodations 
above the standard level, guests can sign 
up for private suites or luxury con- 
dominiums. | was also pleased to find 
that the food plans were open ended. 
During the day, | walked past the’ Photo 
Centre to the Marketbasket. They had 
everything from cold sodas to canned 
goods. Although | often ate dinner at the 
Royal Palms Hotel, on a few nights | tried 
other restaurants. L’escargot serves ex- 
cellent French and continental cuisine. Its 
award winning chef has been cooking for 
more than 30 years. His catch of the day 
with a side dish went for $10.50 Cl; a full 
course dinner cost under $25 Cl. The 
Caribbean Club has an island atmos- 
phere with fine style and | found a little bit 
of Texas at the Lone Star. 

| missed the Tuesday Treasure Hunt. 
Finding hidden doubloons wins divers a 
T-shirt, champagne or, if they are very 
lucky, a one week return trip for two. |’d 
like to make it back for the operation’s 
fifth anniversary bash on July the fourth. 

(Continued on Page 104) 





Peter Benchley 
National Geographic Magazine 


e Safe diving is more than a slogan 

e More fun with Bob Soto’s friendly people 
e SERVICE, not surprises 

e 6 shops, 8 boats, 41 staff 





P.O. Box 1801 








La Mer 
parts the Red Sea 
to bring you our 
owest price ever: 


62095" 


That's a 2-week holiday 
in Israel with 8 glorious days of diving 
fabled Ras Muhammed and the 
majestic Straits of Tiran. 
All while living and dining aboard the luxurious 85' Fantasea. 
So call now to lock in your 
dream dive vacation at this very special rate. 
And be sure to ask for our new, full-color brochure. 
It’s very special, too. 








Red Sea ¢ Galapagos ® Fiji © Eastern Australia 
Western Australia ¢ Papua New Guinea ¢ Micronesia 
Maldives @ Little Cayman ¢ Great White Shark 


LA MER 


La Mer Diving Seafari, Inc. 
823 U.N. Plaza, Suite 810, New York, NY 10017 Telex: 238973AITIL 
In New York State call 212-599-0886 
or in the continental US. call 1-800-348-3669. 


That's 1-800-DIVE NOW 


*excluding airfare (approx. $700-900 round trip from New York) 
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Turks & Caicos Islands 


| 
& 
m P) gGrand Turk 
é 


Providenciales 3 


e 


Dominican 
Republic 


‘ebus & Provo Turtle Divers 


BEST BET! BEST RATES! Overlooking Turtle Cove Bay next to Provo Turtle 


Divers visit and return. oe 7 | 
French restaurant and unique lounge atop a romantic 


COLUMBUS HOUSE (Ocean View Hotel) hillside. 
200’ from the beach, color cable t.v., | EREB Ls Recompression chamber available. 


excellent food, bar, patio disco and bar-b-que. 
' : 3 Night/4 Dive Pkg. 2/2 Tank Dives $227.00 pp, dbl. occ. 
3 Nights/6 Dive Pkg. $175.00 pp, dbl. occ. | 7 7 Night/10 Dive Pkg. 5/2 Tank Dives $524.00 pp, dbl. occ. 


6 Nights/12 Dive Pkg. $340.00 pp, dbl. occ. 
Dive Package Includes: 1 night dive, unlimited beach ate ieee a pried ier diving tank, wt. belt, BP, boat ride 


diving, tank, wt. belt, and'boat ride. 
A full service sanctioned 


TOMAS BRINSON DIVE GRAND TURK ; oa ae 
800-36-SCUBA 800-42-SCUBA In FL Provo Tintle Divers, Lid. PADI training facility. 


For Bookings: COLUMBUS HOUSE : For Bookings: EREBUS HOTEL ¢ P.O. Box 8577 


Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33310-8577 
e e +] 
P.O. Box 97 » Grand Turk » Turks & 809-946-4240 © Telex (02968) 8436 Erebus TQ 


Caicos Islands, BWI » 809-946-2517 PROVO TURTLE DIVERS ¢ 809-946-4232 


Hotel Kittina & Mike Spillar Diving 


HOTEL Diving at your doorstep! Le Discover The Island Princess... Before The Rest Of The World Does! 
Luxurious rooms on the beach only steps awayfrom ft ISLAND PRINCESS 


KIT TI N A Ml rah pire i up. Restaurant, bar, pool, complete | Tropical 80 room hotel located directly on the beach. 
Waleispens: Ee Excellent restaurant and bar... complete watersports activities. 


SUPERIOR COURTYARD 
3 Night/6 Dive Pkg. 3/2 Tank Dives $207.00 pp, dbl.oce. | | 4 vight/4 Dive Pkg ea DIVE ae ane te ay 
7 Night/12 Dive Pkg. 6/2 Tank Dives, 1 Night Dive $520.00 pp, dbl.occ. | 2/2 Tank Dives $408.00 $353.00 $332.00 $318.00 


DELUXE BEACHFRONT ROOMS 7 Night/12 Dive Pkg. 


7 Night? Divei kg. 6/2 Teak Oren a) gears een aoe DIVE PACKAGES INCLUDE: Airport transfers to/from resort « hotel— all meals 


linge gta s pia Wel ey ad soe atatally, ¢ bed tax-gratuities * welcome drink & orientation « maid service ¢ diving in- 
welcome drink, managers cocktail party, unlimited beach diving, cludes: tank, air BP, weight, guide 

tank, wt. belt, boat ride and guide. ‘ ; Aviuiiseeviediae cranes 

Diving is provided by: Mike Spillar Diving Provo Turtle Dives, Ltd. — PADI training facility. 


For Bookings: THE TURKS & CAICOS RESERVATION CENTER § 
4197 Braganza Ave. * Coconut Grove, FL 33133 * 305-667-0966 For Reservations: ISLAND PRINCESS « Box 52-6002 ¢ Miami, FL 


HOTEL KITTINA e Grand Turk Island Turks & Caicos Phone: 809-946-4260 « Telex: 8432 PRINCES T.Q. 
Turks & Caicos, BWI ¢ 809-946-2232 PROVO TURTLE DIVER: 809-946-4232 





Salt Raker Inn & Blue Water Divers 


DIVE THE SPECTACULAR 
GRAND TURK WALL 
from your doorstep at the Salt Raker Inn. 


5 Nights/8 Dives $390.00 pp, dbl. occ. 
7 Nights/12 Dives $539.00 pp, dbl. occ. 


The Salt Raker Inn is the perfect combination of luxury and casual 
island comfort, all set in a lush tropical garden directly on the 
beach. Blue Water Divers offers personalized service in small 
groups of 10 or less. We put the “Sport” back in diving!! Package 
includes: tanks, backpack, wt. belt, boat ride, guide service, and 
welcome cocktail. 


For Bookings: 809-946-2260 SALT RAKER INN 
809-946-2432 BLUE WATER DIVERS 
P.O. Box 124, Grand Turk, Turks & Caicos, BWI 


ioe Card 


SALT RAKER INN 


ff - MAKE YOUR UNDERWATER ADVENTURE 


es COMPLETE AT TURKS HEAD INN 
TU AND OUR BLUE WATER 
Nia 


DIVE THE WALL 


5 Nights, 8 Dives $285.00 single : > 
pepe pp, dbl.occ. Blue Watn 
391.00 single Diners 

$338.50 pp, dbl. occ. 


Turks Head Inn is a quaint 12 room inn featuring the oldest pub on the island. 
Package includes: tank, wt. belt, backpack, boat ride, guide service and 
welcome cocktail. Rental gear available. Blue Water Divers offers personal- 
ized service in small groups of 10 or less. We put the “Sport” back in diving! 


For Bookings: 809-946-2466 « Telex 8237 * Turks Head Inn 
809-946-2432 » Blue Water Divers 
P.O. Box 124, Grand Turk, Turks & Caicos Islands, BWI 


4 


7 Nights, 12 Dives 


Pan Am. You Cant Beat 


Treasure Beach Villas & Provo Turtle Divers 


Treasure Beach Villas — ...More than just a room! 


Complete rental condos with full service kitchen, fully furnished one and two 
bedroom apartments. A complete holiday retreat with pool, tennis courts and 
miles of unspoiled white sand beach. 
DIVING PACKAGES 
3 Night/4 Dive Pkg. 
2/2 Tank Dives 
7 Night/10 Dive Pkg. 
5/2 Tank Dives 


DIVE PACKAGES INCLUDE: tank, wt. belt, BP, boat ride, rental 


equipment also available. 
A full service sanctioned 
t iveu, Ltd. ht he: 
Provo Turtle Divers, L PADI training facility. 


For Bookings: TREASURE BEACH VILLAS « P.O. Box 8409 f 
Hialeah, FL 33012 © 809-946-4211 ¢ Alleveia 
PROVO TURTLE DIVERS « 809-946-4232 


$340.00 pp, dbl. occ. 


$670.00 pp, dbl. occ. 


Leave Arrive 
Miami Grand Turk 


TU, FR, SU 
NONSTOP 


Leave Arrive 
Miami Providenciales 


WE, SA 
NONSTOP 


12:45 PM 2:30 PM 


12:45 PM 2:25 PM 


CONVENIENT CONNECTIONS AVAILABLE THROUGHOUT THE NORTHEAST. ¥ 


NEW YORK ¢ BOSTON « PHILADELPHIA 
PITTSBURGH * WASHINGTON, D.C. 














FOSTER’S/ROYAL PALMS 
(Continued from Page 100) 


Then again, |’d like to try their two resort/ 
two island package with the Tiara Beach 
Hotel on Cayman Brac. What a wonderful 
way to sample both islands. 

After experiencing Don Foster's Dive 
Grand Cayman Ltd., | realized I'd stayed 
away from the Caymans too long. One 
visit was not enough. Don Foster’s is the 
kind of place you want to come back to 
again and again—| know | will. 

For reservations or information—for 
groups or individuals—contact: Scuba 
Tours Inc., (800) 526-1394; in NJ phone 
(201) 256-9115; or Don Foster's Dive 
Grand Cayman Ltd., P.O. Box 151, Grand 
Cayman, BWI; (809) 949-7025; on the is- 
land phone 949-5679. >» 


PIRATE’S LADY 

Blackbeard’s Cruises has added a 
third boat, the Pirate’s Lady, to its dive/ 
sail cruises to the Bahamas. The Pirate's 
Lady joins the Sea Explorer and the 
Morning Star, running four, seven and 
nine day cruises departing Miami. 

For more information phone Black- 
beard’s Cruises at (800) 327-9600 or 
(305) 888-1226 from Florida and Cana- 
da. Write to P.O. Box 661091, Miami 
Springs, FL 33266. > 











NEW HOTEL BAHIA 

@ Full kitchens 

@ Ocean view 

@ Satellite TV 

® King size beds 

SUITES COLONIAL 

@ Full kitchens 

®@ Two double beds 

@ One block from ocean 
PEPE’S GRILL 

@ “Steak ’n Ale” of Cozumel 
SCARAMOUCHE DISCO 
@ Lively dance floor 

@ Great sound system 
BBQ 

@ informal atmosphere 

@ Great Bar-b-que 








Diving furnished by: 
CARLOS SIERRA’S DIVE COZUMEL 


9999090999990 0O0OO 
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LET wo Worlds Travel HELP YOU “SEE” COZUMEL, MEXICO! 
1307 First Street 1-800-446-2166 Humble, TX 77338 


OCEAN DIVERS COURSES 


Ocean Divers of Key Largo, Florida is 
offering an aquanaut certification course. 
For 24 hours participants will live four 
fathoms below the ocean's surface in a 
special habitat featuring hot showers, 
beds, stereo and galley. 

The program will include hotel accom- 
modations as well as trips to the wreck of 
the Benwocd and to the reefs of Penne- 
kamp Park. 

Additionally, Eleanor T. Klein will con- 





photo/Mark M. Lawrence 


duct PADI instructor development and 
professional educator programs at 
Ocean Divers. These packages will also 
include lodging, meals and diving. |DCs 
are scheduled for Aug. 9-22, Sept. 24- 
Oct. 9 and Nov. 2/7-Dec. 10. 

For information contact Ocean Divers, 
PG; Nox Te, Key Largo, FL 33037; 
(305) 451-1113 in Florida or toll free 
(800) 451-1113. >. 










Texas residents call (713) 446-2166 Collect for reservations only 
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Package does not include air fare. Travel arrangements can be made by Two Worlds Travel. Commissions to travel agencies and dive industry are fully protected. 
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CAYMAN SUBS 


The 800 foot wall dives have become 
sO popular in Grand Cayman that Re- 
search Submersibles Limited has added 
a second submarine to its educational / 
adventure program. Deep Explorer III, 
like its sister submarine, can accommo- 
date two passengers and a pilot, and will 
make four dives a day to 800 feet off the 
West Wall of Grand Cayman. > 


LUCIA/IMPERIAL 


Dennis Lucia has been appointed na- 
tional sales manager, wader division, at 
Imperial Manufacturing Co., Bremerton, 
Washington. According to David Stancil, 
Imperial’s general manager, Lucia will be 
responsible for sales and service of Im- 
perial’s fishing and hunting waders and 
will also Supervise Customer service of its 
scuba diving suits. 

For more information, contact: Imperial 
Manufacturing Co., Box 4119, Bremer- 
ton, WA 98312; (206) 674-2316. > 


SPORTS SUITS OF 
AUSTRALIA 


The article on Sports Suits of Australia 
in the April SDM included an incorrect 
address and phone number. The new in- 
formation is: Sports Suits of Australia, 
P.O. Box 2827 Sepulveda, CA 91343; 
(818) 376-0402. rs. 










$375 — suites Colonial 
$395 





Hotel Bahia 


























PACKAGE INCLUDES: 
@ 15% Mexican Hotel Tax 
@ 8 days, 7 Nights at Bahia 
or Suites Colonial-Dbl. Occ. 
@ Unlimited Beach Tanks 
© 6 Two Tank Boat Dives with lunch 
@ Weights & Belts on boat dives 
@ Scuba gear can be stored 
at Dive Cozumel 
@ Free Pass to Scaramouche Disco 
@ One free margarita at BBQ 
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Dive 
Our 
Treasured Islands.. 


TORTOLA F 


Dive 
The 
British Virgins 























* Why go someplace else to 
VIRGIN GORDA _ motor to our dive sites, 
ANEGADA | when you can stay with us 
PETER ISLAND | | and dive with us? 
THATCH 


We'd like to show you why 


DOGS e : The New York Times called us 
SALT | | “friendly and dignified” 
oi and Skin Diver Magazine 


cae described our home as 
_ | — “islands of unspoiled beauty 
Me | and endless variety.” 


But most of all, we'd like to 
show you Our dive sites 
semsmele DS —more than 60 of 
ope <.\ them. The Rhone, 

Fy] the Indians, Blinders, 
wry Painted Walls 
— and so many 

iis more. 


a 
ne 










MOSKITO ISLAND 


MARINA CAY — 
JOST VAN DYKE Pc 
GUANA ; se 
BEEF ISLAND ef RS 
NORMAN j varieties of fish. 
COOPER y And the spirits of more 
GINGER 4 than 300 wrecks. 
DEAD CHEST 
ea < If only they 
could talk... 
PIRICKLY PEAR 





Ask about our value-packed 
summer steal packages 


Contact your travel agent 
or 
The British Virgin Islands Tourist Board 


370 Lexington Avenue, New York, NY 10017 800-835-8530. 212-696-0400 Cin New York) 


And Dive The BVI- Our Treasured Islands 
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Center: Joyce and Dick Doumeng have relocated their St. Thomas 


Diving Club headquarters to the Bolongo Bay Beach and Tennis Club 
(which they also own). Clockwise from top left: The Mohawk II live- 
aboard dive boat, operated by the St. Thomas Diving Club. The beach 
at Bolongo Bay under a full moon. Use of watersports equipment is 
free to guests. Janice Lucas at the stern railing of the Cartanser Sr. 
Lynn Creamer and Janice Lucas with trunkfish at Cow and Calf. Op- 
posite page: View of the pool and ocean from the outdoor restaurant. 





























hey say the beaches near here are 

among the most seductive in exis- 
tence. | believe them. Just over the moun- 
tain, Megan’s is rumored to be one of the 
world’s top ten. These are honeymoon- 
er’s beaches, right out of the movie, Blue 
Lagoon: places you can spend hours 
building castles in the sun or moments 
alone with a friend in the glow of a Carib- 
bean moon. 

The ride to these beaches from the air- 
port of St. Thomas in the U.S. Virgin Is- 
lands takes you right through the middle 
of Charlotte Amalie. Along the southern 
coast, pirate ships and million dollar 
yachts mix on a bay overlooked by a cas- 
tle. You almost expect Captain Hook to 
emerge from the tourist crowd. The 
scene is simultaneously a part of Peter 
Pan, some upscale yachting magazine 
and a shopping mall where everyone 


Bolongo 
a 


Beach Club 


monk @l mm lareniies 
DI len@ Ve 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY STEVE LUCAS 


grins and wears shorts. Seaplanes skip 
across the water, spewing plumes of 
ocean spray behind. White cruise ships 
gleam in the tropic sun as their passen- 
gers embark into a jungle of shops that 
sell cameras, crystal, diamonds, perfume 
and a hundred dozen other bargains you 
just can't live without. 

Right by the cruise ships, the road be- 
gins a steep incline. Up it climbs to a 
point where you can view the island as if 
you were suspended in a hot air balloon. 
Then it drops: Over a roller coaster 
mountain you descend into a part of St. 
Thomas the cruise ship people hardly 
know exists. 

A horseshoe shaped cove, Bolongo, 
has been carved out of the rock face of 
a weathered southern shoreline by eons 
of wind and waves. A collection point for 
wide patches of the same sands that are 
scattered on some of this island's more 
touted beaches, it is also a collecting 


point for something more important: your 
soul. Gazing at the sea while lying be- 
neath the tropical sun, beach sand run- 
ning through your fingers as you listen to 
the rattle of palm fronds, it is all but im- 
possible to recall there is a world beyond 
your vision. 

In this cove, built on the beach facing 
Little Buck Island, Dick and Joyce Dou- 
meng s Bolongo Bay Beach and Tennis 
Club is so well hidden behind thick coco- 
nut palms it is almost impossible to see 
from the ocean. A favorite Virgin Island 
spot for sunseekers, the resort has re- 
cently been renovated. An outdoor, three 
tiered, canopy covered restaurant looks 
down on the pool, beach and cove. New 
rooms face the water. And, down by the 
tennis courts, a second, smaller outdoor 
restaurant overlooks the palm lined sand. 

The resort has always been water- 


sports oriented. Sunfish with colorful sails 
decorate the beach while giant, yellow 
wheeled water tricycles are lazily ped- 
aled across the constantly rippling water. 
Free to guests, these grown-up water 
toys, as well as beach floats and snorkel- 
ing equipment, can be checked out with- 
out charge simply by asking at the dive 
club center. Those who have never expe- 
rienced scuba are also encouraged to 
sign up for free introductory lessons in 
the pool. 

Diving is beginning to play an even 
more important role than ever before at 
Bolongo. The Doumengs have moved the 
main headquarters of their St. Thomas 
Diving Club from Villa Olga, near down- 
town Charlotte Amalie, to this more re- 
laxed beach property. Now guests stay- 
ing at either hotel begin their dives from 
this private lagoon. Bolongo is managed 
by Pam Balash and Andre Webber. Dive 
boats here are closer to some of the most 


popular USVI dive locations: Andre's 
Reef, the wreck of the Cartanser Sr. or 
Cow and Calf are all less than one-half 
hour away. 

Andre's Reef is near the northwest tip 
of Little Buck (not the park near St. 
Croix). A sloping reef slides from 40 to 80 
feet ending at a sugar sand bottom where 
stingrays, eels and octopus live. Named 
for one of St. Thomas Diving Club’s man- 
agers, the reef is a popular spot with the 
return guests who, it seems, often come 
back just to dive with Andre. 

The Cartanser Sr. freighter lies split in 
half in shallow water. The 190 foot long 
wreck has the dubious distinction of hav- 
ing sunk twice—the first time near St. 
Thomas and the second time after being 
refloated and towed to this site as an arti- 
ficial reef. Its bow section leans to port 
and the engine room can be entered eas- 





ily from a gash in its center. The prop has 
been removed, but a myriad of marine or- 
ganisms has replaced it with color. It is a 
favorite backdrop for SKIN DIVER covers 
and dozens of magazine photos have 
been shot here. It is one of the most pop- 
ular wreck sites in the Virgins. 

Cow and Calf is a lonely rock divided 
into two pinnacles stuck out in the midst 
of the yachting channel. Below water a 
cavern opens up and provides cover for 
thousands of biue tinted glassy minnows 
and copper sweepers. To one side, a 
magnificent archway reaches high above 
the sand floor. Sponges, barnacles and 
a million other colorful organisms cling to 
its surfaces. This is one of Andre's favor- 
ite places to catch critters. If you let him 
know in advance, he can provide you 
with a tiny spotted trunkfish or one of a 
dozen other creatures for your photo 
buddy to hold. 

For trips to the British Virgin Islands, 
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ALM Invites You to Discover the 


Underwater Paradise of the ABC’s 
ARUBA-BONAIRE-CURACAO. . .make a delighiful difference 


The waters of the ABC’s, unique and unspoiled, are the closest to perfection 
of any diving spot in the world. If you're not an experienced scuba diver, 
snorkeling can be a tremendously exciting experience as well. 

If scuba excites you, there are facilities on all the islands with qualified 
instructors and divemasters to see that you enjoy the best of the under- 
water world. 

The waters average 76° to 86° year’ round, so wet suits are not always 
required. Underwater visibility ranges up to 120 feet around all the islands. You 
can enjoy shallow reefs, wall diving, deep diving and shipwreck diving. And, 
you can delve into history since many wrecks date back almost 200 yeas 

There are surprises and exciting vistas at every turn, each 
scene more beautiful than the last. Once you've dived 
the ABC's, you'll return again and again 
to explore, wonder and enjoy. 


“NOTE: A DECOMPRESSION CHAMBER 
IS MAINTAINED IN CURACAO. 


Many outstanding packages are available 
thru travel agents and dive shops. 

AND ALM TAKES YOU THERE! 

ALM provides twice weekly non-stop service 
from Miami, once per week from New York. 
Daily connections thru Aruba or Curacao. 


Host Airline for Aa. 
Bonaire Nikonos 


Shootout ANTILLEAN AIRLINES 
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BOLONGO BAY 


STDC keeps its 68 foot floating motel, the 
Mohawk I|!, docked directly in front of the 
hotel. It can comfortably carry 16 divers 
in its eight air-conditioned staterooms. 
Anything from a single day beach and 
snorkeling trip to a week long live-aboard 
cruise to the wreck of the Rhone in the 
BVIs can be arranged. You may also 
choose to book four days in the Bolongo 
Bay Club and the remainder of your week 
living at sea on the Mohawk. 

Bolongo Bay and the U.S. Virgin Is- 
lands are two of the easiest of the Carib- 
bean’s island destinations to reach. Di- 
rect flights are available from several mid 
and eastern U.S. gateways. Midway also 
offers flights from Chicago with only a 
single stop in Miami. There are no cus- 
toms inspections upon arrival in St. 
Thomas and passports are not required. 
some proof of citizenship is advisable 
since there is a simple customs and im- 
migrations inspection when you depart. 

Bolongo Bay reservations, color bro- 
chures and additional information about 
the St. Thomas Diving Club and the Mo- 


' hawk Ii can be received by calling the 


USVI toll free at (800) 524-4746. Written 
requests can be directed to: Dick Dou- 
meng, Bolongo Bay Beach and Tennis 
Club, P.O. Box 7337, St. Thomas, USVI 
O080 1. >t. 


DIVING MEDICINE 

(Continued from Page 18) 

by a person who has an infection of the 
Gl tract that causes diarrhea or vomiting. 
A classic and now uncommon example is 
typhoid fever, spread by contaminated 
water supplies as well. More common di- 
arrhea-causing bacteria occur in tropical 
areas and produce traveler’s diarrhea or 
tourista. These illnesses can be spread 
by poor hygiene in a diving group. The 
same precautions invoked for stomach 
flu hold for bacterial Gl illness. 

Bacterial skin infections can be spread 
by the simple medium of water passage 
from one person to another. Pools are 
chlorinated for this reason and usually 
are not a problem. The open water of 
oceans and lakes usually keeps divers 
far enough apart to avoid the problem. 
Skin infections can be spread by sharing 
wetsuits, however. A thorough soap and 
water washing of a wetsuit will eliminate 
the risk from this source. 

Infections by viruses, bacteria and oth- 
er kinds of organisms have always been 
part of human existence. We have 
learned to prevent them by good hygiene 
and immunization and to treat them with 
a variety of antibiotics. It is the responsi- 
bility of each of us as divers to avoid 
spreading infection and illness to our fel- 
low divers. Considerate and careful hy- 
giene goes a long way toward achieving 
that goal. >t. 





If you can’t bring the reef to your room, then bring your 
room to the reef. Spend a week aboard the fabulous 


CAYMAN AGGRESSOR—90 feet of spacious, gracious 
pleasure. 


Why settle for only 10% of Grand Cayman’s fabulous 
reefs and vertical walls? You can dive all of Grand Cay- 
man and reach those virgin dive sites not normally fre 
quented by other resorts. 


You will love our no hassle diving routine. Slide out of 
bed and slip into the water with the greatest of ease. No 
need to lug heavy gear long distances—our reefs are 35 
feet under your bunk. Dive any time of the day or night 
and make as many dives as you like. 


The CAYMAN AGGRESSOR is more than just a dive 
boat. It is a full activities dive resort complete with spa- 
cious dining room, solarium, photo processing lab, mini 
boutique, (U/W camera rental department and water- 
sports center. 


For more information and reservations call 800-DIV-BOAT. CAY- 
MAN AGGRESSOR, P.O. Box 99, Grand Cayman, B.W.1. 


OR CALL 800-DIV-XPRT, See & Sea Travel 
Service, 680 Beach Street/Suite 340, San Francisco, 
CA 94109. ! 
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hose who think Greg Louganis wrote 

the book on platform diving may be 
surprised at a new twist being given the 
sport in the Gulf of Mexico. There, plat- 
form diving means heading offshore to 
explore the fascinating world beneath big 
oil and gas production platforms. 

More than 4,000 platforms (aka: rigs or 
structures) are speckled across the gulf. 
Steel factories atop monstrous Gothic 
columns that plunge 20-400 feet or more 
to the seafloor, they were designed with 
one purpose in mind: to coax oil and nat- 
ural gas out of reluctant rock formations 





far beneath the ocean surface. In 1984, 
they and their cousins in California and 
Alaska extracted enough crude to power 
34 million cars and enough gas to heat 
some 50 million Midwestern homes for 
the entire year. 

However, they also serve another, 
equally important—though unintentional— 
role: that of the largest, and perhaps the 
best, artificial reef system in the world. 

The early life stages of algae, coral, 
barnacles, shellfish and other marine life 
drift in currents until they find a suitable 
habitat—or die. Known as “‘encrusting”’ 


r ‘biofouling’? organisms (notorious for 
smothering ships’ hulls), they require a 
hard surface to survive: The larvae must 
cement themselves to a suitable sub- 
strate before they can metamorphose in- 
to adult form. 

Unfortunately, natural reefs and hard 
bottoms are extremely scarce in the gulf 
and off most other U.S. coasts, because 
river sediments have created vast flat, 
muddy biological deserts. Sunken ships 
and other artificial reefs are in similarly 
short supply. 

Enter the oil rigs. The main support col- 


ALL OF THIS, AND DIVING, TOO! 
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For the past 8 years, Bolongo has been known as the 
beachfront resort that’s always full. And we’re proud to say 
that’s true! So, we’ve doubled our size (added 45 rooms) 
and can now invite you to see why we've consistently run 
the highest occupancy in the Caribbean. In addition to the 


new rooms, we’ve totally refurbished the “old” 
rooms, added a second restaurant by our 4 tennis 
courts, built a new dive center and added a meet- 
ing room for groups. To insure our continued suc- 
cess, we still include Continental breakfast in our 
room rate, free Sunfish sailing, use of snorkel 
gear, an all day sail to St. John, use of tennis 
courts, plenty of Caribbean sun and one of the 
friendliest staffs you'll ever encounter. Windsurf- 
ing and Aquabiking are also available at our 
1000° beach. As for diving, one of our 4 dive 
boats (ranging in size from 25-68 ) departs from 


our very own dock. A total vacation, with diving, too! 


pa Beach and 
Tennis Club 


A Division of St. Thomas Beach Resorts, Inc. 
P.O. Box 7337, ST. THOMAS, V.I. 00801 





FOR RESERVATIONS CALL 800-524-4746 
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66 
KEYS ONLY PADI 5 STAR PENNEKAMP FEATURING DELUXE 
INSTRUCTOR PARK’S ACCOMMODATIONS IN 
DEVELOPMENT WATERFRONT ROOMS 
FACILITY/DIVE RESORT LUXURY AND SUITES 
; es nleetamagd DIVE ® Ship Store/Marine 
ir 
RESORT” Supplies/Bait/ 
@ PADI Scuba In- Fish; ey 
struction/Specialty pone tii Pa ih Teen's 


courses/Nite dives 


@ Stephen Frink U/W 
Photographic Ser- 
vice Overnight 


® Full service marina, 


® Oversize pool, 
whirlpool, health 
club, tennis 


boat rnitls., fishing 


Processing/Video & sailing charters 


® Doc’s Galley Res- 
taurant Water- 
front Dining 


® Coconuts-waterfront 
cocktail lounge 
with live enter- 
tainment nightly 


® Custom diving and 
watersports pkgs. 








MARINA DEL MAR 
/ Resort and Marina 





Call 
vers 


1-800-451-1113 
In Fla. (8305) 451-1113 
522 Caribbean Drive 
Key Largo, FL 33037 





1-800-451-3483 
In Fla. 1-800-253-3483 
P.O. Box 1050 
Key Largo, FL 33037 
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PLATFORM DIVING 


umns and reinforcing members of a sin- 
gle structure standing in 150 feet of water 
can provide up to two acres of hard sub- 
Strate. This support system (also called a 
“iacket’’) is the secret ingredient in a pre- 
scription guaranteed to provide a unique 
and memorable diving experience. 

Almost as soon as a Structure is in- 
Stalled, the jacket begins to be colonized 
by a dense carpet of encrusting critters. 
From a few yards away it is a dull, unin- 
teresting mass of gray and brown, spot- 
ted with occasional patches of jade, gold 
and crimson. As a diver approaches, 
however, distinct forms begin to material- 
ize, as though a microscope were being 
brought into focus. 

Suddenly, the carpet is transformed, 
almost magically, into a fantasyland of al- 
gae, hard and soft corals, sponges, hy- 
droids, sea urchins, featherdusters, bryo- 
zoans, gorgonians, solitary and colonial 
anemones, barnacles and bivalves. Ex- 
ploding into a Neptune’s gallery of end- 
less hues, they can reach thicknesses of 
several inches to several feet, creating a 
rich and hospitable environment. 

Shrimp, crabs, sea cucumbers, bristle- 
worms, blennies, nudibranchs, larval and 
juvenile stages of larger fish and count- 


sa so aN 
« it never rains on me 


less other small animals hide within this 
carpet and feed on its organisms—and 
on one another. Because the jackets rise 
up through the entire water column, they 
provide habitats for benthic, midwater 
and surface plants and animals, allowing 
each species to grow at its optimal depth. 

The jackets thus form the base for a 
major food web. They also provide shel- 
ter from currents and large, stationary ref- 
erence points for fish that forage away 
from the platforms in the gulf’s feature- 
less environs. 











ae 6. Le ae 
A blenny peers from an empty barnacle. 


Their open structure allows water to 
circulate, bringing ample supplies of 
plankton for the filter feeders, fostering 
rapid growth and encouraging experi- 
ments in mariculture. A Louisiana scien- 
tist is evaluating oyster growth on plat- 
forms and a California company harvests 
large quantities of succulent mussels 





from platforms in the Santa Barbara 
Channel (SKIN DIVER, December 1984). 

Scientific opinion once held that plat- 
forms merely concentrated or redistribut- 
ed fish, making them easier prey for fish- 
ermen. Today, however, it is generally 
recognized that the rigs actually raise 
productivity levels and increase the varie- 
ty, range, size and numbers of highly de- 
sirable fish and shellfish. 

Some 150 species have been ob- 
served in the gulf that were unknown 
there 40 years ago, before offshore oil 
became such a big business. Studies 
have found that a single platform harbors 
20-50 times more fish than do nearby soft 
bottoms, and up to five times more than 
neighboring natural reefs or hardbottom 
sites of similar size. 

Spadefish, sheepshead, triggerfish 
and butterflyfish browse on the en- 
crusting organisms. Particularly in deeper 
gulf waters, tangs, hogfish, angelfish, 
cocoa damsels and a dazzling array of 
other rainbow-hued tropical fish also es- 
tablish homesteads, as do groupers, 
spiny lobsters and prawns. Schools of 
blue runners, hardtails and other species 
also arrive, attracting large predators, 
such as bluefish, cobia, amberjack, king 
mackerel, pompano, barracuda and an 
occasional shark. (In addition to mussels, 
the California rig community includes 
rockfish, ocean sunfish, bonito, senori- 

(Continued on Page 116) 


COZUMEL’S BEST ON THE BEACH 


LA CEIBA HOTEL 


°Five Star Caribbean Hotel © Best beach diving on the island © Pool, spa, sauna, massage room, tennis court ¢ Tele- 
phones & television in each room © Two bars, two restaurants © English spoken throughout hotel *Divers board boats 


directly at La Ceiba Pier 


CARLOS SIERRA’S DIVE COZUMEL 


eSafe, competent dive operation © Four dive boats * Five PADI Divemasters * American PADI Instructor * 10 Years 


showing divers the best Cozumel has to offer! 


in GCozumel, Mexico!” 


$475 





8 days & 7 nights 


per person, dbl. occupancy 


Package includes: 





°6 two tank boat dives with lunch 
eunlimited shore diving at the hotel beach 
©15% Mexican Hotel tax included efor an additional charge, 7 breakfasts and dinners 
efree use of tennis court (day or night) will be included. 


(Air transportation can be arranged. Commissions to travel agents & dive industry are fully protected.) 


Two Worlds Travel 
1307 First St, Humble, TX 77338 4-800-446-2166 


Texas residents call (713) 446-2166 collect for reservations only. 


eweights & belts with boat dives 
eguide on boat dives 
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We want you to come and partake AND HERES THE BEST NEWS! 


: in the delights of the finest diving facility 
: in the Bay Islands—CSY’s Marina Hotel— We know that happy divers go home 


featuring the most varied and complete and tell others about our great diving. 
diving package in the Caribbean. We call Thats the best advertising we can 
it Dive Plus. get, So— 


[_] A day of diving (or more) aboard A LIMITED TIME ONLY 
your own private 44’ sailing yacht oC 


(at your option). 
[_] Finest hotel accommodations and 
gourmet food in the Islands. 
| [ ] Free windsurfers, dinghy and — 
outboards. 
L] i cea swimming pool in the 


(_] Individual service—no cattleboats here. eee eis | 
| a Imaginative programs for non-divers. Write CSY, 5936 Benjamin Road, Tampa, FL 33614. 








WE ARE SLASHING PRICES FOR | 





At Dive Pl bet ace ben ih Or call now and make your reservations. Ask 

{ Dive rius, a lot goes on when the for Kathi or Tracy. 800-237-1131 or 813-886-6783. 
tanks come off. So, after you dive hard, CALL NOW FOR THIS GREAT VACATION BUY. 
you can play hard. 





: We fulfill your diving ambition. 


DIVE PLUS 


| Roe SR oS 
F ROATAN/ BAY ISLANDS 
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AIR QUEENSLAND 
TO LIZARD ISLAND. 
Wing your way to Lizard Island 
on Air Queensland and discover 
2,500 acres of national park 
set in a turquoise lagoon. It is 
the exclusive diver'’s hideaway 
with accommodations in total 
air-conditioned luxury for only 
64 guests. World-famous Cod 
Hole, Cormorant Pass, Hilda, 
Day, and Carter Reefs are 
just an hour away by fast, 





. s 
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ISLAND. 
How do you improve on para- 
dise? That's what the world will 
discover in late 1986 when 
Hayman Island Resortreopens 
after a $AUS120 million recon- 
struction program. This com- 
plete holiday island on the 
Great Barrier Reef will offer 
superb accommodations for 
the whole family: complete air- 
conditioning, 24-hour room 





(415) 928-4480. 





specialized dive boat. All dive 
equipment is available for rent. 
Lessons and full certification 
are available. This magnificent 
resort also offers countless 
beaches, fresh water pool, ten- 
nis court, light and heavy game 
fishing, sightseeing by glass- 
bottom boat, plus much more. 
For complete information 

on fares and travel, call 
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service, 5 international class 
restaurants, water skiing, sail- 
ing, and nightly entertainment. 
A 25-knot dive boat offers fast 
daily access to Bait Reef and 


beyond. Hayman can be reached 


by Ansett Airlines jet to 
Hamilton Island, and transfer 


on the luxurious M.V. Sun 
Goddess. Call Diveln Australia, 































(213) 381-3062 or (212) 697-3694. 
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QUICKSILVER DAY TRIPS. 





This high-speed catamaran 


out of Port Douglas provides 


the only day trip to the true 


outer reef for everyone — 
divers, swimmers, and even 
non-swimmers. Quicksilver 
offers two dives per day, learn- 
to-dive programs, sumptuous 
smorgasbord lunch, underwa- 
ter observatory, and reef view- 
ing tours in the unique Subsee 
Explorer. A wonderful way to 
enjoy great underwater sight- 
seeing. Call Dive In Australia, 
(415) 928-4480. 
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SCHEHERAZADE. 
For an exceptional diving vaca- 
tion, sailaboard Peter Wright's 
beautiful Scheherazade — a 
fully powered 55-foot sailing 
cutter. From Cairns, this ex- 
quisite yacht carries up to six 
passengers to the Ribbon Reefs, 
Cod Hole and Lizard Island 
with visits to Bougainville and 
Osprey Reef in the Coral Sea. 
To learn more, call Dive In 
Australia, (415) 928-4480. 
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FITZROY ISLAND. 
Only a 45-minute cruise from 
Cairns, Fitzroy Island is an 
unspoiled tropical jungle with 
huge voleanic rock formations. 
It is surrounded by coral reefs 
that create many superb div- 
ing areas. The resort offers a 
variety of accommodations 
and features a complete dive 
shop with resident instructors. 
Fitzroy is your chance to 

enjoy a virtually undiscovered 
paradise. For brochure, call 
(213) 8381-3062. 
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REEF EXPLORER 
CRUISES. 

For one of the world’s truly 
awesome underwater specta- 
cles, explore the Great Barrier 
Reef and the Coral Sea with 
Australia’s longest-established 
dive boat service. Discover 
virgin reefs, thousand-pound 
marlin, rays and turtles as you 
sail aboard the 12-passenger 
Reef Explorer or 10-passenger 
Auriga Bay. For larger groups, 
the company also operates the 
112-foot, 20-passenger Chal- 
lenger. You can enjoy day dive 
trips from Cairns to the Great 
Barrier Reef on the Down Un- 
der, a 41-foot, high-speed cata- 
maran. All vesselsare available 
for charter. And they all have 
sophisticated navigational aids 
such as a satellite navigator to 
pinpoint submerged reefs, auto- 
pilot, radar, and echo sounder. 
Barry May, apioneer of Austra- 
lan dive tourism, is an expert 
at finding superior diving sites. 
For more information about 
Reef E:xplorer Cruises and its 
wide variety of dive packages, 
call Dive In Australia, 

(415) 928-4480. 
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MIKE BALL WATERSPORTS. 


Watersport specializes in regu- 


lar, guaranteed departures to 
the legendary Yongala wreck 
and Great Barrier Reef. E-6 

processing, diver propulsion 

vehicles, sailboards and PADI 
specialty courses available on 
board. This very large, stable, 


PORT DOUGLAS. 

Located in tropical Port 
Douglas is Australia’s north- 
ernmost fully professional div- 
ing facility serving the Great 
Barrier Reef. In a little over 
an hour, their 55-foot custom- 
built luxury dive boat will 
speed you at 25 knots to some 
of the best dive sites in the 
world. There you can enjoy 
stunning underwater scenery 
with the expert assistance of 
the boat's professional crew. 
The company also offers excit- 
ing land-based packages that 
include 4-wheel-drive Safaris 
through one of the worlds last 
remaining virgin rain forests — 
a tropical adventure you will 
long remember. For more 
information, call Sea Safaris, 
(213) 546-2464. 
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air-conditioned dive vessel is 
owned by Australia’s renowned 
diver training center, Mike Ball 
Watersports. Trips offer un- 
limited diving and exceptional 
value: 2 days $150, 4 days 
$445, 6 days $595. Call Dive In 
Australia, (415) 928-4480. 
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HERON ISLAND. 

The only diving resort situated 
on the Great Barrier Reef, 
Heron Island offers access to 
some of the worlds finest div- 
ing. Full dive facilities include 
four dive boats and over 60 
rental scuba tanks. Only 26 
minutes from Gladstone by 
helicopter, Heron is the home 
ground of tame moray eels, 
friendly manta rays, sea tur- 
tles (seasonal), and a huge 
variety of fish and coral. This 
colorful sea life makes it ideal 
for underwater photography. 
Lodging is available to fit most 
budgets and includes three 
meals and two dives per day, 
as well as tanks, 

weights and air. 

For informa- 

tion, call 

(714) 786-0119. 
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WALL TO WARE 


From the Virgin Islands’ most colorful 
coral walls to the richly defined arches of 
a classically inspired hideaway, Caribbean 
Sea Adventures and The Buccaneer Hotel 
offer a most exciting combination. 

If your idea of the perfect diving vacation 
includes sun drenched beaches, superb 
dining, luxurious accommodations, golf, 
tennis, and all the watersports you can 
imagine, experience our wall to wall excel- 
lence. For complete information on our 


vacation packages see your travel agent or 
contact RALPH LOCKE, 315 E. 72nd St., 
New York, New York 10021. Phone toll free 
with the number below or in New York State 
call (212) 586-3070. 


EVERYTHING YOU'VE COME TO EXPECT 


CARIBBEAN SEA 
ADVENTURES Sty} 
\theB ¢ 


ST. CROIX, U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS 





1-800-223-1108 





call toll free 
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ONAIRE SCUBA CENTER 


e 7 Night Accommodations 

@ 2 Meals Daily 

e Airport Transfers in Bonaire 

e Welcome Cocktails ¢ $5 Casino Chip 
e Tennis @ Mini Golf @ Volleyball 

e 6 Guided Reef Trips 

e Unlimited Air for Shore & Night Dives 
e Room Taxes & Service Charges 


$5 5600 


(Non-Diver — *394) 
Per Person, Double Occupancy 
April 5 - Dec. 19 


For more information 
and reservations, call: 


800-526-2370 
in New Jersey 201-566-8866 
or write: 


BONAIRE P.O. Box 775 
Morgan, New Jersey 08879 
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PLATFORM DIVING 
(Continued from Page 112) 


tas, ronquil, flounder and scallops, to 
name but a few. California platforms also 
boast another major attraction—large col- 
onies of sea lions that feed on the abun- 
dant fish and bask on buoy barges and 
even the platforms themselves.) 

It is not surprising, then, that the gulf’s 
steel reefs have become a unique and in- 
creasingly important resource for scuba 
divers, underwater photographers, 
aquarium owners and biologists studying 
habitat formation and species succes- 
sion. Harry Caldwell, owner of Harry's 
Dive Shop in Metairie, Louisiana, claims 
the rigs offer some of the best diving in 
the world. 

Caldwell, his son Jeff and daughter 
Cindy Umbach have been leading dive 
trips to the rigs for some ten years. Cindy 
waxes poetic about a 20 foot manta ray’s 
unsuccessful attempts to squeeze inside 
a platform jacket. She recalls a diver 
whose spear bounced right off a 200- 
pluS pound grouper—and wonders what 
kind of ride it would have given that diver 
over, under, around, through and into the 





Divers descend below a rig in the gulf. 


platform legs, had the spear struck home. 
Harry will regale listeners for hours with 
tales of amberjacks, barracuda, bull red- 
fish, seatrout and snapper that are the 
primary allure for spearfishermen. 

As to edibility, pollution controls limited 
oil spills from platforms to a total of just 
672 barrels in 1984, out of more than 467 
million barrels produced—compared to 
35,000 barrels lost in a single tanker ac- 
cident the same year. Moreover, most 
rigs are far from shore in pristine waters 
that are free from the sediment, bacteria, 
oils and chemicals so common in near- 
shore areas. 

Many four star restaurants in New Or- 
leans, New York and Chicago serve up 
redfish, pompano and snapper taken 
from rigs. Commercial hook and line fish- 
ermen come all the way from Florida in 
search of grouper, Snapper and macker- 
el off Louisiana platforms. Having landed 
more than 300 pounds of succulent fish 
in one November afternoon (including a 


(Continued on Page 118) 
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President, See & Sea Travel Service, Inc. 
Author, The Underwater Wilderness 


Mastering Underwater Photography 


The Undersea Predators 


Diver S Guide to the Cayman Islands 


Coral Kingdoms 


GRAND TOUR OF THE 
CORAL SEA ABOARD 
THE REEF EXPLORER 


I) ateline Australia: Divers who 
flocked to Australia on bargain 
trips in the past year have found 
themselves victimized by a persis- 
tent myth - that the Great Barrier 
Reef is great diving. This myth dates 
back to our schooldays, and can 
really foul up a vacation. The truth 
is that the Great Barrier Reef, 
plagued as it is by strong currents, 
turbid waters and powerful seasonal 
weather, is no more than the 
gateway to Australia’s real diving - 
the oceanic reefs far out in the Coral 
Sea. 

It is here, 100-200 miles out to 
sea beyond the outer edge of the 
Great Barrier Reef, that crystal-clear 
water laps incendiary reefs filled 
with blazing color and big animals. 
The hard truth is that to see the 
diving that made Australia famous 
you have to “pay your dues’ in time 
and money. To see the Coral Sea's 
great diving takes a 12-day cruise 
which covers over 700 miles! 
Moreover, the only really great 
weather is concentrated In October, 
November and December. Has 
anyone else told you that? 

See & Sea’s Grand Tours of the 
Coral Sea have taken divers out to 
the Coral Sea each Fall since 1972. 


CARL ROESSLER REPORTS 


FOR SEE & SEA TRAVEL 


Leaving the Great Barrier Reef far 
behind, these adventurous cruises 
utilize Australia's premier dive 
cruiser, the Reef Explorer. 

With six air-conditioned double 
cabins, Reef Explorer takes you to 
dive remote reefs such as Dart, 
Flinders, Diamond and Marion 
reefs. These are the dives that put 
Australia on every diver’s wish list. 
This diving puts superlatives to their 
ultimate test: there are plunging 
dropoffs punctuated with massive 
soft coral colonies that are more 
than six feet tall. There are huge 
nurse sharks; we've had as many as 
50 mating turtles at a single reef. 
Our most exotic thrill is a shark 
feeding - our divers get to watch as 
ten or more gray sharks do what 
they do best, devour bait. What 
pictures you can get on that dive! 

There is alot more, too. The 
pinacles in the lagoons of Flinders 
and Marion reefs arise from 200 feet 
depths to within a few feet of the 
Surface. They are covered with 
golden corals and colonies of 
anemonies with clown fish; in the 
clear waters dance and swirle 
thousands of radiant tropical reef 
fish. 

lf you've heard from divers 
whose trip to the Great Barrier Reef 
disappointed them, be assured they 
were only 200 miles from the 
greatest diving in the world. Be sure 
you dont make the same mistake - 
call or write See & Sea for details on 
their Grand Tours of the Coral Sea. 
These 12-day cruises will fulfill your 
every dream of great diving - giant 
tuna, massive Napoleon fish, and 
sensational close-up photography 
on every reef. Isnt that what you 
expect from your dream Australia 
diving adventure? 
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Dive travel savings! 10-20-30%! Join See & Sea’s Frequent Diver ABN sla 








See & Sea Travel, Inc. exclusively represents the world’s finest 
fleet of dive cruisers as well as booking the world’s leading 

shore-based dive resorts. See & Sea will not represent any vessel 
that won't deliver excellent food, personal comfort and service 


and unlimited diving. Join us in Belize, the Bahamas, the Caymans, 


Turks & Caicos, Guadelope, Red Sea, Truk Lagoon, Thailand, 
Hawaii, Fiji, Philippines, Papua New Guinea, Galapagos, Palau, 
Australia’s Coral Sea and our Great White Shark expedition. 
Insist on the finest; insist on See & Sea diving adventures. 


TWENTY 


S1966Ls lor SERVICE T' 16 ‘DIVERS ns\iQQ6¢ 





TRAVEL Reiter INC. 
ne eg pee a ng as Oe? 


680 BEACH ST./SUITE 340 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94109 
TELEPHONE (415) 771-0077 
TELEX 278036 SEAS UR 
NEW YORK (212) 873-1409 


Call the Dive Experts at: 1-800-DIV-XPRT 
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Come dive with us beneath the breathtaking twin peaks 
of St. Lucia’s pitons. A tropical forest forms the backdrop 
to Anse Chastanet. Located in the middle of a 400 acre 
estate on a long soft sand secluded beach, Anse Chas- 
tanet...Truly one of the Caribbean's top resort settings. 


Boat Diving * Walk-In-Diving * Night Diving * Dive Pack- 
ages * Group Rates ® Certification Courses * PADI Train- 
ing Facility « Windsurfing * Mini-Sailing * Island 
Tours * Tennis * Plantation Tours* Two Restaurants * Two 
Bars * Shopping By Dug-Out Canoe ® Tropical Forest 
Walks ¢ Mountain Climbing * Birdwatching * Red Hot Live 
Volcano * Camilla's Voodoo * Mineral Baths * Hot Water- 
fall¢ 37 Foot Sailboat 


IN CANADA CALL 416-960-0710 
IN MINNESOTA CALL 612-544-7168 
715 Florida Avenue South, Suite 201 
Minneapolis, MN 55426 
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PLATFORM DIVING 
(Continued from Page 116) 


scrappy 65 pound king mackerel), | en- 
countered only one problem: finding in- 
teresting new ways to cook it all. 

If you are an underwater photography 
buff, you will find countless opportunities. 
Shell collectors, too, can have a field day. 
Spiny oysters of unusual size and quality 
can be found, along with a wide array of 
other Caribbean specimens. 

Virtually any Gulf of Mexico platform is 
available for fishing or diving—as long as 
drilling, workover or other operations are 
not underway, as these can pose haz- 
ards to anyone under the platform. Most 
often platform crews delight in seeing div- 
ers since, as anglers themselves during 
their off hours, they love to get firsthand 
accounts of what’s under the rig and at 
what depths. 

Unfortunately, access to the awesome 
scenery and tasty seafood beneath the 
California platforms currently ranges from 
difficult to impossible. Bomb threats, unu- 
sual liability laws and a generally politi- 
cized atmosphere over offshore drilling in 
that state have made companies very re- 
luctant to permit diving, except by special 
prior arrangement. 

A number of Louisiana dive shops now 
offer charter trips to platforms in deeper 
waters, where large game fish and tropi- 
cal species are most abundant. For those 
who prefer a self-guided experience, 
Caldwell and the Louisiana Council of Un- 
derwater Diving Clubs offer several sug- 
gestions for a safe and rewarding tour 
among the denizens of the rigs: 

Tie up to the rig downwind or downcur- 
rent. A drilling derrick in the ‘‘up”’ position 
usually indicates operations are under- 
way and divers should stay clear. If in 
doubt, talk to the platform crew. Common 
courtesy dictates that visiting dive boats 
yield the right-of-way to the much larger 
oilpatch crew and work boats. 

A cloudy layer near the surface is prob- 
ably river outflow; dive a little deeper, or 
go farther from shore and you'll probably 
encounter clearer water. Generally, stay 
within the jacket, at least near the sur- 
face, to avoid boats, get protection from 
currents and avoid becoming disoriented 
in the open water. 

A map available from the U.S. Minerals 
Management Service in New Orleans 
(Open File Report 83-01) offers more 
safety tips and is an excellent guide to 
what fish can be found under various 
platforms during different times of the 
year. Finally, check with local dive shops 
or clubs for further suggestions. 

Once you've tasted the adventure and 
challenge of these steel reefs, they will 
sound their siren call again and again. 

Louganis never dreamed platform div- 
ing could be like this! >t. 
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NETHERLANDS Antilles 


...a very special dive operation...at a 
very special Inn ...on a very special island 
SURFSIDE STATIA. OLD GIN HOUSE. 
ST. EGSTATIUS 








Surfside’s new dive operation on “Statia”, at the Old Gin House Hotel, offers 
you diving in someplace very special, unlike anywhere else you have ever been. 
This is a place with an incredible Maritime history. A place where the diving 
is untouched and waiting to be explored. Call us for more information. The ex- 
citement is just beginning! Winter and summer packages now available. 


WE ARE NOT SURE WHAT YOU WILL FIND ON 
THE BOTTOM WHILE DIVING WITH SURFSIDE 
AT STATIA. YOU WILL FIND SURFSIDE-STA- 
TIA TO BE A PROFESSIONAL, ACCOMMODAT- 
ING, WELL EQUIPPED, WELL RUN DIVE OPER- 


ATION; YOU WILL FIND EXCELLENT FOOD 
AND ACCOMMODATIONS AND YOU WILL 
FIND A BEAUTIFUL ISLAND WITH FRIENDLY 
PEOPLE. CALL OR WRITE OUR U.S.A. SALES 
OFFICE FOR MORE INFORMATION AND RES- 
ERVATIONS. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL TOLL FREE 
1-800-468-1708 
1-717-346-6382 IN PENNSYLVANIA 








NOW YOd CAN HAVE THE 
BEST OF BOTH SIDES... 
INTRODUCING 
SURFSIDE’S DIVE & DRIVE 
CONDO CONNECTION 


Dive the famed ‘. North Wall with 





surfside watersports Itd. 





on 
aS car ‘ ee a surfside watersports ltd. 
of Aur, (ais Christophe v and Villa Caribe Resort Hotel 
(NX Columb us stay on Grand Cayman's 


Tranquil North Side! 


Cayman's first package for those who want to dive both 
seven Mile Beach and the famous North Wall with the add- 
ed freedom of your own car included! Dive with Cayman's 
complete watersports operation, Surfside Watersports Ltd., 
and enjoy the luxury accomm. at the Christopher Columbus 
on Seven Mile Beach and the Retreat at Rum Point on the 
North Side. 


Winter Spring 1985/86 7 Night Dive Package 
Effective Dec. 15, 1985-April 4, 1986 Prices per person double occupancy 


*599.° Diver *389.° Non-Diver 


Summer/Fall 1986 Dive Package 
Effective April 5, 1986-Dec.14, 1986 Prices per person double occupancy 


Winter/Spring 1985/86 7 Night Dive Package 
Effective Dec. 15, 1985-April 4, 1986 Prices per person quad occupancy 


*589.° Diver °379.°° Non-Diver 


Summer/Fall 1986 Dive Package 


Non-Diver 
‘288. 


Diver 
‘498. 








Effective April 5, 1986-Dec. 14, 1986 Prices per person quad occupancy 


°442.° Diver °232.° Non-Diver 


PACKAGE INCLUDES: 

¢ 4 Nights Accomm. @ Christopher Columbus 

¢ 3 Nights Accomm. @ The Retreat at Rum Point 
e Taxes and gratuities, 1 WEEK CAR RENTAL 

e 4 Two-tank a.m. dives on west side 

e 2 Two-tank a.m. dives on north side 

e Tank, backpack, weights, belt 


e 1 am. dive transferable to night dive 
“RATE CHARGES ARE U.S. DOLLARS ~ “DBL. OCC. RATES AVAIL. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL TOLL FREE 


1-800-468-1708 
1-717-346-6382 IN PENNSYLVANIA 
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PACKAGE INCLUDES: 

*7 Nights Accomm. @ Villa Caribe Resort 
*Taxes and gratuities 

*6 two-tank a.m. dives 

*Tank, backpack, weights, belt 

*1 a.m. dive transferable to night dive 

*] WEEK CAR RENTAL 

*Airport transfers 


FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL TOLL FREE 


1-800-468-1708 
1-717-346-6382 IN PENNSYLVANIA 
IN GRAND CAYMAN CALL: 1-809-947-4224 
OR WRITE: 
SURFSIDE WATERSPORTS, LTD. 
U.S.A. SALES OFFICE, 330 SOUTH MAIN AVE. 
SCRANTON, PA 18504 
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The Newberne capsized at her dock 


n the clear, shallow waters off the rocky 

Palos Verdes coast, within sight of one 
of Southern California’s most popular 
tourist spots, lie the remains of a ship. 
Her discovery was an accident and her 
identity, too, a mystery for awhile. She 
has lain within the sight of thousands over 
the years, but her concealment by the 
sea was nearly perfect. She was redisco- 
vered 96 years after her creation and 81 
years after her loss. 

April of ’74 found two of Southern Cali- 
fornia’s most ardent wreck divers, Bob 
Crowther and Glen de St. Jean, with a 
weekend and no wreck dive planned. 
They decided to indulge in a beach dive 
for rock scallops off the rugged Palos 
Verdes Peninsula. 

About halfway through the dive, with 
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in 1880-—years before her sinking. 


limits of tasty rock scallops and several 
large spider crabs in the game bag, 
sharp-eyed Glen spotted a flash of green 
among the rocks and sand of the bottom. 
Swimming down to investigate more 
closely, his heart began to pound. It was 
a piece of brass! Glen first signaled Bob, 
then began to fan sand away. Before Bob 
could traverse the 20 feet separating 
them, Glen had turned up several verdi- 
gris covered brass spikes, a handful of 
square brass nails, a small piece of cop- 
per sheeting and a large bronze hinge. 
Bob's eyes were wide when he saw what 
Glen had discovered. These pieces could 
mean only one thing—a wreck, and an 
old one at that! 

Glen quickly bagged his finds and Bob 
signaled they should swim a search pat- 


Poseidon’s 
Partners in Quality 


“SPECIAL 


Sept., Oct., Nov., Dec. 15 

Nac] el=| me] e) melee 

8 Days, 7 Nights 

Includes: 

e 7 Nites La Ceiba Hotel 

e 4 Days diving with 
lunch 

¢ Unlimited Air for beach 
oli Tare! 


MARINELAND 
MYSTERY WRECK 


Where Is The Missing 
50 Ibs. of Silver?? 


BY PATRICK SMITH 





tern through the area. However, after 
checking their pressure gauges, they 
postponed their investigation. After 
scrambling through the surf, they made 
their way to the bottom of the trail and 
paused to rest and more closely examine 
the pieces of wreckage before the long 
climb back to the car. 

The pieces were old—the square nails 
were almost perfect but the ten inch 
spikes showed some sand wear and cor- 
rosion; the eight inch heavy bronze T- 
hinge showed obvious signs of fire on 
one deformed and melted end. Drawing 
on their extensive wreck diving experi- 
ence, they were able to make some edu- 
cated guesses about the wreck (that later 
proved quite accurate). 

The fastenings indicated the ship was 


DI} [Up (cm el-r-Xelamice)aem-\Uianlaalialem elele) Mm (clalalis 
court, great snorkeling area, All amenities 


© 15% Mexican Tax 


Aqua Safari Fleet—OCEANS l, Il and III Fast 
boats to your diving area. Proven record of 


Hatel{eloliateRilal-m\-laulerss safety, reliability for 20 yrs. Padi, Naui rated. 


Aqua Safari US Office: 
Poseidon Venture Tours, 505 N. Belt, Suite 675, Houston, TX 77060 (713) 820-DIVE 
359 San Miguel Drive, Newport Beach, CA 92660 ® (714) 644-5344 © (800) 854-9334 
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wood-hulled and probably around 100 
years old. The condition of the pieces, 
considering the shallow, exposed area, 
seemed to attest that they had been there 
for some period of time. The melted hinge 
and the shallow location pointed to either 
a vessel on fire, which was beached to 
facilitate rescue attempts, or a stranded 
vessel, which was burned for the recov- 
ery of her metal parts. Plans were made 
for an extensive search the following day. 

At 8:00 am Sunday morning Bob and 
Glen were once again slipping and slid- 
ing down the cliff trail—this time with twin 
72s, marker lines and floats. 

The plan was simple; they would first 
locate the area the spikes and other 
pieces had been found in on Saturday 
and then they would swim patterns 
around the area marking any wreckage 
with the floats. Conditions for the dive 
were perfect—clear sunny skies with a 
glassy ocean and two foot surf. The wa- 
ter, though spring-time cool, was com- 
fortable in one-quarter inch wetsuits and 
the visibility ranged up to 40 feet. 

While searching for the main body of 
the wreck, they rediscovered the previ- 
ous day’s spot with little trouble. Bob 
moved about 30 feet seaward, and within 
sight of Glen, began a parallel search 
down the coast. 

After a few minutes, Bob noticed a 
large V-shaped rock and, on closer in- 
vestigation, he found pieces of copper 
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Located just four 
miles from the airport 
on beautiful Seven Mile 
Beach, Treasure Island is the ultimate in 
convenience and carefree living. The 
ocean is right at your back door for snor- 
keling or a walk on moonlit sand. 
Treasure Island offers a variety of ac- 
commodations to meet your needs — from 
a single room to a large suite with a 
private hospitality bar. Even two- and 


From May 1 through Au- 
gust 31, 1986, take advan- 
tage of the special 
personalized dive pack- 
ages starting at $145.00, 
including accommoda- 
tions and dives. 
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sheeting and brass sheeting nails em- 
bedded in its side. As he made prepara- 
tions to mark the spot, he saw Glen send 
up a marker and signal him to come over. 
Glen had scored again. As Bob swam up, 
he began to make out pieces of brass 
and decomposed iron on the bottom. 
Glen was trying to smile into his mask 
without flooding it while fastening an in- 
tact wooden-hull porthole to his liftbag. 
The spot was marked and the search 
was continued around the same general 
area. A short distance away, they came 
across broken porcelain scattered about 





REESE LATS 


Porthole from the Newberne _ 


the seafloor as well as more pieces of 
brass, wood, copper sheeting and iron. 
Glen began to work on a small half-circle 
of brass protruding from an iron matrix, 
while Bob, a few feet away, found 


i 
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Island Resort. 


three-bedroom condominiums are avail- 
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another porthole and began to move 
some of the rocks and debris that partly 
covered it. 

A few minutes later, in a flurry of sand, 
bubbles and iron oxide, Bob pulled his 
port free. By this time, Glen also had 
worked his piece out and waved it excit- 
edly. It was a small ornate bracket for a 
gimbaled lamp, only slightly bent, and 
complete except for the base. 

By this time the pressure gauges were 
indicating about 400 psi; it was time to 
go. Even though there were full tanks in 
the car, they decided to forego another 
dive that day because of the tortuous cliff 
trail. They would have to make two trips 
as it was in order to get the gear and the 
artifacts to the car. 

The following week passed rather 
quickly, with much time spent cleaning 
artifacts and researching the ship. The re- 
search turned up no promising leads, but 
the restoration of the artifacts had been 


; more gratifying. The portholes cleaned 


up nicely, but the prize find had to be the 
lamp gimbal. After soaking it in a mild ac- 
id solution, it was lightly worked with a 
fine stainless steel brush to remove the 
remaining oxide and bring out its gold- 
like color. The Support was a delicately 
carved foliate design—a vine and leaf 
motif of delicate complexity. It was too 

bad the base was missing. 
During the week Glen and Bob decided 
(Continued on Page 130) 


able for families and 
larger groups. 

The water lover will 
find plenty of activities to dive into in- 
cluding scuba diving, snorkeling, wind 
surfing, Sunfish sailing, water skiing, jet 
skiing, and para-sailing. 

If you’re looking for 
the vacation of a lifetime, 
come join us at Treasure 


Call toll free 
for more 
information: 


800-874-0027 
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TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY GERI MURPHY 





tHE GRAND PAVILION 


GRAND CAYMAN'S TOUCH OF ELEGANCE 
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Top: Bob Soto’s truck picks up guests 


at the front entrance to the Grand Pa- 


vilion. Grand Pavilion check-in. Above: 
The center courtyard of the Grand Pa- 


a:.%¢  vilion has a sun screen, pool, patio bar 


and open air dining for breakfast and 


lunch. Convenient drop-front entry 


from Bob Soto’s Holiday Diver. Bob So- 


to’s Diving shop manager Merciida 


Smith. Left: Grand Pavilion room. 


t was 8:00 pm when | emerged from air- 

port customs and hailed a taxi. The driv- 
er loaded my dive gear into the trunk and 
politely asked, ‘‘where to?’’ When | re- 
plied, ‘Grand Pavilion,’ his eyes bright- 
ened and he broke into a broad smile. 
‘That's a nice place,’’ he said. 

While “nice place’’ may be somewhat 
of an understatement, it is the typical 
comment made about the hotel by Cay- 
man islanders and visitors alike. The 
Grand Pavilion is Grand Cayman’s new- 
est and most elegant resort, yet it is not 
stuffy or snobbish. 

Built and furnished in the grand style of 
a refined European hotel, the Grand Pa- 
villon has already become a favorite 
choice of Hollywood celebrities, govern- 
ment statesmen and corporate execu- 
tives. Yet this magnificent hotel is equally 
cordial to visiting scuba divers, sailing 
buffs and sun lovers. 

A stately facade with white columns 
marks the front of the building complex 
owned and operated by Transnational 
Group. It has been a private host facility 
for many years. When Queen Elizabeth 
and Prince Philip visited Cayman in 1983 
the royal entourage stayed here. In 1985, 
Transnational decided to join Cayman’s 
tourism boom. The Grand Pavilion 
opened its doors to the public on Decem- 
ber 16. 

Settling for nothing less than the best, 
Transnational appointed Bernard Sarme 
managing director of the hotel. Sarme, a 
24 year veteran of the hotel business, 
was formerly associated with the Prin- 
cess in Bermuda, the Emerald Beach in 
Nassau and several other well known re- 
sort facilities. Recently he owned and op- 
erated a number of fine restaurants in the 








U.S. He is a graduate of L’Ecole Hoteliere 
in Lausanne, Switzerland. 

The hotel is a conservative, but stately 
white building reminiscent of a Georgian 
manor. There is ample parking conven- 
iently near the front door. | 

Once inside, one is immediately struck 
by the opulence and style of this regal re- 
sort. The lobby is lavishly furnished in 
marble and mirrors, with a 25 foot high 
ceiling and a staircase leading to the 
rooms. in place of the normal check-in 
counter, there is a carved oaken desk in 
Louis XV style. Service at the Grand Pa- 
vilion is very personalized. 

The hotel consists of 60 rooms and 
four luxury suites in a rectangular config- 
uration with a palatial closed-in court- 
yard. it is just the right size to support first 
class services yet small enough to avoid 
a long wait for any service. 

The rooms are magnificent, each with 
more than $10,000 in furnishings alone. 
The walls, draperies and bedspread are 
stylishly color coordinated in creamy 
tones. Fabrics are French. The furniture 
is all hand-carved and Louis XV in style. 
There is a large color TV and a Satellite 
dish provides reception from the U.S. 
Every room is fully air-conditioned by a 
noiseless central AC system. Telephones 
are installed in every room, with conven- 
ient link-up to either home or office. 

Director Sarme claims the rooms are 
so lovely that guests spend as much time 
in them as they do on the beach. For 
those wanting more sumptuous accom- 
modations, the Grand Pavilion offers four 
master suites, complete with regency 
style canopied bed, two color TVs and 
two telephones. 

The Grand Pavilion has an array of fa- 
cilities. There is an ultra modern confer- 
ence room that can accommodate up to 
250 people. Breakfast and a buffet lunch 
are served daily in an open air restaurant, 
just off the courtyard. There is a scuba 
boutique at the entrance to the courtyard, 
at which visitors can purchase [-shirts, 
candy, magazines and dive accessories. 

One of the most remarkable attractions 
of the Grand Pavilion is the courtyard it- 
self. This expansive area is a combina- 
tion botanical garden, cocktaH patio and 
lounge facility. Guests spend a good deal 
of time here. Fully enclosed by the hotel 
structure, the courtyard is totally private. 
Overhead, a fine mesh screen filters the 
hard rays of the sun, yet permits just 
enough light for moderate warmth and 
diffused illumination. The courtyard is 
filled with greenery, including small trees, 
all types of plants and tropical flowers. A 
few small birds flit from tree to bush as 
though part of a giant aviary. Several Am- 
azon parrots are housed in bird cages 
and there is a waterfall in one corner. 

The center of the courtyard is dominat- 
ed by a large freshwater swimming pool 
that sparkles with clarity. Guests can 
swim, sun and relax in the peaceful envi- 


ronment of a tropical garden. 

In the late afternoon (5:00 to 7:00 pm), 
the courtyard has a festive party atmos- 
phere as the hotel conducts happy hour. 
Drinks are two for the price of one. A buf- 
fet of tasty cocktail appetizers is set up. 


- And, guests are entertained by the musi- 


cal renditions of Chuck & Barrie, a talent- 
ed young duo who play everything from 
calypso to jazz to country. 

The crown jewel of Grand Pavilion is Le 
Diplomat, a formal gourmet restaurant 
just off the hotel lobby. This impressive 
dining room is truly a piece of European 
refinement transplanted to the Caribbean. 
The restaurant is exquisitely furnished 
with polished woods, crystal chandeliers 
and Queen Anne furniture. Place settings 
are sterling silver and made-to-order 
Wedgewood plates. All of the waiters are 
Europeans skilled at their craft. Service is 
prompt and extremely courteous. Dining 
at Le Diplomat is more than just a good 
meal, it is an experience. 

The food at Le Diplomat is precisely 
what you would expect of such a prestig- 
ious restaurant. The seven page menu is 





written in French with English transla- 
tions. The wine list includes 150 different 
choices from a well stocked cellar. 

At least 12 appetizers are served, 
ranging from ballotine of duckling to lob- 
ster crepes in a white wine sauce. Soup 
choices include chilled vichyssoise or 
cream of crabmeat with champagne co- 
gnac. The main courses are a galaxy of 
culinary masterpieces including such 
specialties as breast of chicken in a pep- 
per cream sauce, steak Diane, sauteed 
lobster with whiskey sauce or Chateau- 
briand. These are feasts fit for royalty. 

incidentally, the room service menu is 
by far the best on Cayman. Although a bit 
more limited in selection, room service 
meals are prepared in the kitchen of Le 
Diplomat and are equally delicious. 

Grand Pavilion guests have access to 
a wide variety of recreational facilities in- 
cluding tennis courts, an 18 hole golf 
course and squash courts. While the ho- 


tel is across the road from Seven Mile 
Beach, it does maintain a Beach Club 
complete with 1,000 foot frontage on this 
world famous strand. Watersports in- 
clude parasailing, waterskiing, windsurf- 
ing, Hobie Cat sailing, jet ski rides and 
Sunfish sailing. Complimentary sailing 
lessons are provided with sailboat rent- 
als. The Beach Club is just a few minutes’ 
walk from the hotel or there is a compli- 
mentary shuttle bus service available for 
Grand Pavilion quests. 

One of the major watersports available 
at the Grand Pavilion is, of course, scuba 
diving. Bob Soto’s Diving Ltd. has a dive 
shop right on the premises. Hotel guests 
can stop in at any time of the day and 
make arrangements for trips, gear rent- 
als, U/W camera rentals or a variety of 
other diving services. 

Guests are picked up every morning in 
front of the lobby by the Bob Soto’s shut- 
tle trucks and taken for a two minute ride 
to the beach. The Soto’s fleet of seven 
boats board their passengers right on the 
beach and reach the dive sites within 10 
to 15 minutes. 


Bernard Sarme, managing 
director of the Grand Pavil- 
Cola =i em Olale(e @. mar-laa(-m-) ons 
pear daily at happy hour. 


The morning trip is a two tank dive to 
two different sites. The first is on one of 
Grand Cayman’s many spectacular drop- 
offs such as Trinity Caves, Big Tunnel, 
The Cathedral, Orange Canyon or Sand 
Chute. The second dive is a medium 
depth coral reef such as Aquarium, 
Spanish Anchor, Angelfish Reef or the 
Oro Verde. One tank afternoon dives and 
night dives are also available. 

From the description of this elegant re- 
sort hotel, you might think the Grand Pa- 
vilion is enormously expensive. It can be, 
should you choose to stay in a master 
suite and dine at Le Diplomat every night. 
However, the Grand Pavilion is surpris- 
ingly affordable if you shop wisely. Intent 
on competing with other major Cayman 
hotels, the Grand Pavilion and Bob So- 
to’s Diving Ltd. have designed an attrac- 
tively priced package called the Grand 
Escape Dive Package. It is available in 
three different lengths that vary from 
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= “GRAND ee es: 
DIVE PACKAGE 


wo m ning ae one Ore | 
a ae “unlimited shore diving ss 1 


oa Pe person. double occupancy. eet | 
| room, continental breakfast. ‘reeled! 4 
a aad telephone share pla _— a . 
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THE FOURTH ANNUAL 
GUARANTEED DIVING VACATION 


AGAIN ... NO SURPRISES. NO EXCUSES 
& NO PRICE INCREASE. 


HOLIDAY INN, GRAND CAYMAN and 
BOB SOTO’S DIVING, LTD. 
PROUDLY ANNOUNCE THE 
CONTINUATION OF THE WORLD’S FIRST 
GUARANTEED DIVING VACATION 


The Hotel—Spacious rooms, pool, bar, excellent food & entertainment all located on beautiful 
























/-mile beach. 

The Diving—Bob Soto's Diving Ltd., the island’s only PADI 5-star $ 4 9 G 00 
diving facility picks you up in the most comfortable, drop-front boats - 
available. 

Package Includes—/ nite accommodations « Manager's Rum Punch che esl 4 twa 
Party on Tuesday night © breakfast daily © 6/2 tank dives « 1 night dive December 15, 1986 


@ F/T airfare from Miami © plus much more 


Three nite package Five nite package 
per person, double occupancy $229.00 per person, double occupancy $379.00 
Prices do notinclude the 10% service charge and6% government tax which will be quoted at the time ofbooking. 


All the diving with all the 
comforts—guaranteed. 


aod > No, Write: U.S. Reservations Office, 








The Holiday Inn Grand Cayman, 
poe 5100 Poplar Avenue, Suite 2219, 
Ang Memphis, Tennessee 38137. \\_CAYMAN ISLANDS. Bawa 7” BN 





1-800-421-9999 
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GRAND PAVILION 


three nights to seven nights. 

The package includes room, continen- 
tal breakfast, a two tank boat dive every 
full day of the package, one night dive or 
afternoon dive, a diver’s T-shirt, compli- 
mentary cocktail party and free tennis 
court privileges. The cost of the package 
is comparable to those of many Cayman 
hotels and remains in effect through De- 
cember 14. 

If you want to give yourself and your 
family a real vacation treat, spoil yourself 
with a stay at the Grand Pavilion. For 
more information and Grand Escape 
Package prices, contact: Reservation 
Systems Inc., 6 East 46th St., New York, 
NY 10017. Telephone U.S. toll free (800) 
223-1588 or NY (212) 661-4540. You 
can also call direct to the Grand Pavilion, 
(809) 947-4666. >s 


MARINA DEL MAR 
(Continued from Page 95) 


in this premier Key Largo hot spot. The 
menu includes steaks, ribs, seafood and 
sandwiches. The lounge specializes in 
frozen tropical drinks such as Rum Run- 
ners and Piha Coladas. 

There are 42 slips in the marina, rental 
sail and power boats, as well as charter 
fishing boats. There is usually slip space 
available for divers who wish to bring 
their own boats, but it is wise to reserve 
it in advance just aS you would a room. 
There are lighted tennis courts; a meeting 
room/classroom for small conventions 
and scuba or underwater photo instruc- 
tion; bicycle and moped rentals; glass- 
bottom boat tours; and a tropical clothing 
boutique to further enhance the self-con- 
tained aspect of the resort. 

Ocean Divers occupies a new 7,000 
square foot building along the same ca- 
nal frontage. The second floor of the edi- 
fice houses a spacious retail center; of- 
fices and classroom; the regulator repair 
facility; and Doc’s Galley, a restaurant. 
The ground floor is occupied by a mas- 
sive compressor system with a 100 cfm 
unit, a 70 cfm backup and 30,000 cubic 
feet of air storage. There are also scuba 
equipment rentals; a secure gear storage 
area for guests of Marina Del Mar; a ma- 
rine store; and the newest addition, a re- 
compression chamber used for ad- 
vanced diving courses and diving medi- 
cal seminars. 

The diving and hyperbaric medical 
training programs are operated under the 
auspices of Hyperbarics International and 
conducted by expert Dick Rutkowski. 
This is the only hyperbaric training facility 
open to the public in the United States 
and features a new 60 inch diameter 
chamber. Physicians seeking Continuing 
Medical Education credits are able to 








achieve accreditation in a resort setting 
with courses covering diving accident 
management; mixed gas diving con- 
cepts; physics and physiology; patho- 
physiology; recompression chamber op- 
eration and treatment timetables; and the 
physiological implications of gas laws for 
divers and medical personnel. 


The primary thrust of the Ocean Divers’ 
business has always been in transporting 
divers to the spectacular coral reefs of 
John Pennekamp State Park. These fring- 
ing reefs are at least four miles, and most 
of the best six miles, from the mainland. 
Therefore, diving Pennekamp means 
boat diving, and to that end Ocean Divers 
provides twice daily dive excursions to 
select areas of the marine preserve. 


In addition to resort courses and full 
open water scuba certifications, Ocean 
Divers also offers specialty instruction 
packages including: underwater photog- 
raphy taught by Stephen Frink; deep div- 
ing; wreck diving; boat diving; night div- 
ing; search and recovery; underwater 
hunting and collecting; reef ecology; and 
even an underwater flight school utilizing 
Tekna scooters. All of these specialties 
receive PADI certification. Ocean Divers 
is also the only facility in the Florida Keys 
to offer the PADI Instructor Development 
Courses. This means the candidate can 
receive scuba instruction to the instruc- 
tor, even the master instructor, level. In 
an effort to prepare instructors for their 
future roles in resort management, there 
is a Supplemental program dealing with 
hands-on resort operations. 

In addition to the marina location, 
Ocean Divers also maintains a retail out- 
let on U.S. 1 at Mile Marker 102.5, which 
is shared with Stephen Frink Photograph- 
ic. Ocean Divers uses this location for 
booking dive excursions as well as sell- 
ing dive equipment, T-shirts, postcards 
and miscellaneous accessories. Stephen 
Frink Photographic specializes in under- 
water photography. To that end it main- 
tains the Florida Keys’ most complete se- 
lection of underwater cameras and 
strobes for rent or sale. E-6 film is proc- 
essed daily (Ektachrome and Fuji- 
chrome) and underwater photo instruc- 
tion is offered. A new aspect of the busi- 
ness involves underwater video, with 
both custom videos of dive tours and vid- 
eo rentals offered. Commercial underwa- 
ter photography and stock photo sales 
are also available. 

For further information or reservations 
for the Ocean Divers/Marina Del Mar 
packages please call Ocean Divers at 
(800) 451-1113 or, within Florida, at 
(805) 451-1113. The national toll free res- 
ervation number for Marina Del Mar is 
(800) 451-DIVE and the Florida number 
is (800) 253-DIVE. Local and internation- 
al callers should phone (305) 451-4107. 
Mail inquiries may be addressed to Mari- 
na Del Mar, P.O. Box 1050, Key Largo, 
Florida 33037 or Ocean Divers, P.O. Box 
1113, Key Largo, Florida 33037. > 





At Don Foster’s Grand Cayman, 
summer rates take a dive. 


You'll stay at the fabulous Royal Palms of Cayman 
Hotel on an incredibly beautiful stretch of Seven Mile 
Beach. Enjoy all the amenities of a full-service 
oceanfront dive resort. _ 





e Personalized service...as much or as little as you wish. 

¢ 6 custom “state of the sport boats” to dive from. 

¢ Daily two-tank boat dives. 

¢ Tuesday Treasure Hunt—win a Cayman Dream Vacation. 

¢ One night dive. (with 7-night stay) 

e A one tank afternoon dive with night dive upgrade 
(6 nights stay or less). 

¢ Unlimited airfills for offshore diving. 

¢ Weights, belt and backpack included. 

¢ Boat or van transport at all 7-mile beach locations. 

e PADI/NAUI/SSI/YMCA training facility. 

e Full service underwater photo center/ exciting underwater 
photography shows. 

e Exclusive Scuba Pro dealer/ complete gear rental. 

¢ Duty free shopping. 


Only : | 83 e for 4 days and 3 nights/ $4 34 e for 8 days and 
7 nights (per person dbl. occupancy.) Contact: SCUBA TOURS, INC., 


1-800-526-1394. In New Jersey: (201) 256-9115 
(Gov't. tax and gratuities not included). $c Ai 
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110 foot wall 


a snorkel away from the bar 


— HS rep 
eet As Re ag 


| week...all food... 
unlimited diving...$450 


Other packages available. 
Dive the wreck of the 
Prince Albert, charter the 
43’ live aboard Reef Runner 
and dive all the Bay Islands. 


Call our toll-free number and 
we'll answer all your questions 
and send you a beautiful brochure. 


A family operation. 


Travel arrangements 
800-282-8932 
904-588-4132 FL 


Roatan Honduras Bay Islands 
P.O. Box 877 San Antonio, FL 34266 
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|: Water Works — Chicago 





LA MER/RED SEA 


La Mer Diving Seafari, Inc. of New 
York is offering special Red Sea pro- 
grams in June, July and August. The 13 
day trips include eight days diving from 





the 85 foot Fantasea, two nights in Jeru- 
salem, transfers, tours and tour escort, 
and meals. 

The program will begin and end in Isra- 
el and the boat will visit such sites as Ras 
Muhammed, Gordon Reef, Thomas Reef, 
Jackson Reef, The Temple, Ras Umsid 
and the wreck of the Dunraven. 

For more information contact La Mer 
Diving Seafari, Inc., 823 United Nations 
Plaza, Suite 810, New York, NY 10017; 
(800) DIVE-NOW or in New York (212) 
599-0886. »#te 


DIVI 800 NUMBER 

Divi Hotels has a new toll free number: 
(800) 367-DIVI. Reservations and infor- 
mation for the Divi Divi Beach Hotel, Ta- 
marijn Beach Hotel and Dutch Village 
Luxury Apartments on Aruba; St. James 
Beach Resort, Southwinds Beach Hotel 
and Peter Hughes Dive Barbados on Bar- 
bados; Flamingo Beach Hotel and Casi- 
no, Club Flamingo and Peter Hughes 
Dive Bonaire on Bonaire; Tiara Beach 
Hotel and Peter Hughes Dive Tiara on 
Cayman Brac; and Peter Hughes Under- 
water Curacao can be obtained by calling 
this number in the U.S. and Canada, or 
call (607) 277-DIVI. >t. 


DIVE/SNORKEL 
GUIDE TO HAWAII 


A guide to scuba diving and snorkeling 
in Hawaii has recently been published by 
Destination Hawaii, a non-profit associa- 
tion of 30 dive and snorkel operations 
statewide. The 24 page color guide was 
produced in cooperation with University 





@ 
©) 
“THE BEST SHALLOW WATER WRECK DIVING IN THE WORLD!” 


SOMERSET BRIDGE HOTEL &x SKIN DIVING ADVENTURES 


— OFFER YOU —- “TROPICAL DIVING” only 1% hrs. from the East Coast! 
PACKAGES FROM: CALL DIRECT AND SAVE 


SOD 1-800-468- oo0l 


of Hawaii Sea Grant Extension. 

More than 40 of Hawaii's top diving 
and snorkeling sites, averaging 10 per is- 
land/county, are pinpointed on color 
maps and highlighted in detailed descrip- 
tions. Further details on how to enjoy Ha- 
waii’s diving and snorkeling opportunities 
are also provided. Each Destination Ha- 










ba el Abe Bupeees wail member is listed individually along 
PER PERSON Pr an with the services provided. 
DOUBLE OCCUPANCY Br id ge a a ay sae sas Th d 4 , Ht bk) DASE 
Includes: Hotel *% 2 alias 1 Bi Ia e guide was developed by VDestina- 





tion Hawaii for sale in member shops and 
to the dive and travel industry throughout 
the United States and Canada. Single 


6 boat dives, tank, pac & wits. 5 
nites accommodation, Mon. Rum 
Swizzle Party and more! 





Southampton 8, Bermuda 
PO Box SB 149 


Sandy's 9-20, Bermuda (809) 294-1034 
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copies are available for $3, postage and 
handling included. 

For more information about the 30 
members of Destination Hawaii and to or- 
der the Dive and Snorkel Guide, write to 
Destination Hawaii, P.O. Box 90295, 
Honolulu, H| 96835. >see 


“THE WAY THE CARIBBEAN USED TO BE’ 

VACATION PACKAGE 
A South Seas plantation of palms and private bungalows — The Bay 
Islands’ oldest and largest full-service dive resort. Professional 
boat fleet and personalized dive program — one, two, or three 





Scuba Safari, Grand Cayman's newest 
dive operation, is offering one week dive 


packages. These include private gues- single-tank boat dives per day. Unlimited shore diving. 
thouse for eight days/seven nights, five Tennis, horseback riding, windsurfing and more in an 
two tank dives and a night dive (using a atmosphere of total tropical splendor. 


Tekna vehicle) and airport transfers. 

Scuba Safari also offers personalized 
underwater and topside videos. For more 
information call Jeff Kingstad (809) 949- 
3742 or write to P.O. Box 2029, Grand 
Cayman, BWI. >. 


The only complete photo facility in the 
Western Caribbean: e Daily E-6 
processing e Complete video program 
featuring rentals and personal 
productions 

AKR Executive Offices: 

1385 Coral Way, 

Coral Gables, FL 33145 
SPANISH COVE 1-800-227 DIVE 
PCP Vacation Resorts, Inc. of Miami, = (305) 858 DIVE 


Florida is now handling marketing and JIN FL State Watts: 
“a sae —_ < 
ad 


sales for Spanish Cove Resort on Grand 800-343-DIVE 
ee 
as 

















Cayman. For reservations contact PCP 
Vacation Resorts, Inc., 11774 North 
Kendall Drive, Miami, FL 33186 or call Se 
(805) 274-3956 or (800) 231-4610. | sola sic 

Scott Roe has been appointed director 





of dive operations at Spanish Cove. He 
has been with the organization since 
1983 and has served as training director. 

Russel Pearson is Spanish Cove’s as- 
sistant operations manager and Collin 
Pearson is the photo pro. Scotty Schriner 
is the resort's new director of training. >#¥ 


AQUA ADVENTURES NOW 
Cl WHOLESALER 


Aqua Adventures, the scuba tour oper- 
ator, has been appointed an official re- 
gional wholesaler by the Cayman Island 
Hotel Association. It is featuring diving 
packages to 20 different hotels and con- 
dominiums on Grand Cayman and Cay- 
man Brac. |In addition to featuring scuba 
packages to the Cayman Islands, Aqua 
Adventures offers dive plans to the Baha- 
mas and other islands in the Caribbean. | | (ARR AM’ssy samme _. i ~~ ere _ 

For free brochures and reservations BF Wk ge Ok : anit TROPICAL ADVENTURES 
contact Aqua Adventures, Inc., 318 Lex- = ay ~ a Way - be 
ington Avenue, New York, NY 10016; 
(212) 686-6210. >se 


Ry 
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i ry DIVE. 


...an incredible 
experience 


* Explore the new frontiers of inner 
space—experience the exotic, dazzling and 
dramatic life forms on the Cayman Wall to 
800 feet! 

* Join the professional crews of our deep diving 
submarines on daily expeditions beyond the 
limits of scuba diving in complete safety. 

* Our submarines are dry and at one atmosphere 
throughout your dive—so no previous diving 
experience is necessary. 

¢ A unique opportunity for every photographer and 
marine enthusiast—truly a “once in a lifetime 
experience.” 

¢ Each trip is personalized with only two 
passengers and a pilot—book now to avoid 
disappointment. 


f aR co Sale 


NOW OPERATING 2 SUBMERSIBLES 


For More Information And Bookings, Contact: 


RESEARCH SUBMERSIBLES LTD. 


P.O. Box 1719, Grand Cayman, BWI 


TEL (809) 949-3870, 949-8296 


TELEX 4519 RSL-SUB CP 
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HOTEL LA CEIBA 


Tel. 987-20065, 20815, 20844 
Telex 753 265 CEIBME 


JUNE SPECIAL 
Buy 6 nights, get 1 
night free. June only. 
Call for details. 


COZUMEL’S DELUXE DIVE PACKAGE 
LA CEIBA BEACH HOTEL 
FANTASIA DIVERS 
©7 delicious breakfast & dinners 
©6 exotic beach lunches 
eDaily boat trip to Palancar reef & vicinity 
@One night boat dive 


Complimentary T-Shirt 
Unlimited beach dive at La Ceiba reef 
LINDA FOUNTAIN 
100 N. Central Expy, Suite 500 
Richardson, Texas 75080 
Tel 214 669-1991 
Wattsline 800-621-6830 


Telex 792475 
Price effective May 1 to August 31, 1986 
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COMMODORE CRUISES 


Commodore Cruise Lines is a Miami 
based company that offers a unique pro- 
gram for the scuba diver and snorkeler 
aboard its two ships, the M/S Boheme 
and the M/S Caribe /. 

The M/S Boheme departs St. Peters- 
burg, Florida every Saturday. Each port 
of call offers scuba diving, snorkeling, un- 
derwater photography, video taping, on- 
board instruction and slide shows. All the 
necessary rental equipment is available. 
Instructors can show you how simple it is 
to get good U/W pictures. Instructors are 
very familiar with the underwater sites 
and can assist the experienced photogra- 
pher in finding the best locations. You 
can learn how to scuba dive or snorkel, 
or take a scuba resort course. 

Besides the daily watersports, the 
cruise offers much more onboard enter- 
tainment: gambling casino, dancing, live 
shows, disco, gym and, of course, a vari- 
ety of delicious meals. 

The M/S Caribe | leaves Miami every 
Saturday and visits Cap Haitien, San 
Juan, St. Thomas and Puerto Plata in the 
Dominican Republic. Special snorkel and 
diving packages as well as U/W photog- 
raphy programs are also available. 

For brochures or more information 
write to Commodore Cruise Line Aqua- 
naut Watersports, 241 East Commercial 
Boulevard, Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 33334 
or call toll free (800) 327-8223; in Florida 
(800) 432-8894. >t. 


ATOCHA DIVES 


Through exclusive arrangements be- 
tween Sea International and Treasure 
Salvors, Mel Fisher has agreed to allow 
a limited number of people to dive on the 
1622 treasure fleet site off Key West, 
Florida. This area has been off limits to all 
divers since the discovery of the fabulous 
riches strewn along the seafloor. 

The fleet, containing several richly 
loaded galleons, was sunk by a hurricane 
in 1622 and only recently discovered by 
Fisher. Gold and silver bars, emeralds 
and hundreds of thousands of coins and 
other precious jewels have already been 
located. More than $180 million worth of 
treasure remains to be found. 

In addition to diving the treasure site, 
divers will attend private lectures and au- 
dio/visual presentations and a private 
cocktail party with the divers and staff of 
Treasure Salvors. They will get a behind- 
the-scenes view of the Treasure Museum 
and conservation lab where the treasure 
and coins are being treated and stored. 

Dive tours will be conducted through 
september. Arrangements can be made 
to participate by contacting Sea Interna- 
tional, (800) SEA-DIVE or writing Sea In- 
ternational, 1732 Erie Boulevard East, 
syracuse, New York, 13210. > 





x r. g — ‘ ~ 


—"_ e 
7 ~ 
a S.. 


Every day is a new discovery when you dive Curacao. The weather is perfect 365 days a 
year. The water is in the 70’s except when it’s in the 80’s. Visibility’s unlimited. And what div- 
ing! In fact, it’s difficult to believe that one island offers such variety. Here are Curacao choice 
dive packages. Take the plunge. Everything you ever wanted in an underwater vacation is 
the Underwater Park of Curacao. 


see your travel agent or call: 
The Curacao Tourist Board, 400 Madison Avenue 
Suite 311, New York, New York, 10017 Tel: (242) 751-8266 


MASTERDIVE REEF ADVENTURES 


Sa 

MASTERDIVE REEF ADVENTURES AT THE “<a 
CORAL CLIFF RESORT AND BEACH CLUB 

COME TO OUR CLIFF... WE ARE MASTERS AT DIVING 


Fabulous dive sites of Curacao’s crystalline south coast.A PADI training facility. 


COMPLETE CORAL CLIFF HOTEL/DIVE PKGE ¢ 7 NIGHTS/8 DAYS 
@ 12 boat dives with PADI Divemaster © Oceanview air conditioned room 
¢ Incl. equipment (tank and weight) e Free Coral Cliff colorful diver T-Shirt 
© Unlimited beach dives : Dec. 16—April 16 
¢ 7 Breakfast & Dinner meal plan, incl. Coral April 16—Dec. 16 
Cliff’s fabulous BAR-B-QUE on Sat. night (Non-Dive pkge 
For reservation and information, please contact: 
MASTERDIVE INC. ¢ Phone 54312 ¢ Telex: 3015 CASIM NA or write: P.O. Box 3582 
Fokkerweg 13 ¢ Curacao, Neth. Antilles or CORAL CLIFF RESORT AND BEACH CLUB 
Phone 641610 or write P.O. Box 3782 ¢ Santa Martha-Curacao, Neth. Antilles 


PISCADERA WATERSPORTS 


DIVE PISCADERA WATERSPORTS 
a AT THE 
‘Piscadera CURACAO CARIBBEAN HOTEL & CASINO CURACAO /CAREBEAN 


it Watersports Our Package Include: 
: DIVE FEATURES HOTEL FEATURES 
5 Day/4 Night Package * 4 nights pkg. includes 5 dives e Air conditioned terraced rooms 
$249.00 p/p, dbl. occ. * 7 nights pkg. includes 10 dives © $10 casino voucher 
. * Guided reef dives © Welcome cocktail 
Suan eae ee * All standard equipment ¢ Daytime tennis 
RT MLe howe ee * Certified NAUI dive master 
For booking information contact: Curacao Caribbean 
551 Fifth Ave.* N.Y., NY 10176 °¢ 1-800-635-6673 ¢ in N.Y. (212) 697-7746 
Curacao Caribbean Hotel & Casino * JF Kennedy Bl. * Z/N 625000° TIlx 1146CONCUR N 


DIVE DIVE CURACAO & WATERSPORTS, 
CURACAO & a full service diver’s business, 
at the Princess Beach Hotel & Casino, 
WATERSPORTS just where “Curacao Underwater Park” starts. 
DIRECTOR: Oswaldo Serberi 
7 NIGHT/ 8 DIVE PACKAGE i $503.80 p/p 


Also available: 
3.4.5 & 6 day packages. I a: $349.90 p/p 


ach Reservations and information: 
ciprincess beach PRINCESS BEACH HOTEL & CASINO °¢ Tel. 614944 


Gls? Tix. 1268 ISLES NA. © Dr. Martin Luther King Blvd., Willemstad, Curacao, N.A. 


SUN DIVE 


THE #1 WITH THE PERSONAL TOUCH 


Individual Dive 
6 Dive Package 
10 Dive Package 
Unlimited Diving—8 Day Package ... .$225.00 
All dive packages include one night dive. 
POL] Diver acilon Complete vacation/dive and non-dive packages 
bea also available at Curacao’s largest beach resort. 
HOLIDAY SUN DIVE is located at Holiday Beach Hotel & Casino 
BEACH _ Telex 3407HRCLSN.A., Phone (5999) 624888 
HOTEL & CASINO P.O. Box 130, Curacao N.A. in the Caribbean 
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MARINELAND WRECK 
polls (qm iio) millimetre) mele: Ui{-amm | (Continued from Page 121) 


we've got what it takes up top 


the cliff trail was an obstacle that should 
be avoided if possible. Missing a step 
wearing twin 72s was a treacherous and 
most unpleasant possibility. They con- 
tacted Pat Gibson, the owner of a 24 foot 
boat, and a wreck diver of the first water. 
Pat jumped at the chance to dive a 
‘‘new’’ old wreck! He suggested Larry 
Pierson as his buddy. 

The next Sunday, the quartet of divers, 
plus Pat’s wife, Carla, and son, Troy, ar- 
rived at the wreck site. The divers soon 
followed the anchor over the side into 30 
feet of crystal clear water. Both Glen and 
Bob had spotted and marked portholes 
on the previous weekend, so as Pat's 
welcome to the wreck they decided to 
‘donate’ one to him. Of course, this do- 
nation was on an as-is basis;'‘as-is’’ hap- 
pened to mean it was under a 400 pound 
boulder and partly buried in iron oxide. 
That was fine with Pat—with great gusto, 
he went right to work. Meanwhile, Glen 
was chipping his porthole out with a four 
pound sledge hammer and chisel. Both 
teams of divers were soon obscured by 
billowing black clouds of decomposed 
iron. The pounding and limited visibility 
soon drove Larry to a somewhat cleaner 
and quieter area nearby where he uncov- 
ered several perfect brass spikes. 

There was a brief pause in the fray, for 
fresh tanks, then they went back to the 
wreck. Since Bob was assisting Pat on 
his port, and Glen had the situation well 
in hand with his, Larry decided to search 
shoreward of the main site in an area that 
hadn't been heavily investigated. 

That this shoreward area was virgin 
Call ae on 1-800 854 4767 and discover more about territory became obvious to Larry within 
a few minutes of search. Almost immedi- 
ately he began swimming across large 
structural pieces of iron and then he 
found what appeared to be a firebox of 
the type used with coal-fired steam en- 
gines. This investigation also disclosed 
the outline of a plaque or name plate 
mounted on one crushed side of the fire- 
box, nearly hidden by a moderate cover- 
Capt. State's ing of growth. 
gst BN, yi The plaque was in fairly good shape 
HOWARD iW) | except for a portion of the upper right- 


Dive pls S5 Jounson$ \ | hand corner that had probably been bro- 


- ‘ 
£Z ES Per Person/Per Day Double Occupancy. 1-800-654-2000 ' ken off when the firebox had been 
© Ce Package includes: 305-451-1400 crushed. After a careful cleaning, they 


51 Garden Dr, ° Full Breakfast each morning Key Largo, Fla. Xl) | began to make out the words on the 


e Deluxe Accommodations at Howard Johnson’s ) plate: Shell Iron, Pottstown be Gla rail St 
satel * Complimentary Welcome Drink | Iron Co’s Pottstown, PA. St’d 4 Firebox 


¢ 2 Tank Dive Trip With Atlantis Dive Center Each Day iy | D. Hillman & Son, Tenn. Built by Risdon 
¢ Tanks, Air, Backpack & Weight Belt Ww | /ron Works, San Francisco, Cal. 1878 
This pkg. available May 1st-Dec. 15, 1986. Advance reservations/3 day min. required. \\ lt was a fantastic find and the envy was 
5 Day Bonus Package Call Atlantis Dive Center y Pee Aah ies i ho ap Ne 

) ; it provided new 
Pay for 4 Days 1-800-331 DIVE clues to the identity of the mystery wreck 
Get oth Day Free In Fla. 305- 451. 13 
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and established positively that the 
wrecked vessel was power driven. 
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The final dive of the day was intriguing, 
even after the excitement of the firebox 
plaque discovery. Of course, more hull 
spikes and sheeting nails were recovered 
along with a large brass bearing, several 
pulley block sheaves and some portions 
of rope and rigging. Also recovered were 
several oriental coins, some unbroken 
(out unmarked) plates and a wine bottle, 
intact even to having its cork in place. By 
holding the dark green, long-necked bot- 
tle to the light, they could see the fluid in- 
side. It appeared to have the consistency 
of thin mud and a tentative sniff of the sul- 
ohurous cork rapidly removed any 
thoughts of sampling the brew within. 
One other item was recovered; Bob 
found the base to Glen's lamp gimbal. 
That artifact could now be completed. 

After this day’s diving, the need to 
identify the mystery wreck became the 
immediate goal of the group. Vows were 
sworn that the midnight oil would burn 
until the name of this long forgotten ves- 
sel was brought to light. 

After several weeks of evenings spent 
combing sundry maritime reference 
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Bottles from the Newberne 


works, one of the group members dis- 
covered what looked like a hot possibil- 
ity. An article in a spring 1884 newspaper 
described the burning of the 205 foot 
North Pacific Coast Railroad Company 
ferryboat Saucelito. Though the vessel 
was completely destroyed to the water- 
line, there was some speculation by the 
press that the burned hulk might be 
towed south as a barge, then continue in 
that same position or, perhaps, be rebuilt. 

There were several facts that did, in- 
deed, seem to indicate this might be the 
Marineland mystery wreck. First, size and 
age seemed consistent with what had 
been found. The obvious evidence of the 
fire on board was also supported by the 
Saucelito hypothesis, as well as the pres- 
ence of the oriental coins (they had been 
identified as Chinese) on the wreck site. 
These could logically be associated with 
the large Chinese population of San Fran- 
cisco of the 1880s. Further research dis- 
closed that the Saucelito had been a sin- 
gle ended ferry, specially built for the 
North Pacific Coast R.R. Company in 
New York. After completion she was to- 
tally disassembled and her entire 692 
tons were shipped west to San Francisco 
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Dive Bonaire has the Caribbean’s largest and most 
versatile fleet of dive boats allowing regular access 
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Divi Hotels, 520 West State Street, Ithaca, New York 14850 (607) 277-DIVI 
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~ “Once upon.an island 
not so far away... 


~ INTRODUCING Posada Del Sol... . the inn of the sun. Born on 
a lost island paradise called Guanaja. Gne of the historic and 
scenic Bay Islands off the coast of Honduras, Guanaja 
sweeps from crystal clear undersea gardens to pine clad 
peaks. Posada del Sol offers an intimate resort of 16 rooms 
for the discriminating dive traveler. No noise, no pollution, no 
television, and no automobiles. instead there is glorious sun- 
shine, white sand beaches, friendly people, and a rich undis- 


covered undersea resource and a first class dive operation to e 

i bring it within your grasp. Let us spoil you. Brought to you by 9 
Sethe people who brought you Anthony’s Key Resort. 3 
x 

Inn Of The Sun, Ltd. (305) 858-DIVE 2 
Executive Offices (800) 227-DIVE = 


1385 Coral Way, #302 _ FL Watts (800) 343-DIVE 
Miami, Florida 33145 
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Atlee Evans Clint Ebanks 


Introducing Treasure Island 
Divers—More of What You 
Come to the Caymans to Enjoy. 


The water lover will Double occupancy Call toll free 
find plenty to dive into at 3 nights/ $205* for more 
Treasure Island Divers. 4 nights/ $285* information: 
From May 1 through Au- 7 nights/ $515* 
gust 31, 1986, take advan- 4 persons to a condominium Sy Mw 
tage of these special 3 nights/$145* 
personalized dive pack- 4 nights/$205* == DIVERSS== 
ages: 7 nights/$385* 800-874-0027 
*Per person including: ac- 
commodations, boat dives, 
and unlimited shore dives, 
depending on availability. 
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MARINELAND WRECK 


on 120 railroad cars. Contemporary ac- 
counts showed the Saucelito had the 
honor of carrying president Rutherford B. 
Hayes from San Francisco for the first 
visit of a U.S. president to the Mare Island 
Naval Shipyard in September of 1880. 

The group’s hopes were dashed when 
research to confirm the burned Sauceli- 
to’s trip south, proved the opposite; the 
Saucelito never left San Francisco. 

Hard on the heels of the Saucelito dis- 
appointment came a new excitement 
about another ship, the Newberne. This 
time there was no doubt: the mystery 
wreck was the Newberne. The October 
15, 1893, early morning edition of the Los 
Angeles Times told the story in large type 
across the front page: The steamer New- 
berne wrecked, Ran ashore in a fog at 
Point Vincente (sic), Passengers and 
crew safely landed, vessel miles out of 
her course, bullion saved. 

The article told of the ill-fated ship's de- 
parture from Guaymas, Mexico for San 
Francisco for the Pacific Coast Steam- 
ship Company. She carried 26 passen- 





Newberne skylight bracket and brass nails 


gers, 10 crew and a cargo consisting of 
oranges, tanbark, bales of hides, one- 
quarter million dollars in silver bars and 
a deck cargo of 80 live sea turtles. 

The passengers interviewed by the 
Times reporter told of a pleasant voyage 
with calm seas and a courteous crew. 
When Captain Von Helm was inter- 
viewed, he indicated the only problem 
encountered on the voyage, until striking 
the rocks near Pt. Vicente, was the dis- 
covery of a compass deviation error 
when the Newberne was just south of 
san Diego. But he assured reporters that 
he had felt confident about adjustments 
to the instrument, so much so, that the 
vessel's speed was not reduced when 
she encountered heavy fog just before 
slamming into the rocky shore. The arti- 
cle went on to state that although it had 
been assumed that all the bullion had 
been recovered, a count of the silver bars 
in San Pedro showed that two were unac- 
counted for. [here was more than pass- 
ing comment about the fact that though 








the vessel had encountered no rough 
weather and had suffered no mechanical 
breakdown, she was more than 24 hours 
behind schedule. It was also pointed out 
that this was the third vessel lost under 
Captain Von Helm’s command and de- 
spite his popularity among passengers 
and crew, it seemed likely that the New- 
berne would be the captain’s last ship. 
With the mystery wreck finally named, 
it was easy to find her history prior to her 
loss and a most interesting and exciting 
history it turned out to be. Built in New 
York as the screw steamer United States 
in 1862, she was purchased by the U.S. 
Navy from Wakeman, Dimon & Co., and 
commissioned at the New York Navy 
Yard in June of 1863. Though designated 
as a Supply ship attached to the North At- 
lantic Blockading Squadron, whose usual 
duty was the essential but tedious job of 
carrying officers, seamen, mail and sup- 
plies from northern ports to and from the 
ships of her squadron, she did, on two 
occasions, pursue and destroy Confeder- 
ate blockade runners. After the war, she 
was transferred to the War Department in 
Washington; but shortly afterward, she 
was sold to the Pacific Coast Steamship 
Company. Brought to the West Coast via 
Cape Horn, she shuttled freight and pas- 
sengers until her demise on the rocky Pa- 





Wreck diver’s “treasure”’ 
los Verdes coast. 

Bob, Glen and the rest of the group 
were really excited. It isn't often that West 
Coast divers get the opportunity to dive a 
naval vessel of Civil War vintage. There 
remained only two small mysteries to be 
cleared up. First, there was the obvious 
evidence of fire on the wreck. This puzzle 
was solved by a little more research 
through the local newspaper archives. 
These explained that after all the equip- 
ment that could be reached was sal- 
vaged, the ship was burned so her metal 
fastenings and fittings might be salvaged 
as well. 

The last mystery of the Newberne has 
yet to be resolved—what happened to 
those two missing 25 pound silver bars? 
Glen, Bob and most people who learn the 
story of the Newberne feel that in that pe- 
riod before Social Security, perhaps 
those two bars became severance pay 
for the good captain. On the other hand, 
maybe, just maybe, they are sitting on the 
bottom, waiting. >t 
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Comfortable and intimate dive resort...spectacular diving...beauti- 
ful beach...modern dive facilities... 


Dive Tiara’s new custom designed dive boat will make Little 
Cayman more accessible than it’s ever been before. 


ALL-INCLUSIVE RATES for the utmost in a complete and carefree 
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800-367-DIVI, U.S. and Canada © 


Full cooperation with dive professionals and travel agents. DIV] HOTELS 


Pier Ahaghes 


DIVING INC. 


Divi Hotels, 520 West State Street, Ithaca, New York 14850 607-277-DIVI 
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COZUMEL 


numero Uno 
SCUBA DIVER’S RESORT 
in the 


MEXICAN CARIBBEAN 


Built and run by divers 
for divers. 

On Cozumel Island, 
the Gateway to 
Palancar’s 

underwater 

paradise. 


PACKAGES FOR INDIVIDUALS & GROUPS 
P.O. Box 289 

Cozumel, Q. Roo 

Mexico 77600 

(011-52)(987)20663 
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DIVE 
SUNY AVE 


MAUI-KONA- KAUAI 


Enjoy Paradise — Hawaii’s 
neighbor islands — warm 
sunny days, crystal clear 
surt and spectacular diving 
with the best shops. One 
call will arrange all flights, 
oceanfront condominium 
and diving at a price that 
can’t be beat. 


PROGRAM INCLUDES 


* Roundtrip midweek flights 
to the island of your choice. 


* 7 nights deluxe oceanfront 
condominiums with pool, 
jacuzzi, tennis. Each unit is 
designer furnished and air 
conditioned with complete 
kitchen. 


* 3 days of 2 tank boat dives. 


* Experience lava tubes, 
dropofts, reefs of brilliant 
tropical fish, porpoise, rays 
and even whales. 


TOTAL PACKAGE PRICE 
©) at) OR ,14 ol od Gen Vad be) nal By 
& 69 Q PER PERSON DOUBLE 
OCCUPANCY. 
| INCLUDES WEST 
COAST FLIGHTS 
$949 EAST OF THE ROCKIES 
Island of the Month 
The best variety of Dives in 
Hawaii. The Awesome 
Cathedrals of Lanai. . . 
Spectacular Drop-off of 
Molokini ... Pristine waters of 
Kahoolawe ... And, the 
Beautiful Coral Reefs of Maui. 
Maui-something for everyone! 
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REAL HAWAII 
1-800-367-5108 
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BELIZE 
(Continued from Page 93) 


grouper nearly five feet long! Not just 
once, but at four different anchorages, he 
appeared to share our diving. 

At another site we discovered a huge 
green moray standing erect like some 
huge, swaying blade of grass. Now, this 
was not some paid performer in front of 
a hotel that gets fed every day. No, this 
was a genuine animal in the wild exhibit- 
ing fearless curiosity even when sur- 
rounded by divers. 

At the stupendous drop-off near Half- 
Moon Cay we had crystal clear water, 
which made our deeper dives like space- 
walks, while /s/a Mia literally gleamed in 
the sun above us. Halfway through the 
dive, a friendly barracuda came and hov- 
ered between me and another photogra- 
pher, giving each of us a jaundiced eye 
and a curled lip to contemplate. 

One of Belize’s greatest thrills is the 
Blue Hole. While many groups skip this 
dive to pack in another full day of reef 
photography, those who try it find the 
Blue Hole an awesome experience. Hov- 
ering amid colossal stalactites at 130-140 
feet, a diver is awed by the scale of na- 
ture’s handicrafts. 

It wasn't the giant grouper, or the eel, 
or the curious barracuda, or the ray, or 
even the Blue Hole that made the trip a 
spectacular success for me. On the con- 
trary, it was the sum total of all these and 
many other experiences amid untouched 
corals that took me back to the olden 
days. This can’t possibly last, of course. 
It is too good to escape development. 

Until then, the grand old lady /sla Mia 
will offer you a floating hotel with great 
food, air-conditioning, nice hot showers 
and a caring crew. For the past seven 
years See & Sea Travel and /sla Mia have 
hosted divers for a step back into the 
past. Wouldn't you like to see it before 
this kind of diving recedes into history? 

Isla Mia is unique also because of her 
astonishing record of mechanical reliabil- 
ity. In seven years, See & Sea's divers 
have lost but one day of diving. 

For your precious vacation, why don't 
you plan a trip into the past? On the /s/a 
Mia you will be a pampered guest while 
you dive the last unspoiled treasures of 
the Caribbean. 

For further information contact See & 
Sea Travel, 680 Beach Street, Suite 340, 
San Francisco, CA 94109; (415) 771- 
0077 or call (800) DIV-XPRT. >t. 


FISHEYE VIDEOS 


Fisheye Photographic Services of 
Grand Cayman is offering visiting divers 
videos of their dives. Using state of the 
art equipment for the best color, the tape 








COZUMEL ISLAND 


SINCE 1974 


PADI, NASDS, NAUI, YMCA, SSI, CMAS facilities. 
Certification & courses available. All-inclusive packages 


CALL DIRECT: 011-52-987-21080 
for information and reservations. 
Box 191, Cozumel, Q. Roo, Mexico « Telex 753274. 
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8 DAYS/7 NIGHTS 


per person based on double occupancy 


Diving package includes: e Condo tax & gratuity 
e Instructor dive guides ¢ Daily maid service except Sun. 
¢ 6 days—2 tank boat dives « Fully furnished kitchens 

e Weights, belts, back packs © Other packages on request 


Victoria 


Targavynn 
House 


Manor 


Two Horlds Travel 
1307 First St. Humble, TX 77338 1-800-446-2166 
Texas residents call (713) 446-2166 
| collect for reservations only Ag 





Transportation can be arranged 
Commissions to dive and travel industry 
are fully protected pam 
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comes complete with titles and music. 
According to Fisheye owner, Martin J. 
Sutton, the wreck of the Oro Verde has 





so far been the most popular video loca- 
tion, though he stresses that videos can 
be shot on any of Cayman's dive sites. 

‘Divers are directed throughout the 
dive, to ensure the most professional re- 
sult possible,’ explained Sutton. It is also 
possible for Fisheye to shoot groups div- 
ing with other dive operations on the is- 
land. For full details of this and all other 
Fisheye services, including full dive pack- 
ages, contact Fisheye Photographic 
services, P.O. Box 2123, Grand Cayman 
BW. >t 


CASTELLO/ 
DIVE PARADISE 


Dive Paradise, Cozumel Island, Mexico 
has added Jose ‘'Pico”’ Castello to its 
family of instructors and divemasters. Pi- 
co has been diving for more than 25 
years, has a bachelors degree in marine 





biology and is fluent in both Spanish and 
English. Having spent four years as direc- 
tor of Mexico’s National School of Com- 
mercial Diving, he is now an FMAS in- 
structor trainer, CMAS instructor and is 
completing his PADI training. 

Joining the Dive Paradise team as 
head instructor, Pico will be offering spe- 
cialty certifications in ocean, surf, boat 
and cave diving as well as underwater 
hunting, search and recovery, salvage 
and decompression diving. Knowledge- 
able in all aspects of diving, Pico has au- 
thored more than 200 articles for Mexi- 
co’s leading travel and dive publications. 

For more information, write him at P.O. 
Box 222, Cozumel, Q. Roo 77600 Mexi- 
co or call Bob Goddess, the stateside rep 
for Dive Paradise at (206) 441-3483. >t 
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DIVING INC. 
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800-367-DIVI, U.S. and Canada 


Full cooperation with dive professionals and travel agents. 


DIVI HOTELS 





Divi Hotels, 520 West State Street, Ithaca, New York 14850 607-277-DIVI 


circle #231 on Reader Service Card 


THE WORLD IS SPLIT IN TWO! 


THOSE WHO 
ARE DIVING 
WITH US... 


AND THOSE 
WHO WOULD 
LIKE TO! 


The 95’ ‘Lammer Law’ 
is the world’s most 
luxurious dive boat 
operated by the most 
experienced compa- 
ny in the British Virgin 
fs ares 


pce) BR a3. 
800-648-3393 
800-448-8866 
Trimarine Boat Co. 
aColiit 4 ole) am 
St. Thomas Vi 
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Dive Pennekamp’s Underwater Park 
with Key Largo’s oldest and best charter service... 


Harty Keitg:s 











LIVE-ABOARD MEDICAL 
SEMINARS 


See & Sea Travel is offering three Con- 
tinuing Medical Education seminars on 
Medicine in the Aquatic Environment. The 
dates and vessels are: June 14-21 


AMERICAN DIVING HEADQUARTERS, INC. 





Serving “you” the diver 24 years 


* Dive Pkgs. aboard Cayman Aggressor, August 10- 
* Group Charters * Referral checkout dives 

* Full & half day charters § * Repairs, rentals, air 

* Instruction * Complete pro dive shop 


For reservations or information write: 


Rt. 1, Box 274-B, Key Largo, FL 33037 
Call In Florida 305-451-0037 


TOLL FREE: 1-800-634-8464 


All Major Credit Cards Accepted, Including Telecheck. 





16 aboard Cayman Aggressor, October 
4-19 (Northern Coral Sea) aboard the 
Reef Explorer. 

Ounle. aae'On Reader Service! Ward. eae Seminars offer classroom topics plus 


, | unlimited diving on reefs far from any ho- 
tels. For further information contact See 

TRUK LAGOON TRUK & PALAU & Sea Travel, 680 Beach Street, #340, 
8 days 14 days San Francisco, CA 94109; (800) DIV- 


XPRT. In Californi Il (415) 771- 
$1799.00 $2649.00 Pee alifornia call ( ) 


Includes: Includes: 


ss ALL-CAYMAN PACKAGE 
Air, hotels, diving, transfers & Tax The Cayman Islander Hotel/Bob So- 


‘ to’s Diving and Brac Reef Beach Resort/ 
Call or write the Dive Expert Brac Aquatics have joined forces to intro- 
nee c duce the only dive package that lets you 
= dive the sites of Grand Cayman, Cayman 

Brac and Little Cayman. 

This package is offered through De- 
cember 14 and includes roundtrip air fare 
on Cayman Airways from Houston or Mi- 
ami to Grand Cayman and Cayman Brac. 
Also included is a one to two tank morn- 
ing boat dive per day, unlimited use of 


George and Luana Marler’s tanks for offshore diving, one night dive 


cA O U, AT I a & EF NTR E S per stay, full breakfast daily, boat trip to 


Little Cayman and much more. 
For information contact the Cayman Is- 
lander Hotel/Brac Reef Beach Resort 
reservation office, toll free: Florida (800) 
233-8880 oO: 7- 
VIRGIN ODYSSEY UNLIMITED DIVING tera. bau ete 
explore the B.V.I. on your 8 days/7 nights POSADA DEL SOL 
own private yacht, an Air Conditioned Posada Del Sol is a dedicated dive re- 
endeavour from Tortola Accommodations sort with an emphasis on comfort, con- 
Yacht Charters Unlimited Diving venience and fine dining. It offers coral 
All taxes and service reefs and wall diving just offshore. 
charges included Tan Sahsa is the premier airline serv- 
ing the Bay Islands of Honduras. In rec- 
ognition of the increased traffic to Guana- 
4 9 5 @ O ja, the home of Posada Del Sol, Tan Sah- 
Ss = sa has introduced direct flights from La 
ede Ceiba several times weekly. By connect- 
ing so conveniently in La Ceiba, a whole 
range of simplified travel from major U.S. 
gateway cities such as Miami, Houston 
and New Orleans Is now available. 


ers U.S. 


Canada 
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per person 





ask for Claire Rowe the expert in scuba vacations. For further information, phone (800) 
227-DIVE or in Florida (800) 343- 
DIVE. > 
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TIARA BEACH PACKAGE 


Divi Hotel’s Tiara Beach Hotel on Cay- 
man Brac is offering a package to help 
guests better plan their vacations. Each 
package includes: air-conditioned ac- 
commodations; breakfast, lunch and din- 
ner daily; unlimited bar beverages; wel- 
come cocktail; roundtrip transfers be- 
tween airport and hotel; tennis; use of 
chaise lounges at pool and beach; use of 
bicycles; use of Sailfish, windsurfer and 
paddleboat; and tax and service charge 
on room, meals and beverages. 

The most intimate of all the Divi Hotels, 
Tiara Beach Hotel consists of 30 spa- 
cious, air-conditioned beachfront rooms. 
Each unit features hand crafted Haitian 
furniture, two double beds, private bath 
and a balcony or patio just steps away 
from a beautiful white sand beach. 

Further information is available through 
recognized travel agents or Divi Hotels 
Executive Office, toll free (800) 367-DIVI 
in the U.S. and Canada. >» 


DIVE KEY WEST, JAMAICA, 
GRAND CAYMAN AND COZUMEL 
ALL IN ONE WEEK 


GRAND 
TURK 
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For a lot less than it costs to visit them indi- 
vidually, our 7-day cruises aboard the crisp, white 
ms Bohéme give you four Caribbean ports, a sen- 
sational shipboard experience between them, and 
the opportunity to make four classic dives at loca- 
tions you’ve always admired. Sail from St. Peters- 
burg any Saturday of the year. It’s a great vacation 
with all the food, entertainment and nightlife 
we're famous for. And all the diving included in 
one low price from $785 per person, double occu- 
pancy. Bring your own gear or rent everything 








KITTINA’* 


BRAC REEF TWO FOR ONE 


The Brac Reef Beach Resort on Cay- 













| #_ Managed by Fantasia Divers—un- 
pa limited air during your stay. 


from us. For a free 32-page brochure, dive in- 
formation and reservations, 
call 1-800-327-8223 (in 
Florida, 1-800-432-8894). 


COMMODORE 
CRUISE.« LINE 


Ship’s Registry: Panama 
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DIVER’S DELIGHT 


Sol Caribe* Fantasia Divers 


COZUMEL 


e7 nite accommodations ¢ Buffet 
breakfast daily * 6 two tanks dive 


°1 night dive * Comp. T-Shirt [Pq 


e Mexican fiesta * 1 gourmet din- 
nere6 exotic beach lunches ¢ Tips 
incl. ¢ Valid Apr. 1-Aug. 31, 1986 


53 ~o et per person 


All hotel accommodations and 
diving with all the comforts—guar- 
f anteed, & insurance coverage 


FIESTA AMERICANA 
SOL CARIBE HOTEL 
Cozumel Q. Roo, Mexico, 
Box 259 
Tel. 041452 987 207 00 OR 


1-800-223-2332 


Dives to Palancar, Colombia and 
1 Santa Rosa reefs—professionally 
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man Brac will offer Double Dive Givea- 
ways in June, July and September. This 
special will be for departures from Miami, 
Tampa and Houston. The first diver of a 
pair will pay the special roundtrip air fare 
and discounted hotel and diving for a de- 
sired length of stay and the second diver 
goes free: free air fare, hotel and diving. 
For more information call: Florida (800) 
233-8880 or U.S. (800) 327-3835. >. 


DEGROOT/EXCURSIONES 
AKUMAL 


Johanna DeGroot has joined Excur- 
siones Akumal Dive Center as one of the 
senior PADI instructors. DeGroot, who 
holds Dutch and Canadian citizenship, 
was certified in 1979. She has been a 
dive instructor in the Cayes in Belize, with 
Lucky Divers in Israel, Aquamarine Diving 
Centre in Egypt and aboard a chartered 
dive boat in the Red Sea. Prior to these 
positions, she taught diving at the Univer- 
sity of Ottawa in Ontario, Canada. 

Excursiones Akumal Dive Center, with 
more than 12 years of activity in the Mexi- 
can Caribbean, is about an hour’s drive 
south of the Cancun airport. > 


HABITAT SHOOTOUT 
PACKAGE 


Cap'n Don's Habitat on Bonaire, Neth- 
erlands Antilles is offering a seven night 
package for divers to participate in the 
Nikonos Shootout from May 31 to June 7. 
The price includes cottage accommoda- 
tions on a four person basis, six guided 
photo dives by boat, six breakfasts, 
transfers, taxes, tips and service charg- 
es. For groups of 11, the leader goes free 
and groups of 16 get two persons free. 

Contact Habitat at P.O. Box 237, Waits- 
field, VT 05673; (802) 496-5067. ~# 


Luxurious rooms and suites on the 
beach. Bar and Dining Room open 
from 7 a.m. until ? Freshwater 
Swimming pool and beach bar. Com- 
plete watersports facility - sailboats, 
wind surfers, power boats, gift shop 
and gourmet shop, motor scooter 
rental, Sauna and exercise room. 
Island tours. For information and res- 
ervations contact The Turks and 
Caicos Reservation Center, 4197 Bra- 
ganza Ave., Coconut Grove, FL 
33133 305-667-0966 or Hotel Kittina 
809-946-2232 Grand Turk Island, 
Turks and Caicos B.W.I. 


Pur. SERVICE FACILITY 
SUPERIOR DIVING 


MIKE 
SPILLAR 
Me 





circle #237 on Reader Service Card 
SKIN DIVER MAY 1986 137 











DP -y om, 









Bayman Bay Club 


Guanaja, Bay Islands, Honduras 


The Best Value in 
2 
Dive Travel 
Individual cottages with ocean view 
Private beach /windsurfers/sunfish 
New 40’ custom dive boat 
6 days/7 nights 
two boat dives per day e unlimited shore/reef diving 
one boat night dive « 3 meals daily 
mid-week sunset cruise « picnic boat dive outing 
Sat. night disco in Bonacca e r/t transfers: 
La Ceiba - Guanaja - La Ceiba 
595° Dec./May 525” June/Nov. 
non-divers 445° 










> Gg rte 4 / JS —y Call or write Today! 
wi : Bayman Bay Club U.S. Office 


rt 
Nm NOD . - | 1 Isle of Venice-206, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33301 
A\ Gwilized Resort in a Jropical Jungle 'B00-524-1623; Florida: (305) 525-6413 
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DIVE the wreck 

of the RHONE. 

the CHIKUZEN 

and much, much 
more! 


VIRGIN GORDG 
RRIitisn VIRGIN 
islannds 


8 Day, 7 Night 


Hotel, Dive packages. 
from $320. per person* 


~~ PHOTO MARINE 
7 (404) 952-1011 
1475 Terrill Mill Rd., Marietta, GA 30067 


* Hotel taxes & gratuities extra 


P.O. Box 1040, Virgin Gorda Yacht Harbour 
Virgin Gorda, British Virgin Islands 
(809-49) 55513, 1-800-387-4964 





circle #239 on Reader Service Card circle #240 on Reader Service Card 









rs of the 


every month with 


Skin diver 


Explore the Wonde 
(Underwater World 


MOVING? 


DON’T MISS A SINGLE ISSUE OF SKIN DIVER 
Let us know your new address right away. Attach an old mailing label in the space 
provided and print your new address where indicated. 

QUESTION ABOUT YOUR SUBSCRIPTION? 

When you write, be sure to include a label. It helps us serve you more promptly. 
TO SUBSCRIBE OR EXTEND YOUR SUBSCRIPTION- 






















Check the appropriate boxes below: ATTACH 
0 New subscription. Please allow 4-8 weeks for your first copy to be mailed. 0 Renewal L ABEL 
subscription. Please include a current address label to insure prompt and proper 

extension. HERE 


O 1-year $15.94. This rate limited to the U.S.A. and its Possessions. 0 Payment 
enclosed or O Bill me. 


MAIL TO: SKIN DIVER 
6725 Sunset Bivd., P.O. Box 3295, Los Angeles, CA- 90078 


Name 
Address 
City 





(If label is not handy, print OLD address in this space.) 









Zip 
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Across The Currents 


We All Cast The Nets 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY HOWARD HALL 





n a calm, foggy night in October, 
hundreds of blue sharks, thresher 
sharks, swordfish and other great fish 
swam north and south on courses that 
would take them between California’s 
Anacapa and Santa Cruz Islands. They 
were among the ocean's elite predators, 
often ranging thousands of miles through 
the trackless nocturnal void of open sea. 
But unlike countless other nights when 
these animals followed routes through 
the Channel Islands, a trap had been set. 
That night our radar revealed 16 fisher- 
men had set their nets before the four 
mile pass between the two islands. Al- 
though fishermen have been using nets 
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since before recorded history, these nets 
were new and different. Each was one 
mile long and nearly 100 feet high. Unlike 
most gill nets, these were not anchored 
to the bottom but were adrift in the open 
sea. They are called drift gill nets and, 
since 1978 when they were introduced to 
California, they have proven highly effi- 
cient in the capture of two prized food 
fishes: the swordfish and the thresher 
shark. The introduction of this new fishing 
technology has added fuel to a raging 
controversy among environmentalists, 
sportfishermen and commercial fisher- 
men over the use of all gill nets to exploit 
California's resources. 

Dawn. was only three hours away. We 
searched the darkness just a few yards 
off our bow for the buoy that marked this 
end of the net. One mile distant, the deck 








lights of the fishing boat were just visible 
through the lifting fog. Finally, Tom 
Campbell located the buoy with his dive 
light and David Weiss and | slipped into 
the water. David would record the num- 
bers and species of fish we found in the 
net and | would film them. The footage 
would be used in a documentary David is 
producing entitled Ocean of Dreams. 
Tom would follow as a safety diver to 
help should one of us become ensnared. 
When | reached the buoy | shined my light 
down the line that tethered it to the net. 
The line disappeared into the darkness. 

I've never felt entirely comfortable 
dropping into ink black water in the open 
ocean with the bottom thousands of feet 
below. With my camera, movie lights and 
batteries, | felt a bit out of control; the 
weight of my equipment pulled me down 
at a slow but accelerating velocity. | felt 
as if | might continue to fall even after 
pressing the inflation button on my buoy- 
ancy jacket. But, at 30 feet the beam of 
my light encountered the top of the net, 
giving my eyes and mind a welcome ob- 
ject to focus on. | leveled off at 60 feet 
and, after being joined by Tom and Da- 
vid, began swimming along the net. 

since the net was drifting free it hadn’t 
maintained a straight rectangular configu- 
ration. It was convoluted: bending, twist- 
ing and even folding back upon itself. 
With only the ten foot beams of our lights 
to see by, it was easy to get lost within the 
folds or find oneself separated from the 
surface by seemingly endless panels. If 
we touched the net, it would grasp us like 
a spider web. 

Once David turned away from a fold in 
the net and the buckle of his right fin 
brushed the mesh and caught. Instinc- 
tively, he pulled to free himself, but in an 
environment influenced little by gravity, 
this only succeeded in pulling him farther 
into the net. Tom came quickly to David’s 
aid and, after a few minutes of very care- 
ful work, David was free. Alone, he might 
have drowned. 

something white reflected the beam of 
my light ahead. With a few more strokes 
of my fins | could see it was a blue shark. 
Three yards farther there was another 
blue shark and yet another a few yards 
beyond that. David would count 32 blue 
sharks in the net that night and we swam 
less than half its length. 

Blue sharks have no commercial value. 
Drift nets are set for swordfish and 
thresher sharks. But, unfortunately, the 
nets kill non-commercial species just as 
efficiently as they kill commercial ones. 
Most blue sharks caught in the nets die 
of suffocation and exhaustion during the 
night. But those that survive to be pulled 
in at dawn are often killed by the fisher- 
men to facilitate their removal from the 
net and to ensure they don’t foul the net 
in the future. 

Descending past the 15th blue shark, 
the beam of my light found a swordfish. 
It was a magnificent creature nearly 12 
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THE KEY WEST RESORT’S ; 

° % 

OFFSHORE SERVICES OCEANSIGE Announces the Newest % 
DIVE CENTER Marina DIVE ADVENTURE 
Located at CHS in the Keys! 


The Research Dive Vessel MORE BOTTOM TIME 


In Cooperation with TREASURE SALVORS INC. 
Presents 
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EXCITING 2 DAY TRIP INCLUDES 

2 Dives on one of Mel Fisher's 1622 Treasure ships 

3 Dives in the Dry Tortugas and an Island Party 

Authentic Ballast Stone Artifact as a Souvenir 

Meals and Lodging aboard the MORE BOTTOM TIME 
Guided tour of Mel Fisher's Treasure Museum 
Archaeological and Maritime History Seminar 

Tour of Ft. Jefferson in the Dry Tortugas 
All For Just $325.00! 
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Now happening at 5950 Maloney Ave., Key West, Florida 
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at a Dive! Statia! 


9) 
ox The Caribbean’s greatest diving! Featured Skin Diver 4/86, the 
O Dutch West Indian Island of St. Eustatius (Statia) is a virtually 
6) O:? virgin dive site with wall, reefs, wrecks, submerged warehouses, 
0 CO and photogenic fish, including the Flying Gunnard! 
ie) » the Caribbean’s greatest inn! Recommended by Gourmet Magazine, 
» The Old Gin House has 20 rooms, 2 congenial bars, and fabulous 
O Q@ food, including candlelight dinners with wine! Right on the water, 
o 










it sports a fully-equipped in-house PADI & NAUI dive facility 
5 under the management of Surfside Watersports, Ltd. 

* Great dive packages! Call Surfside for low summer rates and full 
4 details 800-468-1708 (Pa 717-346-6382) or write airmail 


The Id Gin House st Eustatius, Netherlands Antilles 
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UNLIMITED DIVING 


How many dives can 
you handle? We do 
that many and more. 
You don't have to do 
every one, but it’s hard to resist some of the best diving 
in the world. Anchoring on the dive sites means no lugging 
gear, no sandy beach dives and more diving day and 
pri Let us push you to your limit. 


BEST DOLLAR VALCUE 
12 Double Staterooms 
Fully Airconditioned 
Cinlimited Diving 
Guaranteed Diving 
Night Dives 
TV Movies & Games 
Sun Deck & Bar 
OOOOOCOOOOOOCOOOOOOOOQ0O000C0O 
Call Toll Free 
800/526-1394 
800/524-2027 
In NJ 201/256-9115 


—\ Tropic bird 

ae. pens ES ip 
| = Vier ee aaa 
THE live-aboard dive boat 

in the British Virgin Islands. 
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EAST END — GRAND CAYMAN 
Dive The Famous North Wall, 
Wrecks, The Maze, Snapper Hole, 
Garden of Eels and Many More... 
UNLIMITED SHORE DIVING 
All Rooms Beach Front, A/C, Ceiling Fans 


Seaspace ‘86: 

the major sport diving 
event in the 
southwest. 

A symposium on 
underwater activities. 
film festival, and 
photo contest 


Featured speaker: 
Jean-Michael Cousteau. 


DIVERS $80.00 p/p 


daily M.A.P. 
Jiye Non-divers Deduct $20.00 


Tortuga wsinsn 
Club 


usa. 1-800-327-8223 
Frank Conolly, G.M. 


Shamrock Hilton Hotel 
June 7-8, 1986 





For more information contact: 
Seaspace P.O. Box 3735 


ria 1*800-432-8894 Houston, Texas 77253 


A HOST HOTEL FOR 
NIKON’S SHOOTOUT ~ 
HABITAT U.S.A. | City: 
P.O. Box 237 
Waitsfield, VT 05673 
802-496-5067 


State: 
Zip: 
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GILL NET 


feet in length, perhaps weighing 1,000 
pounds. Its sword was nearly five feet 
long and had edges as sharp as a 
scythe. It had been a powerful and intelli- 
gent fish and | tried to imagine it acceler- 
ating through the darkness trailing a 
green comet's tail of bioluminescence; 
rushing into a school of mackerel, using 
the sword to strike them down before 
turning to eat them. 

But like blue sharks and other pelagic 
fish, swordfish are incapable of swim- 
ming backward. In the open ocean these 
animals have no natural need for this abil- 
ity. SO upon encountering the net, the 
swordfish rushed forward against its 





Drift gill nets are an efficient method of 
capturing prize species like swordfish. 


bonds, slashing its unseen foe with its 
sword and expending its dying efforts 
driving itself deeper and deeper into the 
mesh until it was hopelessly ensnared. 

As | filmed the swordfish, | could feel 
Tom’s hand on my shoulder and | could 
tell something was making him nervous. 
After finishing the sequence, | turned to 
see what was bothering him. He pointed 
the beam of his flashlight into the black 
water behind us and made a pantomime 
of biting jaws with his hand. | immediately 
understood the problem. The net was not 
just a passive trap. Once the first caught 
animals began to struggle against the 
mesh, the net began to actively attract 
prey. In the darkness Tom was seeing 
sharks. Fortunately, operating an under- 
water movie camera demands full con- 
centration, leaving me little time to worry 
about the possibility of being eaten. | left 
that problem to Tom’s skill as a safety 
diver and to his good judgement. 

Before ascending we encountered a 
variety of other species including two 
hammerhead sharks, three thresher 
sharks, a sea lion and a manta ray. | think 
the sea lion bothered David and Tom 
most of all. People naturally feel a greater 
kinship with a warm blooded animal than 
with the cold blooded fish. But it was the 
sight of a manta ray trying to fly free of the 
web that really struck me. It was the first 
manta ray | had ever seen in California 
waters, but in the Sea of Cortez one had 
once permitted and even encouraged me 
to ride its back as it circled the Maris/a 








seamount. It had been my finest hour un- 
derwater. So, | was deeply saddened to 
see this creature so ensnared. 

On that night, the fisherman did well. 
His net produced four swordfish and six 
thresher sharks. But for every fish that 
went into his ice hold, many more were 
thrown back into the sea. At dawn, as the 
net was being pulled, we watched from 
beneath the fishing boat as blue sharks 
rained down, followed by the sea lion and 
the last lifeless glide of the manta ray as 
it spiraled toward the ocean floor. 

For those of us who dive and enjoy the 
Submarine environment for its aesthetic 
value, there is something dreadfully 
wrong with this kind of wasteful killing. 
But defining the problem and placing 
blame is not easy. Superficially it would 
seem that the fishermen are obvious vil- 
lains. But the fishermen may be the last 
to blame. They are trapped by the laws of 
economics. They are obliged to use the 
most efficient means available of catch- 
ing fish. If they favor more primitive fish- 
ing methods, they can’t compete and 
may go bankrupt, forfeiting their boats 
and the freedom of life on the sea. 

Until 1978 when the drift gill net was in- 
troduced, swordfish were taken by har- 
poon. This was a highly selective form of 
fishing and ensured that only swordfish 
were taken and only in adult sizes. But 
when the drift net was introduced, har- 
pooners began catching fewer fish, the 
price of swordfish went down owing to 
the increased supply and the harpooners 
(who fervently hated the nets) were 
forced to give up their way of life. 

Tom Brown is a professional fisherman 
who made his living hunting swordfish 
with a harpoon. He remembers many 
years when he killed more than 200 fish. 
In 1978, the year the drift net was intro- 
duced in California, Brown had a good 
season. The following year, however, he 
took less than ten percent of his average 
and bitterly held the drift nets responsi- 
ble. In 1983 less than 500 of the 20,000 
swordfish taken in California were taken 
by harpooners: The rest were taken by 
drift nets. 

Today Brown goes to sea with a drift 
net instead of a harpoon. You might ask 
yourself what you would have done when 
faced with the loss of your boat and liveli- 
hood. Some fishermen walked away from 
a lifestyle passed down through genera- 
tions. Others went to the nets. 

There are two issues at question over 
the use of gill nets. One regards the 
health of marine life populations. Accord- 
ing to Dennis Bedford of the California 
Department of Fish and Game (DFG), 
there are now more than 230 permits in 
California allowing the use of drift nets. 
During any good night at the peak of the 
season there could be more than 100 
miles of net cast in the paths of Califor- 
nia’s open ocean marine wildlife. Most of 
these animals are predators that occupy 
the top of the food chain, exist in more 








DISCOVER COZUMEL 


BOTH ABOVE & BELOW THE BEST DIVE EXPERIENCE IN THE CARIBBEAN 
For air reservations, hotels & diving check our service and rates, 


8 days 7 nights «==... 


VISTA DEL MAR $315 SUITES COLONIAL $365 
MAYA COZUMEL $315 BAHIA $390 
HOTEL BARRACUDA $350 LA CEIBA $469 


Private apts. $340 





Price includes: * transfer from airport 
"6 days two-tank dives with lunch * weights, belts, tanks & bacpacs 
* unlimited beach diving * guide on boat dives 
"15% Mexican tax “one night dive (light extra) 
" choice of all day dive with lunch or two dives morning or two dives afternoon. 


Five fast dive boats—A PADI Certification facility 


CALL COZUMEL CONNECTION U.S.A., INC. 


713-621-1596 
US 1 800 433-0099 
P.O. Box 890464 e Houston, TX 77289-0464 


Group rates and commissions protected. 
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MALDIVES $1975. 


16 days full board, inc. 13 days unlimited diving 
For information call: 
800-526-1394 In NJ (201) 256-9115 
The Flying Fish Diving Travel/Scuba Tours, Inc. 


Land/Dive package $1394 Non-Diver $1274 Sidney—Brisbane—Heron Is- 
land—Honolulu Departures May 17—July 6—August 17. Dive package in- 
cludes 12 nights hotel- 2 dives per day and all meals on Heron—Sightsee- 
ing—Transfers (incl. helicopter), Single supplement $245. Airfare additional/ 
Family rates. SEA CROWN INC., 120 Sioux Lane, Los Altos, CA 94022 
(415) 940-6859 (800) 227-8888 — Extensions to New Zealand and Fifi 









BONAIRE’S 


BACHELOR’S BEACH APTS. 


THE DIV ER’S CHOICE 


LUXURY 


“Having our own 
private pier allowed 
our family to en- best and most beau- 
joy the underwater tiful on the island.” 
beauty of Bonaire H. Willis 

even more.” § Dallas, Texas 

Dr. M. Smith ~—e 
McClean, VA 


“Your oceanfront 
apts. are by far the 


PRIVACY 


“We found Bachelor's Beach Apts. an inexpensive and relax- 
ing way to spend our dive vacation.” L. Gattling NY 


Reduced airfares available with our IT number. 
FOR RESERVATIONS & INFORMATION CALL OR WRITE: 


BACHELOR’s BEACH APTS. ¢ 4622 Charleston Terrace N.W. * Washington, D.C. 20007 


(202) 338-0690 
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P.P. DBL. OCC. 


7 NIGHTS $634.00* 
EXTRA NIGHT $70.00* 





¢ 3 or 7 nights at Spanish 
Cove Resort in Grand 
Cayman Island in air conditioned room * Roundtrip airfare 
from Miami via Cayman Air ¢ Roundtrip transfers between air- 
port and hotel « Buffet breakfast daily * Morning (2 tank) boat 
dive daily * Tanks, backpack & weightbelt with each dive 
Free T-shirt ¢ Welcome cocktail 
INC. 


PCP VACATION RESORTS 
la 1-800-231-4610 
LL MIAMI e 274-3956 


*Prices are per person, double occupancy. 
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DO NOT DIVE"... 


Until you've tried our 


YOUR DIVING 
INSURANCE SPECIALISTS 


® Life 

® Health 

® Disability Income 
® Pensions 

® Investments 

® Financial Planning 


Standard Rates In Most Cases 


SCHEIN & ASSOCIATES 
29 Murray PI./Merrick, NY 11566 
Ph. # Days 516-488-1000 x203 
Eves 516-379-1182 
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_, NEW! DIVE TITES! 


A multi-use suit perfect for 
cold water insulation, 
warm water dives 
and beach wear! 


At last, a lightweight, skin tight, hi stretch, nylon lycra 
action suit! Acts as a warm water wet suit. Used as cold 
water insulation under regular suits. A/lows ease of entry 
into wetsuits. Uses: before/after diving wear, exercising, 
snorkeling, waterskiing, windsurfing, boatwear, scuba 
diving, swimming, sailboarding, surfing, cycling — ALL 


State of the ® (GUNSHOT 


Art ‘‘Sea Belt’a DIVING BELT) 


1000 Denier Cordura cloth, dbl-stitched with Dacron thread, abra- 
sion resistant, unaffected by rot or mildew. Features: Easy fill-up 
spout; Self-locking gunshot passage; Halfmoon-shape that locks 
belt in place (accommodates standard diving backpack). 
SIZES: Small 25-30, up to 22 Ibs. 
Medium 29-35, up to 30 Ibs. 
Large 34-40, up to 37 Ibs. 


FREE solid brass goody bag snap hook. 
Send $26.95 + $2.50 postage (check or money order) to: 
IMAGES D’ AVANT GARDE 


110 Mariner Green Dr., Dept. 486 


Corte Madera, CA 94925 (415) 924-9144 
Calif. residents add $1.77 sales tax. Full money-back guarantee. Madein Califor- 
nia. Dealers inquiries welcome. Gunshot not included. Orders shipped immediately. 
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IN ONE SUIT. Comfortable & colorfast, they drape body Dive Tites 
contours & will keep their shape indefinitely. Perfect for Provide 
travel. Neutral in buoyancy. Protection 
Order before June 30, 1986 and ‘coral cuts + jellyfish 
“win “stings 


pay only $39.95 for each Dive Tite! 





















“abrasions * chafing | 
RCLE THE SIZE 


SMALL MEDIUM LARGE X-LARGE 
Women S | 4'10"-5'4" 5'0"-5'6" 5'2"-5'B" 5'4"-5'10" 
Sizes 90-120 Ibs. 1110-140 Ibs. | 130-160 Ibs.| 150-180 Ibs. 
Men's SMALL | MEDIUM | LARGE | X-LARGE 
Sizes 5'2"-5'8" 5'4"-5'10" | 5'6"-6'0" 5'8"-6'2" 
130-160 Ibs.]| 150-180 Ibs.| 170-200 Ibs. /190-220 Ibs. 
2. CIRELE THE COLOR 
Blue 













Black Pink Yellow 


w/yellow w/black w/blue w/yellow w/pink 
stripe Stripe stripe stripe stripe 


3. SEND A CHECK, MONEY ORDER, CREDIT CARD 
TAX 


CA Resdents 
must add 6% 
SHIPPING, 
HANDLING 
Credit Card # Exp. Date 
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Blue 

















City, State, ZIP 





ORDER TOLL-FREE 
1-800-367-7776 
Outside CA 1-800-348-8379 after 8am (CA time) 
Please have your VISA or MC ready 





Use our easy order form! 
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GILL NET 


limited numbers than lower species and 
may procreate slowly. 

Bedford believes that the drift net fish- 
ery may already have had a significant 
impact on the thresher shark population. 
The DFG’s current study of drift net catch 
Statistics suggests thresher numbers are 
rapidly declining owing to the effective- 
ness of the nets and the animal’s slow re- 
productive rates. But gaining an under- 
Standing of the population dynamics of a 
pelagic species is not easy. Yearly 
changes in the water temperatures and 
current patterns greatly influence the 








The problem with these nets is they de- 
stroy other animals than the species 
sought. Like this sea lion, they blunder in- 
to the nets and become entangled. 


movements of open ocean predators. It is 
difficult to prove that a drop in the catch 
of a species is the result of overfishing 
when it could be said that the population 
is simply elsewhere that year. Studying 
these populations takes years and is very 
expensive. But Rob Collins, another DFG 
official, says the California Department of 
Fish and Game has only enough funds to 
respond to crisis situations. ‘“‘We have 
enough money to fight fires, but not 
enough to prevent them.’ 

One of the issues is moral. Can the in- 
cidental death of non-commercial spe- 
cies on such a large scale be justified? Is 
it wrong to kill dolphins in nets but all right 
to kill tens of thousands of blue sharks? 
Should we be concerned with the deci- 
mation of a fish population if the species 
is not yet endangered and the fish has no 
commercial value? 

The drift net is but one of many kinds 
of gill nets being used along the Cailifor- 
nia coast. Some are anchored in deep 
water for rockfish, others are set in shal- 








low water for halibut or white seabass. 
The fisherman sets his net with a specific 
fish in mind. But there is usually an “‘inci- 
dental’ catch of unwanted animals that 
may include seals, dolphins, diving birds 
and even whales. During one expedition, 
| dived eight inshore (anchored) nets. The 
fishermen had been very unlucky. In all 
eight nets | saw a total of three market- 
able fish. But the incidental species had 
been even less lucky. In one net alone | 
saw nearly 100 bat rays, yet not one mar- 
ketable fish. When the fishing boat left for 
better fishing grounds the bat rays had 
been returned to the sea: lifeless effigies 
of creatures once capable of U/W flight. 

In recent years | have dived in the wa- 
ters of Japan and the Philippines and 
have witnessed the pathetic effects of ov- 
erfishing coastal waters. We are very for- 
tunate in California. Although the giant 
black seabass, the white seabass and 
several other beautiful species | remem- 
ber seeing often two decades ago are 
essentially absent from these waters to- 
day, the environment remains bountiful 
and healthy. Yet with the astronomical 
growth in the demand for seafood and 
the proliferation of gill nets and other 
advanced fishing technologies, | fear | 
may live to see the day when our marine 
wilderness is a lifeless shadow of its for- 
mer majesty. 

Two bills recently passed in the state 
legislature are steps in the right direction. 
Assembly Bill 307 places a moratorium 
on the issuing of general use gill net per- 
mits and AB 2199 places seasonal re- 
strictions on areas fished by drift gill nets. 
But in 1981 there were only 341 general 
use gill net permits in existence. Today, 
with the moratorium, there are 900. And, 
ten years ago there was no such thing as 
a drift gill net. 

| congratulate our legislators and the 
DFG for these efforts. But, | doubt these 
measures will prove sufficient to prevent 
the economics of the seafood industry 
from further damaging the California ma- 
rine wilderness. Every night, thousands 
of dead and valueless creatures will be 
dropped over the side of gill net boats to 
decay on the ocean floor—the casualties 
of supply and demand. 

Hanging over the abyss that night, star- 
ing into the nearly lifeless eye of the great 
swordfish, | felt anger. | wanted to hold 
somebody responsible for the destruction 
of this great fish, the manta ray, the sea 
lion and the dozens of graceful blue 
sharks the net had caught. But while 
swimming back to our boat, | realized that 
some, if not most of the responsibility 
must certainly be placed on the should- 
ers of we who sit down to a meal of 
swordfish, seabass, halibut or thresher 
shark. We must remember that these ani- 
mals are not grown on a farm or raised 
on a ranch. When eating seafood, most 
of the time we are eating wildlife. And, in 
doing so, we ourselves participate in the 
casting of the net. > 
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CAYMAN BRAC, B.W.L. 


NOW OFFERS: 
FREE DIVING! FREE ROUNDTRIP AIRFARE! 
FREE HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS! 


The first diver will pay the special roundtrip airfare, discounted hotel, 
diving & the second diver goes FREE. 


Miami Houston 


*249* °365* 


Prices from Tampa also available. 


*Per person rate based on two people traveling together for 4 days/3 nights. 
Package valid June, July & September ‘86. Prices subject to change without notice. 


FOR RESERVATIONS & INFORMATION CALL TODAY 
FL 800-233-8880 m USA 800-327-3835 
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V.I. DIVERS, LTD. 
oo CROIX, ad.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS 


« $239 PERSON 









SUMMER 
DIVE PACKAGE 


Combine the Caravelle Hotel and V.I. Divers for the greatest dive vacation of your life. Located on 
the water in historic Christiansted, the Caravelle offers 45 spacious rooms with a/c, telephones, ca- 
ble TV, and an enchanting view of the Caribbean. Boat leaves directly from hotel each day. 


NEW BRAIN STORM I 


St. Croix’s newest and 
fastest dive boat. 
Now dive all of St. Croix 
in comfort and style, 
including the new West End wreck. 


V.I. Divers, Ltd. Pan Am Pavilion 
Christiansted, St. Croix 

vi d.S. Virgin Islands 00820 
For reservations & info call: 


800-524-0410 (809) 773-6045 
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BOTTLES 


FROM THE SEA 


Part Il: Examples 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY WILLIAM B. GILLIES 





This is the second segment of a two 
part series on bottle diving. The first part 
appeared in the April issue of SDM. 


he year 1659: Richard Cromwell was 
Lord Protector of England and the 
restoration of the monarchy was to take 
place the following year. The plague and 
the great fire of London were six and sev- 
en years in the future, respectively. Phillip 
IV occupied the throne of Spain while 
Louis XIV ruled France. The Eagle, a ship 
carrying colonists from Britain to what 
were then the American colonies, ran up 
on the North East Pointer Breakers at 
Bermuda and was lost. 
During work at the wreck site a moder- 
ate number of small case-type bottles 





An old bottle can be restored from pieces 
if it can be identified and a model is avail- 
able (preferably from the same site). 


were found, many with the corks still in 
place. Unfortunately, none reached the 
surface intact despite the utmost care 
taken with excavation. These bottles 
were deeply buried in fine sediment, their 
sides had been very thin and the glass 
was probably soda-lime. Although this is 
the worst possible combination of condi- 
tions, some large pieces, principally the 
top portions and bases, were brought up. 
They proved to be in very poor condition 
and those left untreated crumbled to dust. 

One day a classic shaft and globe bot- 
tle was recovered from the gray mud be- 
neath one of the cannons. As it was 
picked up, one side collapsed, but the 
neck, lip and base survived in pieces that 
could be fitted together. The remaining 








glass looked good initially, but soon be- 
gan to show corrosion layers. It was at 
first treated with acrylic spray, but this 
was not sufficient to prevent further dete- 
rioration and the layers began to sepa- 
rate. At this stage the decision was made 
to coat it with polyester resin and at the 
same time to fill in the missing side using 
fiberglass cloth and colored resin. It 
stands today as the only example of a 
bottle from that ship. 

The True Love out of Bristol lost her 
rudder and ended up on a Bermudian 
reef in 1670. Her artifacts fell into crev- 
ices, were lightly covered with sediments 
and overgrown by the reef. Bottles exca- 
vated from this site had a thick weather- 
ing crust but with sound glass beneath. 
The reason they were in better condition 
is attributed to the type of substrate and/ 
or composition of the glass. In all, two 
“onion” bottles were retrieved whole, 
while two others that had been intact 
were broken during excavation. Treat- 
ment consisted of removing corrosion 
layers with 0.2 percent sulphuric acid, 
acidified potassium dichromate solution 
(long used by chemists for removing 
stubborn stains from laboratory glass- 
ware) and in particularly obstinate cases, 
dilute (0.5 percent) hydrofluoric acid. 
Take note that the latter is an extremely 





After the pieces are glued together, the 
missing parts are constructed of special 
materials to match the proper curvature. 


corrosive and dangerous chemical! 

One of the newly broken bottles bore a 
seal with a crest that has yet to be identi- 
fied. This required special treatment be- 
cause it was essential that a minimum of 
surface glass be lost. The pieces were 
desiccated with alcohol, coated on both 
sides with polyester resin and reas- 
sembled. It was then given a further coat- 
ing of resin to help hold it together. In the 
end it was possible to restore both of the 
freshly broken bottles and to reconstruct 
another from pieces using the others as 
a guide. 

A solitary detached lip and neck 
proved to have broken down completely 
into multiple layers similar to those on the 
Eagle. Unfortunately, the type of sub- 


THE NIKONOS HANDBOOK 
(176 total pgs. 6x9", hard cover, $18.95) 


Great new handbook. You'll love the ease of reading 
only sections that answer your questions about your 
equipment. Clear instructions, self checking quizzes 
make learning easy. For V, IV-A, TTL, manual strobes, 
all lenses. Learn to save a flooded V, IV-A and lenses. 


NIKONOS U/W CUE CARDS 
(5 plastic cards, 5x7", $12.95) 


You've read it, but POOF! Your mind goes blank U/W! 
Cue cards summarize techniques for easy U/W refer- 
ence. Covers sunlight, TTL and manual strobes, and 
lens techniques. Cross-referenced to THE NIKONOS 
HANDBOOK. 


THE NIKONOS 
HANDBOOK 


and 


NIKONOS U/W 


CUE CARDS 
for Nikonos V, IV-A, TTL & Manual 
by Jim & Cathy Church 


TO: Jim & Cathy Church, P.O. Box 80, 
Gilroy, CA 95021 

Please send me: 

L.] THE NIKONOS HANDBOOK ($18.95) 

[_] NIKONOS U/W CUE CARDS ($12.95) 

[-] Both HANDBOOK and CARDS 
($29.90). | save $2. 

Add: $1 bookrate or $2.40 1st. class (per 

order) Allow 4-6 wks. Calif. res. add sales 

tax. “Overseas: add $3 surface, $7 air. If unsatisfied, 

return undamaged within 10 days for refund. Enclosed 

is my check (or MO) for$ 


Name 
Address 
City 
State/Zip 





CAPSULE ‘‘8”’ 


SELF CONTAINED UNDERWATER VIDEO SYSTEM 
FEATURING SONY’S STATE-OF-THE-ART 8mm HANDYCAM 


e ALUMINUM BODY, OPERATING DEPTH 250° 

@ EXTREME WIDE ANGLE OPTICS 94° 

@ SIMPLE OPERATION, ONLY ONE CONTROL 

e UP TO 2 HOURS OF PLAYING TIME 
AVAILABLE THROUGH SELECTED DEALERS 

FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION SEND $2.00 TO 


7X O) OF. a's Oy CO Bed AON BOY Rm Bat On 

U.S. Distributor 

Eastern Precision Casting (N.Y. Inc.) 

Air Industrial Park, Plattsburgh, NY 12901 
Call: (514) 336-7051 


e roundtrip air from Miami 
e roundtrip transfers 
e 3 nts. beachfront cabana 
e 4 single tank dives 


the BELIZE CONNECTION 
U.S. (800) 331-2458 
Texas (713) 486-6993 
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WHERE TO GO 


at Sunset House, GRAND CAYMAN 


Imagine yourself coming to the stern of the dive boat 
for a cup of hot soup and a fresh tank. Jim helps you with 
equipment changes and film reloads. Cathy is waiting for 
you underwater with a neat critter, and Jim gets you 
ready to photograph it. This is just another typical dive 
in the Jim & Cathty Church U/W Photo Course. 


| Multi-Level, 
Seven-day 
courses. For 
Beginning or 
Advanced U/W 
Photographers 
May - Sept. 1986 


¢| appreciate your patience, your humor, but most of 
all your sincere regards for other people. Thank you 
for a wonderful week. (Rebecca Harrington) 
e You are both wonderful teachers. No wonder you 
have so many repeaters. (Marj & Ted Pullman) 
¢| could never have won the Sport Diver U/W photo 
competition without your help. I'll be back. (Stewart 
Bakst) 

.. Courses run by Jim & Cathy .. 
receive high marks from students. 
UNDER-CURRENTS, VIII, #12. 


. continue to 


ow? COZUMEL withthe 


ae | 2-06-63 


PO. Box 289, Cozumel, Q. Roo, Mexico 
@ plans, contact: 


ea Safaris 


3770 Highland Ave., Manhattan Beach, CA 90266 
(800) 821-6670 © inca (800) 262-6670 





MILELEIIEDEEDSEPEEELELLL DLS 
BEQA DIVERS FIJI 


At long last day trips to legendary Beqa 
Lagoon—Cutter, Sulphur, Frigate Passages 
offer world-class dive sites. 

Book now as numbers are limited. 
GPO Box 777, Suva, Fiji 
Phone: 361-088 or 361-244 
Telex: FJ2430 Cables: DIVEFIJ! 
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THE BEST OF BELIZE 


Unlimited diving on Belize’s greatest 

Reefs from 75 foot /Isla Mia. Light- 

ale) U[-\- Wm o{-\-] Mi =] (0(- (0) (- Mf LeLUL (oO. 
dropoffs. 

Supercharters for dive stores available. 


{ TWENTY YEARS 5 5 


1966S OF SERVICE 16 DIVERS 1986< 
TRAVEL SERVICE, INC 


ee a ee 
680 BEACH ST /SUITE 340 
SAN FRANCISCO CA 94109 
TELEPHONE (415) 771-0077 
TELEX 278036 SEAS—UR 


LITTLE CAYMAN 


Rated by “Undercurrent” as the Caribbean’s best 
diving. 
Little Cayman's prestigious resort. 
The SOUTHERN CROSS CLUB features: 
° complete SCUBA facilities. 
® personal service (10 divers maximum). 
private cottages on a blue lagoon. 
complete AP diver’s package. 
sailing, windsurfing, bird-watching. 
world-class bonefishing. 
For brochure: SOUTHERN CROSS CLUB 
1005 E. Tower 
One Merchants Plaza 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
(317) 636-9501 


ae yea KEY WEST 


Z, 
Let THE WATERSPORT PEOPLE take 
care of your every need in the unique 155 
room, 4 property setting offered by OLDE 
TOWNE RESORTS. 
Dive & snorkel the live coral reef, fish the 
gulf stream & backcountry or, sail or 
boardsail into the sunset. 3, 5, & 7 Night 
packages from $160—$680 Per person, 
based on double occupancy. ° 
Olde Towne Resorts, Inc. 
1300 Simonton St. 
Key West, FL 33040 
(305) 294-6663 
Florida Toll Free (800) 354-4455 


Black's 
Island’ 


Gulf of 
Mexico 






loping, ekin, ‘diving. scuba, and camping. Dive 
group inquiries welcome. For brochure write: 
Camp Nautilus, Black's Island, 
Box SD. Port St. Joe, FL 32456 


ST. CROIX, U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS . 


DIVE THE CANE BAY WALL 

STAY AT CANE BAY REEF CLUB 
Sea Shadows, NAUI/PADI, offers an unlimited selection 
of dive sites and depths. Cane Bay Reef Club offers every- 
thing else... a suite with kitchen right on the sea is only 
$35 to $45 a night. Dive packages from $245 pp/dbl. Call 
(809) 778-2966 or write 1407 Kingshill, St. Croix, USVI 
00850 


DIVE 
THE BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS 


contact the specialists for your 


dive vacation in the B.V.I.’s 
BVI Villa, Resort and Yacht Management 
1-800-387-4964 























BOTTLES 


strate that held it could not be estab- 
lished. The piece was in danger of disin- 
tegrating before resin could be applied, 
so it was desiccated with alcohol, then 
treated with soluble nylon (2.0 percent) in 
alcohol. This held it together until it be- 
came dry enough to apply resin. 

A different situation was found on an 
unidentified wreck of about 1/760. This 
site consisted of a single cannon and lots 
of heavy ship’s timbers in association 
with pieces of wooden barrels and empty 
packing cases. Only one complete bottle 
and the upper part of another were found. 
They were rust colored and opaque but 
the surfaces were smooth when these 
items came out of the silt. Soon afterward 
they began to craze and flake in large, 
thick pieces. Previous to this, 18th centu- 
ry bottles recovered from wrecks had 
shown only superficial surface peeling. 
Those of earlier date had corrosion of 
varying degrees of severity but in thin lay- 
ers. This condition was therefore unex- 
pected and nearly resulted in their loss. 
They were hastily desiccated and coated 
inside and out with resin. It seems prob- 
able that this is a case of a particularly 





If care was taken in the restoration, the 
finished product will make a fine addition 
to a collection: Here a 1715 onion bottle. 


corrosive milieu built up and maintained 
by the large amount of organic material 
that was present. 


HOW LONG WERE THEY USED? 

It is difficult to estimate how long indi- 
vidual bottles were kept in use from the 
evidence gathered from shipwrecks. 
Most sites yield such a small number that 
there is insufficient data for a meaningful 
analysis. The few that carried quantities 
of bottles in their cargos seem to have 
ones with similar characteristics and their 
age therefore falls within a narrow range. 
A wreck in the Southwest has given up a 
large number of bottles, all of which can 
be dated 1/90—1800. Several years ago 
a solitary seal with a small fragment of the 
bottle attached was recovered from this 








site. It bore the initials T.V. and the date 
1776. There is a difference of between 14 
and 24 years here, but this may have 
been an isolated case where someone 
had his favorite bottle with him. Alterna- 
tively, it could have been a commemora- 
tive piece made long after the event. 
Another site yielded only four bottles, but 
these show in beautiful sequence the 
evolution of the English wine and spirit 
bottle from 1715 to 1740. The time span 
here is 25 years, but there are indications 
that at least one of these belonged to the 
ship's surgeon and, as such, is likely to 
have been in use for an unusually extend- 
ed period. It seems logical to assume that 
when bottles were rare and expensive 
and liquor was purchased in a cask, they 
were decanters and were kept and 
reused. But, with the practice of maturing 
wines in the bottle and shipping bever- 
ages in these containers, they began to 
have a steadily diminishing life span. 


CONCLUSION 

Glass has held a fascination for hu- 
mans from the time primitive men gath- 
ered obsidian in volcanic regions to fash- 
ion superior cutting tools. Fearsome light- 
ning bolts striking the earth would occa- 
sionally form glass plugs called ful- 
garites. Possibly because of this associa- 
tion with powerful natural phenomena, 
these items were thought to possess 
magical properties. When technology 
advanced enough to enable men to man- 
ufacture it for themselves, the fiery trans- 
formation of such mundane materials as 
sand, soda and lime into a beautiful, bril- 
liant and transparent substance was re- 
garded as something mystical. The earli- 
est articles of manufactured glass were 
therefore highly prized and used chiefly 
for adornment. The invention of the blow 
pipe revolutionized the industry and for 
the first time allowed production of more 
utilitarian articles in quantity. 

The Egyptians knew glass as did the 
Greeks and the Romans, but it seems to 
have disappeared from Europe, at least 
in bottle form, during the Dark Ages and 
did not reappear until the glass houses in 
England began to produce the shaft and 
globe type vessels in quantity around the 
middle of the 17th century. Containers 
made of glass therefore began to find 
general acceptance during a period that 
roughly coincided with the colonization of 
North America. Ships trading between 
Europe and the New World carried in- 
creasing numbers of bottles. 

Wine and spirit bottles underwent an 
evolution dictated by the drinking habits 
and customs. Because of this they can be 
dated and have thus become a valuable 
archaeological tool. Already, in the clos- 
ing decades of the 20th century, we can 
see the eclipse of the glass bottle and the 
rise of the plastic container. Archaeolo- 
gists of the future will surely be dealing 
with lots of this material and will study it 
for much the same reasons we now study 
glass. >t» 










KICK UP 
YOUR HEELS 
IN HAWAII 


Complete packages 
available from Hawaii’s 
24 best dive shops. 


a ox) 






Send $3.00 for our 24 page full-color Dive Guide to: 


NAME 


ADDRESS P.O. Box 90295 SDM 


Honolulu, Hawaii 96835 





CITY, STATE, ZIP 
I'd like to Kick Up My Heels on: Oahu, 
Kauai, Maui, Big Island (circle one or more) 





Hawaii's 24 Best Dive Shops 
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FULL WEEK—KEY LARGO 


“* Efficiency Cottage * 10 Dives * Car at Miami Airport (free mileage) 


* Free use of windsurfers, canoes and sailboats 


Dec. thru $2382 Per Person 
April wu Double Occupancy 


@AMERIIRAVEL Toll free 


800-551-4000 
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6 HOURS FROM N.Y. 
1ST SPORT DIVERS ENTER 
CAPE VERDE WATERS. 





ATLANTIC OCEAN 
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DESTINATION 
HAWAII al 


DISCOVER CAPE VERDE 
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NEW! AGREAT DIVE 


TRAVEL BOOK 
BY 


CARL 
ROESSLER 











Let renowned photographer-author Carl 
Roessler be your guide on an undersea tour 
of the world’s greatest coral reefs. Explore 
the Caribbean, Red Sea, Galapagos, 
Australia, Micronesia, and many more — and 
discover what makes each world-famous 
destination so special to divers. With 250 
spectacular color photos — pius information 
on the most popular new dive spots — this 
handsome book is a must for divers. 


YES! 

Please send me Carl Roessler’s 
Coral Kingdoms. 
____copies @ $35 rot: Mand Sed 
Shipping & handling = 
California add 62% tax ($2.27) 


TOTAL $§$ 
Send with your check to: 
Sea Images, 680 Beach Street, #340 
San Francisco, CA 94109. 


FLORIDA KEYS FINEST 
DIVE TRIPS 


LADY CYANA DIVERS 


*40° & 60° DIVE BOATS e PACKAGES 
° RENTALS ¢ AIR * INSTRUCTION 
OUTSIDE FL 1-800-221-8717 
(305) 664-8717 MM 85.9 
P.O. BOX 1157, ISLAMORADA, FL 33036 
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Almost 95% of the territorial waters 
of Cape Verde, West Africa, have never 
seen a diver. 

Dive Cape Verde and be one of the 
first to explore massive volcanic rock 
formation, caves, canyons, and over 
900 untouched wrecks. 

Interested? Contact Aqua Adven- 
tures Ltd., 318 Lexington Avenue, 
New York City, New York 10016 

212) 686-6210 or Telex: (938) 79- 
PM PCV Ray Almeida. 
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ne of the most controversial issues 
within the sport of diving has always 
been spearfishing. During the birth of div- 
ing, the speargun played an important 
part in the evolution of underwater sports. 
In the ’50s, ‘“‘gogglers,’’ as they were 
called, with or without scuba gear, ex- 
plored the underwater environment, basi- 
cally unfamiliar with the marine life. The 
docile and harmless nature of marine ani- 
mals was, for the most part, undiscov- 
ered during the first few years. Conse- 
quently, a number of these creatures 
were dispatched with spearguns. The 
pages of early SKIN DIVER Magazines 
were filled with pictures of divers who did 
battle with these underwater denizens. 
Stingrays, wolf-eels, sharks and huge tur- 
tles were all proudly held aloft by their 
conquerors along with a word about the 
battle that had occured. 

Fortunately, after years of sharing the 
underwater environment we have come 
to understand that the vast majority of in- 
habitants in the ocean are very gentle. 
Today’s divers and spearfishermen are 
not interested in dragging a stingray up 
on the beach for glory but they are cer- 
tainly interested in seafood dinners. 
Therein lies the trouble. 

A number of diving authorities with 
considerable influence have been dis- 
couraging spearfishing for years. Their 
reasons are that the fish populations have 
been seriously depleted. No one really 
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knows why the fish aren't as abundant in 
diving areas as they were 20 years ago. 
And, no one really knows what effect the 
speargun has had on the numbers of reef 
fish. The lack of fish may simply mean 
they have moved to where bubble blow- 
ers don’t roam. Sort of like us not going 
back to Central Park after getting 
mugged once or twice. We already know 
that in the deeper areas of the Bahamas 
and Caribbean there are large numbers 
of fish. Boats with deep reels routinely 
catch large quantities of grouper and 
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BY HERB VAN DE POL 


snapper. Could these fish have gotten 
weary of being ‘‘mugged”’ and gone into 
deeper water because of the spearfishing 
pressure? Although there might be a few 
more fish around in shallower water had 
the speargun never been invented, no 
one can deny that line fishing is a much 
more efficient method of gathering sea- 
food. But, to a diver, spearfishing is more 
fun than line fishing. 

A more important issue in the contro- 
versy over spearfishing is the man rather 
than the fish. Spearfishing in many quar- 
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ters has endured a bad name and more 
often than not it is well deserved. Very lit- 
tle good instruction is actually available 
for spearfishing yet spearguns are sold 
by the hundreds everyday. Spearfishing 
purists cringe when they see spearguns 
being used with scuba, but the truth is 
that the larger fish are now in deeper wa- 
ter and not many divers take the time to 
develop free diving skills to 60-70 feet. 
Spearfishing with scuba is more accept- 
able than it was 10 or 15 years ago but 
the real reasons for spearfishing’s poor 
image are largely owing to the conduct of 
the underwater hunters themselves. 

With no training, the typical diver/ 
spearfisherman learns how to use his 
equipment by aiming at fish and shooting. 
This results in dozens or more fish being 
wounded until the hunter perfects his 
aim, range and follow-through. 

The following are a few suggestions for 
the diver who is considering buying a 
speargun; the diver who owns one and is 
not quite sure what to do with it; and also 
the experienced spearman who wants to 
make sure he is following the rules. 

1. Before undertaking spearfishing un- 
derwater, you must first be a confident, 
comfortable diver with at least 25 to 50 
dives under your weightbelt. This is be- 
cause shooting a fish can get rough; a 20 
pound fish, pound-for-pound, is one of 
the strongest fighting machines around. 
Your mask can get knocked off, you can 


get tangled in gear and you can quickly 
lose contact with a buddy while concen- 
trating on bagging a fish. 

2. Never forget that spearfishing can 
be dangerous. Think about it: You enter 
an alien environment with life support 
equipment, your vision and mobility limit- 
ed. You are hunting prey but you are not 
the only hunter down there. All the more 
reason for you to be a confident diver 
with good knowledge of buoyancy con- 
trol and equipment operation. 

3. Before you spend money on a 
speargun, ask a lot of questions. Ask the 
people who spearfish. Spearguns come 
in all Shapes and sizes and each has limi- 
tations. Find out if the best one for your 
area iS a big, long range gun or if a 
shorter model will suffice. There is no 
sense lugging a seven foot rifle around 
when the target is small school snappers. 

4. Become an expert on fish. Study 
some good books and learn which spe- 
cies are edible. Learn to identify fish on 
sight and know what type of fish to ex- 
pect if you dive a certain area. Nothing is 
more irritating to an experienced spear- 
fisherman than a diver who surfaces with 
a fish saying, ‘‘Can you eat this?’’ An ex- 
pert spearman can identify fish just by 
seeing a silhouette. If you don't know 
what you’re shooting, don't—it’s as sim- 
ple as that. 

5. Get plenty of practice with your 
speargun. Before actually shooting at fish 


you need to know what the effective 
range of your gun is. Making shots be- 
yond it does two things: It makes for lots 
of maimed fish and it also makes good 
“the one that got away”’ stories. Weight 
a couple of gallon plastic milk cartons in 
shallow water and shoot at them until you 
understand how to aim and how your gun 
will shoot. Remember, you get tremen- 
dous magnification and your depth per- 
ception is altered greatly underwater. Un- 
derstand how big objects actually are 
when seen through a mask. This will pre- 
vent you from spearing embarrassingly 
small, aquarium sized fish. 

6. Use the right equipment for the right 
fish. A common error on the part of the 
novice underwater hunter is to assume 
his/her speargun can handle anything 
that comes along. As | stated before, fish 
are all muscle and they are powerful. 
Shooting a 30 pound black grouper with 
inadequate equipment will usually result 
in the loss of your gear, and the fish will 
later die in a hole somewhere with a shaft 
embedded in it. Big fish require big 
shafts, strong shock cords and strong 
bands for penetration; pass them by if 
there is any doubt that your gun is a little 
shy on power and size. 

7. Use the 90 percent rule. When | 
teach spearfishing to advanced divers | 
always insist they do not pull the trigger 
unless they feel there is a 90 percent 

(Continued on Page 170) 
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A: luck would have it, we were just fin- 
ishing up our training program at the 
University of Southern California Marine 
Biology Lab on Catalina Island when the 
announcement came. A diving accident 
had occurred off the backside of the is- 
land. The story was sketchy, but we man- 
aged to find out that two divers had had 
to buddy breathe while surfacing from a 
90 foot dive. 

At first, the ascent seemed successful. 


There's Never Been a Better Time 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY GEORGE COZENS 


However, upon reaching the swim step of 
the boat, one diver—we'll call him Ken— 
complained of a numbness in his feet. 
Soon after, he noticed his fingers going 
numb. An alert boat crew recognized the 
symptoms. Air embolism! They reacted 


to Do What You Really — 





Want in Life. 


The demand for PADI College Graduates has never 


been greater than now. Hundreds of the finest dive i 
stores and resorts in the world are asking for instructors | 
from our famous Gold Curriculum Course. In fact, we 
have over 283 positions open right now — many of 
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these offer starting salaries of $18,000 to $25,000 a yea. “WR 4 


If being this much in demand interests you, contact the 
College Dean, Jim Williams, he'll take it from there. 
Remember, they're waiting for you. 


PADI International College 


1243 East Warner Avenue 
Santa Ana, CA 92705 


Call toll free: 

Inside US.: (800) 235-3434; 

Inside CA: (800) 223-8697 
Outside US., call: (714) 540-7234 
Telex: 678400 PADI INT SNA 

If writing, include age, 

address and phone number. 
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quickly. Divers were recalled from the 
water and the boat radioed ahead for as- 
sistance while speeding to the Isthmus. 
From there, Ken was transferred to a 
lifeguard truck, which carried him to the 
recompression chamber at the Marine Bi- 
ology Lab. He entered the chamber and 
started treatment immediately. The time 
was close to 10:00 am. 

Those of us witnessing the incident had 
conflicting emotions. We were overjoyed 
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at having completed the difficult instruc- 
tor’s course conducted by the L.A. Coun- 
ty Underwater Instructors Association, 
but were, at the same time, depressed 
that the sport we loved so much could al- 
so have its bad moments. Just a few feet 
from us, in the cold, steel tank, was the 
body of a young diver—the victim of one 
of those moments. Would he survive? 
And, if he did, would he be left with paral- 
ysis or brain damage? 

The day wore on as the hyperbaric 
treatment continued. Gradually, Ken 
started to improve. The numbness slowly 
disappeared from his extremities. By 
nightfall he was without symptoms. By all 
appearances Ken was cured. Only a fol- 
low-up examination was indicated. 
Another life saved, or at least spared a 
permanent handicap. What a marvelous 
thing, the recompression chamber. 

Divers in Southern California waters 
have been fortunate to have available the 
Catalina recompression chamber. 

Recently, this area has been blessed 
with another chamber. In May 1985, the 
Northridge Hospital Medical Center 
opened the Western Center for Hyperbar- 
ic Medicine. In Northridge, California, it 
now offers the largest, multiplace cham- 
ber in the Western United States. The 
nine foot diameter, L-shaped chamber is 
32 feet long on one arm and 15 feet on 
the other. It consists of three indepen- 
dently pressurized compartments. The 


The multiplace chamber is L-shaped, 32 feet long on one arm and 15 feet on the other. 


smallest is the ten foot lock, at the heel of 
the L. Normally used to transfer medical 
personnel between compartments and to 
the outside, it can be pressed into hyper- 
baric treatment for two additional patients 
when needed. The mid-size compartment 
is generally used for critical care and can 
accommodate six patients. The main 
compartment is the largest and can han- 
dle up to 12 patients. 

As you Can well imagine, the great vol- 
ume of this hyperbaric system requires 
an enormous amount of air when in oper- 
ation. Two large non-lubricated compres- 
sors, each with a capacity of 224 cubic 
feet per minute, provide air at about 100 
psi. Because of the high smog content, a 


specially designed, $120,000 filtration 
system is used to clean up the air prior to 
its admission into the chambers. An im- 
pressive number of compressed gas cyl- 
inders, containing oxygen, nitrogen and 
mixtures of both, supply the breathing 
gases used in treatment. 

A critical eye has been given to safety. 
To reduce the fire hazard, no high voltage 
is used inside the chamber—all electrical 
equipment inside is powered by low volt- 
age. ‘Light pipes’ conduct light through 
the hull from external fixtures. The critical 
care chamber has a large viewing port, 
so that scopes and other medical equip- 
ment, which require high voltage, can be 
monitored from the inside. In case of fire 
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NORTHRIDGE CHAMBER 


a special, dedicated, fire fighting system 
is designed to completely deluge the 
chambers for about 20 seconds, during 
which time the water downfall is so heavy 
visbility is less than eight inches. 

The control console for this hyperbaric 
system is equipped with low pressure 
(about 25 psi) servo valves that regulate 
the chamber air pressure and ventilation. 
Most of the plumbing to the chambers is 
under a raised ‘‘computer style’ floor: 
Removing a few floor panels allows easy 
access to valves and other critical com- 
ponents for maintenance or for emergen- 
cy operations. Indeed, even during a 
power outage the facility can be operated 





The main chamber can handle 12 patients. 


manually and has enough reserve capac- 
ity to make a complete Table 6 treatment: 
maximum “‘depth”’ of 60 feet, total dura- 
tion of four and three-quarter hours. And, 
should medicine or small instruments be 
needed inside a chamber immediately, a 
Canty pass-through lock can transfer 
items within 10 to 15 seconds. The entire 
center appears extremely well planned, 
constructed and operated. 

The Western Center for Hyperbaric 
Medicine comes under the direction of 
John Alexander, M.D. Dr. Alexander is al- 
so medical director for the College of 
Oceaneering in Wilmington, California, as 
well as a renowned expert in hyperbaric 
medicine. He is an avid scuba diver and, 
therefore, can relate to divers and diving 
problems. According to Dr. Alexander, 
the hyperbaric system is “low tech’’—it 
does not depend on sophisticated com- 
puterized equipment that might be obso- 
lete within a few years. Instead, it is basic 
and flexible and should have a long, use- 
ful lifetime of operation. The primary pur- 
pose of the center is hyperbaric oxygen 
(HBO) therapy: Patients are placed in a 
pressurized (air) environment while 
breathing pure oxygen. The increased 
supply of oxygen to the tissues promotes 





more rapid healing of wounds. This effect 
was observed as early as the 1930s, 
when U.S. Navy divers were treated for 
decompression sickness. Today this 
therapy is used in treating a host of medi- 
cal problems, including bone infections, 
non-healing wounds, crush injuries, 
problem skin grafts, gas poisonings, etc. 
Of major concern to sport divers is the 
fact that HBO therapy and recompression 
is the only definitive treatment for decom- 
pression sickness and gas embolism. 
Although the Northridge facility han- 
dles mostly routine medical treatments, it 
can, and does, treat diving accident 
cases. In fact, the Northridge Hospital is 
deeply committed to serving the diving 
community: It performs the initial treat- 
ment on about 30 percent of the local div- 
ing accident victims; conducts the post 
treatments in cases from the Catalina 
chamber; and it funds the Catalina cham- 


For hassle-free hunting in both salt and fresh water the pro's 
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the performance needed. 

Garrett Pulse Induction technology effectively eliminates the 
annoying interference caused by minerals and salt water that 
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outdated electronics better suited for on-land detection? 

lf you're ready to dive for treasure, the Garrett Sea Hunter XL500 
Pulse is the PROS CHOICE. Why? Because it finds more treasure 
and it is purpose-built for both salt and fresh water environments. 

Compare it to any other unit's quality, technology, and reputation. 
You'll see why the choice for underwater treasure hunting is Garrett. 

Visit your nearest dealer today for a demonstration and he'll tell 
you about our Summer $50 cash rebate offer. For the location of 
Jae! nearest dealer and free literature on the XL500 Pulse call 

1-800-527-4011 or 950-1088 GARRETT (in Texas). 





The mid-size chamber holds six satiate. 


ber, the operation of which is contracted 
to the University of Southern California. 
In the cases treated to date, Dr. Alex- 
ander has noticed an alarming pattern: 
Most of the divers with problems come to 
the center for help on Tuesdays. In some 
bends cases symptoms do not appear 
until the next day. Then it usually takes 12 3 3 
to 24 hours for the diver to decide he or Salad oe eens at 
she has a problem. If anyone suspects a 214/278-6151 
diving problem, Dr. Alexander advises 
him/her not to wait. Seek immediate 
medical attention. “‘Neurologic damage 


SPECIAL SUMMER OFFER 


$50 cash rebate on Sea Hunter 
11131 with ScubaMate. 
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Garrett Metal Detectors 
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pen. It’s reassuring to know, then, that 
the hyperbaric chambers at Northridge 
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“C over the side in Morris Dam. 
People trapped inside.’ This was 
the radio message that came in to Los 
Angeles County Sheriff's deputies Jim 
Seulke and Mike Kennard as they 
cruised their beat on Highway 39 in the 
Emergency Services Detail rescue truck. 

Forty air miles away, another Emergen- 
cy Services Detail response unit picked 
up another radio report. ‘‘An airplane has 
just crashed into Long Beach Harbor 
near an oil drilling platform.” 

These are typical of the calls that keep 
the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Depart- 
ment Emergency Services Detail busy 
year-round. ESD is a highly specialized 
unit attached to the Special Enforcement 
Bureau of Field Operations Division East. 
It provides full time, regular deputies on 
a 24 hour basis to function on rescues, 
searches, emergency medicine and re- 
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Technisub’s Unique Fin with Flexible Vents 


covery operations. This unit is made up 
of one lieutenant, three sergeants and 17 
paramedic qualified deputies under the 
command of the Special Enforcement 
Bureau captain. 

Lieutenant Michael |. Quinn of the ESD 
told me, “‘All our personnel are selected 
from the complement of regular, full time, 
Los Angeles County Sheriff's deputies.’’ 
Mike is 46 years old and is one of the 
original ESD members. (The unit was 
formed in July 1966.) After five years he 
was promoted and moved into other 
areas of police work. He came back to 
the unit in July 1985, as the lieutenant in 
charge. His current aim: ‘‘| want to contin- 
ue with the development of the special 
skills and to improve our equipment to 
make the unit more responsive to more 
kinds of emergencies.’ 

Members of this elite group may be se- 
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The “New Advanced Swimming Apparatus” with a 
technologically advanced flexible vent system. A 
closed vent position is created on the power down 
stroke and an open vent position occurs on the up 
stroke allowing water to flow through freely. The 
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lected for ESD duty only after successful 
completion of training at the Sheriff's 
Academy. They must also have served 
two or more years in a jail custody facility 
and at least two years of patrol duty. 

Deputy Keith Mitchell told me, “‘It took 
me five years from the date | applied until 
| was actually a member of this unit.’’ He 
is one of four training officers. His exper- 
tise includes mountain rescue training. 
He added, ‘This long delay is not unusu- 
al. We have only about a one man per 
year turnover.’ 

Deputy Sheriff Bill Angione from La 
Palma, California, has been a member of 
the Emergency Services Detail since its 
founding. He is one of the diving instruc- 
tors for the unit, a graduate of the Los An- 
geles County dive training program and 
a NAU! instructor. 

He told me, ‘‘Taking the physical for 
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this duty is an all day exam. It involves 
running, climbing, weightlifting and swim- 
ming.’ A background check is conduct- 
ed by one of the sergeants. Then comes 
the hard part, Bill added. ‘‘Each applicant 
must sit in front of the entire ESD group 
for a question and answer session. These 
are the men you are going to be working 
with. They want to know: What motivated 
you in wanting to be a member of the 





A Hughes 500 Sheriff’s helicopter with 
ESD divers: This method of diver delivery 
is used for quick access to remote sites. 


group? How have you prepared yourself 
for this rigorous duty? And, what do you 
feel you can contribute to the operation?” 

The consensus of the deputies | talked 
with is that it takes a new member one 
year of training and two years with the 
unit before he can fully carry his own 
weight in some emergency operations. 

When the Unit 240-1 rescue truck with 
deputies Seulke and Kennard received 
the call to respond to a car in the water 
at Morris Dam, they were on a mountain 
patrol on Highway 39 north of the dam. 
They arrived at the scene of the accident 
in about five minutes. Seulke belayed 
Kennard down the very steep, 300 foot 
high. mountainside to the water's edge. 
Kennard found the car underwater with 
only the tail lights showing. Seven per- 
sons had been in the car when it made 
the fatal plunge. Two male adults, one 
weighing 300 pounds, and a female adult 
were sitting in the water at the shoreline. 
A five year old boy was on the shore 
screaming in agony. A three year old boy 
with a broken leg was clinging to the 
nearly submerged car, afraid or unable to 
swim to shore. The 35 year old female 
driver of the car was dead at the scene. 
One nine year old handicapped boy was 
reported to be still in the car. 

Kennard, still in uniform, free dove into 
the car through an open front window. 
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LARGE DIVING YACHT 


Chartering three years in Caribbean's best/hottest diving 
destination. Established, profitable, excellent tax advan- 
tage. Investor wanted, working partner considered. Also, 
yacht engineer as working partner needed. 


Lester Netherton (713) 999-4852 


Divers the world over 

are making big money 

with SEA SCRUBBER sys- 
tems. Your skills are in demand 


by owners of yachts, workboats, fishing 
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trawlers, cargo vessels and more. We also offer 
a specially designed SEA SCRUBBER for swim- 
ming pool cleaning. Our systems are easy to learn, 
simple to operate and virtually maintenance free. 
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- GOLD: TREASURE! 


Make your hobby pay off. From panning to 
dredging to metal detection, gold is a thrill 
to find. Let us show you how to mix 

profit with your diving fun. 

Send for our free catalog. 


5” Surface Dredge 
Model 5538 
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Making your mining more pro- A gold mine of sluices, pumps, 
ductive — “Dredging for Gold” dredges, tools, diving equip- 
for beginners. “Advanced ment, books and detectors. 
Dredging Techniques” — for Send for your FREE copy. 
the experienced. 
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SCUBA VIDEO REFRESHER COURSE 
Demonstrated by NAUI& PADI 
Instructors A Safety Must for 
C-card holders who do not 
dive regularly. Includes: Pool 
Training. Diving Hazards: Safety 
Open Water Diving Specify VHS or Beta. 
Send $49.50 to: COWART MARINE, P.O. Box 
23399, Ft Lauderdale, FL 33307 Telephone: (305) F) Write for FREE full-color catalog. 
563-9808. iO” Box 678, Locust Valley, NY 11560 
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Aa UAaVIdCO Underwater 


ideo Systems 


AquaVideo offers more than 20 standard 
design U/W housings for amateur video 
systems, as well as professional video 
equipment. Custom-fitted (with short 
delivery times) housings can be made 
for any video system. Special inspection 
systems are available for commercial 
divers. 

Five years of manufacturing experience 
make AquaVideo THE source for under- 
water video equipment. All AquaVideo™ 
housings feature exclusive advanced 
sealing technology for extreme reliability, 
as well as careful design for easy opera- 
tion. Our SuperNova™ 350-700 watt 
lights combine maximum power, wide 
beam angle, and compact size. A full line 
of accessories completes the system. 

ASK THE PROS WHO KNOW: NASA 
and the U.S. Navy Seals head a long list 
of satisfied pros and amateurs who have 
purchased AquaVideo™ housings and 
SuperNova™ lights. 


AquaVideo, Inc. 
124 NE 96th Street — PO. Box 1197 — Miami Shores, FL 33153 


(305) 754-6747 © 1986 by Rick Frehsee for Medialech Inc. 


VIDEO CASSETTE 





y, Books for divers on travel, marine 
Sy life, training, and more. Available at 


4 your local Dive Shop. 
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TECHNIFACTS 


Nothing. On a second free dive into the 
back of the car he was able to check the 
back seat and floorboards in that area. 
Nobody was found and he reasoned that 
the boy must have been thrown free. 

The air rescue helicopter, a unit of the 
Los Angeles County Aero Bureau that 
works with the ESD in rescue response, 
with pilot, co-pilot and paramedic deputy 
sheriffs Jennings and Preston, arrived at 
the scene while Kennard was searching 
for the nine year old. The two deputies in 
the chopper rappelled from the hovering 
plane to the shore to assist in the rescue. 
The three year old boy was having diffi- 
culty breathing owing to near drowning. 
He was given CPR by Jennings and both 
he and Jennings were airlifted to a near- 
by hospital. 

Realizing more help was needed at the 
shore Seulke had rappelled down the cliff 
from the roadway and helped pull all of 
the victims farther up onto the shore and 
had given them medical treatment. The 
helicopter returned with a second chop- 
per and the remaining victims and Pres- 
ton were evacuated to a local hospital. 
Seulke and Kennard were winched into 
the helicopter and then landed on-the 
road near their rescue truck where their 
dive gear was stored. After they donned 
wetsuits and tanks they again rappelled 
down the steep bank to the shore, then 
put on their masks and fins and entered 
the water in search of the nine year old. 

The underwater search around the car 
was negative. They then swam down a 
rocky ravine toward the deeper center of 
the reservoir. At a depth of 50 feet, in ze- 
ro visibility, the search consisted of 
sweeping movements with their arms. Af- 
ter a period of 10 minutes, Kennard’s 
hand brushed and then grasped the body 
of the boy. Both divers surfaced, swam 
the boy to shore and, after a litter was 
lowered, raised the body of the boy and 
that of his mother to the roadway where 
they were turned over to the coroner. 

To be able to respond quickly and with 
an assurance that the response will be 
productive, the equipment, as well as the 
personnel, must be selected with care. 
For the land based, mountain patrol func- 
tion, the Emergency Services Detail util- 
izes a fleet of four-wheel drive, one ton 
trucks. Each is equipped with a power 
winch with 900 feet of cable and an eight 
foot boom. Two of the rescue trucks are 
on the road each day with two deputies 
in each. Usually one truck can be found 
on Highway 2 in the northern part of the 
Angeles Forest and one on Highway 39 
in the southern part of this mountainous 
recreational area. Patrol trucks are also 
outfitted with complete scuba gear for 
two deputies, paramedic equipment, 
mountain rescue equipment consisting of 








ropes, pulleys and mountain climbing 
gear, plus heavy rescue equipment such 
as crowbars, rescue saws, capstans and 
lighting equipment. 

For extensive diving operations a team 
will respond in a van built and equipped 
for diving with a portable air compressor, 
room for 30 scuba tanks, full ocean gear 
for each diver on the operation (usually 
an eight man team but the entire ESD 
may respond), underwater lights, search 
lines, weights, buoys, a seven man inflat- 
able boat with ten horsepower engine, 
paramedic and oxygen equipment; plus 
radios for communication and a great 
deal of safety equipment. 

Two deputies of the ESD team that re- 
sponded to the airplane crash in Long 
Beach Harbor were at the unit’s heaa- 
quarters at 130 South Fetterly Avenue, in 
Los Angeles near the junction of four ma- 
jor freeways. The deputies had just re- 
turned from a 25 foot dirty water dive in 
the San Gabriel Reservoir to recover a 
dumped stolen vehicle and were cleaning 
their dive gear. The emergency air res- 
cue helicopter, stationed in the San Ga- 
briel Mountains, flew to ESD headquar- 
ters, picked up the two additional crew- 
men and, within 15 minutes, had the div- 
ers at the crash site. The helicopter is a 
large Sikorsky S-58 ship capable of car- 
rying up to 16 people and with ample 
room for the divers to don their gear. 

The normal helicopter crew for rescue 
response is a pilot and a co-pilot from the 
Los Angeles County Aero Bureau with an 
ESD sergeant as crew chief. There will al- 
SO be two deputy paramedics from ESD. 


When the helicopter arrived at the 
crash site there was a total of seven men 
on board. 


During the flight to the crash site depu- 
ties Steve Voors, Keith Mitchell and Paul 
Hoffman dressed in full dive gear. Jim 
schuler, the pilot, hovered the helicopter 
about 15 feet above the calm sea. The 
three divers shuffled to the door and, one 
at a time, did a giant stride exit into the 
ocean. The Coast Guard, Orange County 
sheriff's Department and two Long 
Beach City Life Guard boats circled the 
area. The paramedics who jumped from 
the chopper swam a short distance to a 
waiting life guard boat and were picked 
up. The helicopter returned to the moun- 
tain base with the remaining crew. 


The plane that had crashed was a two 
seat stunt plane that had been circling the 
harbor. The pilot was in the front seat. 
The passenger, a photographer taking 
pictures of boats in the harbor, was in the 
back seat. The plane apparently stalled at 
an altitude of only about 100 feet and 
pancaked into the water. The pilot, who 
was only slightly injured, escaped but the 
plane sank about two minutes after im- 
pact and the photographer was still in his 
seat when it went down. A boater picked 
up the pilot but did not mark the spot 
where the plane sank with a buoy. A 
search for the plane had to be made. 





Something new. 4j 
A ere * 
for every — 
foot. F 





















Are your feet lonely for the touch 
of just the right Contacts? Good news! 
Beuchat now makes these remarkable fins in up to 
9 sizes, in 4 colors, in graphite or silicon loaded, in open heel 
and closed foot models. 

Join the thousands of sport, military, 
and professional divers who know why Contact 
is becoming the world's best-selling premium 
fin; when you dive with Beuchat, you dive 












with the best. 
Find the right Contacts <)> 
for your feet at better dive 
shops everywhere. BEUCHAT 






40 years of diving innovations. 
Beuchat USA, Inc., 408 S. Andrews, Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301. 
Telephone (305) 523-7242. Telex 514339 
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JUST GIVE US 

10 WEEKS OF 
YOUR LIFE AND 
WE'LL GIVE YOU 
A CAREER. 


We will change it beyond your imagination. For over 
22 years NASDS has been helping people build and ex- 
pand their businesses. Thirteen years ago we started our 
exer. (0) aY-) Reve) | (-1e/-m Com (-4-(era Mol Ul aent-lteve emo) a lecjeableit(o)eu ce 
jor-X0) 0) (MU COMUY lal Cem Cometlal.C-e-Meclexanlemelluieren 

Our network of over 200 retail store/schools needs 
ncolb atom lacieabloicoyccy-Velener-)ake)i(-vmueler-Vear-ll(aleslegeosiiioye 
in the diving business. Why not go with the best? We have 
a time-proven record of excellence. 

Call our Placement Director at the NASDS Instructors 
College at (213) 595-5361. 


NASDS Instructors College 
4004 Sports Arena Blvd. 
San Diego, CA 92110 ORD 


State approved by V.A., Students Vocational Kehabilitation, State and V.A. 


INSTRUCTION 
~ 


PN ateldtelitelame); 
( SCUBA DIVING 
Tots lele] a 
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YOUR ASSURANCE 
OF PERSONAL 
COLLEGE PROFESSIONAL TRAINING 


Whether you desire a full time career as a professional sport diving instructor 
or want to develop your advanced level skills ... consider NAU/ College. 


e Amaximum student / teacher ratio of 6:4 

® Asupportive staff of professional educators led by 
Jim Hicks, one of the industry's top minds 

@ Free full-time placement assistance and 
business consultation for graduates 

e An esteemed roster of alumni worldwide 


If you are looking for an intelligent and straightforward approach, call collect 
or send for information. 






NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
Please send me your brochure OF UNDERWATER 


INSTRUCTORS COLLEGE 


Name. : 

27402 Camino Capistrano, 
Address Suite 103 

Laguna Niguel, CA 92677 
City. State jes eee 714/582-0186 





Non-California residents 
can call toll free 
4-800-423-7095 


All courses approved by the Superintendent of Education. 
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reavanent | IF YOU DIVE | 


MASK CLEAR! 
DON'T SMOKE 
skin diver magazine | 


DIVE YOUR OWN 
WRECKS 


¢ Ty OUT Or Hie 
ey Xo, 
14) © 


APPLY KLEAR-VU LAMINATE TO INSIDE OF YOUR 





MASK FOR PERMANENT DIVING. 
$9.95 / KIT (covers 2 masks) or 2 / $18.00 
SCUBA TECH GUIDES - 447 ATLANTIC AVE., FREEPORT, NY 11520 
(516) 868-2900 (Dealer Inquiries Welcome) 
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WEAR A 
DIFFERENT 


HAT 
BECOME A PRO DIVER 


One complete 
course including 
air, mixed gas, 
saturation, 

U/W cutting 
and welding, 
and chamber 
operation. 
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FIND THEM WITH TODAY’S 
PROFESSIONAL TECHNOLOGY 
THE FISHER PROTON 
MAGNETOMETER 














'o ° 
c ° 
“ecited 3° 











An eligible institution for student loans & grants. 
Located in the Port of Philadelphia) 


i ore Mary 
DIVERS AGADEMY 45:52". 


2500 So. Broadway e Camden, N.J. 08104 
Call 1-800-238-DIVE in N.J. (609) 966-1871 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY 
PHONE 






158 SKIN DIVER MAY 1986 


This low cost, highly sensitive proton magne- 
tometer detects large metal objects up to 800 
feet away. And it’s easily adjustable to the 
magnetic field in your area. Fishers even pro- 
vides a way to pinpoint a wreck so you can buoy 
its location. 

e Low cost—only $4,350 e 4” x12’ x 8” contro! unit 
e 4’ x 6” towable fish e LED display visible at 10 feet 
e 150’ tow line (400’ option available) e Detects: 1 
gal. drum at 6’; 55 gal. drum at 25’; barge at 200’; 
large ship at 800’. 


For more information about Fishers’ fine products 
write for our free catalog. 


Il J.W. FISHERS MFG. CO. 


ANTHONY ST. (DEPT. ST) TAUNTON, MASS. 02780 
(617) 822-7330 
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TECHNIFACTS 


The search area was in the open ocean 
just outside the harbor, perhaps one-half 
mile from the shore and about the same 
distance from an oil drilling island. Depth 
was 35 feet with a silt bottom; devoid of 
vegetation and mainly free of debris. Two 
flood control channels empty in this area 
and visibility was extremely limited, about 
three feet near the surface and zero on 
the bottom. 

The Long Beach Life Guard dive team 
in one of their boats, the ESD team in 
another boat and, later, a third dive team 
from the Orange County Sheriff's Depart- 
ment, agreed on an underwater search 
pattern coordinated by the ESD team 
leader. All divers had worked the pattern 
that had been agreed on so there was no 
delay in getting the search started. 

Just at dusk the plane was located. The 





The ESD dive truck and patrol vehicle | 


passenger-photographer’s body was re- 
moved from the plane and brought to the 
surface. A marker float was tied to the 
plane, which was raised the next day by 
Orange County crews. 

Los Angeles is rightfully grateful and 
proud of its Emergency Services Detail, 
which performs such a wide range of 
search and rescue missions. In support 
of these capabilities the unit has one 36 
foot boat rigged for diving search and re- 
covery based at Marina del Rey and a 28 
foot boat on a trailer based at the unit’s 
headquarters. It, too, is equipped for lim- 
ited search and rescue as well as diving 
operations. Both boats are equipped, and 
are sometimes used, for special enforce- 
ment missions such as policing dive 
boats for proper equipment and proce- 
dures during patrols off Catalina Island. 
Hughes 500 and Bell 47 helicopters from 
the Sheriff's Aero Bureau supplement the 
work of the Sikorsky S-58 in search and 
rescue response. The boats, and the 
ESD crews, also work to supplement oth- 
er government agencies and other units 
within the Sheriff's Department. During 
Los Angeles Police Special Weapons 
Team (SWAT) work, one ESD response 
truck will also respond, primarily to pro- 
vide paramedic capabilities. 








It is obvious that the key to the success 
of this very special unit is the men them- 
selves. Highly skilled and trained, and 


sev oe ned, youl For The Lowest Total Tuition of °1095 + Reg. Fee 
ighly motivated, the crews make things YES ST Ra ay 
happen as planned. The initial training of A You, TOO, Can Become A 


ESD crew members includes a total of 


1,598 hours of extremely rigorous condi- Commercial Deep Sea Diver 


tioning such as 200 hours of mountain 





search and rescue, 1,000 hours of para- In July & October 1986 Classes only 
medic training, plus more than 300 addi- vk 
‘nalRGure fe bine firefighting, special * Coastal offers you the lowest tuition: e We are one of the few schools that 
weapons, mine rescue and heavy rescue $1,095. Why pay more? Our graduates teaches commercial hard hat used in 
rehearsals. To cope with the demands of ra at the same starting wages along- _ salvage and construction fields. 
ir | Side studen | 
their jobs these men must be fit and they Students who paid $4,000 to © We stress safety. Our school has never 
must stay fit. $6,000 tuition at other schools. Fa dette ea 
When | asked Lieutenant Michael —COMPARE and SAVE! maak irae eties | Soli Vaal 


Quinn what his recommendations would some other schools. 


be for a prospective member of this elite 
group, he told me, ‘‘! would strongly rec- 
ommend such a person show motivation 


® You'll train full-time: 8 hours a day. 
9 days a week for only 11/2 weeks 
to earn your diploma. Course is 1/3 


e In 36 years of operation, Coastal has 
trained over 8,000 American and 
foreign students as commercial divers. 


to become an ESD member by becoming academic, */s practical. 3 | 3 
a certified diver, learning EMT proce- © We teach you all 4 phases to become Join the ranks of Coastal’s commercial 
dures, survival skills and be an excellent a well-rounded diver: salvage, research diving graduates working worldwide. 


swimmer.’ Then it will be necessary to construction, oil field. Write today for details. No obligation. 
try, and keep trying, to gain admission to RTC rica re | 


the unit. e You'll work in 11 to 17 different types Coastal School of Deep Sea Diving =» SD-56 
‘Becoming a member requires an out- of commercial diving gear. A mixed gas | 320 29th Avenue, Oakland, CA 94601 | 
look similar to being a successful mem- dive included. | For full details and application form, | 
ber of the team,’’ Quinn said. ‘“You have | enclose $3 U.S. for handling and postage. | 
to be tenacious but not so stubborn as to Coastal School Of ) Name | 
jeopardize your life or the mission.” Deep Sea Diving Pi OSA: 2 te a bale | 
Teelniiaele for next moat wi be an 320 29th Avenue | dtine sey BS rereke So cakes ala : 
update on information available to sport MM Cit 
divers who want to learn about search yee Naat | a, 76 | 





and rescue training, underwater investi- 
gation and police work. Books, organiza- 
tions and associations, and training 
schools that are available for SuCh train- | | gouesmecrwnes 
















ing will be discussed. Be with us for the rere oe 
emergency facts, plus some answers to || — a = SWIM PLATFORMS 
questions from Technifacts readers. ># NURSE The safety boarding system for To purchase dive resorb.or island 
NS boats—guaranteed the best or full re- with or near an airport. 
BS a fund. It’s also removable! 
TRINKWALDER HONORED > \" FREE BROCHURE DWM °@ 4217 Highland Road, 
\ P.O. Box 1116 © Ft. Pierce, FL 33454 









Sherwood Scuba chief engineer Joe ~ (906) 464-8000 Suite 304, Pontiac, MI 48054 


Trinkwalder was honored by the distribu- 
tors of Sherwood scuba products at the 
recent DEMA show in Orlando, Florida. 
Trinkwalder, who has been involved 
with Sherwood for more than two dec- 













Constant Air 


ades, has been one of the industry’s fore- ee LL Supply! No 
most designers. His contributions over cS AT Tanks! 

the years have included design work on $1730/$1866 
the Sherwood Magnum, Magnum Bliz- 
zard, Brut and Shadow regulators. He 
has also been a driving force behind the 
designs of Sherwood medical, mine and 









E-200/E-300 Third Lung 
ANCHOR POWER HOUSE 







fire-rescue breathing apparatus. Trink- || 236 Charwood Circle 4760 N.W. 128th St. Rd. 
walder is currently credited on more than || ochester, NY 14609 Miami, FL 33054 
a dozen patents for gas control de- (716) 637-4150/638-8908 (800) 327-8350/432/5035 


VICES. >t 
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THE 
SEA 
BELT 


j Nae \0) | an O70) a) F101! 


Weight Belt 
For Less Stress 


I lal=rs.=1o )" 08) ole) |: @Xe)|(-le (eam) elUli(- i (-\u/-1 hme plemyeiel| e)(0i(— By 
C=lalo\wial-YoMelsikim-co)e\-11m MES) [(o](e] 8] Mmmm @o] ce] (ole YAO) 
8439 Barkley Dr. Houston, Texas 77017 (713) 643-4051 






UNDERWATER a | 
® @ 
: td Gates 
4 i Buddy System [[ e TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
> BY BONNIE J. CARDONE 
TECHNOLOGY 
@ We have taken one of the most unique pieces of ® 
| equipment on the market, (Our own “Original Buddy fi 
System”), and dared to improve it. Hence the “B 
® System II” was born, a dive bag on wheels, with all the * 
ia same unique features as the original buddy system. It’s " 
portable, cat ame back, ae te ve it oe = 
apart to make it more compact. wheels are s 
= removable for checking it in at the airline. Best of all, it’s = he Sea Belt, manufactured by St. 
Re priced within the budget of every diver, because it costs | Claire Company and distributed by 
e just a little more than a regular dive bag. While we still e | D'A Gard : h filled 
Fi perigee By inierecihc n elloe er vests MIU chiea i Mae BRS Lt 
. and durabilliy, we designed the “Buddy System Il” as a e | Weightbelt. As such, it has several advan- 
c integr: ilizin: e 
I cart, we were able to cut our cost of production andpass | tages conventional lead weightbelts do 
our savings on to you. It can’t help being a hit, after allit’s. @ | not. For instance, the Sea Belt is cloth. It 
e another quality, innovative product by U.D.T. Inc. é , 
| Suggested retail $99.95, By will not chafe as lead weights do, thus, 
e rapa Tee, 20, Box 1624, Nederland, TX 77627 @ | there is almost no wear and tear on wet- 
Or phone: (409) 724-1823 | | 
L.cmrcmrcmrcmr cm cmrem omen cmememomomomomonl sults and drysuits. if dropped, the Sea 
aircid eae on Renter Samide Gerd Belt will not datnage ‘the deck (or at beat 


and/or any human body parts with which 
it may come in contact. While it is being 
worn, it is kind to other divers and to any 
parts of a boat it may brush against. It 
~ can’t scratch, dent or bruise anything or 
anyone. This is one weighbelt you can 


wear into the galleys of most charter dive 


boats without encountering the hostility of 
> crew members. | 
The Sea Belt has a sturdy plastic 
66 weightbelt buckle. The two inch wide ny- 
SK. PAT-PEND. NE eee way? lon webbing is resin coated for durability. 
>. The body of the Sea Belt is 1,000 denier | 
“ LIGHT WEIGHT®BEACH TESTEDeCOMPACT Cordura nylon. It is double stitched on the | 





eKEEPS TANK SECURE IN CAR OR BOAT inside, which makes the seams very du- 
eQUICK CONNECT- RELEASE DESIGN rable. It is divided into five inch wide com- 
eDEALER INQUIRIES INVITED | partments by stitching that starts at the | 
bottom of the belt and stops just about an 
fis Feo gr eet opera inch from the top. Lead shot is poured in- 
! ree Supe Ale ete ao to the belt through a small opening (less 
Eide seein aie aia than two inches wide) held closed by a | 
Pigs R noice INC. plastic slide. Images D’Avant Garde rec- 
o ! POMPANO BEACH, FL. 33060 ommends using size 7’ to 9 gunshot, 
| Name available from gun shops and some dive 
oe Address stores. A 25 pound sack of gunshot costs | 
‘ Call toll free 1-800-331-3956 | City about $11.95. 
ONY oe eee ee away | SM ae area On the back of the belt there is stitching 


across two of the compartments that | 
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FAMOUS “SKINDIVER” 


CUSTO Mi 
WET SUITS t 


NYLON | NYLON Il 


6195/1019 | 


Order direct and SAVE! 





































































forms a half-moon shape. Shot cannot fill 
this space. According to the Sea Belt’s 
designers this: relieves stress put on the 
lower back by the weightbelt; helps keep 
the belt in place on deeper dives; and 
provides room for backpacks. 

Each Sea Belt comes with a brass 
coated snap hook for attaching such ac- 
cessories as goodie bags, lights, etc. 

Weightbelts are generally low mainte- 








mrarne 


Tough, flexible, transparent housings 
for electronics, cameras, documents, 































WA State add sales tax. Clip and mail this coupon today. i 


To: Skin Diver Wet Suits 
1632 S. 250th 
Kent, Washington 98032-5499 N 
Name 


Address { 
City State Zip i] 
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iary, Nikon Inc., for sale in this country. 
The United States is Nikon's largest over- 
seas market. 

The new Nikon Inc. Center is in the 
heart of a modern high technology-orient- 
ed industrial park—Harbor Technology 
Center—at 19601 Hamilton Avenue, Tor- 
rance, CA; (213) 516-7124. nee 







charts and eee equipment. 
a. | nance items and the Sea Belt is NO eCX- | guns — | 
Satisfaction guaranteed B | ception. Rinse in freshwater after the div- 
ing day is over and let dry. 
Men's or women’s custom tailored to your fj The Sea Belt comes in royal blue, in 
measurements with high pants and collar th Th fies f iat 
for super warmth. Finest wet suit material, 4 wish ily hact Sen ee IY eee 
completely nylon lined. Features sewn i 
seams, noncorrosive zipper and twist 
locks. 1/4"’ or 3/16’’ material — mark a 
choice below. Just fill in your measure- 
ments and mail your order. Quick delivery i 
with Visa, Mastercard, and M.O. Checks 5 
take 3 weeks to clear. 
%" 3/16" a 
Sex Age he. t 
Height ‘ fi | 
Weight f ‘Survival 
Ankle = pouches 
Calf ’ Lead bird shot is added to the Sea Belt Tough, transpar- 
i through an opening under the fabric to the ent, in 6 sizes, for 
K 
nee i left of the plastic slide. The slide is slipped protecting valu- 
Thigh 2 over the opening to secure the shot. ables, charts navigation computer, 
{ i i firearms, ammunition and flares. 
_____ Hips from 25 to 30 inches, holds up to 22 Guaranteed to be 100% airtight. 
Waist q pounds of shot; the medium fits waists 
I from 29 to 35 inches and holds up to 30 ewa 
___ Chegi pounds of shot; the large fits waists from 
Nec” A 34 to 40 inches and holds up to 38 watersound 
pS | pounds of shot. for portable VHF radios 
WrFu The Sea Belt sells for $26.95. For more ae Rie By Fae 
Forearm ft information contact: Images D’Avant idles heen weokHor 
Garde, 110 Mariner Green Drive, Corte ; : 
Elbow Send and receive mes 
Biceps flexible housing. With 
ia K NIKON CENTER built-in finger tip control. 
Ankle to KneZ ' Nikon Incorporated recently opened a Guaranteed Water- 
77,000 square foot National Distribution proof. 
Ankle to Cros i Center and regional office in Torrance, 
Ankle to Wak , ewa 
____ Shoulder Sezin master 
to Crotch i Compact camera housings. 
. 2 models fit most com- 
Wrist to Bl : pact, autofocus, and 
Bra and Cup Size™ 4 t disc cameras. Under- 
: . — i water tested to 30 ft. 
Wrist to Armpit 
______Hat Size i 
Include MC - VISA - - | ao — 
a Bet 2955 ‘ein i California. The center will serve as the ini- INCORECE NOU SHADS. 
[_] BOOTS $12.95 C--J i tial distribution point for all Nikon 35mm 5 models to fit 
[_] HOOD $11.95 cameras, lenses, photographic accesso- the latest Beta 
[_] Add $3.00 for each Nylon II Accessory j ries and surveying and ophthalmic instru- Brim: WHS and 
WOMEN OVER 175 Ibs. AND/OR 8°10" ADD $35.00 TINTS sav teeny ie UNA WORE Cy  VHS-C 
$6.00 for postage, $850 Canada, $15 APO, FPO. No COD. ff | PON Kogaku K.K., Japan, to its subsid- Camcorders. 


Call or write for free information to: 
Pioneer Marketing and Research 
216 Haddon Ave., Westmont, NJ 08108 
1 (800) 257-7742, 1 (609) 854-2424 
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old—the lure of the yellow metal is as 
ancient as the history of man. And, 
who hasn't dreamed of unearthing a new 
vein or recovering lost nuggets that have 
escaped previous detection? Gold is, af- 
ter all, out there for the taking. 
The phone rang. My cousin was on the 


other end. ‘‘Look, |’ve staked a claim on 
the best gold bearing river in the country 
and I’ve bought a dredging outfit and 
sluice box. Grab your diving gear and get 
up here, we'll split 50-50!"’ he said. Nug- 
gets big as walnuts excited my imagina- 
tion and two days later, van loaded with 


gear, | headed into gold country. 

It was a full day’s drive from Vancou- 
ver, B.C. to the town of Braelorn, B.C., a 
former gold mining center now almost 
abandoned. Prospectors on their way to 
the Cariboo gold rush in the 1860s dis- 
covered gold in the gravel of the Bridge 
River and soon it was rife with the sounds 
of sluices. In the 1890s, hard rock claims 
were established along the Hurly River 
and the town of Braelorn sprang up in the 
wilderness. More than $100 million of 
gold (at $35 per ounce) was retrieved be- 
fore the veins ran out and the mines were 
abandoned. Today, only a few hardy 
souls remain, ensconced amidst the 
abandoned shells that housed a tough, 
earlier breed. 

The road to the Bridge River gold coun- 
try follows the same route used by pro- 
spectors over 100 years ago. Today, 
however, the route is much easier as 
blacktop makes the passage through the 
Fraser Canyon merely a scenic marvel. 
Gone are the paddlewheelers that 
steamed along the lower Fraser to the 
outposts of Fort Yale. No longer do the 
ox teams, horse teams, mule trains and 
even camels slog the precipitous walls of 
that rugged canyon on the way to the 
gold fields. 

Three-quarters of the way up the Fra- 
ser Canyon, at the town of Lytton, my 
route leaves the main highway and leads 
to the town of Lilooet, once a center of 





The World of Underwater Savings 








HELIX EXTENSION TUBES 


Helix upgrade kit for 
Nikonos or Helix basic 
tomasterset ........ 

Helix basic set for 35 UWN 
Gets Tse, et Weal Ne ge 

Helix basic set for 283UWN 
(121, 1:1,8,.7:2075). 60. 

Helix deluxe set for 
S5UWN (2:1, 1:1, 
WERT Bt ay di ale 

Helix Master set for 
S5UWN (2:1, 1:1, 1:2, 
1:3) and 2BUWN (1:1.8, 
iy Age Se Drones tase Gee 

Helix Super Master set for 
35UWN (2:1, 1:1, 

1:2, 1:3) and 28UWN 
C141, TAB RAPS): uw >. 


$ 79.50 
$ 79.50 


$ 79.50 


$110.00 


$140.00 


$155.00 


HELIX SPECIAL NEW NIKONOS 
PACKAGES 


Nikonos V Pkg. w/35mm 
2.5 dive light and case 
Nikonos V Pkg. w/35mm 
f2.5 dive light, 
Aqua F-Ill TTL and 
case (18x13x18") ..... 
Nikonos V Pkg. w/35mm 
f2.5 dive light, book, 
case Aquaflash 28 & 
light mount ......... 
Nikonos V Pkg. w/35mm 
2.5 dive light, book, 


$429.00 


$678.00 


$749.00 


case Aquaflash 28 TTL 
& light mount........ 
Nikonos V Pkg. w/35mm 
f2.5 dive light, Nikonos 
SB-103, case 
(18x13x8”), & book... . 
Nikonos V Pkg. w/35mm 
2.5 dive light, Nikonos 
close-up outfit, 
Aquaflash 28TTL, light 
mount, book & case. . . 


$819.00 


$725.00 


$929.00 


HELIX AUTO MARINE Ii HOUSING 


Tested to 100 feet. May be 
used with the Nikon L35AF, 
Nikon One-Touch, » x3 °” 
New Canon Sure :& 

Shot, Canon 
AF35M and 
Canon AF35ML. 


Helix Auto-Marine ll 
Housing (Please 


specify camera)...... $ 89.50 
Helix Auto-Marine 21 Slave 

Strobe’. O28. oa. eo. e. $ 75.00 
HELIX AQUAFLASH 28 


Designed for the Nikonos III, IV, or V, the 
Aquaflash 28 comes with a mounting 
tray, arm, and coiled interchangeable 
sync cord. Two-year limited warranty 
included. 







* 


Helix Aquaflash 28 Advanced First Aid Afloat . $ 6.00 
(specify Nikonos Choosing and Using U/W 
WIWIWIVIV ee $329.00 SUODES can ot. $ 7.95 
New Helix Aquaflash Dangerous Marine 
POMS Melee Vegans bank $399.00 Animals ............ $15.00 
New TTL Upgrade kit for Diving & Snorkeling Guide 
Aquaflash 28 ........ $129.00 to FloridaKeys....... $ 8.95 
Helix short arm, 8’....... $ 9.95 D & S Guide to Bonaire, 
Helix light mount........ $ 10.50 Aruba & Curacaco.... $ 8.95 
Helix 15mm wide angle D & S Guide to Cozumel . . $ 8.95 
adapter ............ $ 27.95 D & S Guide to Hawaiian 
Islands «3.0004. 38.4% $ 8.95 
HELIX EO CONNECTORS Howard Hall's Successful 
6” EQ to Nik. WIM. $ 56.00 U/W Photography .... $14.95 
6” EQ to Nik. IIIVVV..... $ 56.00 Samantha............. $19.95 
10 ft. male/female EO .... $ 99.00 Scuba Equipment Care 
20 ft. male/female EO .... $108.00 and Maintenance $ 9.95 
i Within a Rainbowed Sea $59.95 
DIVE LIGHTS 
Helix Dive Light......... $14.95 ae 
Helix Dive Light w/Krypton Pocketmarine 110 
USA). hr ta. $19.95 CAMEla «. .. 45h. $109.00 
Helix Mini-Dive Light... . . $9.75 Macro lens w/wand 
Ikelite Mini-C Light (21 6 oe eee eee eee $ 34.00 
w/Krypton bulb ...... $22.50 Close-up lens for 
Toshiba K-133 w/spare WOT ATR) 4 GUE... $ 29.00 
Halogenbulb........ $29.95 Motormarine 35 camera . . $179.00 
Toshiba K-132 w/spare Motormarine 35 pkg. 
Krypton bulb ........ $24.95 w/Slave strobe & case 
with diecutfoam ..... $289.00 
BOOKS OF INTEREST Wide lens adapter (24mm) 
TOR GOs. o An 22a tee $121.75 
NEW! F ‘ Close-up lens for35 ..... $ 21.50 
Church's Nikonos Macro lens w/wand 
Handbook ......... $18.95 fOr OG. ee $ 40.50 





































Underwater orders and information: 800-33 HELIX 


Helix Worldwide Telex #701713 answer back: HELIX CGO UD 
Qualitities Limited. Prices subject to change. 
Shipping or insurance charges not included. 







AELIX 


NEW ADDRESS: 310 S. Racine Ave., Chicago, IL 60607 « 312/421-6000 


Call for our FREE Underwater 
catalog and booklist. 
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gold rush activity. The town, that in the 
1800s took one week to reach, is now 
encountered in five hours of smooth driv- 
ing. At Lilooet, the pavement ends and 
the road to Gold Bridge turns into a nar- 
row, winding, graveled surface that com- 
mands total attention. Eighty miles along 
this dusty, taxing route, the town of Gold 
Bridge comes into view. Abandoned gold 
workings lie scattered through the area. 
From Gold Bridge, the road climbs the 
mountainside toward Braelorn, the end of 
the line. As | reached the heights near 
Braelorn, | could see far below to a nar- 
row river that appeared to rush through 
sheer canyon walls. ‘‘Surely,’’ | hoped, 
“this can’t be the river where my still un- 
seen claim was staked.” 

Half an hour later | had reached my 
destination. My cousin raced out to greet 
me. It was a short embrace, the talk of 
gold came first. 

‘Hey Den,’ | said, “just where is this 
claim of ours. The only water | saw on the 
way in is at the bottom of a ravine that 
would stop a mule in its tracks.”’ 

“Well,’’ he replied, “‘nobody said it 
would be easy.’ 

Over drinks that evening he outlined 
the work that lay in front of us. We would 
spend the first week chain sawing and 
building a trail down the mountainside 
just to access our claim. After that it 
would be a simple matter of constructing 
a platform for our dredging equipment, 
then straight into the grabbing of gold. 
Not liking the prospect of sweating on a 
mountainside for a week, | Suggested we 
look for an easier method of reaching our 
gold claim. 

The next morning we drove to a spot 
about one-half mile upstream from our 
site that was accessible by road. 

‘Why don't we build our platform 
here,’ | suggested, ‘‘and float the gear 
downstream. We can tie a line to the raft 
and one of us can tail it while the other 
leads it.’ We agreed that the plan had 
merit SO we set out to haul the small 
mountain of equipment down to this entry 
point. By early afternoon we had lashed 
together four 45 gallon drums and 
spanned them with sheets of three-quar- 
ter inch plywood to which was tied pump, 
hoses, compressor and gas powered 
motor. Donning our wetsuits, we pushed 
and tugged the apparatus into the rush- 
ing water. 

Making the first 50 feet was only rea- 
sonably difficult. Then we hit the first sub- 
merged boulder. My cousin was leading, 
| was holding the tail line, trying to control 
the rate of movement. When we hit that 
first submerged rock, the raft flipped and 
| felt myself being flung like a cork into the 
main flow of the river. Miraculously, | held 
onto the line and, though the water tried 
to sweep me away, | was able to haul my- 
self back to the floundering raft as Den 
struggled to keep it from being carried 
away. Shaken at the close call, we 
hauled the raft out of the water. 

“No way,’ Den said. “It won't work. 
















PRICE BUSTERS 


SS 





OCTOPUS 


Add $3.50 shipping for each Regulator ordered. 


oeoeee ee ee we eo we ew we we Ow 


INSTRUMENTS 


DELUXE NAVIGATOR 
Gagommith MDG ey eee 
DELUXE COMBO 


Pressure Gauge & 150’ Depth Gauge ......... 
Add $2.50 shipping for each Instrument ordred. 


EQUIPMENT BAG 









DELUXE 
EQUIPMENT 
BAG 





Heavy-Duty Waterproof Nylon 


with padded handle, two end and one 95 
side expandable pockets. 
EG PUP TONS. x. a cart bch, fa) he 5 Whe one dee: Plus shipping 


FINS & BOOTS 


COMPETITION POWER FIN 
Open heel vented fin ................... 1 g95 


THERMO PLASTIC POWER FIN gags 
Open heel vented fin; ......¢4..2....4.. 24 
Add $3.50 shipping for each pair ordered. 


REEF BOOTS Super Stretch Nylon 

Molded Sole Guaranteed not to seperate. 95 

SI16" or't/4" — Size 5-12 . 20. on aaa eden 24 : 
Plus shipping 


ALUMINUM TANKS 


80’ ALUMINUM w/ K valve. 1171995 
80’ ALUMINUM w/ J valve . 13995 


Plus shipping. 





FRANCHISES AVAILABLE 


OWN A PROFESSIONAL DIVE SHOP 
For Information, Write: P.O. Box 1262, Marietta, GA 30061 


(404) 952-3259 





BG JACKETS 


ALL JACKETS 
COMPLETE WITH 
POWER INFLATOR 
AND KAM PACK 

ADVANCED DESIGN 

JACKET — ADV 


see 24995 

File I oe 14995 

JR toe 159° 

U.S.D. PROLINE JACKET ... 18995 
- peo _—~PROFESSIONAL 


Featuring Velcor locking 
Cummerbund and Rapid Exhast 


(LIFETIME WARRANTY) 
Add $4 00 shipping for each Jacket 


a 


PARKWAY 
Farmer John and Jacket ................ 1 6955 


PLUSH SUIT 


Farmer John and Jacket 


With PHish THUG: v.28 Poe Bee eS he) 1 §9°5 


Add $4.00 for each Wet Suit ordered 


MASKS & SNORKELS 


TRI—VIEW MASK 


Wraparound Mask allows clear 
peripheral vision. Double 
Feather-edged seal. 


BLACK RUBBER 












TRASLUCENT SILICONE w/o purge ....... 29° 
TRASLUCENT SILICONE w/ optional purge .. 3995 


= PROFESSIONAL SNORKEL 


- With swivel mouthpiece 
BE SILIOONE one Ge La eae ] g%5 


AB SELF-DRAINING SNORKEL 
F With swivel mouthpiece 1 395 


SILICONE w/ Blue Tube ...... 
| BLACK RUBBER w/ Black Tube 1 095 


Pius shipping 














RETAIL STORE CONVENIENTLY LOCATED WITH-IN 15 MINUTES 
INTERSTATES; 1-75, 1-85,1-20, 1-285 and DOWNTOWN ATLANTA. 


SPORTS 


1690 COBB PARKWAY, SE 
P.O. BOX 1262 
MARIETTA, GA 30061 


MERCHANDISERS () === 


ALL MERCHANDISE SHIPPED WITHIN 48 HOURS! 


'UkYew- Taro mo) el-1e-tdleleme)mlii-m-10) o) eLelam-xe 101] olanl-1a) @-Jalolel(omare) © oX-melalel-lac-Lc-lamuihisrelehmelel-lilil-com- (aren e)ae) °l-imlalctiaelel (lela) 
in their use. This ad does not imply the sale of life support equiptment through the mail. 
* U.S. Divers Conshelf 20 is available for in-store purchase only. 
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—FOR FASTEST ACTION— 
CARD HOLDERS ORDER TOLL-FREE 


800-437-4385 


Credit card holders may use toll-free number above 
or send check or money order plus $2.50 for each 


1 $2.00 for U.P.S. air delivery. 
1 YEAR WARRANTY — 30 DAY TRIAL watebi Ade an apaiions 

ON THE RUN guarantees the lowest prices, largest selection, | North Dakota residents add 4% tax. 
fastest service, 1-year warranty on all watch modules and a 30- -day 107 Roberts St., Dept. SK-5 
trial. We’re North America’s largest sportswatch dealer and we'll On" lhe Kun P.O. Box 67, Fargo, ND 58107 
meet all prices in this magazine! Telephone (701) 232-9400 


We give you our full address and our own toll-free order center Write for a free one-year subscription to our catalog 
(not just an answering service). of timepieces and hi-tech items for better living. 


NEW CASIO SUPER TOUGH NEW CASIO 
7-YEAR “G-SHOCK Il” TRU-DUO STAINLESS 
FEATURING— ANALOGIDIGITAL DIVER only 


FEATURING— 
¢ Waterproof to 660 feet 
* 33-foot shock-proof ¢ Waterproof to 330 feet 
e Space age urethane case, e 1/10 second stopwatch with 
oversize buttons repeat every hour ; 
e Electronic calendar, AM/PM ¢ Daily alarm/hourly time signal 
¢ 1/100 second stopwatch with e Luminous hands/dial 
repeat every hour e Rotating bezel 
e Screw-lock crown (stainless 
model only) 
¢ Digital display with dual time 
e Electronic calendar, 12/24 hr. time 
e Stainless case, resin band 
ALSO AVAILABLE 
BLACK PLASTIC MODEL: $3995 


CASIO MQD-200W 
FEATURING— 

© 660 ft. waterproof 

¢ Screw-lock crown 

e¢ Luminous hands/dia! 











and hi-tech items 
























EASILY USED 
































with alarm, chronograph, timer or 
calendar 
¢ Countdown timer, %4 oz. case/band 


MEN’S 200M DIVER 

FEATURING— pitas 

° 660 ft. waterproof Geo F? f eb 
* * 


e Swiss ESA movement 

© One-way bezel 

¢ Screw-lock crown 

¢ Luminous hands/dia! 

¢ Stainless case, calendar 
© Quality equal to Heuer 
and Seiko 


LADIES’ 200M DIVER 









































CASIO DW-1400 

FEATURING— 

© 660 ft. waterproof 660 FT, 

° 7-year battery/3 alarms 

¢ 1/100 stopwatch, calendar 

© Countdown timer 

° Stainiess case and band 

j © 12/24 time, night light 
ALSO AVAILABLE: 

$4925 pwisooc/Resin band. .*39% 


LORUS LADIES ERO11_ 

















ie ie 
Fegqos 1se salty 
CASIO LADIES La3siCW 








































FEATUR FEATURING— FEATURING— 
* 660 ft. pbaseney % size ¢ 330 ft. waterproof (330 FT, © 330 ft. waterproof 
° Long-life batter © Timing beze 


e Screw-lock crown 





y 
e 1/100 stopwatch, calendar 
© 12/24 hour time 
© Daily/hourly alarms 
e Manufactured by “ Puiser 
(makers of Seiko and Pulsar’ 
SGQee ¢ Stainless case and band 


CASIO TOUGHWATCH 1 


FEATURING— 
© 330 ft. waterproof ;~< 
¢ Withstands high/low temps. 7 


e 5-year battery, 3 alarms 
© 1/100 stopwatch 

© 12/24 time, 12- Bb LCD 
cer cae, 

* Night light, ca i jar 
$3995 - % oz. case/band 





° Luminous hands/dial 
e Stainless case 
¢ Casio quality 












° Swiss eeat an GOD . 
° One-way (os . 
© Screw- ee cole a 22> 

e Luminous “crown, G60 FD) 


¢ Stainless case, calendar 
¢ Quality equal to Heuer 
and Seiko 


CASIO DW-5200C 


FEATURING— 
e 660 ft. waterproof (660 FT 
© 33-foot shock-proof 

e 7-year racer A ss alarms 

¢ 1/100 stopwa 

© 12/24 time, 12 caigit LCD 

* Countdown timer 

¢ Night light, paneer 

° % oz. case/band 
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CASIO THERMO 515 


FEATURING— 


© 330 ft. waterproof 
° Reads temp. in F° or C° 
© 1/100 sec. stopwatch 
with Le os every hour 

° Temp/da tiyihourly alarms 
¢ Calendar, 12/24 hour time 
* 8 time zones, night light 
° % oz. case/band 




























Underwater Photography Courses 
By Dick Jacoby 


Take , Underwater pictures simply, affordably 
You can do it - You can afford it 


We're here to help you, guide you, and teach you what you need to know! Learn from the expert - Dick Jacoby has instructed U/W 
Photography to thousands since 1971. Dick teaches to your needs, and his enthusiasm excites everyone to learn to the limit! 
Not a diver? That's O.K. Dick teaches photography to snorklers and landlubbers too. 


Coming seminars - Hands on experience - All photo gear supplied 































Beginning U/W photography, Chicago April 26 May 24 

Advanced U/W photography, Chicago April 27 

Beginning U/W video, Chicago May 3 Advanced U/W video May 4 

U/W photo gear, Our World Underwater, Hyatt Regency Chicago ane rmnmnnwnennn ve rnsemetneinnannnentnntnantnttennatnnnittnintnntnnntnnnmsntntt May 16 
Bahamas U/W Photo trips abord Shedd Aquarium’s 80’ Coral Reef tl -nmmennnnnnnminsnennnenmnne UGS 9itOW Geen ee 17 to 24 
GloridacKeys U/W DOIG TERN Ty COUNGS cdi Ena a ein renin CL. 1910 24 


Private and semi-private seminars by appointment 
Florida Courses - Caribbean Photo Holidays - National Seminars 
Learn at home from books and shows produced by Dick Jacoby 

“Underwater Video Book” Complete guide, 64990 .....ccccc:cccnrcstnnminnmnimtnininumeneuninaietuniitnnnennnmnmnnnnniinmnninnnnnanunmenninmannnnmnnnninnnnacene P14. 95 
“WAN Peto Progratn” - Availeisio light, SACOb yx accent tenet renlcnnesndindntinmitinnennstnciinininnttencmenienene G1 DGS 
“Care of Your Nikonos System” VHS or Beta Video Cassette nant enenennsnnnnrnenennntnsnnentnunttestnstssntatncenutnnnamnnennnnemit $29.95 
“Use of Your Nikonos System” VHS or Beta Video Cassette nn cnnenensmusnunnisnmntununntntnenmnntnemtinnunienenntnmtininattiniinnetneigsttstistninnannittnnsintee $29.95 
Save $10.00 when buying “Care” and “uSe” tapes together... nmnre.-mencscnsmmminnumenentnninnennentienntnntnenentsinmenennetntsinnentninssniunisniiitinasnansentenentennee $49.90 
“4-In-1 Photo Show” - Basics, color, lenses, Sync. 

“4-In-1 Lighting Show” - Available light, flash exposure and coverage, lighting design, application. 

Either4-In-1) show: VHS onBeta Video Cassette ean ane noc hae cnet nena vnneeeisniontnnnennnenamsnsntenuasniasacntetnnntneie $49.95 
Either 4-In-1 show: 80 Slides, audio cassette, SCIP t en annnsennnsnnnenmrnntnnnnnenten A eaten Bo eee ee oe SOOO 


DO IT NOW! Phone (312) 774- 9526 én information. Don't pit it off! 
The Creative Whale, 6676 N. Northwest Hwy., Chicago, IL 60631 


Whale’s Eye Photo 
> Nationwide U/W photography and video rental © 


We'll answer your photo questions! Call (312) 774-9526 Monday through Friday, 10:00 am to 3:00 pm CST. Orders only: (800) 
WHALEO1, any time, day or night. 


Whale Sharpeye - get reds, crisp pictures at 50° without Strob@, SEMIN nase nnnnenenen ME Re coe a ee PAG IID 
Whale Marine Eye - Attaches to 35mm - Change underwater! 28mm coverage, excellent optics .. Bek ee RN Se eee oe A OO ee EAI $89.95 
Whale Close-n-Wide - Macro and wide angle in one system - 1:2, 1:3 macro, 28mm wide angle........ - $149.95 
Whale Bag, 18°x13"x10" - Protect all your photo gear - Can be carried anywhere, plane, boat, etc a $69.95 
Small Whale Bag. Protect your camera, spare lens, filter eens nsnnneneennsmttneemenatnennsnnest a 
O-Ring Removal Tool Kit, with pouch - Used by professionals... 
Whale Strobe TTL-Il - Fully dedicated to Nikonos V - TTL Exposure, Full, 4 power - 28mm coverage - 15mm difuser - 150 flashes per 
set of AA batteries - Only 2 pounds - Test/Emergency switch - “On” plus ready light - Reinforced removable COP eee $289.95 
Ikelite Disc Case, Keystone Camera, water lens, finder - Complete and ready tO QO i innnmnennennnnnnnmmnnnnnimnennniunsnnsnnnimnnnnmnnmenmnmnenn S9B.00 
Whale’s Eye Specials 

Whale's Eye exciusive - Get personal technical assistance when you buy any special - Tech Hot Line phone number and your own access 
code, pilus our exclusive “Nikonos Care Manual” included! 
#1 Nikonos V, 35mm lens, Whale Spotter Light, O-Ring Removal Tool Kit, Case nn nennnnnnnnnnntnneennennennennnnenennnimnnemnnniunne P4EAQ OO 
#2 Nikonos V, 35mm lens, Whale Sharpeye Filter, gets reds, crisp pictures (No need for a strobe to 50 f feet). PR eer aoe eee ee $499.00 
#3 Nikonos V, 35mm lens, Whale Strobe TTL-II, O-Ring Removal Tool Kit... ee ee - $749.00 

Purchase of Nikonos V includes free Nikon Extention Tube Set, plus $100. 00 trip coupon. ‘Purchase of SB- 102 orSB-103 

includes an additional $100.00 trip coupon. 

Ask for our free catalog. Full line of U/W photo equipment. Prices subject to change. 

Order from: Whale’s Eye Photo, P.O. Box 453, Downers Grove, IL 60515 
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DIVING FOR GOLD 


We'll have to go back to the original 
plan.’’ Thoughts of where my battered 
body might have ended made me nod my 
head in rapid agreement. 

We worked hard on the trail and it took 
us only three days to construct a steep 
but manageable path to our claim. Re- 
cruiting extra hands, it took another day 
to haul the equipment down to the site. 
On the fifth day we felled some trees and 
constructed a platform over the water 
from which we could work. By early after- 
noon we were ready to enter the water. 
The excitement was growing. 

Den was to work the first two hour shift 
underwater while | kept watch above. The 
compressor provided him with air as he 


guided the four inch suction hose along 
the bottom. Sand and gravel was being 
washed down our Long Tom sluice, and 
| wondered how much gold was being 
trapped in the riffles and matting that lay 
at its base. | fantasized spending the for- 
tune that would accumulate. 

After two hours | signaled my cousin to 
come up and prepared for my shift. Once 
in the water, | experienced the difficulty of 
dredging our present location. The boul- 
der behind which we worked, although 
huge, was not big enough to halt the rag- 
ing flow of water that rushed down the 
mountain canyon. Water was forced 
through the gaps between this boulder 
and the rocks on which it lay, creating 
jets that clouded visibility and pummeled 
the body. It was disconcerting and even 
dangerous. !f we undermined too much 
material from below the boulder, it could 
topple. Anyone below would be doomed. 

We ended the day after my shift, then 
discussed the situation. ‘‘Getting pretty 
hairy down there,”’ | said. 






Yeah,’ he agreed, ‘‘let’s look for 
another spot with better protection.” 

One hundred yards farther down the 
canyon we found a massive boulder of 
many tons. It appeared to offer the safety 
we needed to keep the force of the river 
from doing us in before we reached pay- 
dirt. We washed the contents of the sluice 
into a container then headed for home, 
prepared to move the next day. 

That night the rains came. In the high 
mountains the downpour was staggering. 
It poured for two nights and days before 
letting up. On the third day, the sun broke 
through the clouds and shafts of warm 
light brightened our spirits. Once again it 
was back to the claim. We slipped and 
stumbled down the slippery mountain 
path, then reached our workings. Neither 
of us was prepared for what we saw. 
The river had come up three or more 


The gold claim on the Hurly River in British 
Columbia: an unforgettable experience. 





feet, raging even faster through the nar- 
row canyon. Angered perhaps by our in- 
trusion into its realm, the river had taken 
its revenge. Where we had left our timber 
platform and equipment only days be- 
fore, now there was nothing. It had been 
stolen, grabbed by the powerful flow and 
washed away. It was a blow that was to- 
tally unexpected. Somehow, it raised our 
determination. We would buy new edquip- 
ment and start again. 

Five days later, $2,000 poorer, we 
were back on the river, erecting a new 
platform at the base of our mega-boulder. 
This time it went better. The water flow 
was manageable and we worked steadily 
below the surface, removing the sand 
and gravel. 

As the surface gravel disappeared, 
sucked through the hose and into the 
sluice, the work became more difficult. 
Stones too big to enter the nozzle were 


Phone Central Last! 


CENTRAL SKINDIVERS is a full time, full line pro shop with an olympic size indoor pool. CENTRAL has been in 
business 35 years and our sales and service departments are familiar with els Scuba diving item made. We are 
not a warehouse or discount operation. 

How do you like this month's special? This is just an example of CENTRALS low, low prices. WE GUARANTEE TO 
BEAT ANY ADVERTISED PRICE IN THIS MAGAZINE. Just ask for Peter. Rich. Dan or Archie. 

Check around and when you've decided what you want, CALL CENTRAL LAST. We'll beat any price and with VISA, 
AMERICAN EXPRESS, MASTERCARD, or PADICARD we will ship the same day. Call 516-826-8888 any day including 








Sunday and CENTRAL even will pay shipping in continental U.S.A. on most orders. 
All items brand new and double guaranteed by manufacturer and CENTRAL 


OPEN 7 DAYS MON TO FRI 10-9, SAT 10. 7, SUN 10-5 
PHONE (516) 826-8888 wr” 


STABILIZING JACKETS 
Famous Makes 

L.P. Inflator & Hose 
“Travel” Kam Pack 

STAB. JACKET (M or L) $125 
PRO JACKET (S,M or L) $165 
DELUXE A.D.V. STYLE (M or L) $185 
PRO A.D.V. STYLE (S,M,L or XL) $225 
SUPER-PRO CUMM RBUND, (M,L or XL) $239 | 7 
Central pays shipping . 
B.C.’s AND STAB JACKETS FROM SHERWOOD, 
US DIVERS, DACOR, SEAQUEST, SEATEC, 
ETC. ALWAYS ON SALE 


THERMO-PLASTIC 
Jet Type Blade 
Vented Clear Plastic 
Adjustable Straps 
STRAP FIN (M or L) $35 
TRI-VUE SILICONE MASK $32 
SILICONE VENT SNORKEL ‘$16 
NYLON 2-HARD SOLE BOOTS $23 
NYLON 2-5 FINGER GLOVES $21 
Central pays shipping 


“Central pays shipping” 













wer REGULATORS ~ 
\ SUPER DELUXE $179 
7 ) CYKLON MAXIMUM $149 
DELUXE BALANCED PISTON $149 
FLOATING SEAT PISTON $119 
BALANCED PISTON $ 99 
OCTOPUS (LONG HOSE) $ 45 


REGULATORS FROM US DIVERS, DACOR, 
SHERWOOD, SEAQUEST, TEKNA, 
ETC. ALWAYS ON SALE 










TANK SPECIALS 
Top Name Brand 

Deluxe Valve 

Your Color Choice 

ALUMINUM 80 CU. FT. K $109 
ALUMINUM 100 CU. FT. K $159 
Plus een 

CONTOURED KAM-PAC $35 

ALL OTHER TANKS INCLUDING 
PONYS FROM US DIVERS, DACOR 
AND SHERWOOD ALWAYS ON SALE 













is for continental 


USA only. DELUXE PACKAGE DEALS 


FROM S295°0 
CENTRAL guarantees to beat 











bye gate La DAY DATE 5 any advertised package deal. 
CHRONOSPORT AUTOMATIC DATE $139 
HEUER QUARTZ DATE $179 
CHRONOSPORT GOLD QUARTZ $350 
HEUER BLACK CORAL II $299 
CHRONOSPORT U.D.T. STRAP $319 
Central pays shipping 

U.S.A. GAUGES 
ALL OTHER WATCHES ALWAYS ON SALE PRESSURE/DEPTH COMBO $ 59 
FAMOUS SUITS NYLON 2 SIDES HI-TEK MAX COMBO $110 
Va" HI WAIST SUPERSTRETCH $139.50 Ha SA a TRIPLE $ 79 
Vs" FARMER SUPERSTRETCH $179.50 HI-TEK MAX TRIPLE $125 
Ya” FARMER SUPERPLUSH $199.50 PRESSURE GAUGE $ 45 
¥e” DELUXE SHORTY $99.50 OIL FILLED MAX DEPTH $ 39 


CLEARING OUT XS, S, M %4” SUITS $69.50 
Central pays shipping 

OTHER WET OR DRY SUITS AND 
SHORTIES FROM VIKING, PARKWAY, 

US DIVERS, HENDERSON, HARVEY, 

ETC. ALWAYS ON SALE 


All prices are for mail order only 
Store prices may vary. 


CENTRAL SKINDIVERS 
pea TIMER dl 2608 Merrick Road, Bellmore, NY 11710 It! 
u 

CRalime Walvaisty l Phone: (516) 826-8888 1 
Altitude Adjustable Ml Minimum Mail Order $50 i 
BOTTOM TIMER $52 Minimum VISA or MASTERCARD $75 f 

Central pays shipping 4 i Minimum AMEX or PADICARD $100 
BOTTOM TIMERS AND WATCHES t fl 

FROM TEKNA, SEIKO, CHRONOSPORT, HEUER Name 
CASIO AND IKELITE ALWAYS ON SALE. | Watees: f 
(SCentral Skindivers | °°—+—_—,"— 1 
Sige sb te ee ; 
2608 Merrick Road, Bellmore, NY 11710 Phone ( ) ; 
* (516) 826-8888 * Open 7 days ' NOC.OD 
160-09 Jamaica Ave., Jamaica, NY 11492 6 Please rushattachediorder! = Sony NOI. 
Open 6 days $ enclosed (N.Y. add tax) or bill yl 
Minutes from Manhattan and Kennedy Airport " my charge card l 
Central is a PADI Facility Bei Sees 3 ee eye [ 
Lessons For Beginner Through Instructor. ‘ VISA CAMEX CMASTERCARD UC PADICARD 

Use and operation of lite support equipment should not be undertaken without qualified I 


and proper instructions in their use This ad does not imply the sale of life suoport 
equipment through the mail 


Central pays shipping 

PRESSURE AND DEPTH GAUGES FROM 
US DIVERS, DACOR, OCEANIC AND 
TEKNA ALWAYS ON SALE 


CLOSING OUT ALL CAMERA GEAR 
NIKON, SUBSEA, OCEANIC, IKELITE, ETC. 
NO REASONABLE OFFER REFUSED 
METERS—OCEANIC $79, L86 SECONIC $45 

















Sot Ul ee ae, a a nS eT 
eG) GE SE Ee «ee AE) AR SS ee? oS 


SKIN DIVER MAY 1986 165 











apparel 


The ultimate in diver 


The Reliant, the distinguished new addition 
to our wet suit family, is unsu is com- 


Our special Regal Farmer John wet suit with 
fort and style. Produced from +/4“ Super- 


step in jacket, knee pads, and velcro shoulder 
in Farmer Johnis a study in comfort! The +/4" 
SuperFlex neoprene material provides un- 
believable fit and flexibility. Coupled with our 
fabulous Plush lining, and durable nylon out- 
er layer, you will luxuriate in the feel and 
comfort the Regal has to offer! Add fasion 
stripes and contoured cut, and you have an 
unbeatable diving suit! 
Retail $295.00 


Flex neoprene, the Reliant offers supurb 
maneuverability and fit. Features include vel- 
cro shoulder Farmer John, knee pads, beaver 
tailed jacket, and nylon outer lining. You will 
be amazed at the feel the SuperFlex material 
and Plush lining offers! So you look as good 
as you feel, we have added fasion stripes, 
and attractive styling! 
Retail $265.00 


Our Pisces shorty is one of the most comfort- 
able and good looking diving suits that you 
will ever have the pleasure to wear. 18" thick 
SuperFlex neoprene material is unparalleled 
in stretch and fit. The plush lining offers 
fantastic comfort, while the nylon outer lining 
offers durability and protection. Stay warm 
and look great! 


Retail $175.00 Sale price $159.95 


Sale price $179.95 Sale price $89.98 


Hard sole boots, Three finger mitts, 
nylon two. Retail 
$40.00 Sale price 


$19.95 


Cold water hood, 
plush lined, SuperFlex nylon two. Retail 
material. Retail $55.00 é $40.00 Sale price 
Sale price $29.95 oe $19.95 





Order from Berry Atlanta with Mastercard, Visa, Discover Card, Money order, Certified check, or 
Cashiers check, at 3443 Stewart Ave., Hapeville, GA 30354, or call (404) 766-1186. These 
specials are available from Berry Atlanta only. 
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t 
your whistle 


but dont 
drown It. 


Don’t drink too much of a good thing. 
The Distilled Spirits Council of the United States. 


1400 Pennsylvania Building, Washington, D.C. 20004 
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+$200 shipping 
UMENT CONSOLE — Y, 
e 5000 PSI pressure gauge ae Ss 
nn 1 5O°MDE (maximum depth errr) 
indicator) depth gauge & . 


e Wrap zi tack $4 Boya cy 
with quick release / aah | 
Ie SROUIDEE 000 
e Heavy duty nylon outer bag 
e Urethane oa a with i 
-dahibiters.... 
e LP. Infiator 
ps valve 
Yi)...» Deluxe. octopiis. pocket. is 4 
overlapping Fy pocket 
° ance sizes 


compass. | 
eae Heavy: duty~rubber™ PavH as “y 
‘ angled back toward f 
SA diver for easy & 


1 Nii eee eR Be rrirate noartrayd fee Re 


quick. ump 


— ATi Le 





jaa 


i 
| 
i 
| 
i 
| 


$1 194 sisi 


=e -PSG-STABILIZING. JACKET. 
e Custom contoured over the e LP. Inflator & OD. vale 
sHoulder for fit, comfort and _ oBett ary espe toate 
condi transfer... ey a sizes sed 
leavy duty nylo outer bag 
e s Uesandl inner bag with a 
~dipibitars\.. 5 Cia om 





Syvrrverrent Vennserrrewreserserreer: SPOrrerrverveerrcerrcstrrer: Swsreereewerremrerrernirey, 000000 re SAO ee 


s 79% +$2200 shipping 


“INSTRUMENT CONSOLE 
(5000 PSI pressure gauge 


osersneeseerefecreassssersanssacsaseseeslunssssnbansise 


sreereeggrereenrerrenerrerrenerrerefarereerrarereerrereeenernebaerterereeee 





-Pacific Sporting Goods 
“I 39th PLACE _ 
“LONG BEACH, “CALIFORNIA 90803 
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DIVING FOR GOLD 


put into a submerged pail. When filled, 
the pail was emptied into the torrent that 
rushed past the boulder’s edge. Gradual- 
ly the rocks grew larger and we would 
wrestle with small boulders, pushing 
them into the stream. Rocks that would 
be impossible to lift on dry land would be 
tugged below the surface to the main flow 
and, when shoved into it, would float 
away—a testament to the river's force. In 
the back of my mind | knew that there 
would be no hope if either of us were 
caught in that awesome flow. 

At the end of the second day of work- 
ing the new hole, we had excavated an 
area of about five square feet to a depth 
of five or six feet. We had undermined 


two very large rocks that now leaned 
against each other, creating a granite A- 
frame under which we continued to work. 
That night we agreed that the danger of 
having these boulders collapse on us 
was too great, that we should intentional- 
ly cause them to cave-in—our first project 
the next day. 

It was my shift in the water and, along 
with pail and hose, | was using a pick 
head to loosen the hard packed ground 
now encountered. My body, from my 
waist back to my feet, extended like a 
flag in a mild breeze as | dangled upside 
down some six feet below the surface. 
My upper body was wedged through the 
Opening created by our leaning boulders 
as | worked to loosen the ground below 
these precipitous elements. Soon | had 
filled the pail with rock and | laid the pick 
in the hole and struggled to extract pail 
and self from this dark tomb. As always, 
| pulled myself along the bottom to where 








the river picked up force and tipped the 
pail to spill the rocks into it. This done, 
still underwater, | returned to my task. 
This trip was different. Try as | might, | 
could not find the hole. Even though the 
lack of visibility rendered me virtually 
blind, | had developed a homing instinct. 
Now, however, | could not locate the 
hole. Surfacing to ensure my bearings, | 
determined that | should be immediately 
over it. | tried again. After a few minutes 
of poking and feeling along the bottom, | 
finally touched the cold steel of the pick 
head. It lay exactly where | had left it, but 
instead of a body sized entrance to the 
hole, there was only room enough to slip 
my arm in. The leaning boulders had col- 
lapsed. Only fate had spared my life. 
We moved still farther to the shoreline 
to begin the next hole and over the next 
week we excavated this to a depth of 10- 





. ae 2 0h : hig Sing 
rea a | allie ‘ile 


The huge, dilapidated ruin of the Pioneer 
Mine, once a top gold producer in B.C. 





12 feet and an area of about five square 
yards. In the evenings we worked at dry- 
ing the black, gold-bearing sand and em- 
ploying mercury to recover the tiny traces 
of flour gold that had enticed us into con- 
tinuing this madness. After three weeks 
of work and the investment of thousands 
of dollars, we hadn’t found more than 
one-half ounce of gold between us. At 
least twice, my life had hung by a thread. 

The adventure had been an unforget- 
table experience, a tale | could repeat 
over and over in the years to come. As | 
paid my respects and bade farewell to 
my cousin, | mentally prepared myself to 
return to the working world. | thought 
about the lure of gold and the hardships 
the 49’ers and Klondikers must have 
faced. One day | knew, | would try it 
again. After all, gold is out there for the 
taking! >. 


XL500 Pulse 
Metal Detector 


The world’s most capable land/underwater 
detector. Proven by professionals. Complete with 
scubamate attachment. 


Regular $869.95 


Our Price $659° 


Close-Out On Aluminum Tank 
Famous Name 80 cubic foot 
Shorties Famous Brand 


How To Buy! 


j With each $350.00 purchase 
made at Divers Supply you 
While They Last qualify to purchase one 
Aluminum 80 cubic foot Tank 


S 95 for $89.95. Customer pays 
shipping. 


CALL OR VISIT... 
Information Express Line 
1-912-474-6790 
Toll Free Order Line (Out of state only) 
1-800-241-4739 
All our operators are certified divers 
They speak your language. 

“Ask for free catalog.” 





SUSIE MARY BECKY 


e NEVER UNDERSOLD 


. 
Ge 
: 
e..: 
: 
e.@: 


Divers Supply 


Name Brand Regulator 
Balanced lifetime warranty 
Sea Elite Jacket 
°86 Model. backpack. 
auto inflator, CO: 
Detonators, Ccummerbund. 
° Two gauge console 
Name brand with max depth. 
°Free Shipping 
inthe continental USA 


°390995 


Techni-Pro 
asks 


ee. 


Fog Free M 


Assorted colors 
and styles 


34995 


Open seven days a week 
Same Low Prices In Store FROM ATLANTA 
Located on Interstate 
(at exit 2 on 1-475) 


9208 Mercer University Drive 
Macon, Georgia 31210 
Life support equipment should not be used or operated unless you have taken qualified 
instruction and certification. This ad does not constitute an offer to sell via mail order. 
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Ranger SCUBA Package 


U.S.Tech Aris Ranger regulator with piston first stage 
(4 Ip ports, 1 hp port), and light weight high strength 
synthetic second stage with silicone mouthpiece, and 
large exhaust valve, Aris high strength synthetic light- 
weight Octopus with yellow cap, B-29 B.C.D. with 
soft band cam pack, two pockets, Co2, waist and side 


iThe great tank 


trade in... 


We'll give you a 
$50.00 credit for 
your 3000 psi Alumi- 
num 80 (with valve) 
when you trade it in 
towards the all new 
3300 psi Aluminum 
100 with K valve! 
Now you can retire 
your old tank. or up- 
grade your new one. 
and save money in the 
process! 


Just send us your 
3000 psi 80 cubic foot 
cylinder (with valve. 
current hydro, and 
current VIP), along 
with a money order or 
charge card number & 


Stay down and en- 
joy your diving 
longer! 


Send your tanks (ship- 
ping & insurance pre- 
paid), packed secure- 
ly, to: Berry Scuba 
Co., Great Tank 
Trade In, 6674 N. 
Northwest Hwy.. Chi- 
cago, IL 60631. Illi- 
nois residents add 8% 
sales tax. Add ship- 
ping & insurance 
charge of $6.00. 


This offer is for a lim- 
ited time only! 


We reserve the night to accept or 


Tank 
Escort 


The Answer 
To Cylinder 


Management 





expiration date, or 
bring it by any of our 
locations. You pay 
$189.95 less the 
$50.00 credit for your 
old tank, for a total 
cost of only $139.95 
(plus shipping or tax 
when applicable). 


adjustments, and more. Add the Princeton PG-2 
pressure gauge with lifetime warranty, and an Alumi- 
num 80 cubic foot cylinder with K valve and boot! 
Complete and ready to go, this attractive Scuba outfit 
is color coordinated, looks great, and is priced right! 
Retail $900.00 


Sale price $469.95 


Order these items from Berry Scuba Co. with Master Card, Visa, or Discovercard charge cards at (312) 763-1626, or 

(800) 621-6019, or by mail with the above charge card numbers & expiration date, or Money Order, Certified check, or 

Cashiers check, from Berry Scuba Co., 6674 N. Northwest Hwy., Chicago, IL 60631. Caution: You must be certifed in the 
e of SCUBA to dive safely. This ad does not constitute an offer to sell mail order. 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY GERI MURPHY 
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UNDERWATER SYSTEMS... CALL 

B&H Photo Corp. OPEN SUNDAY 

19 st M.-44 I j irri j 

ciigh bia gin divas) ac vernon ot Or: of the most annoying and irritating 

New York, NY 10011 sounds to a diver’s ear is the 

(212) 807-7474 : ; ‘ 
clanking of scuba tanks rolling around in 
the trunk of the car or on the deck of the 














To Order - Call Toll Free 
800-221-5662 


UNDERWATER 
PHOTO 
EQUIPMENT 


Free extension tube set 
with Nikonos V body 


Call Now & Say... “Charge It’* 


(212) 807-7474 


© INFORMATION 
@ NY STATE ORDERS CALL 


NEW! Canon Aqua Snappy Kit ...Call *NIKONOS $B103 w/case......289.00 *$100 DIVE CERTIFICATE From CANADA Call 800-634-4009 


Hanimex 110 Amphib................ 99.95  “*NIKONOS $8102 w/case......589.00 d ive boat. The SOU nd is an noying be- 
Hanimex 35mm Amphib........... 149.95 Close Up Kit w/o case............ 119.95 MAIL & PHONE ORDERS ACCEPTED. NY residents add sales tax. j 
Flash for AbOVE ou... 104.90 Case for Close up kit Personal checks must clear. Fast delivery with certified check or mon- Cause down deep you know It can spell 





Macro Lens for above............. 44.95 Sunpak Marine 32 kit 
Fujica HD-M......sssccccssseecseense 149.95  Sekonic L164 B Meter............. 82.95 
*NIKONOS V w/35 F2.5.........399.00 Pelican 1400, 12X9X6.............. 47.95 
NEW! 15/2.8 w/Finder............. 939.00 Pelican 1500, 17X11X6........... 66.95 
28/3.5... 199.95... 80/4.....185.00 Pelican 1600, 22X17X8............ 114.95 
NEW! 20/288. seh cea ae an Call Pelican 1700, 50X14X6........... 139.95 
OB/OB MWin ts en ccccha tae 129.95 Morris Aqua F119 eee 179.95 


ey order. M.C. & Visa users give Card No., Bank No. & expiration date. 
Min. handling and shipping up to 3 Ibs. $5.50; over 3 Ibs. to 50 Ibs. 
Send 50¢ for each additional pound. Insurance: add 25¢ per $100. Not 
responsible for type errors. Outside of Cont. U.S.A. add approx. ship- 
ping. Ship rates are for U.P.S. Prices are current as of date of insertion 
and subject to change without notice. 

All items are soid with U.S.A. or Int'l Warranty. 


trouble. Runaway scuba tanks (especially 
full ones) can do a tremendous amount of 
damage. 

The sound is also irritating because 
you know that you will eventually have to 
Stop and reposition the tanks before ca- 
tastrophe strikes. Getting those rolling 
cylinders secured in a bumping, swaying 
vehicle is not an easy job. 

A company called Quarry Products of 
Fitzwilliam, New Hampshire has made 
the task a lot easier with the introduction 
of a simple gadget called the Tank Es- 
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80 cu. ft. 





Aluminum Tank 
with K Stabilizing Jacket with Asal Srv 





Travel Back Pack Installed 


$124.95 


$109.95* $59.95* 





Laguna Beach 
(714) 494-6965 
925 No. Coast Hwy. 
Laguna Beach, Ca. 92651 


Costa Mesa 
(714) 645-5820 
2146 Newport Blvd. 
Costa Mesa, Ca. 92627 


Torrance 
(213) 373-9364 
22767 Hawthorne Bivd. 
Torrance, Ca. 90504 


Riverside 
(714) 683-6244 
6343 Magnolia Ave. 
Riverside, Ca. 92506 


Van Nuys 
(213) 787-7066 
6959 Van Nuys Blvd. 
Van Nuys, Ca. 91405 





wm ra 

















The Tank Escort consists of a pair of plas- 


tic cradles and matching r r straps. 
Ed Underwater Life Support Systems are potentially dangerous to a non-trained user. These include scuba tanks, regulators g ubbe = Bs 


and buoyancy compensators. This ad does not constitute an offer to sell these items via mail order. © 
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cort. This device consists of a pair of 
lightweight plastic tank cradles and 
matching rubber holding straps. The cra- 
dies are one and one-half inches wide, 
heavily ribbed and made of an indestruc- 
tible polypropylene material. A dual set of 
strap anchoring holes on each side of the 
cradle allows the tank escort to fit any 
size scuba tank. 

The neat thing about the Tank Escort is 
that it can be mounted just about any- 
where, positioning a scuba tank either 
horizontally or vertically. Rubber pads at- 
tached to the bottom of the cradles pre- 
vent slipping or sliding. 

Still another neat design feature is a 
dovetail tongue and groove notch that al- 
lows the cradles to be linked together for 
two or more tanks. You can build your 
own multi-tank rack, as large or as small 





The cradles have dual sets of strap an- 
choring holes to fit any size scuba tank. 





The cradles can be linked together to 
accommodate two or more tanks in a row. 


as you choose. 

The Tank Escort is very light and so 
compact that it can be packed in your 
dive gear bag when not in use. You can 
use it in your car and then take it aboard 
the dive boat. 

The Tank Escort sells for $19.95 per 
pair plus shipping. This is an inexpensive 
insurance premium for prolonging the life 
of your tank and protecting yourself as 
well. For more information contact: 
James Baab, President, Quarry Products, 
P.O. Box 377, Fitzwilliam, NH 03447; 
(603) 585-9026. > 











The Legend is Now a 
BIMONTHLY! 


~; 
i << .- - 


When Ford’s phenomenal pony car first appeared 
on the scene, it became an instant legend! And 
when Hot Rod’s MUSTANG first hit the 
newsstands, a new bestseller was born! Now, the 
popular publication is available ‘“‘bimonthly”’ for the 
legions of Mustang fans the world over! Each 
exciting issue features colorful photo spreads, 
technical restoration tips, new products, club 
activities, parts sources, show coverage and 


more! If you want to know all the latest ; 


information on your favorite pony car, Hot Rod 
MUSTANG is your # 1 source! 


© PETERSEN 


We Build Magazines Right 
— YOUR LOCAL NEWSSTAND 
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289D Suburban Avenue 
Deer Park, NY 11729 
WRITE FOR FREE COLOR BROCHURE 


ORDER DIRECT 


from manufacturer 


SAVE $ 


CALL TOLL FREE 
800-645-5554 


New York Residents Call 


916-667-7249 


» Same Day Shipment Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Hours M-F 8am - 6:30 pm; Sat. 9am - 3pm 
Eastern Standard Time 
FARMER JOHN DELUXE 1/4°° N-2 Navy w/Blue Arms 154.95 


WOMAN’s FARMER JOHN 1/4°° N-2 Nav & Silver Lycra 134.95 
FARMER JOHN 1/8 N-2 Navy w/Blue Arms.124.95 


#' N219.95 


Hard Sole Boots 













VELCRO 
CLOSURE 




















NEW 
SUPERFLEX 
MATERIAL! 


ATTACHED 
DRY 
BOOTS 


DRY SUIT %’’ N-2 


Navy w/Royal Blue Arms 
With Dry Valves 360. (as shown) 
With Oral Inflator 299. 


*" N219.95 


5 Finger Gloves ; . 


































%" N-2 3 Finger Mitts? 9.00 





FARMER JOHN REGULAR - %’ Nylon-2, Navy with Blue Arms & Collar 















HIGHWAISTED - 4” Nylon-2, Jacket & Pants Navy w/ Blue Arms & Collar........ssssssssssssscsssssssesseeestsesessseesee 00. tedes: 
SHORTY 4" Nylon-2, Blue with Black Trim, short SlC@VES...........scssssccsssssesssssssscsesuussessesusssssssesssssunsssesesssssensssssssee 65.00] suits - 5.00 ea. 
VEST AND HOOD - 's” Nylon-1, PMU y ingle ee eg Rate ee Oe bh RMD, Sia Stat, MAPA Nac, atu codcbacecssehichasth cot RMborcignsapt 34.95 Accessories 2.50 ea 
PEGI, VPN TCI, FARBOOD = 6 NIB Tc IL. ceecnsskt Ott he earpnnndss NECA ERECGM. Sc Baaa adh ckajalzcccl ecngMlsbdccadcadbenchsQfongnotdsnielnieenosit 27.95] Accessories 





e All Suits & Accessories Triple Glued © Sewn © Bartacked ordered with suit 1.00 ea 


e Dealer Inquiries Invited ¢ 


circle #300 on Reader Service Card 


SUN. 9:30-6 


TOLL FREE OUT OF STATE 


800-223-2500 


HAWAII & ALASKA 


800-232-7662 


MON.THURS. TILL 9:30 PM EDT FRI. 9-2, 


138 WEST 34TH STREET. 
NEW YORK. NY. 10001 


Nikors UNDER 
WATER SYSTEM 


**New! NikonosV 

New! Action Touch 
15/2.8 wiFinder 

Sea & Sea 17/3.5 wiFndr 
New! 20/2.8 UW 
28/3.5 UW 
28/2.8 LW (Dry) 
35/2.5 UW 
80/4 UW ss 
SB 102 wicase 
*SB 103 wicase 
Close up kit w/o case 
Support Arm f/Close Up 
Lens Hood & Filter Holder 
CC30-OR Double Filter 
Nikonos Case 

Double TTL Sync. Cord 
Dbl Brkt f/SB102 


Acc. F/Nikonos_ 
Toshiba Aqua F-I!I 4. 
Toshiba F-Ill TTL 8. 95 

Sea & Sea Under Water System - Call 


* Free Nikonos Ext. Tube Set and $100 Travel 
Certificate Avail. - Exp. 4/30/86 - Call For Details 


Minolta Weathermatic-A 57.95 


NEW CANON AF-6 UNDERWATER CALL 


UNDER WATER ACCS. 
Eumig Nautica Underwater Super 8 
Movie Camera 
Sima Sports Pouch 





underwater 
i ke ite sax: 
SLR CASES 
F/Most Cameras w/Sup. Eye 279.95 


F/Most Cameras W/O Sup. Eye 
SLR w/M.D. wiSup. Eye 


SLIDE FILM 


w/o w/Kodak 
w/ow/Kodak 
Proc proc 
Professional Film 

39 PKM(25) 135-36 5.30 8.30 
KPA(40) 135-36 5.89 8.89 
EPY(50) 135-36 5.60 8.60 
EPR(64) 135-36 5.60 8.60 

EPV (64) 135-136 50 RLS 

23 


PKR (64) 135-36 5.30 8. 
EPN(100) 135-36 6.25 9. 
EPT(160)435-36 6.7 


Price Based on Bonus Pack 


120/220 Film 
EPR/EPY120 2.95 





6.65 9. 
4.35 7. 
2.89 
9.25 


HCS 135-36 
IE 135-36 


Fujichrome 


New Agfch 
Slide Film w/P gfchrome Prof 


Be pe 
RF 135-36 (50) 5.95 iid 120 


RD 135/36(100) 5.94 D4 179 
RH 135-36(400)s.0. 6.59 ‘89 
ASAOO0 5.39 225 

6 w'Proc. 5.49 

ILFORD cait 454200 138-36wiProc. 5:59 


“marine MASTER 
ewa-marine crpieg 


64.95 


U-F Camera and Winder 
U-FXP Camera Strobe and 
ticles (f/Motor) 


U-FPN Camera wiLarge Motor & 
Lens (72mm) 

U-FGM Camera w/Tall Strobe 

U-FZ Camera w/Zoom and Winder 

U-FZL Cam. wiLong Zoom & Winder 

U-AFM f/Auto Focus Cameras 

Watersound iy a Walkmans 

Rainscapes f/SLR 

Housing f/Video Camera 


72.95 


48 MOORS 
waged on cheek, sive also Pe gee pod es address, phone & a of major credit card or 
/ib., + Over 


money back guarantee 


F/Sony CCD-M8U 
F/Other Video Camcordes 
Extention Ports F/Tele Lenses 
FLASH UNIT & ACCS. 
Substrobe M tens Sync. Cord) 
Substrobe M 
Substrobe 75 wiN.C. & Chr. 
Substrobe 150 wiN.C. 
Substrobe 225 wiN.C. 
Strobe Arm | 
Strobe Handle & Mount | 
Strobe Quick Handle 
Strobe Housing F/Most Flashes 
WATCHES & COMPASS 
DDL-1000 Watch Timer 
Pro Compass 
Pro S Compass 
ONE Ikelite Accs. Please call for low prices 
"R IMOWA cases 
ey in stock - call for more info 
#103 Mark 100 Strobe f/Nik 3/4/5 304.95 
#106 Mark 100RG wiChr f/Nik 2/4/5 324.95 
#149 Mark 150 Strobe f/Nik 3/4/5 439.95 
#146 Mark 150RG wiChr. f/Nik 3/4/5 439.95 
2 For All Other Accs. Please Call 
Toshiba U.W. Flashlight 
Adorama Marine Meter P E. L / CA N Water Proof, 
CASES — Unbreakable 
HANIMEX real Box 
Hanimex Amphibian 110 #1500 Silver 
Hanimex Amphibian 35mm #1600 ° 
Flash f/35 Amphibian #1700 
iter Charge or Visa purc poche 
er worficerse fr irae ference and ean gokl ansumer Aare and papee We rea speaks orders are rosa to accopiance went ar i be be 
ee onkee wan reayaot may nt Wchaded Picture 


maa in this ad are epee with bei '§ Own exclusive warra 
by manufacturer's warranty and not eligible for rebates offer 


Prices effective till May 3 ‘86. N.Y. Residents add Sales Tax 


rogucts are parallel i which are not lecopayaee 
ures “Se Soe justration pui only and may not be exact 


ALL FREE GOODS MUST BE REQUESTED AT TIME OF PURCHASE. 
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SPEARFISHING 
(Continued from Page 149) 


chance of hitting the fish properly. | call 
anything behind the gills on a fish the butt 
and if you hit a fish in the butt you haven't 
hurt it much. The flesh is soft in the flanks 
and a spear shaft can easily pull out 
when the fish thrashes around; not to 
mention that you have poked a big hole 
in an edible fillet. Know the range and 
power of your gun. 

8. Learn and practice spearfishing eti- 
quette. Safety is a primary issue. Make 
no mistake about it, an underwater gun is 
a powerful weapon. Carry and handle 
your speargun carefully all the time. Hand 
your gun aboard a boat unloaded (many 
dive boats throw loaded guns over- 
board). Unlike a rifle, a speargun can in- 
flict damage at any time. It is a real good 
idea to get in the habit of putting a rubber 
protector on the tip or even unscrewing 
the point to prevent injury. 

9. Abide by local game laws. Before 
entering any dive site with the intention of 
spearfishing you should be familiar with 
bag limits, minimum sizes and any spe- 
cies that have seasons or restrictions. 
There are certain areas where spearguns 
cannot be used and you can save your- 
self a hefty fine and confiscation of gear 
if you simply bone up on the local laws. 
This particular aspect is one area in 
which much of the bad publicity on 
spearfishing occurs. Many divers feel 
these rules and regulations simply do not 
apply to them and continue to hunt 
(poach) in reserved areas. These same 
divers also break all the size and bag lim- 
its as well as shooting protected species. 
It is this type of attitude by the minority of 
spearfishermen that will eventually result 
in licensing and additional restrictions—if 
not the total banning of spearfishing alto- 
gether. My advice is to pursue your game 
in the proper areas and adhere to the 
rules in general. The rules are there for a 
reason. In almost every case they provide 
the fish a chance to grow and reproduce 
before becoming fair game. The payoff is 
more fish for everyone. 

Spearfishing is a great sport, not for 
everyone, but still a great sport. To the 
underwater hunter there is nothing quite 
as exhilarating as an exciting dive that 
ends with a big fish or two in the cooler. 
Somehow those fish always taste just a 
little better than any other you've ever 
had. | believe that if it is done properly 
spearfishing could upgrade its image 
even among those who harbor a distaste 
for it. If the spearfisherman takes the time 
to learn to identify fisn; adheres to the atti- 
tude that it is not allright to waste or 
wound fish for practice; carries his/her 
gun with care; and uses good common 
sense when hunting, the image of spear- 
fishing could once again gain the respect 
of the diving community. > 








Come to Our World Underwater & Berry Scuba 


May 16-18 - Hayat Regency, Chicago 
Visit the Berry Scuba Booth #1013 


oe 


SCUBA 


Gigantic sale of sales! 


May 16-19 Chicago location 


show and our store Saturday. In stock items, while supplies last. 


Save up to 50% on selected new equipment! Factory reps on hand to help with your selection. Shuttle running between the 


Chicago and Atlanta stores only minutes from the airport! 


In store only - Sherwood packages - All locations 


Sherwood Pro Package 
Pro-Ptus jacket BCD with many 
features, including power in- 
flator, sok band cam pack, cum- 
merbund, side adjustments, and 
rapid exhaust, fully balanced 
Magnum regulator with octo- 
pus, alr pressure gauge, and 
Aluminum 80 cylinder with K 
vaive. The ideal divers package. 
Retail over $1064.00 

Sale price $579.95 


Sherwood Freedom Package 
Freedom advanced design BCD 
with power inflator, soft band cam 
pack, rapid exhaust, padded 
shoulders, and side adjustments, 
fully balanced Magnum regulator 
with octopus. pressure & depth 
console, and Aluminum 80 cylin- 
der with K valve. The package 
you have been looking for! Retail 
over $1200.00 

Sale price $659.95 


Sherwood Super Package 
Jacket BCD with power inflator, 
soft band cam pack, side adjust- 
ments, Brut regulator with air 
pressure gauge. and Aluminum 
80 cylinder with K valve. An eco- 
nomically priced package with ex- 
pensive features. Retail over 
$750.00 

Sale price $399.95 


Berry Atlanta special - all during May 


Wet suits, dry suits, packages, and accessories up to 50% off! Save on U.S. Divers, Sherwood, Waterlung, 
U.S.Tech, Tekna, Parkway, and more! Wet suits from $49.95, dry suits from $149.95, jumbo gear bags from 
$19.95, over 10 packages on display. In stock items only, while supplies last. 


ae 


Berry Atlanta 
3443 Stewart Ave. 
Hapeville, GA 30354 
(404) 766-1186 


Berry Scuba Company 
6674 N. Northwest Hwy. 
Chicago, IL 60631 
(312) 763-1626 


Berry Scuba Company 
Yorktown Mall 
Lombard, IL 60148 
(312) 495-2822 


Berry Scuba Company 
1717 Rand Road 
Palatine, IL 60067 

(312) 358-3848 


Contact 1 package 
Featuring the Contact fin with 
white Tekralene vented blade for 


™.... power and snap, and open heel 


14 Karat gold 
Scuba Diver 
Complete with details 
like mask, fins, hoses, 
and spear gun. Has loop 
for attaching to bracelet 
or necklace - diver 
hangs ascending, with 
spear gun pointed up. 


Great looking - lets + 


others know you are a 
diver with style! Retail 
$85.00 

Sale price $44.95 


Large Pneumatic Spear Gun 
Powerful 27 1/2‘ long gun is powered by an sealed intemal air 
cylinder. No air escapes when firing! A single charge will last for 
years. Features include two power settings, bright contoured 
grip, hi-tech design, and light weight, heavy duty construction. 
Includes 7mm shaft, line, loader, pump, tip, and accessories. 


Retail $169.95 


i) design for comfort, U.S.Divers 


silicone Nova mask with large 
nose pocket, tempered glass, and 
soft skirt, and large bore silicone 
snorkel. Looks great, lasts long, 
and is a dream to use! Retail 
$125.00 

Sale price $82.95 


U.S. Tech Package 
All American made Scuba equip- 
ment! U.S.Tech Explorer regula- 
tor with balanced piston first stage 
and light weight second stage and 
octopus, B-29 silver, black, and 
blue Jacket Buoyancy Com- 
pensator with lifetime warranty, 
soft band pack, CO2, and power 
inflator, double console with color 
coding and large numbers. Retail 


Contact Graphite package 
Featuring the Contact Graphite 
open heel fin with vented blade, 
U.S.Divers two window,low 
volume Bella silicone mask with 
tempered glass, soft skirt, and 
large nose pocket, and a large 
bore silicone snorkel. The com- 
pination of Graphite.and Silicone 
for superior performance, stylish 
looks, and long life! Retail 


$750.00 


Package AL1 
Tekna regulator with balanced 
first stage and light weight pilot 
second stage, light weight Water- 
lung octopus, Parkway Ocean 
Jacket II with power inflator, rapid 
exhaust, and soft band travel 
pack, U.S.Tech double console 
with color coding and large num- 
bers, and Aluminum 80 cubic foot 
cylinder with K valve. Retail over 


$1000.00 
Sale price $669.95 


Green Eel T shirt 
Anglefish T shirt 

12 pound weight belt set, complete 
Octopus with long hose 


Sale price $119.95 


Large heavy duty gear bag 
Neoprene weight belt 
Heavy duty aluminum body compass 
X3 Piston first stage regulator 

Rotary dive calculator (was $8.00) 


Sale price $435.00 


Lycra/Nylon body suit 

One of our best selling suits, these high 
quality single piece body suits are con- 
structed from a Lycra and Nylon 
blend. Great looking, and light weight, 
they can be wom alone or under a wet 
or dry suit. Attctive styling, these un- 
isex suits are available in many sizes. 
Ask about color availability. Use for 
swimming, diving, or working out! Re- 
tail $80.00 

Berry’s price $59.95 


Tabata horse collar BCD with power 


$140.00 
Sale price $84.95 


Seiko watch specials 


S60597 Mens quartz. Tested to 150 
meters, black tropic strap, black face 
with luminous markings, red, blue, 
and silver bezel, day & date, . Retail 

Sale $187.50 
SMH711 Mens twin time quartz 
Alarm-Chronograph. Tested to 100 
meters. Analog and digital displays, 
black & silver face and bezel, 
luminous markings. Many funtions. 
Retail $215.00 Sale price $161.25 


Spanish Treasure from the sea 
Would you like to own a piece of 
history? We have in stock numer- 
ous silver Spanish Reales coins 
and jewelry. How about that som- 
thing special? Solid Gold 8 and 4 
Escudos coins are also in stock. 
Special - 8 Reale silver coin, set in 
14 Karat Gold bezel - designed for 
wearing on necklace. Retail 


$400.00 
Sale price $250.00 


How to order: By mail- Send a certified check, money order, cashiers check, or your Visa, Mastercard, American Express, Discover Card, or Padicard charge card numbers and expiration dare to Berry 
Scuba, order Dept., 6674 N. Northwest Hwy., Chicago, IL 60631. By phone- Outside Illinois call 800-621-6019. This line is direct to our order computer, and is for orders only. If you wish to order and 
have any questions, or wish assistance with your order, call our Hot Line at (312) 763-1626. On Compuserve enter “Go BS”. This is not an offer to sell mail order. Scuba diving requires special 
training. No Scuba gear should be used by a non-trained, non-certified person. 


Send for your free copy of our current sale catalog 
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DIVER'S _ 
DIRECTORY 


The Worlds First: 


A Dive Watch with an Electronic Depth Meter! 









Dualtone, *269.99 Standard Stainless, *249.99 Titanium Divemaster, *499. 


Introducing Aqualand, the Depth Sensor Accuracy 


diver's watch that redefines the medium. Product No. Dive Master Standard 

Only by utilizing the most advanced Teniperauine 

electronic technology was it possible to condition TITANIUM DUALTONE 

create an electronic depth meter small No difference bet ween + (display value | + (display value Advertising rates: $153.00 for three consecutive 

enough for a diver’s watch. Add to that water and air* x 0.015+ 1 ft. ) x 0.03+ 1 ft. ) ads, $264.00 for six consecutive ads, $396.00 for a 

a safety lock function, the choiceof ana- | *This condition can be checked by placing the watch in the water full year. DEADLINE: 28th of 3rd month prior to pub- 

log or digital, and imperial data along about two minutes before a dive. lication. PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY COPY. 
; eaegt “ase Send all material to: Diver’s Directory, c/o Direct 

Mine Pe one emesis Cr Specifications & Features Marketing Division, P.O. Box 69910, Los Angeles, 
| y y @ Citizen Watch Company exclusive-not currently available in dive shops 

divers should depend upon. @ Unique & Easy to Use—World’s Only Combination Watch/Depth Meter 


° ° © Depth Sensor Digitally Displays Depths from 3’ to 260’ in 1-ft. Increments 
What Divers Ar e Saying © Depth Alarm—Beeps (Distinctively) when Preset Depth Is Reached— 


Jt 





O 
> 
ve) 
ro) 
ro) 
oD 
© 





About AQ UALAND Audible Underwater A LA B A M A 
M f d d “Revol e@ Maximum Depth Recordings Mean pee of plan ct : naa ia a | 
“Must for every iver,’ and “Revolu- ¢ Dive Time Alarms (Distinctively Differs from Depth Alarm) Sounds when 
tionary idea that can only increase safety Preset Time is Reached—Audible Underwater MCWHORTER ENGINEERING CO. i 205/836-2814 
f th "CG P Traini © Dive Time Recording—Maintains Record of Dive Time P.O. Box 9014, Plant 1053, Gadsden Rd., Birmingham, AL 35213 
of the sport. Gary tarsons, / raining  ¢ Very Accurate Depth Sensor (See Chart) ae Rebuilts, parts, accessories, ASME coded. 
Director, Professional Diving School of ¢ Uses Standard Battery with 2-Year and/or 50-Hour Dive Time Life Span HP air compressors, units, systems, since 1952. 


New York e Water Resistant to 660’ (200 Meters) 

F ee ‘ @ Digital Liquid Crystal Display as well as Luminescent Analog 3-Hand Watch 
“Takes guesswork out of diving.” Bill ¢ Safety Locks to Prevent Malfunctioning 
Nefsky, Recreational Diver, Dunwoody, ¢ Depleted Battery Warning System ARIZONA 
G : ® Calendar (Day & Date) 

eorgia. e Alarm & Chime 
‘Less time for worry, more time for en- @ Stop Watch (Minute/ Second) Up to = Minutes, 59 Seconds BLUE WATER ADVENTURES, INC. 602/645-3087 
jeu ment.” Adela “C ohiensReereaticial @ 12mm (Approximately 34”) Thick, 2” at Widest Diameter P.O. Box 3467, Page, Arizona 86040 
Joy : ele Cohen, Necreational ¢ }-Year Limited Warranty Backed by Worldwide Citizen Service Centers baci alsin ah toustin, boat taure: ORLA: Rowell 
Diver, Murfreesboro, Tennessee. © No Decompression Limit Chart Printed on Watch Band P ng Te a 
© Comes in Miniature Scuba Tank Gift Box max. 6 divers, SSI inst., rentals, air, sales. 


ORDER NOW! @ Special Introductory Prices by Marketeer International 
ARKANSAS 


® 
eS C ITI L E N RICK'S PRO DIVE’N SKI SHOP, INC. 501/753-6004 


: 2323 No. Poplar St., No. Little Rock, AR 72114 501/753-6060 
The Smartest Engineering Ever Strapped To A Wrist. Arkansas’ only PADI 5 star Instr. Development Ctr. W/indoor pool, 


2 Cust. 40’ Dive Boats, Dive Vaca. We teach 9 PAD! Specialties. 








Send Orders To: Address a mail one are rneise oe a so on 
. premises. Company rolicy: “Way ivioney Dac uarantee. Due 
Marketeer International—SD 586 to anticipated heavy demand, please allow up to 6-8 weeks for CA LI FOR N IA 
2300 Henderson Mill Rd., Ste. 318 delivery. Prices subject to change without notice. = pe 
: Special 
Atlanta, Georgia 30345 Gey, “Weienption “Gd Pee: | Teeal AQUATICS OF SANTA BARBARA 805/964-8689 
(404) 938-0744 5370 Hollister Ave., #3, Santa Barbara, CA 93111 
files Retail Channel Islands Charter, rentals, sales, repair, air. 
Narneé aby 8249.99 Instruction: SSI, NAUI, PAD! beginning to Divemaster courses. 
$995.00 Retail ARGO DIVING SERVICES 213/510-2208 
Address Aainkind 314 Metropole, P.O. Box 1201, Avalon, CA 90704 
Dualtone $269.99 Guided underwater tours and instruction by 
City State ZIP $575.00 Retail Jon Hardy on Catalina Island. Free information. 
Aqualand BLACK BART’S AQUATICS 
Phone, Days lor oe vere a el Divemstr. Titanium | $499.99 34145 Coast Hwy., Dana Point, CA 714/496-5891 
; 24882 Muirlands Blvd., El Toro, CA 714/855-2323 
ee ee eo ae Toll Free pow tote | | PADI 5 Star facilities. Half day local dive boat. 
; pre be Insurance, (U.S.)* BLUE DOLPHIN HOUSE—Catalina Island 213/510-1811 


603 Beacon St., P.O. Box 2605, Avalon, CA 90704 
2 bdrm. vacation rentals w/kitchen, cater to divers. 
Boardsailing and diving instruction and rentals. 


Pay ment: C) Check, OJ Money Order fersesnetes | 
‘ Georgia Sales Tax 
Visa or MasterCard # ____SE—C Exp. __Z (GA residents only) 


Heacariee CATALINA DIVERS SUPPLY 213/510-0330 
POO ee Avalon, Catalina Island, CA 90704 
Soy BADE Rentals, sales, air, 2 locations. 





Signature ae a eT *Add additional for foreign delivery $20.00 Pleasure Pier and Avalon Underwater Park. 
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CATALINA UNDERWATER CONNECTION 
P.O. Box 135, Dana Point, CA 92629 
Custom boat charters. Guided u/w tours, 6 divers max. Rentals. 
PADI Instructors. Multi-day hotel dive packages. 


GUCCIONE’S SCUBA HABITAT 

3220 Brea Canyon Rd., Diamond Bar, CA 91765 
PADI 5 Star instr. develop. center. Family owned & operated. 

‘See Vue’ & ‘Atlantis’ dive boats. 32’ Radon for small groups. 


MARISLA Il, LA PAZ B.C. 619/755-0375 
13035 Via Grimaldi, Del Mar, CA 92014 

Luxury diving in the Sea of Cortez (see Dec. ’85 Undercurrent). 
Unlimited diving aboard 121’ ship, 8 dbl. staterooms, xint. food. 


PACIFIC CAMERA SERVICE 714/642-7800 
730 W. 19th St, Costa Mesa, CA 92627 

Nikonos cameras & flash repairs. 24 & 48 hr. 

service available. Custom modificications. 


PASADENA DIVERS WEST 

2695-A E. Foothill Bl., Pasadena, CA 91107 
Sales, service, air, PADI, NAUI, instruction. 
Rentals, boat trips, underwater photography, tours. 


PROFESSIONAL S.C.U.B.A. REPAIR 

5725 Cahuenga Bl., No. Hollywood, CA 91601 
Professional repair is our only business. 
Servicing all makes and models of equipment since 1961. 


SCUBA DUBA DIVE 818/881-4545 
7126 Reseda BI., Reseda, CA 91335 

Mon.-Sat.: 10-7. Underwater photo specialist. 

Boat trips, instruction, sales, service, rentals. 


SCUBA LUV 

704 Thousand Oaks Blvd., Thousand Oaks, CA 91360 
Home of THE DIVE BOAT SCUBA LUV'ER. 

Specialist in California Channel Islands Diving. 


TRI-VALLEY SCUBA SCHOOL, INC. 

21310 San Ramon Valley Bl., San Ramon, CA 94583 
Scubapro Dealer & full line of major brands. 

The East Bay's full service’ pro dive store. 

WATER EDUCATION TRAINING (WET) 619/693-DIVE 
7094 Miramar Road at Distribution Ave., San Diego, CA 92121 

YMCA, PADI, NAUI, resort courses through instructor. Free weekly 
scuba refresher classes. Full service vacation facility. Get WET. 


714/661-0320 


714/594-7927 





213/796-4287 


818/769-1484 


805/496-1014 


415/828-5040 








WET PLEASURE 408-984-5819 
2350 El Camino Real, Santa Clara, CA 95050 800-24-SCUBA 
“Specialists in Underwater California” 

Local diving adventures every weekend. 

CONNECTICUT 

ORBIT MARINE SPORTS CENTER, INC. Open all year! 
3273 Fairfield Ave., Bridgeport, CT 06605 203/333-DIVE 
Foot of Broad St., Stratford, CT 06497 203/377-6969 


Sales, rentals, air, service, NAUI, PADI instr., charters. 


MULTITECH MARINE SWIM & SCUBA CENTER, INC. 203/739-9596 
180 Flanders Rd., Niantic, CT 06357 

Sales, services, rentals, travel, instruction. 
Authorized Scubapro dealer. 

UNDERWATER SWIMMERS, INC. 

526 Main St, West Haven, CT 06516 

1038 Farmington Ave., Kensington, CT 06037 
Discount prices, courses, rentals, repairs, air hydros. 


FLORIDA 


203/932-0258 
203/828-3641 





AMERI DIVE 305/395-4407 
7166 Beracasa Way, Boca Raton, FL 33433 
Del Mar Shopping Village, corner Powerline & Palmetto. 


Instr., sls., rental, svs., air, travel, resorts, Scubapro, PADI. 


CRYSTAL LODGE MOTEL & DIVE CENTER 904/795-6798 
US 19 N., P.O. Box 456, Crystal River, FL 32629 

Manatee & spring diving, boats, equipment rental. 

Heated pool, seafood, bar, rooms at low prices. 


DIVER’S DEN 

12614 N. Kendall Dr., Miami, FL 33186 305/595-DIVE 
8280 State Rd. 84, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33324 305/473-9499 
PADI 5 Star instruction, sales, service, rentals, trips, air photo. 


DIVER’S DEN/PNEUMATIC SYSTEMS, INC. FL 904/871-4777 
4720 E. Bus Hwy. 98, Panama City, FL 32404 800/272-4777 
Sales, rentals, service, fast charter boats, 6-15 passengers 

Instr. NAUI, PADI. Compressor sales, service, maint., overhaul. 
DIVERS UNLIMITED 305/981-0156 
6023 Hollywood Bl., Hollywood, FL 33024 

Awarded #1 training facility by PADI. All brands, whsi/rtl, daily boat 
trips, repair, rental, classes, travel. 5 Star PADI training facility. 
DIVERS UNLIMITED/FORT LAUDERDALE 305/524-4862 
440 Seabreeze BI., Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316 

Daily boat trips, training dives, classes, retail-all brands, leisure- 


wear, rentals. Packages w/Days Inn. 5 Star PADI training facility. 


DIXIE DIVERS 

Of Ft. Pierce, 1717 S. U.S. 1, FL 33450 

Of Stuart, 1843 S.E. Federal Hwy., FL 33494 
PADI 5 Star IDC facility. Open 7 days, full service. 


305/461-4488 
305/283-5588 


FANTASEA SCUBA HEADQUARTERS 

P.O. Box 5498, #1 Hwy. 98, Destin, FL 32541 

PADI 5 Star instructor Development Center, D.V.I. resort, 
sales & service, gulf charters, instruction, rental, air, travel. 


904/837-0732 
904/837-6943 


GINNIE SPRINGS, INC. 904/454-2202 
Rt. 1, P.O. Box 153, High Spring, FL 32643 800/874-8571 
Six 72° clear blue springs, camping, canoeing. 
Complete resort dive facility.Cavern instruction. 
GULF STREAM DIVER SCUBA CHARTERS 305/965-7878 


2315 Caroma Ln., West Palm Beach, FL 33406 
Palm Beach daily reef & wreck dives, pro. charters, 
Bahama boat trips. 2 new USCG 38’ & 41’ cust. dv. boats. 


LAUDERDALE DIVER 305/GO-SCUBA 
1334 S.E. 17th St, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316 “on the Causeway” 
Complete master diver program. PAD! distinguished service 

award. Instr., sales, service, air, photo, trips. Widest selection. 

MAC'S SPORTS 813/442-9931 
2126 Drew St., Clearwater, FL 33575 

One of the world’s largest diving & snow ski stores and 
school. Pool on premises. 

MANATEE HEADQUARTERS 

P.O. Box 124, Crystal River, FL 32629 

3 day certification, Manatee tours. 

Full service dive shop, special Sheraton Motel rates. 


NORINE ROUSE SCUBA CLUB OF THE PALM BEACHES 


904/795-2776 


4708 N. Dixie Hwy., West Palm Beach, FL 33407 305/844-2466 
A membership club for certified divers. 

Dive trips 6 days a week. 

PLANTATION INN MARINA 904/795-5797 


P.O. Box 1093, Crystal River, FL 32629. 
Instruction, rentals, boats, canoes, pkg. deals, pvt. Manatee obser. 
deck and air sta. at Divers Giant Spring. Golf, tennis, 150 rooms. 


PROFESSIONAL DIVING SCHOOL/CHARTERS OF FLORIDA 

Bahai Mar Yachting Center,Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316 

Basic-divemaster training/specialties-night, deep, wreck. 

Daily reef & wreck dives. 305/761-3413  800/772-DIVE 
‘SCUBA TOO’ CAPT. JOE SCHIRCK 305/989-5813 
Ft. Lauderdale’s oldest continuing dive operation. Pet & 

feed Oliver the Moray Eel featured on “Those Amazing Animals”. 
PADI instructor on every dive, 6 persons maximum. 


SEAPRO SCUBA CENTER 305/844-DIVE 
3619 Broadway, Riviera Beach, FL 33404 

PADI 5 Star facility. Sales, service, instruction, rental, 

charters, air. Action sportswear. Tekna scooter rental. 

TALLEY’S PRO DIVE 904/795-2776 


Box 124 Crystal River, Florida 32629 
Open wtr. cert. 3 days of fun $200. SHERATON INN pkg. rates. Full 
svs. dive ctr. Tours: River Artifacts, Caver Cavers, Photog. Manatee. 


THE SCUBA SHACK, INC. 305/334-8808 
2485 N.E. Dixie Hwy., Jensen Beach, FL 33457 

The Treasure Coast's oldest full service dive shop. 

PADI instruction, air, sales, rentals, repairs, trips. 


FLORIDA KEYS 


a ie 
A DESIGN YOUR OWN KEY WEST DIVING/FISHING VACATION 
P.O. Box 473, Key West, FL 33041 305/296-3737 
Canal home w/fully equip. boat at back doorstep-max. conven. Capt. 
takes you best spots dvg., lobster, spearfish, st. crabs, fish, etc. 


A KEY LARGO CONDO Call collect 813-939-3612 
Moon Bay deluxe 2 BR, 1% bath w/dock, sleeps 6. Near 
Pennekamp, dive centers, marinas and Largo cut. Scuba, 

snorkel, fishing, skiing, tennis. $395 per wk. Reserve early. 


AMERICAN DIVING HEADQUARTERS, INC. 305/451-0037 
Rt. #1, P.O. Box 274-B, Key Largo, FL 33037 

SSI, PADI, NAUI. Pennekamp our specialty for 23 years. 2-7 day 
packages, ‘2 & all day trips, for res. call toll free 800/634-8464 


AQUATIC FLOATING SEA COVE MOTEL 305/289-0800 
12685 Overseas Hwy., Marathon, FL 33050 

Budget rates, Summer $14-$29, Winter $19-$39 for two. 

Private deep harbor & ramp on Atlantic. A#1 rooms and effs. 


BAY HARBOR LODGE 305/852-5695 
Rt. 1, Box 35, Key Largo, FL 33037 MM 97.5 

Best rates. Motel, efficiency apartments. 

Beach, dock. 

BUDDY’S DIVE SHOP 305/664-4707 


P.O. Box 409, Islamorada, FL 33036 MM. 79.5 Bud 'n Mary’s Marina 
Dv. aboard our 40° ‘Scuba Safar’ & 34° ‘Free ’n Clear’. Full/’2 day 
trips to Alligator Reef, Cannabis Cruiser & Coral Gardens. Pkgs. avail. 


CAPTAIN CHAMBERS CHARTERS 305/451-1805 
P.O. Box 2258, Key Largo, FL 33037 MM.100 Dive Pennekamp 
31’ cust. boat w/sundeck, 6 max. Free guided dvs., U/W camera, 
brunch served, dv. pkgs. avail. Rec. by Undercurrents 3/82. 


CAPT. CORKY’S DIVERS’ WORLD of Key Largo, Inc. 305/451-3200 
P.O. Box 1663, Key Largo, FL 33037 MM. 99.5 U.S. 1 past Wendy’s 
Bahamas/Pennekamp, U/W video rental, snkl. w/dolphins, PADI instr., 
gp. rates, dive, snki., sail, shell collect, spearfish. Best pkg. rates! 
CAPT. GREG'S SCUBA-DO 305/451-3446 
P.O. Box 2237, Key Largo, FL 33037 MM.100 @ 100 Marina 

Dive Pennekamp, 34° Boat, 6 max. No Crowds. Personal 

Service. Combin. Dive & Fish Trips Avail. Pkg. Rates. 


CAPT. SLATE’S ATLANTIS DIVE CENTER 800/331-DIVE 
51 Garden Cove Dr., Key Largo, FL 33037 MM.106.5 305/451-1325 
Dive Pennekamp on 1 of 4 cust. boats. NAUI, YMCA, PADI, CMAS. 
Instr., air & rentals., grp. & multi-dive disc., pkgs., gifts. 


CORAL LAGOON RESORT AT THE DIVING SITE 305/289-0121 
Middle Keys, MM.53, 12399 Overseas Hwy., Marathon, FL 33050 
Waterfront efficiency cottages, dockage, pool, tennis, bikes. 

PADI dive shop, lessons, 3 boats, groups, spring/fall dive pkgs. 


DIVE KEY WEST 305/296-3661 
‘Carol J’, P.O. Box 2842, Key West, FL 33045 

Disc. room pkg. & grp. rates. Max. 6 divers. 

Lobster diving & spearfishing, rentals, air. 


EAGLE’S NEST DIVE CENTER Nat. 800/325-5116 
Box 2508, Key Largo, FL 33037 MM. 103.5 305/451-1063 
§3' Sea Eagle Custom alum. ac/heated dive boat. Fastest 

to Pennekamp reefs. Multi & grp. dive rates. Disc dive shop. 


FLORIDA KEYS DIVE & SKI, INC. 305/852-4599 
P.O. Box 391, Tavernier, FL 33070 6 pass. dive boats. 
A PAD! scuba train. fac. Checkouts, 4 day cert. course 
& all levels of instr. Spearfishing, shelling, watersports. 


GOLDEN KEY MOTEL 

(US) Rt. 1, Box 710, Islamorada, FL 33036 MM. 81 
Free dockage & boat ramp, waterfront cottage, 

rooms with stove & refrigerator, picnic & barbeque area. 


HALL’S DIVING CENTER & RESORTS 

1688 Overseas Hwy., Marathon, Keys 33050 
Guaranteed “Weather-Proof” reef trips and dive packages. 
Lessons start every day. All major brands and credit cards. 


HAWK’S CAY RESORT & MARINA US 800/327-7775 
MM 61, Marathon, FL 33050 FL 800/432-2242 
Tennis, pools, jacuzzis, reef trips, PADI. 305/743-7000 
Custom-built dive boats, air/equip. rental, instr., pkg. rates. 


HOLIDAY ISLE DIVE CENTER 305/664-4145 
P.O. Box 482, Islamorada, FL 33036 MM 84.5 FL 800/432-2875 
All new “Wreck Diving” US 800/327-7070 
All new 22 passenger dive boat 


KEY LARGO CONDO 

3 BR., 1 1/2 Bath, completely furnished. 

Marina, saunas, tennis, pools, 2 mi. Pennekamp Park. 
Great diving, fishing, sailing. Special summer rates. 


KEY LARGO BAYFRONT HOME—Dive, Snorkel-Sail 305/255-4556 
P.O. Box 161414, Miami, FL 33116 

3 bedroom/2 bath gorgeous, new, private home with dock. 
Luxuriously furnished, fantastic rates—less than motel room. 


KEY LARGO LUXURY CONDO 513/984-0866 
Oleinik, 8555 Blue Cut Ln., Cincinnati, OH 45243 

Luxuriously decorated, 2 bedroom, dock, pool, 

sauna, tennis. Minutes from best dive areas. 


KEY WEST CONDO 

c/o Box 733, Matawan, NJ 07747 
2 BR. ocean front condo, 2 pools, 2 tennis courts, beautiful 

grounds, sleeps 4, spec. dvr. rates May-Nov. $495/wk. Reserve early! 


KEY WEST DIVER INC.-CAPT. BILLY DEANS 305/294-0660 
c/o Reef Raiders Dive Shop U.S. #1, Stock Isle, Key West, FL 
33040. Dive the Sambos, Ten Fathom Ledge, WWI! wrecks, 

USS Wilkes-Barre. Every dive an adventure. 


LADY CYANA DIVERS 305/664-8717 
P.O. Box 1157, Islamorada, FL 33036 MM 85.9 800/221-8717 
26’, 40’ & 60’ dive boats. Reefs, galleons, wrecks & The ‘Eagle’. 
Complete pro shop, instruction, packages, photo center. 


LOOKOUT LODGE RESORT 

Waterfront efficiencies, beach, boat ramp, docking. Dive 
packages. PADI OW/AOW. Rental tanks & Weight belts. 
MM88 between Pennekamp and Islamorada. 


PENNEKAMP PARK CONCESSION 

Box 13M, MM 102.5, Key Largo, FL 33037 

The only dive shop located directly in Pennekamp. 
Free brochure, send 50¢ for reef chart. 


PLANTATION KEY LARGO LUXURY CONDO 
c/o 195 N. Airport Rd., Tavernier, Florida 33070 
Beautiful 1 BR condo (sleeps 4) on bay. Has everything. 

Boat ramp & docks. $295/wk. May-Nov., $350/wk. Dec.-Apr. 


RENT 20° FLORIDA KEYS DIVE BOAT 305/743-0391 
and stay aboard 46° furnished houseboat, color TV, 

A/C, sleeps 6. Dive Pennekamp, Looe Key, 

Alligator Reef, crystal dive water. $795.00 week. 


ROCK REEF RESORT 

P.O. Box 73, Key Largo, FL 33037 MM. 98 

Divers Paradise, spacious grounds, beach, jacuzzi, 
comfortable accommodations and comfortable prices. 


SEA CENTER DIVE SHOP 

P.O. Box 515, Big Pine Key, FL 33043 MM. 29.5 
Dive Looe Key, custom boats, dive/lodging packages. 
PADI facility, full service shop, 24 hr. hydro. 


SEA DWELLERS SPORTS CENTER 

99850 Overseas Hwy., Key Largo, FL 33037 

Reef trips daily to Pennekamp Park. 

"Special weekday rates’. 

SEAFARER RESORT MOTEL 

P.O. Box 185, Key Largo, FL 33037 MM. 97.8 (Gulfside) 
‘Fantasy Island’ setting, real sandy beach & free paddle boat. 

Clean rooms & efficiencies. Please contact us for group rates.! 


305/664-4418 


305/743-5929 


305/433-8073 
305/546-2275 


201/591-1508 


301/474-6381 


305/451-1621 


305/852-5748 


305/852-2401 


305/872-2319 


305/451-3640 


800/451-3640 


305/852-5349 
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SEA HORSE MOTEL 305/743-6571 
7196 Overseas Highway, Marathon, FL 33051 
Budget or waterfront rooms or efficiencies, 300° dockage 


ramp, pool, dive pkgs. Experience the American Caribbean. 


SEA TRAIL MOTEL 305/852-8001 
Rt. 5, P.O. Box 91, Key Largo, FL 33037, MM 98.5 

Cable TV, air-conditioned, 

refrigerator, budget rates. 


STEPHEN FRINK PHOTOGRAPHIC, INC. 

P.O. Box 2720, Key Largo, FL 33037 MM 102.5 
Photo Tours, Instruction, Processing, 

Camera Rentals, Stock Photos. 


STEVE KLEM U/W GUIDE SERVICE 

P.O. Box 1803, Key Largo, FL 33037 MM. 104 
Dive with the legendary ‘Pied Piper of Pennekamp Park”. 
Let Steve introduce you to his U/W pets. For divers only. 


THE BOAT, a div. of Triangle Watersports, Inc. 305/745-BOAT 
Rt. 2, Box 617, Summerland, FL 33042 

Free color brochure, customized dives, adventure experiences, 
instruction, U/W video, Looe Key, Hawks Channel & Gulf. 


THE DIVING SITE, INC. US 800/634-3935; FL 800/821-9155 
12399 Overseas Hwy., Marathon, FL 33050 MM. 53.5 

30 & 16 pass. dive boats. Daily reef trips. 305/289-1021 
Charters & group rates, PADI lessons, sales, repairs, dive pkgs. 


TWIN HARBORS 305/451-1751 
103800 Overseas Highway, Key Largo, FL 33037 

Motel, Marina, Camping. Dive John Pennekamp State Park. Fishing 

at its best. Boat Rntls. Ask for Pkg. Tours. 100% Satisfaction. 
UNDERSEAS INC. (305) 872-2700 
P.O. Box 319, Big Pine Key, FL 33043 

1/2 day, full day and night dives to fabulous Looe 

Key. Daily rentals, air & repairs on all equipment. 


305/451-3737 


305/451-1831 
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DIVERS SUPPLY 912/474-6790 
5208 Mercer Univ. Dr., Macon, GA 31210 

PADI training facility, all major brands. 

Located at exit 2 on |-475 

DIVING WORLD USA 404/634-4354 


2945 Buford Hwy., Atlanta, GA 30329 
All brands, wholesale, retail, repair, rental, trips. 
YMCA, NAUI, PADI classes. 3 man chamber. 


HAWAII 


AARON'S DIVE SHOP 

602 Kailua Rd., Kailua, Oahu, HI 96734 

Dive w/the best in HI. Daily dives, 4 day cert. Referrals. 
Rntls. complete w/cameras & scooters since 71. Write for info. 


808/262-2333 
808/261-1211 


ALOHA DIVE SHOP—KOKO MARINA 808/395-5922 
Koko Marina Shop. Ctr., Honolulu, Hi 96825 808/395-8882 
“Diving is fun” with Jackie and her friends. 

Scuba resort cert., boats, tours, sales, rental, all cert. 

AQUATIC CHARTERS OF MAUI 808/879-0976 
P.O. Box 1028, Puunene, Maui, Hl 96784 808/874-0859 
1985 custom dive boat ‘Pilialoha’, 2 to 6 divers. 

Dive Molokini, Lanai, Kahoolawe. U/W video services. 

AQUATICS KAUAI 808/822-9213 


733 Kuhio Hwy., Kapaa, Hi 96746 
Full service, PADI, NAUI, SSI, U/W video taping & photo. 
Custom packages & tours aboard our 38’ Wilson. 


CAPT. NEMO’S OCEAN EMPORIUM Toll free: 800/367-8088 
700 Front St. & Dickenson, Lahaina, Maui, HI 96761 808/661-5555 
ist class diving & sailing, compl. shop: sales, rentals & cameras. 

58’ catamaran, 26’ cruisers, small groups, complete dive packages. 


CAPT. NEMO’S OCEAN SPORTS ANAEHOOMALU 808/885-5555 
Sheraton Royal Waikoloa Hotel, P.O. Box 3291 WVS, Kamuela, Hl 
Fantastic dvg., sail, windsurf, rentals. Toll free: 800/367-8088 

42' cat., 2 tank dives, camera rentals, small groups, dive pkgs. 


CENTRAL PACIFIC DIVERS 808/661-8718 
780 Front St., Lahaina, Maui, HI 96761 

2 and 3 tank interisland trips daily to Molokini and 

Lanai. Two 43’ custom boats, knowledgeable, friendly crew. 


CUSTOM DIVE SERVICE 808/572-0245 
P.O. Box 90, Makawao, Maui, Hi 96768 

‘Windward side’ scuba charters for only the very healthy, very 
experienced & well equipped diver. Write for application & details. 


DIVE KAUAI 808/822-0452 
976 Kuhio Hwy., Kapaa, Kauai, Hi 96746 

Kauai's largest sport & commer’! facil, disc. prices, sales, 

rntls., free air, PADI, NAUI cert., sm. pers. char., indiv. & grp. pkgs. 
DIVE MAKAI CHARTERS 808/329-2025 
P.O. Box 2955, Kailua-Kona, HI 96745 Priv. PADI instr. 
Diving with a difference, we care! Write to Tom & Lisa. 

Rated Kona’s best every year since '76 by Undercurrent. 

DIVE MAUI INC. 808/667-2080 or 661-4363 
Lahaina Market Pl, Lahaina Luna Rd., Lahaina, Maui, H! 96761 

3 Boats Daily to Lanai, Maui, Molokini. Instruction 

rentals, photography, small groups, packages available. 
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FATHOM FIVE DIVERS 808/742-6991 
P.O. Box 907, Koloa, Kauai, HI 96756 

Specializing in small personal charters, daily trips. 

NAUI and PADI instruction, air, rentals, photography. 

HAWAIIAN WATERCOLORS 808/879-3584 


P.O. Box 616, Kihei, Maui, HI 96753 
2 Boats, small groups (5 max.), personalized 
charters to the most diverse sites in Hawaii. 


LAHAINA DIVER’S INC. 

710 Front St., Lahaina, Maui, H! 96761 
Daily trips aboard 2 fastest, most comfortable boats in 
Hawaii. Most personable staff. Maui’s only PADI 5 Star. 


MAUI DIVE SHOP 

P.O. Box 1018, Azeka Place, Kihei, HI 96753 

Send for free Maui Diver's Guide, enclose $1 postage. 
Dive charters to Molokini, rentals, 5 day scuba classes, windsurfing. 


MIKE SEVERNS SCUBA DIVING 808/879-6596 
P.O. Box 627, Kihei, Maui, HI 96753 

Small groups, 5 cert. divers max. Guided boat dives. 

Two person privates w/Tekna DVX3 scooters. 


OCEAN ACTIVITIES CENTER 

3750 Wailea Alanui, D-2, Wailea, HI 96753 

Hawaii’s only dive lodge: Hotel Lanai. 

Daily dives to Molokini, La Perousse, Kahoolawe, Lanai. 


OCEAN ADVENTURES, INC. 

98-406 Kam. Hwy., Pearl City, HI 96782 

PADI 5 Star instructor dev. center, diver vehicles, tours, 
group pkgs., boat dives, cameras, 3/4 day certs. 


SANDWICH ISLE DIVERS 

73-1263 Lihau St., Kailua-Kona, HI 96740 
Daily boat charters, max. 6 divers, night dives, PADI classes. 
Packages available, Undercurrents choice. Call or write. 


SEA DREAMS HAWAII 800/329-8744 
P.O. Box 4886, Kailua-Kona, HI 96745 800/322-6118 
Owner operator. Efficient, courteous, conservation minded. 
Comfortable custom 6pax dive boat. Bob Curran 
SEA PARADISE, SCUBA 

P.O. Box 5655, Kailua-Kona, HI 96745 

Kona’s best charter company. Explore reefs, lava tubes & archways. 
Our ‘pampered diver’ service will spoil you forever. PADI & NAUI. 


800/367-8047 ext. 102 
808/667-7496 


808/879-3388 


808/879-4485 


808/487-9060 


808/329-9188 


808/322-2500 


SEA SAGE DIVING CENTER 808/822-3841 
4-378 Kuhio Hwy., Kapaa, Kauai, Hl 96746 

Safely serving Kauai since 1973. Complete pro facility. 

Boat/shore trips. Accommodation pkgs. available. 

SOUTH SEAS AQUATICS 808/538-3854 
1050 Ala Moana BI., Honolulu, HI 96814 808/538-3856 


Dive the Mahi, 165° shipwreck and lava tubes! Daily boat charters. 
Full service pro dive store since 1961. Write for free brochure. 

THE DIVE SHOP OF KIHEI LTD. 808/879-5172 
1975 S. Kihei Rd., Kihei, Maui, HI 96753 

Daily Dive & Snorkel trips to Molokini Crater, 4-5 day 
Scuba Classes, Windsurfing, Sailing, rentals, full service. 
WAIKIKI DIVING, INC. 

420 Nahua St., Honolulu, Hi 96815 

Waikiki’s only pro dive shop. PADI & NAUI facility. 
Boat & beach dives, 3 day cert., charters, free brochure. 


ILLINOIS 


808/922-7188 


THE GEAR BAG, INC. 

1605 N. Newland, Chicago, IL 60635 
Located at 6900 west on North Avenue. 
NAUI pro facility & PADI training facility. 


INDIANA 


SCUBA LAKE MICHIGAN CHARTERS 219/287-2223 
Capt. Ernie Piotrowski, 234 N. Albert St, S. Bend, IN 46619 

Dive aboard Sea Quest Il. Club/shop rates, rentals. 

Special Mon.-Fri, 5-tank charters, discount program. 


LOUISIANA 


SEA HORSE DIVING ACADEMY, INC. 

5400 Crowder BI., Unit E, New Orleans, LA 70127 
PADI 5 Star instructor development center, quality 
instruction, equipment, service and dive travel. 


MAINE 


312/637-FINS 


504/246-6523 


AQUA CITY SCUBA, INC. 207/873-0266 
11 Water St., Waterville, ME 04901 

Sales, in-shop repair service, rentals, NAUI & PADI 

training facility. Central Maine’s largest dive shop. 

HARBOR DIVERS 207/244-5751 


Rt. 102A, Star Rt., Box 40, Bass Harbor, ME 04653 
Near Acadia Nat'l. Park. Rentals, air, sales, service. 
PADI, NAUI, YMCA instr. Personalized dive charters. Write. 


TOMMY'S HARDWARE-TOMMY’S DIVE SHOP 
273 Congress St. Portland, ME 04101 

N.E.'s largest, known coast to coast, sis., svs., rtls., air, hydro. 
YMCA, NAUI, PADI, wreck charters, mail order, discount prices. 


MARYLAND 


207/772-5357 





DIVERS DEN, INC. 301/668-6866 
8105 Harford Rd., Baltimore, MD 21234 
Maryland’s oldest professional dive shop. 


Large enough to serve you — Small enough to know you. 

DYNAMO DIVE SHOP 301/474-6380 
8906 Rhode Island Ave., P.O. Box 1019, College Park, MD 20740 
N.C. wreck dives, Florida trips, full service dive shop, 

PADI 5 Star, instruction, 24 hour wetline: 345-DIVE. 


PARKS DIVING SUPPLY 301/655-8744 
8027 Liberty Road, Baltimore, Maryland 21207 

Wholesale and Retail Sport and Commercial 

Diving Equipment. 

TIDEWATER AQUATICS 301/268-1992 


1315 Forest Dr., Annapolis, MD 21403 
Full service pro dive store & skin diving school. 
Authorized Scubapro dealer & warranty service center. 


MASSACHUSETTS 


AQUARIUS DIVING CENTER, INC. 

3239 Cranberry Hwy., Buzzards Bay, MA 02532 
Authorized Scubapro dealer. PADI instruction, sales, full service, 
rentals, dive travel. Mon.-Fri. 10-8, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 8-1. 

CAPE COD DIVERS, INC. 

815 Main St, Harwich Port, MA 02646 
Sales, service, air, professional instruction. 
2 USCG approved diveboats and captains. 








617/759-DIVE 


617/432-9035 
MA 800/DIVING-1 


LOWELL SCUBA CENTER 617/453-7574 
477 Gorham St., Lowell, MA 01852 

Full service pro store, instruction all levels. 

Authorized Scubapro dealer. 

NORTHEAST SCUBA, INC. 617/774-7296 


125 Liberty St, Danvers, MA 01923 
Scuba instruction, sales, air station, photo courses. 
Hydro test, regulator repairs, rentals, boat charters. 
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DIVER’S DEN 313/693-9801 
604 S. Lapeer Rd., Lake Orion, MI 48035 

Sales, service, rentals, air, instruction. 

Great Lake Charter Specialists. 

SCUBA NORTH, INC. 616/947-2520 


13258 W. Bayshore Dr., Traverse City, MI 49684 

Year round instruction, dive trips, local charters, 

rentals & repairs & hydro’s, all major brands, pkg. prices. 
UNDERWATER OUTFITTERS 313/363-2224 
2579 Union Lake Rd., Union Lake, MI 48085 

Scuba, Achilles boats, rentals, tours, 

NAUI pro facility, quality instructions since 1959. 


MINNESOTA 


THE SUPERIOR DIVER, INC. 218/475- 2550 
P.O. Box 388, Grand Portage, MN 55605 Ron & Jackie Polomski 
Lake Superior shipwreck diving charters in Isle Royale 

National Park aboard the Superior Diver & Royale Diver. 
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WEST END DIVING'S—BILLION GALLON LAKE RESORT 
at Bonne Terre Mine, Bonne Terre, MO 63628 Dive 


Fully illuminated underground lake, 1 hour from reservations 
314/731-5003 


St. Louis. 70’ visibility, 58° water temperature. 


WEST END DIVING CENTERS, INC. 
11215 Nat. Bridge Rd. Bridgeton, MO 63044 
11004 Manchester Rd., St. Louis, MO 63122 
39 N. Allen, Bonne Terre, MO 63628 


NEW JERSEY 


CEDAR GROVE DIVERS SUPPLY 

492 Pompton Ave., Rd. 23, Cedar Grove, NJ 07009 
National certified instruction, private or group lessons. 
Indoor heated pool, full service dive shop. 

DOSIL’S SPORTS CENTER 

261 Rt. 36, E. Keansburg, NJ 07734 

Discount prices, dive travel, wreck dives, rentals, 
3000psi air fills, indoor pool, repairs. 


314/731-5003 


201/857-1748 


201/787-0508 








EAST COAST DIVING SERVICE 

Spring Valley & Texas Rds., Morganville, NJ 07751 
NJ's 1st PADI 5 Star training facility. 

Sales, repairs, air, rentals, trips, photo, Rts. 9 & 18. 


201/591-9374 


MARLIN SCUBA SHOP 201/327-6000 
506 Rt. 17, Ramsey, NU 07446 

Full service PADI training facility. 

Indoor heated pool, N.J. wreck dives, dive vacations. 

PRINCETON AQUA SPORTS 609/924-4240 


306 Alexander St. Princeton, NJ 08540 
PADI training facility. Full service dive, snow 
ski & windsurfing facilities. Diving vacations our specialty. 


UNDERWATER SPORTS, INC. 201/843-3340 
Rt. 17 S., Rochelle Park, NJ 07662 

New Jersey’s oldest and largest pro dive shop est. 1955. 

Indoor heated pool, nat’l. certification, travel, all serv. 


WHITEHOUSE AQUATIC CENTER 201/534-4090 
Box 97-C, Hwy. #22 West, Whitehouse Station, NJ 08889 

Equipment Sales, Service, Rentals, Air. 

Private and Group Lessons, Dive Vacations, Wreck Dives. 


NEW YORK 


AA AQUA-LUNG CENTER, RICHARDS 

233 W. 42nd St. Times Square, New York, NY 10036 
Export agent for all major brands. Dive, surf, swim. 
Largest all year round dive shop. Will not be undersold. 
ALLEN SPORTS DIVE CENTER 

249 North Ave., New Rochelle, NY 10801 

Air, rtls., instr. repairs, hydro, V.1.P., fishing equip. 

7 days-Every major prof. dive manuf. discounted. Our 65th year. 








212/947-5018 


914/235-3430 


AQUA CRAZY HARVEY 718/743-0054 
3179 Emmons Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11235 

At Sheepshead Bay. Instant refills. 

Major brands, big discounts. Since 1953. 

ATLANTIS 2 212/924-7556 
498 Sixth Ave., New York, NY 10011 

New York's PADI 5 Star facility & Scubapro dealer. 

Quality instruction, equipment, service, repair & travel. 

CENTRAL SKINDIVERS DISCOUNT CENTERS Open 7 Days 
2608 Merrick Rd., Bellmore, NY {indoor pool) 516/826-8888 
160-09 Jamaica Ave., Jamaica, NY 718/739-5772 


Refills, rentals, repairs, dive trips, PADI lessons. Our 34th year. 


EAST COAST DIVING, INC. 718/979-6056 
1500 Hylan Blvd., Staten Island, NY 10305 

PAD! 5 star facility, Superior Instruction & Equipment. 
Personal Dive Trip Planning & Local Wreck Charters. 
ISLAND SCUBA CENTERS, INC. 

74 Woodcleft Ave., Freeport, NY 11520 

Sales, air, rentals, repairs, waterfront store, travel. 
Instruction, photo equip., rentals, Club Aquarius. 
KINGS COUNTY DIVERS CORP. 

2417 Avenue U, Brooklyn NY 11229 

Authorized Scubapro dealer. 

Brooklyn's full service pro shop. 


LAKE GEORGE DIVE RESORT (northern end) May - Oct. 


516/546-2030 


212/648-4232 


212/934-4153 


Silver Bay Lodge 518/543-6528 
Route 9N ... Silver Bay, NY 12874 

Dir. on Lk., Exc. food, lounge, docks, air on prem. 

NIAGARA SCUBA SPORTS 716/875-6528 
2048 Niagara St. (near Hertel), Buffalo, NY 14207 

Western New York’s full service pro dive shop. 

PADI 5 Star facility. Scubapro & other major brands. 

PAN AQUA DIVING 212/496-2267 


166 W. 75th St, New York, NY 10023 

On-site air, equipment, rentals, repair-7 days a week. 

NAUI, PADI, YMCA: Basic-Instructor. Local, group trips & travel. 
PARAGON SPORTS 212/255-8036 
18th Street & Broadway, Manhattan, NY 10003 

GSD - Sherwood - U.S. Divers. 

Ocean Dynamics - O'Neill - Rip Curl. 

THE WESTCHESTER DIVE CENTERS, INC. 

62 Westchester Ave., Portchester, NY 10573 
Northern Division, Mahopac, NY 

Area’s most comprehensive year round scuba school. 
ZODIAC WATCH CO., FACTORY DIVE WATCH REPAIR CENTER 
565-5th Ave., New York, NY 10017 enter 9 E. 46th St. 212/490-3525 
Zodiac Sea Wolf and all brands serviced and pressure tested. 

Heuer and Chronosport sales. Huge discounts. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


919/441-7594 


914/937-2685 


914/628-1386 








NAGS HEAD PRO DIVE CENTER 
P.O. Box 665, Nags Head, NC 27959 
Wreck U85, scooners, WWII freighters, tankers, aboard Sea Fox. 


50’ custom boat, PADI instr., sales, svs., rntls., air, 5000 PSI. 


301/474-6381 
919/726-9432 


OLYMPUS SPORTS INC. 

Pier 8, Morehead City, NC 28557 

Dive the clear warm waters of NC on area’s largest 
dive boat. Groups or individual walk-ons. 


SALTSHAKER DIVING SERVICES, INC. 919/726-8852 
P.O. Box 275, Morehead City, NC 28557 6 plus divemaster. 
Dive over 25 wrecks in our area including the German sub U-352, 
the US sub USS Tarpon or the luxury steamer SS Proteus. 

THE DIVE SHOP 

|-40 Claremont Exit, Claremont, NC 28610 
PADI instruction, air, sales, rental, repair, trips. Caribbean 
& Florida trips, wreck dive & fish charters off NC coast. 


OHIO 


LONG LAKE SCUBA 

3160 Long Rd., Lima, OH 45807 
PADI training facility. 

Sales, service. 


PENNSYLVANIA 


419/331-3483 


DON COOK'S SCUBA EQUIPMENT 717/326-2091 
940 Market St. Williamsport, PA 17701 

Air, certified instruction, PADI, sales, service. 

PADI training facility, pro dive shop. Closed Wednesday. 

DUDAS’ DIVING DUDS 215/436-0176 


101 Bartram’s Ln., West Chester, PA 19382 
Full service NAUI pro facility. PA’s largest selection of wet 
& dry suits. Full line of photo equip. Wreck & southern dive trips. 


HARRISBURG SCUBA CENTER, INC. 717/561-0517 
991-A Peiffers Ln., Harrisburg, PA 17109 

5 PADI certified instructors, sales, service, rentals, air, dive 

trips. PADI training facility. Weekdays 6 PM-9 PM, Sat. 9-5. 


JOLLY ROGER DIVE SHOP, INC. 717/866-5535 
RD #1 Millardsville Rd., P.O. Box 250, Richland, PA 17087-0250 

Full service, air, sales, hydro, 

diving at shop location. 


PITTSBURGH SCUBA 

314 North Craig St., Pittsburgh (Oakland), PA 15213 
Equip. sales, rntls., repairs, air, trav., instr. at all levels. 
Full service PADI Training Facility. Wkdys. 10 AM-7 PM, Sat. 10-5. 


SMOKEY’S DIVER’S DEN 717/393-5333 
412 N. Duke St., Lancaster, PA 17602 

Certified instruction, rentals, sales, service. U/W films & 

video tapes. Programs for schools, clubs & organizations. 


RHODE ISLAND 


DIVERS WORLD (DIV. OF ALPINE) 401/849-3330 
754 Main St., E. Greenwich, Rl; 100 Main St., Westerly, RI & 
Bellevue Plaza, Newport, RI. Comp. sls. & svs. Disc. prices, 

all top brands. Low rates on lessons. Rl’s most comp. dv. shop. 
VIKING DIVE SHOP 401/847-4179 
124 E. Main Rd., Newport, RI 02840 Rt. 138 

Air, sales, rentals, repairs, hydros, instruction. 

Wet and dry suits repaired and altered. 


TEXAS 


AQUAVENTURES-HOUSTON US 1-800-468-6224 
1614 Gessner, Houston, TX 77080 TX 713-468-6211 
Our 10th year! PADI 5-STAR Instructor Development Center. Sport 

& Commercial Students Welcome! Friendly Sales, Travel, & Svs. 


412/621-9900 


ARLINGTON SCUBA CENTER, INC. 817/265-6712 
2414 W. Park Row Dr., Arlington, TX 76013 

PADI 5 Star training, air, sales, rental, repair, trips. 

Most complete pro service in North Texas. 

MARGO NELSON’S PHOTOGRAPHIC EYE, INC. 817/921-4316 


4255 Stadium Drive, Suite 2-SD, Ft. Worth, TX 76133 
Photo wall decor; write for free brochure. Stock photo marketing; 
send your best only. PADI Photo instr. U/W Wedding photog. 


SCUBA AIR COMPRESSOR SERVICE, INC. 214/661-8695 
14055 Proton Rd., Dallas, TX 75244 

New/used high PSI compressors. 

Sales, service, overhaul, parts, rentals. 

W.W. DIVING COMPANY 713/540-1616 


1420 FM 1960 Bypass East Humble, Texas 77338 
Full service dive shop specializing in repair. 
NAUI and SSI training facilities. Trips available. 


UTAH 


THUNDER ISLAND DIVERS 

2520 West 4700 South, Salt Lake City, Utah 84118 
PADI Instructor Training. Regular Trips— 

Call for dates. 


801/968-9600 


VIRGINIA 


SEA VENTURES, INC. 703/425-7676 
Pickett Shopping Center, 9444 Main St, Fairfax, VA 22031 

Northern VA's complete dive shop. Open daily. 

Trips, instruction, sales, rentals, repairs. NAUI, YMCA, & PAD! 


“THE” DIVE SHOP 703/698-7220 
2841 Rogers Dr., Falls Church, VA 22042 

PADI 5 Star instructional development center, 

full service serving Wash., DC, metro area. 

THE WET ONES, INC. 703/938-1111 


163 Glyndon St., Vienna, VA 22180 
No. VA oldest PADI 5 Star facility, instr. all levels, 
sales & service, grp. & indiv. trips, photography. 


WEST VIRGINIA 


HUNTINGTON SPORT & COMMERCIAL DIVING CENTER 


U.S. 60 & 1-64 Exit 15 at Carroll's 304/529-6622 
4901 U.S. Rt. 60 East, Huntington, WV 25705 
Ask for Charley. 304/736-3861 


WISCONSIN 


3 LITTLE DEVILS SCUBA SHOP 608/356-5866 
Rt. 4, Hwy. 123, Baraboo, WI 53913 800/356-9016 & 9017 
North entrance to Devil’s Lake State Park. PADI 5 Star Instructor 
facility, Lake Superior & West Palm Beach charter boat. 


SCHROEDER’S LIQUOR & SPORT SHOP 
560 Mill St., P.O. Box 453, Green Lake, WI 54941 
Air & rentals 7 days a week, year round. Dacor, Tekna, 


414/294-6462 


‘ Parkway, Sherwood sales & service. NAUI Pro Facility. 


CANADA 


BEACH GARDENS DIVING RESORT LTD. 604/485-6267 
7074 Westminster Ave., Powell River, B.C., Canada V8A 1C5 

Dive the Emerald Sea with Jim Willoughby-Diving Director. 

Charter boats, group rates, air, U/W guides. 


MAGNA YACHTING LTD.-DIVE CLAVELLA 

P.O. Box 866-A, Nanaimo, B.C., Canada V9R 5N2 
Shipwrecks, photo & explore entire B.C. & Alaskan coast 
in comfort aboard 57° Clavella. All incl. & great rates, too! 


OCEANER RECREATION LTD. 604/738-6811 
995 W. 22nd Ave., Vancouver, B.C. V5Z2A2 

Charters, 1-10 days. Incl. air, sis., rntl., dvg., exploring 

U/W photo, wrecks, Vancouver, Port Hardy, Queen Charlotte Is. 


TRAVEL SPORTS EQUIPMENT & SCUBA SCHOOL 519/434-2611 
Wharncliffe Rd. N., London, Ontario, Canada N6H 2A5 

Tabata, Seatec, Dacor, Fitzwright, Mares, Sherwood, Yamaha, 

Zodiac. Retail @ Caselot wholesale, catalog. Visa, M/C. 


AUSTRALIA 


AQUARIUS DIVE TRAVEL AUSTRALIA Ph. Int. + (03) 25 8863 
40-42 Taylor St., Ashburton, Vic 3147, Australia, Tix 35411 
Agents—Barrier Reef dive boats, islands; other Aussie sites. 

Also New Guinea, Solomons, Vanuatu, Fiji. Contact for details. 


AUSTRALIA-BARRIER REEF & CORAL SEA Ph. Int. +61-77-723022 
Mike Ball Watersports, 252 Walker St., Townsville, QLD. 4810 

Best dive value, incredible Yongala Wreck. Dive training centre. Free 
info booklet. Today write, ph., or TLX 47320. 


DIVEMASTER CHARTERS 

P.O. Box 1450, Townsville 4810, Australia 
Ext. dive trips to Australia’s Outer Great Barrier 
Reef & Yongala wreck. Guar. depart. Indiv. bookings. 


GREAT BARRIER REEF AND CORAL SEA +6170-514055 
Going Places, 26 Abbott St. Cairns, Qid. 4870 Tix: AA48338 
Adventure travel specialists to Australia & New Guinea. Over 

20 dive boats & island dives from day trips to extended charters. 
M.V. BALI-HAI II 011 61 070 545545 
P.O. Box 692, Cairns, Nth. Qlid., Australia 4870 

Dive Cod Hole, Ribbon Reef, Lizard Is., 150 mi. of outer reef. 

7 & 10 day sched. depart. for indiv., groups & spec. chtr. 


BAHAMAS 


604/753-3751 


Tix: AA47384 Divemaster 
Ph: 077-741363 


EXUMA DIVERS CO. 809/336-2710 
P.O. Box 110, George Town, Exuma, Bahamas 
Exuma’s most personal diving company. 


Enjoy our coral reefs or blue holes, or both!! 


FREEPORT/LUCAYA-WATER’S EDGE RESORT/MARINA 

Luxury condo fully furn. w/terrace, pool, dockage facil. 

casino, beach, special rate for divers 

studio $300, 1BR $400, 2BR-2Bath $500/week. 203/852-9300. 
M/V SEA AGGRESSOR 305/747-6647 
P.O. Box 1778, Jupiter, FL 33468. USA Docks/Riviera Bch. Marina 
Swim with dolphins in the wild! Great meals, fantastic diving. 

90’ luxury live aboard Bahamas bound dv. vessel. Dpts. W. Palm, FL 
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SMUGGLER’S REST DIVE RESORT 800/328-8029 ext. 246 
P.O. Box N8050, Nassau, Bahamas 809/326-1143 
Discover southern New Providence diving. Wrecks, reefs, walls. Daily 
pick-ups from all hotels, 4 secluded waterside villas. 


THIRD TURTLE INN 

Providenciales, Turks & Caicos Islands 

A small resort in a class by itself. PADI dive shop. 3 
dive boats, group rates avail. gourmet dining, luxurious accomm. 


UNDERWATER EXPLORERS SOCIETY—UNEXSO 809/373-1244 
P.O. Box F-2433, Freeport, Bahamas (Use int'l airmail) 

Famous facility, guided reef trips, instruction novice/advanced, 

group rates, 18° deep tank, chamber, air. 


VALENTINE’S DIVE CENTER 
Box 1, Harbour Island, Bahamas 
AM, PM, & Night Dives, All levels of instruction, Rentals. 

U/W Photography & Video, Individual & Group Packages. 

WALKER’S CAY HOTEL & MARINA, ABACO 800/327-3714 
700 S.W. 34th St, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33315 FL 800/432-2092 
Undiscovered & unspoiled! Virgin reefs, spectacular caves. 

Dive shop, boats, rental equipment, certification, great packages! 


800/323-7600 
312/655-5678 


U.S. 502/897-6481 


ae ee ae | 
DIVE BOAT SAFARI 809/427-4350 809/429-8216 
@ Hilton International Barbados, Barbados, W.I. Thx: WB 2272 


Diving school, PADI certification, reef, wreck, night dive, 
air, shop. For reservation US-Can. Toll free 800/635-9900 BNRS 


PETER HUGHES DIVE BARBADOS 800/367-DIVI, 607/277-DIVI 
Divi Southwinds Beach Hotel & Divi St. James Beach Resort. 

Divi Hotels, 520 W. State St., ithaca, NY 14850. Complete 

dive shop/expert instr./custom boats. Vaca. dive pkgs. avail. 


SCUBA DIVE RENTALS RENTALS-809/426-6936 
Barbados Hilton Hotel (Arcade) Amer. Ex., Visa, M/C 
Air & rentals, 7 days a week, year round, Sherwood sales & service. 
e.g.: Comp. equip. set, 24 hrs. $25 US; additional fill $2 US. 


BELIZE 


AMBERGRIS LODGE U.S. Tel: (816) 361-2345 
Ambergris Caye, Belize. P.O. Box 123, K.C., MO 64141 

Caribbean Sampler: 4 da-3 nt. full Amer. Plan w/airport trans.: 

$198 p.p. dbl. occ., group rates, diving and fishing options. 


EXPLORE BELIZE TOURS Barrier Reef/Blue Hole. You choose 
package: Resort Based or Group Economy, live aboards, 

dive/sail. Inland extension tours. 800/344-MAYA 
P.O. Box 2381-S, Gainesville, FL 32602 In FL 904/372-5169 


GLOVER’S REEF ATOLL RESORT, Lomont Enterprises. 

1015 Garden Rd., De Kalb., IL 60115 PH. 815-756-2486 evenings. 

11 days, pvt. beach cabin, meals, tanks, air, boats, guides, 

all trans. RT Houston, Miami, N. Orleans, ALL INC. $1350. 

SAINT GEORGE'S LODGE, Box 625, Belize City  011-501-02-44190 
“Rustic, secluded” Harpers. TX 214/341-5577; 800/631-0032 
“Surpasses Cayman” Undercurrent. CA 714/955-2774; 800/854-9303 
“For divers, the place to stay in Belize.” Esquire. NAUI instruction. 
SEA BELIZE SCUBA EXPEDITIONS 617/655-1461 
210 Washington St, Sherborn, MA 01770 

Low cost cruise/dive expedition to remote BELIZEAN 

reefs, atolls, caves, walls, islands, wrecks, etc. 


VILLA AVENTURA — A DIVER'S VILLAGE AT CAYE CAULKER 


P.O. Box 2664, Evergreen, CO 80439 303/674-9615 
Complete dive services and accommodations 
for groups and individuals. 800/538-6802 


BERMUDA 


SKINDIVING ADVENTURES 

P.O. Box 165 Southampton Bermuda. 

PADI, NAUI, SSI Facilities. 

Wreck and reef dives, rentals, sales, instruction, nikonis. 


BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS 


KILBRIDES UNDERWATER TOURS 

Box 40, Dept. SDM, Virgin Gorda, British Virgin Islands 
Daily dive tours and resort courses. Wrecks of Anegada. 
Bert, Jim & Gary Kilbride. PADI training facilities. 


809/294-1034 


809/494-2746 


UNDERWATER SAFARIS 809/494-3235 
P.O. Box 139,Tortola, BVI 800/535-7289 
Rhone & reef dives daily, PADI training facility, 809/494-3965 
sales, rental, photo center, hotel dive/sail packages. 

VIRGIN ISLAND SAILING LTD. 800/648-3393 800/448-8866 
P.O. Box 146, Road Town, Tortola, B.V.I. 809/494-2774 


Sail & dive pkgs. aboard pvt. motor & sailing yachts. Taking 
2-18 guests. Scuba-sail-w/surf-w/ski in unspoiled waters. 


CARIBBEAN 
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AQUARIUM DIVE RESORT (811)6649 or 6378 
P.O. Box 1692, San Andres Isla, Colombia Tix: 40126 
Guided U/W tours, air, rentals, instruction. 

PADI, CMAS, FEDECAS. Pablo Montoya, Diving Operator. 


BASKIN-IN-THE-SUN 800/323-3415 
IL 312/952-1414; P.O. Box 851, Port-au-Prince, Haiti, tel: 2-6530 
Alan Baskin at Kaliko Beach Hotel, PADI training facility, 50 ft. 

Cat w/sun deck, 4 instr., pers. attn. & you never carry your gear. 


THE DIVE SHOP LTD. 809/426-9947 
P.O. Box 44-B, St. Michael, Barbados, W.1. 

Daily dive trips. Reef, wrecks and artifact dives. 

Dive packages with accommodation. NAUI certification. 


CAYMAN ISLANDS 
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AMBASSADORS INN DIVING RESORT—Gr. Cayman — 800/DIVEINN 
P.O. Box 1789, Grand Cayman, BWI Guaranteed lowest rates 
for the accom. Famous wall dives, group rates, restaurant on 
premises, steps from snorkelers & diver’s paradise ‘Smith's Cove’. 
BOB SOTO’S DIVING, LTD.-SCUBA CENTRE 800/BOB-SOTO 
Airmail: P.O. Box 1801, Grand Cayman, BWI 800/262-7686 
AM, PM, North Wail & night dives. Individual & group personalized 
packages, SCUBA/photo rentals & complete training programs. 


BRAC REEF BEACH RESORT, CAYMAN BRAC 800/233-8880 
Brac Aquatics, Ltd. 800/327-3835 
5920 Rodman St., Hollywood, FL 33023 

3 tank dives, Little Cayman trips. 

BUCCANEER'S INN 809/948-7257 


P.O. Box 68, Cayman Brac, Cayman Islands, B.W.I. 
Daily boat dives, unlimited shore diving and 
group specials. 


CAYMAN DIVING LODGE 

P.O. Box 11, East End, Grand Cayman, B.W.I. 
The perfect alternative to Seven Mile Beach for wilderness 
diving walls, wrecks and reefs—Call DIRECT. 


CAYMAN ISLANDER HOTEL—GRAND CAYMAN 
Bob Soto's Diving Ltd. 

5920 Rodman St., Hollywood, FL 33023 

Wall, reefs and wreck diving package available. 


SAM McCOY’S DIVING & FISHING LODGE—Little Cayman 

located on North shore, fully A/C rooms, 3 meals daily—$125/day. 
Virgin reefs, wrecks & finest shelf dvg. in world. Over 40 yrs. exp. 
Cl 809/948-8326; US 412/834-4064-day; 412/353-2986-nite/wknds. 


SCUBA SAFARI-Dive Pkg. $399/7th free/Fit. Discs. 809/949-3742 
PO 2029 Grand Cayman BWI-Pvt. dvg. tailored to you-6/quide 

Your own homes/Lodge near worlds best bchs-fun intros-U/W veh’s 
U/W vacation videos of you-show family, friends w/VCR on TV 


SEASPORTS 809/949-3965 
Airmail: P.O. Box 431, West Bay, Grand Cayman Is., B.W.I. 

Custom boat diving with 2-7 divers on the south, west, 

& north walls. Instruction & hotel packages available. 


COSTA RICA 


PHANTOM ISLE LODGE 

P.O. Box 559, Manvel, TX 77578 

Jungle lodge, only Pacific reefs and Cano Island. 
Pirate wrecks, group rates, fish, lobster, No crowds! 


FAR PACIFIC 


BERNARD & COMPANY 

P.Q. Box 79171, Mongkok Post Office, Kowloon, Hong Kong 
Casio, Puma diver’s & scientific watches. Other brands 
available. Cheap!! Send $2 for catalogue/price. 


MACK’S DIVING OF JAPAN 

2-18-34 Nishiki, Naka, Nagoya 460, Japan 

Full service diving system, U/W photo specialist. 
PADI training facility. Pool/shop. 


SEA TOPIA PRO DIVING CENTER, INC. 

593 {sa, Ginowan City, Okinawa, Japan 
Custom made wet suits, PADI instruction. 
Sales, repair, 3000 PSI air station, indoor pool. 


HONDURAS 


ANTHONY'S KEY RESORT-ROATAN FL 800/343-DIVE; 305/858-DIVE 
POSADA DEL SOL—GUANAJA 

Exec. Offices: 1385 Coral Way, Ste. 302, Miami, FL 33145. 

Beautiful dive resorts offering the best of the Bay Islands. 


BAY ISLANDS DIVE RESORTS 800/328-0734 
Go Diving: 715 Florida Ave. S, Minneapolis, MN 55426 

Dive packages to resorts in Roatan and Guanaja. 

Barrier reefs, walls, snorkeling, windsurfing, sailing. 

COCO VIEW RESORT—ROATAN 800/282-8932 
P.O. Box 877, San Antonio, FL 84266 904/588-4131 
$450/7 nights. Unlimited wall diving guaranteed 365 days 

a year! All meals. Live aboard dive boat now available. 


(800) 262-7686 


800/233-8880 
800/327-3835 


713/489-9156 


052-211-1772 


09889-2-5567 


REEF HOUSE RESORT—ROATAN, HONDURAS 

P.O. Box 640399, Kenner, LA 70064 Toll free 800/341-1950 ext. 73 
Built on top of reef, intimately accom. up to 30, excellent food. 

7 days, meals, unltd. diving, fishing, boats, guides: $499. 


ROATAN ISLAND-BEACH HOUSE RENTAL 

Marsha Andrews, Rt. 1, Box 320, Menominee, MI 49858 
Near Anthony's Key Resort. 2 BR, dix., maid, private bch., scuba, 
snorkel, 4 persons, $450/wk. Brochure, rsvns. Video avail. 


ROATAN LODGE RESORT 800/231-6560 
U.S. Office: P.O. Box 27342, San Diego, CA 92128 619/487-7657 
Personalized diving retreat, barrier reef, historic Port Royal Harbor, 
gourmet delights, windsurfing, sailing. 


INDIAN OCEAN 


16 DAYS EAST OF BALI 

P.O. Box 98/MT Jakarta Pusat, Indonesia 
Depts. 12 and 29 Sept with Ron and Val Taylor on M/V ISLAND- 
EXPLORER. Untouched and unmatchable. Send for Info. 


BALI-HOTEL BUALU NUSA DUA (HOTEL CLUB) (0361) 71310 
P.O. Box 217, Denpasar, Bali, Indonesia Tix 35231 BUALU ND 
{st class resort, PADI instr., dive boat, shop, dive tours Bali 

All sport free 0.c. Tennis, horses, windsurf., sail, bicycles. 


BEAUTIFUL ANDAMAN {SLANDS-INDIAN OCEAN. New Scuba diving, 
snorkeling territory. Stay at Andaman Beach Resort. Own 

dive shop. Contact: TRAVEL CORPORATION (I) PVT. LTD., Los 
Angeles—Tel. (213) 389-2113/4/5. NY Tel. (212) 371-8080/8081. 


JAMAICA 


CLUB CARIBBEAN/SUNDIVERS 809/973-3507 800/221-4588 
P.O. Box 65, Runaway Bay, Jamaica, West Indies 

Hotel cottages in Runaway Bay, Jamaica's finest diving, beach 

free skiing, windsurfing, sailing, snorkeling, glassbottom boat. 


NEGRIL SCUBA CENTRE 809/957-4323 
Negril Beach Club, Negril, Jamaica 

Beginner lessons, dive packages, certification, photography. 

Beautiful, exciting dives daily with qualified instructor. 
SUNDIVERS, JAMAICA LIMITED 

P.O. Box 212, Runaway Bay, Jamaica, West Indies 
Jamaica’s only 5-Star PADI int'l training facility. 

Sales & svs., camera rentals, videos, resort dive pkgs. 


MEDITERRANEAN 


CYDIVE CYPRUS 061-34271 
1, Poseidon Ave., Kato Paphos, Cyprus Thx 5337CY 
PADI, 5 star & BSAC Recog. courses to all levels. 

Dive trips. Hire. Comp. price sales. 

DIVEWISE SERVICES, LTD. Ph: 336441 
Dragonara Water Sport Centre, St. Julians, Malta 

The friendly dive company. Reliable and personalized. CMAS & PADI. 
Full beach club facility, sailing, windsurfing, etc. 


MEXICO 


906/863-3618 








(021) 593401/2 








809/973-2346 
809/973-3454 











AA1 SCUBA CANCUN 988/4-23-36 & 3-10-11 
P.O. Box 517, Cancun, Quintana Roo., Mexico 77500 

Ex com. & military diver owner 30+ yrs. dvg. exp. NAUI, CMAS, 
PADI Master instr. Tours, classes, referrals, PADI int'l training facility. 


AQUA TOURS 988/3-0227 
P.O. Box 528, Cancun, Q. Roo, Mexico 77500 988/3-1137 
Dive the Yucatan Reefs, daily trips to |. Mujeres Bay 

and Cozumel. Instruction, rentals, package and group rates. 


BAJA EXPEDITIONS, INC. 619/297-0506 
P.O. Box 3725, San Diego, CA 92103 

Dive the Sea of Cortez, Baja, CA, Mexico. Unlimited diving 

aboard the 80’ ‘Don Jose’. Single and group reservations. 


BAJA’S ONLY NAUI PRO FACILITY/WATERSPORTS CENTER 
Cabo Acuadeportes S.A. de C.V. (684) 3 01 22 

P.O. Box 136, Cabo San Lucas, B.C.S., Mexico 
Rentals-Sales-Service-4000 PSI-Boat Dives-Instruction 


CASA DEL MAR DE ZIHUATANEJO 

Paseo del Pescador #20 Local 6 Zihuatanejo, Gro. 
Dive the Pacific in Ixtapa Zihuatanejo. Full dvg. svs. Cert. 

instr, U/W photo., snorkeling, SCUBA lessons, air, rntl., spec. trips. 


CLUB AKUMAL CARIBE—PAUL BUSH founder—CEDAM International 
Headquarters since 1958. Best diving in Mexican Caribbean, 5 min. 
to second largest Barrier Reef in the world. Kapaalua Dive Shop, 
hotel, real estate, condos, time sharing. 


COZUMEL HOUSE FOR RENT 212/254-5623 
Contact: Andy Zimmerman, 632 £. 14th St, New York, NY 10009 
Furnished 2BR, 2BA house in town, sleeps 6. Maid service & 
kitchen. Also dive packages & certification & car rental. 
DISCOVER COZUMEL DIVING 

P.O. Box 75, Cozumel, Q. Roo, 77600 MEXICO 

Daily SCUBA trips to Palancar Reef. Bilingual staff. 
Lessons, PADI-SS! Cert., Rentals. Pkgs./Group rates. 


(743) 4-21-19 


(987) 20280 











DIVE PARADISE—COZUMEL The Best There Is! 
Personal service like you never dreamed possible in Mexico. 

For a wealth of free info. and reservations call our USA— 

Office (206) 441-3483 or write 170 Denny Way, Seat WA 98109. 


EXCURSIONES AKUMAL. 

Dick Blanchard, Postal 1345, Cancun, Q.R. Mexico 

PADI cert. course. 3 days includes: diving & equipment, $200. 
English or Spanish. Open water & individual courses offered. 


EXCURSIONES AKUMAL. Uncrowded Akumal So. of Cancun 
10 minutes to the world's 2nd longest barrier reef. 

Fully equipped shop: rental, instruction, dive trips. 

Bilingual staff. 12 years on the Mexican Caribbean. 


FLASH CAMERA SHOP 

P.O. Box 268, Cozumel, Q.Roo 77600 MEXICO 
Underwater cameras for rent & sale. Film sales & 
processing. Dive equip. for rent/sale. Weekly rates. 


GALAPAGO INN/SCUBA COZUMEL (011-52) (987) 20663/20627 
P.O. Box 289, Cozumel, Q. Roo, Mexico 77600 US 800/847-5708 
Beach front dive resort, compl. facilities with a professional 

Staff. 15 years experience catering to the serious diver. 


HOUSE FOR RENT—COZUMEL 

Rex Walker, 3100 Airport Road, Boulder, CO 80301 
3 bedrooms, completely furnished, maid. 

Weekly rates, scuba guide, near beach. 


LORETO DIVERS (683) 3 00 29 
Salvatierra 47 Loreto, Baja California Sur, Mexico P.O. 131 

Guided scuba & snorkel tours. instr. Full equip. rental 

& sales. Fills 3000 psi. Dive beautiful secluded islands. 


U.S.A. WHOLESALERS & REPS 

Lowest cost dive packages. La Ceiba, La Perla, Villablanca, 

_ Galapago-inn & La Plaza hotels. Lowest airfares. 10 yrs. Cozumel 
exp. Full-time Cozumel on-site rep. USA office (206) 441-3483. 


MICRONESIA 


(987) 20280 


303/442-0258 








BLUE LAGOON DIVE SHOP (796) 
Box 429 Truk, E. Caroline Is. 96942 

Dive into WWII history of operation 

hailstorm. 


MICRONESIA AQUATICS OF TRUK LAGOON 

P.O. Box 57, Truk Lagoon, E. Caroline Islands 96942 
Individual & group tours arranged. Professional guides 
for diving & U/W photography. Complete dive services. 


MICRONESIAN YACHTS CO., LTD. —_ (670) 6830/6843; Tix: 783630 
P.O. Box 949, Saipan, CM 96950 Ansrback: ABOGADOS MN 
Dive & sail remote & uninhabited islands of Micronesia incl., 

Palau, Northern Marianas on maxi racing schooner ‘New World’. 

THE VILLAGE Telex: (RCA)729-6803 
P.O. Box 339, Ponape, Caroline Islands 96941 

Resort hotel, restaurant, tours, spectacular diving, 

private thatch bungalows with waterbeds, fabulous foods. 

TRUK SCUBA DIVE CENTER (TSDC) International—547 
c/o Hans Wiliander, P.O. Box 747, Moen Truk, E.C. Is. 96942 

or Chris Woodward, 98-920-C Noelani St., Pearl City, Hi 96782 
Complete dive center, tours, boats, guides, equipment. 

U.S.A. WHOLESALERS & REPS 

Custom packages to Truk, Palau & Ponape to fit your personal 
needs. Indiv. & group packages. We handle air, hotels, diving, 
transfers, etc. Phone USA stateside office at (206) 441-3483. 


NETHERLANDS ANTILLES 


202/338-0690 


BONAIRE-BACHELOR’S BEACH APARTMENTS 
4622 Charleston Terrace N.W., Washington, DC 20007 
Dive the Caribbean the relaxed and inexpensive way from your 
own patio & pier. Luxury furnished 1 & 2 a/c BR on the water. 


BONAIRE BEACH BUNGALOWS 717/586-9230 
P.O. Box 264, Waverly, PA 18471 

Luxurious 2 BR villas, A/C, kit., fully equipped, diving, 3 min. 

from downtown, 15 feet from ocean, total privacy, reasonable rates. 


BRUCE BOWKER'S CARIB INN 011-599-7-8819 
P.O. Box 68, Bonaire, Netherlands Antilles 

Largest selection of sites, spacious rms., ocean view, 

A/C & pool, reef trips, air, sales, rentals, no crowded reefs. 


BUDDY'S DIVE RESORT 011-599-7-8647 or 8065 
P.O. Box 231 Bonaire, Netherlands Antilles. 

PADI instr./Marine biologist available/shop/rtls. Dive 

pkgs. from USD. 299,—with acc. in bungalow. Personal touch. 


CORAL VILLAS 011-599-7-8428 
Belnem, Bonaire, Netherlands Antilles 

Modern seaside fully furnished A/C 1 bedroom apts. 

Kitchen, 2 pers. acc. ea. for all year round rate of $30 p/d. 


LEROY FRENCHS' OCEAN EXPLORERS PH: 5252 
Simpson Bay, St. Maarten, Dutch West Indies 

Complete dive shop. NAUI Instruction. 25 Years Experience. 

Air fills, rentals, daily dive trips, groups. 

SEA SABA DIVE CENTER 1-800-541-2255 tone 774-9000 
Windwardside, Saba, Netherlands Antilles 011-599-4-2246 
Full svs. diving/most beautiful reefs in Caribbean. Deluxe 

accom. on hillside 1200’ above sea level/tiny, quiet, paradise. 


SOROBON BEACH RESORT/CLOTHES OPTIONAL 599-7-8080 
P.O. Box 14, Bonaire, Netherlands Antilles Tix: 1200 inpo 
Housekeeping cottages on private nude beach, shop, restaurant. 
Studios, one-bedroom units, dive packages. Ask brachure. 

TOUCH THE SEA with DEE SCARR 011-599-7-8529 
c/o Touch the Sea, Box 369, Bonaire, Netherlands Antilles 
Personalized dive guiding: marine creatures, photos, much more. 
Reservations recommended. (Closed July thru October) 


NEW ZEALAND 


PAIHIA DIVE, HIRE & CHARTER 

P.O. Box 210, Paihia, Bay of Islands, New Zealand 
Pro dive store, rentals, sales, service, PADI instruction, 
boat charters. Single or group bookings. 


PAPUA NEW GUINEA 


JAIS ABEN RESORT PTY. LTD. 82-3311 
P.O. Box 105, Madang, Papua New Guinea 
Dive coral reefs & WW II wrecks within 15 min. of resort. 
Complete packages, 3 boat dives daily, NAUI facility. 


(0885) 27551 


RABAUL DIVE & TOUR SERVICES 922913 
Box 1128, Rabaul, Papua New Guinea 927145 
Wreck diving specialists, tours; instruction, 

rentals & dive packages. Tix: 92982 
TROPICAL DIVING ADVENTURES PTY. LTD. 257429 


P.O. Box 1644, Boroko, Papua New Guinea 
66’ charter dive vessel, 36’ dive launch, NAUI Pro Facility. 
Bob & Dinah Halstead, Papua New Guinea’s sport diving specialists. 


PUERTO RICO 


i a oe 
CARIBBEAN SCHOOL OF AQUATICS, INC. Since 1963 
Captain Greg Korwek 809/728-6606 
One Taft St. Suite 10-F, San Juan, PR 00911 809/723-4740 


Best boat diving, scuba instruction, sailing charters. 

CARIBE AQUATIC ADVENTURES 809/721-0303 ext. 3447 
Caribe Hilton Int'l, P.O. Box 1872, San Juan, Puerto Rico 00903 

Best reef dvg. in San Juan. NAUI & PADI instr., sales. Enclosed 

reef & cave dive areas (right at hotel). 4 dives daily. 


DIVE, SURF & SAIL 809/840-6424 
Marginal by Pass, Road No. 2, Ponce, P.R. 00731 

PADI Training Facility No. S-553, Windsurfing school. 

South Coast diving tours, Rentals, Repairs, Sales, Air. 

VIEQUES DIVERS 809/741-8600 


P.O. Box 1001, Vieques, Puerto Rico 00765 
PADI training facility, windsurfing, remote island 
located half way between San Juan & St. Thomas. 


RED SEA 


‘aie Sie ie eae 
AQUASPORT INT’L RED SEA DIVING CENTRE LTD. 059-72788 
Coral Beach, P.O. Box 300, Eilat, Israel 88102 Tix: 7710 AQUASIL 
Dive & windsurf the Red Sea, 7 days incl. B.B. from $140. 

PADI 5 star facil.resort, & adv. instr.,Sinai cruises,safaris. 


AFFORDABLE HIGH CLASS TOURS 

International Diving Expeditions 

Inside California 818-788-3326. 

15477 Ventura Blvd., Suite 101, Sherman Oaks, CA 91403. 
404/482-7661 Tlx: 810-766-4460 

In 4th yr. of continuous operations 

from Sharm El Sheik. 32 departures/year w/AC comfort. Unlimited 

diving, biggest selection of dive sites on offer, British crew. 

RED SEA DIVERS, SHARM DIVING, AQUAMARIN, Sharm El Sheikh 

768385. Dahab Diving Tel Nuweiba Diving 768832. Tlx: 94002 - 

OHTEG UN. HO. 32 Sabry Abu Alam St., Cairo 770200-770301 

Diving, eg. lab, windsurf, glass bottom boat, safari, hotels. 

RED SEA SPORTS CLUB Tel. 059-71846/76569 

King Solomon's Palace/Hotel Caravan, Eilat, Israel 

Biggest, Newest, Best equipped Watersports Center. 

PADI, NAUI facil. 


SOUTH PACIFIC 


1-800-321-4658 attn. IDE. 


RR EEE OES 
CORALHEAD DIVING P.O. Box 211, Nuku ‘alofa, Tonga Ph. 22176 


150 islands, day dives on the 27° 110hp ‘African Queen’. 
Excitement? Try 17° 55hp Lancer ‘White Knucies’. PADI 
training facil. USD auth. dealer. Full dive shop, rentals. 


FiJl ISLANDS DIVE TAVEUNI 
170 Denny Way, Seattle, WA 98109 206/441-3483 
U.S. office for Fiji Diving. Taveuni, Qamea, Mana, Scubahire. 
Groups/individuals, monthly departures. 

OCEAN VOYAGES 

1709 Bridgeway, Sausalito, CA 94965. 

Dive fabulous Cocos Island, 12 days $1550 p.p. 

Also Galapagos/Tahiti/BVI/Philippines for groups 4-10. 


415/332-4681 





TAHITI AQUATIQUE, B.P. 6008, Faaa, Tahiti Ph. 428042 
Dive with Dick Johnson, an American Marine Ext. 0951 
Biologist. NAUI, PADI, FFESSM & CMAS intl. instr.: tour 

pkgs., using US equip. with surprisingly good diving. 


SOLOMON ISLANDS 


ISLAND DIVE SERVICES, LTD. 22103 
P.O. Box 414, Honiara, Solomon Islands 

Dive the WWII Wrecks of Guadalcanal & The Walls 

& Reefs of the South Pacific. Full Facil. Tix. HQ66315 


THAILAND 


DAVE’S DIVERS DEN-NAUI Pro Facilities 258-3662 or 419387 
44/1 Soi Asoke, Bangkok, 10110, Thailand-Also Pattaya 

NAUI, PADI, YMCA professionals. NAUI specialty courses, DM & 

ITC full service centers, sales, service, rental, tours. 


PHUKET DIVERS CO., LTD. 

7/70 Poonpon Rd., Phuket 83000, Thailand 
Camping, snorkeling, scuba, diving (U.S. Diver equip.), rentals, sailing 
trips to PiPi & Similan Island. 


SEAFARI-largest dive cntr. in S.E.A’s major resort 038/419060 
Pattaya Beach Resort, Thailand Cable: ROGADEN _ tlx:85909 TH 
PADI 5 Star Instr Devi Center/All level certs/5 specs, 1st aid/CPR 
Tropical/wreck dives. Pro sis.,svs.,rntl. pure air,windsurf,resort accom. 


U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS 


AQUA ACTION 809/775-6285 
P.O. Box 12138, Charlotte Amalie, St. Thomas, USVI 00801 

Scuba, instruction, snorkeling, windsurf, tours with personality. 

Rhone tnps. Equipment rentals, sales and service. 


CARIBBEAN SEA ADVENTURES 

P.O. Box 3015, Christiansted, St. Croix, U.S.V.I. 00820 
4 Dive boats to walls, drop offs, Buck Island Natl. Park 
Individuals or groups, package rates available. 


CHRIS SAWYER DIVING CENTER 

41-6-1 Estate Frydenhoj, St. Thomas, USVI 00802 
Full svs. NAUI pro facility, personal svs. quality guaranteed, 

cruise ship pick-up at dock. Send for VI diving info packet. 

JOE VOGEL DIVING CO.-EX—UDT Center: 809/775-7610 
P.O. Box 7322, St. Thomas, USVI 00801 

Oldest cert’d diving school in USVI. Joe conducts all scuba instr., 
day, night, wreck dives & snorkel tours. U/W photo. Pers. service. 


Tel. (076) 215-738 


809/773-6011 


809/775-7320 


SEA ADVENTURES 800/524-2096 
P.O. Box 9531, St. Thomas, USVI 00801 

Dive with the fun professionals! PADI, NAUI affiliated. 

Daily scuba, sailing & land tours. Call for free info! 

SEA SHADOWS SCUBA 809/778-3850 


P.O. Box 505, Cane Bay, St. Croix 00820 
Full service center @ Cane Bay. Air, rentals, sales, instruction & 
tours of spectacular drop-off walls of the north shore. 


V.|. DIVERS LTD. 809/773-6045 
Pan Am Pavilion, Christiansted, St. Croix, USVI 00820 

Full service dive shop, NAUI & PADI, hotel packages. 

40’ dive boat. Diving St. Croix since 1971. 

V.1. DIVING SCHOOLS/SUPPLIES, INC. 809/774-8687 
P.O. Box 9707, St. Thomas, USVI 00801-3400 809/774-7368 


Sales, tours, classes, rentals, repairs, air. 
SSI, NAUI, PADI, YMCA, IDEA: skin diver thru instructor. 


WINDWARD ISLANDS 


ANSE CHASTANET SCUBA ST. LUCIA 800/328-5285 
P.O. Box 216, Soufriere, St. Lucia, West Indies Telex: 0398/6370 
Dive packages, accom., bars, restaurant, snorkel, resort courses, 

air, rental. Complimentary windsurf, sail, tennis. 809/454-7354/5 
DIVE ST. VINCENT 809/458-4714 
P.O. Box 864, St. Vincent, West Indies HM. 809/457-4409 
Diving with a personal touch. Full service shop, NAUI, PADI, 

CMAS. Non-cattle boat diving. Dive packages available. 


ATTENTION DIVE STORES” 
call 800/231 -4053 


ae in CA e 


213/854-2700 
Call us for more info on advertising 
in the DIVER’S DIRECTORY 


Direct Marketing Division 
P.O. Box saa: Los edie lech CA 90069 
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ILearned About Diving From That 
Bends Hit In Bora Bora 


BY STAN WATERMAN 


t was a Classic hit. There was no time to 

think about it, but | knew what it was. A 
severe cramp seized my solar plexus and 
| doubled over. | was bent. 

The place was Bora Bora in French 
Polynesia, the time, spring of ‘66. | had 
been living and filming with my family for 
nearly a year in the islands. My children 
and | had our own Boston Whaler. An- 
chored alongside and diving with me was 
an old friend and experienced diver. He 
was accompanied by a native helper. My 
friend, an excellent still photographer, 
and | found garden eels on the sand 
slope beyond the reef. The depth was 
130 feet. | was so entranced by the scene 
and so excited by the subject that | con- 
tinued filming until | sensed the first re- 
striction in breathing that attends the end 
of the air supply. We both had single 
tanks. | started up immediately, knowing 
there would be enough residual air to 
support me to the surface and—incred- 
ibly—not really concerned that | would 
have none to spare for a 10 foot deep 
pause. My friend, not yet out of air, con- 
tinued his dive, actually somewhat deep- 
er than | had been. 

| made the surface, handed up my gear 
to the kids and pulled myself aboard. The 
cramp at midriff was immediate and vio- 
lent. | remember Susy (12) and Gordy 
(14) watching me with alarm and con- 
cern, although they had no real notion of 
what it meant to have the bends. Neither 
did |. This was a first. | knew | had to get 
down to pressure again to relieve the 
pain and, also, vaguely thought | might 
decompress myself by hanging off. 

As Gordy helped me on with another 
tank and | prepared to drop over again, 
my friend surfaced and boarded his own 
boat. He asked what ! was doing. | told 
him | was bent and was going back down 
again to decompress. To this he replied, 
‘‘Nonsense! It is impossible.’’ Then com- 
pounding my total naiveté and unpre- 
paredness | dropped down and descend- 
ed to about 70 feet. The cramps, of 
course, subsided. | soon began a slow 
ascent, leveling off at 25 feet and there 
hung on the line. As | hung there | noticed 
my friend's anchor coming up and 
watched his boat pick up speed and de- 
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part. | later learned that he had gone 
home for lunch. 

As | hung off at 10 feet, beginning to 
shiver and feel thoroughly miserable, a 
rain of tins and wrappers showered down 
about me. Hunger had overwhelmed 
concern topside on the boat. My children 
were attacking their lunches! At that point 
| surfaced and to my profound relief ex- 
perienced no return of pain or cramps. | 
thought | had beaten the rap. Of course, 
| hadn't. 

That afternoon | became aware of an 
increasing heaviness in my legs. By eve- 
ning motor control had been lost in one 
leg and partial feeling in the other. Most 





critical, | couldn't urinate. At the end of 
the day the radio on Bora Bora shut 
down. There was no communication with 
Tahiti until morning; nor was there any 
medical facility on the island to provide a 
catheter for relief of my bladder. With the 
horse already out of the barn door we 
read all we could about the bends in the 
various manuals we had with us. 
Guided by a local fisherman who knew 
the reefs well | was able to run my Whaler 
out through the pass and then over the 32 
miles of open ocean to the neighboring 
island of Raiatea and a hospital. At 3:00 
am a doctor responded to the emergen- 
cy. By 8:00 am a radio call had brought 
a small private plane. | was taken at low 
altitude on the one hour flight to Tahiti and 
the hospital in Papeete. But, there was no 
decompression chamber on Tahiti. The 
only one in the area was on a French 
warship that was attending the first 
French atomic blast experiments on the 
island of Mururua, 900 miles east in the 
Tuamotu archipelago. Our good friend, 


James Stuart, who was then head of the 
Pan Am office in Papeete, went to bat for 
me. He used his considerable influence 
to interest the naval high command in my 
plight. They arranged to have me flown 
by military transport in a pressurized cab- 
in to Mururua and called in their warship 
to rendezvous with me. 

There a decompression chamber had 
been readied for me. | was their first cus- 
tomer. The medical officer in charge of 
the chamber had never used it. He boned 
up on the manual. Approximately 50 
hours after | had been hit | entered the 
chamber and was pressured down to 
160 feet, the standard treatment then for 
Table Four bends. 

The second day into the decompres- 
sion | was able to relieve myself into a 
bucket. | still think of that first real indica- 
tion that | was on the mend as the most 
wonderful and comforting ‘‘leak’’ | have 
ever had. 

| was, of course, incredibly lucky. Hard 
exercise restored full use of my legs. On- 
ly a residual loss of feeling on one side 
from the waist down has lasted over the 
years. That has been to my advantage. 
Whenever | require a shot | direct the use 
of my left buttock. 

When it happened | had been diving 
hard for most of a year, almost daily. | 
was perhaps somewhat undernourished 
from the limited diet in the islands and 
certainly underweight and tired. Over a 
period of months | became dangerously 
casual about the tables; diving at varied 
levels on either side of 100 feet during a 
single dive. The sea was waiting. The nat- 
ural forces at work were, of course, 
steady, unrelenting. | was on borrowed 
time. My physical condition tipped the 
balance that day. My friend, who went 
home for lunch, had been down just as 
long and somewhat deeper. He was also 
ten years my junior, stockier and rested. 
He was untouched by the bends and so 
refused to believe | had really been hit. 
Such are some of the variables. 

| had never been certified, having start- 
ed scuba diving in the early 50s with an 
instruction pamphlet that came with my 
first Aqua-Lung. It advised me | could not 
get in trouble with a single tank. Any certi- 
fication course today will disabuse a div- 
er of such foolish notions. >t. 
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Data Max«ewLet’s Face Facts 





The DataMax™Console tells you See ee es 
Where you are going, how to get back, Kes OS RR 
How long you’ve been down, how long you've been up, ~~ 
How many times you've been up and down, 
How deep you are, and how deep you've been,. 
Your tank pressure, and it’s all wrapped up in a new, 
Slimline package to boot... seven sources of information in one. 


It won’t tell you, however, that it is probably the abet 
compact, well thought out, feature-packed information 
console you can buy. That’s the one thing you'll 
figure out for yourself. 
circle #304 on Reader Senice Card 


Another diving essential redefined by Oceanic. 
Oceanic— 14275 Catalina St., San Leandro, California USA 94577, 415/352-5001 Telex 677-1264 








The look. The dash. The flash. From 
top to bottom, Tabata makes professional 
fo(-to/ (elm ex-to)o)|-MZiismeoni ol miolmeli giao) 

Snorkels that go from airy blue to 
breathtaking yellow and feature swivel 
mouthpieces made of crystal clear silicone. 
Masks that surround your eyes with color 
and kiss your face with a comfortable 
double feather edged skirt. Fins in yellow, 
blue, black and explosive pink to power you 
through the water. 

Tabata. The depth of fashion. 


Olabata 


- 
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“LONG BEACH, CALIFOR 70815. TLX:. 3496266 TABATAUSA TRNC. TABATA USA, INC. A SUBSIDIARY OF TABATA CO, LTD. JAPAN. 





